
www.standard-journal.com The Voice of Your Hometown Home Delivery anD newsstanD 75¢

Index
Local News...........................2,3,6
Local/Lottery........................4,5
Law and Order..........................7
Opinion.........................................8
Sports......................................9-11
Puzzles.....................................13
Advice/Comics.................14, 15
Classified................................16

A passion for 
immunology.

Page 2.

Milton tennis team 
continues to learn.

page 9.

Peirods of  rain

High 52
Low 41
Sunset
7:31 p.m.

Friday
March 31, 

2023

Names making 
news today:

 
Jennifer Hammers

Local News, Local Sports.

Shop Local.

SPORTS

Community

Macri scores at 
BAPS.
Page 13.

BY JIM DIEHL

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — Regional ele-
mentary and middle school 
students tackled environ-
mental issues with specialty 
building toys during an edu-
cational session held Thurs-
day morning at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU).

The CSIU is one of  20 
intermediate units statewide 
that hosts a K’Nex STEM 
Design Challenge, funded by 
Thermo Fisher Scientific.

Eight teams of  students 
participated in the two-hour 
Face2Face competition 
where they designed, devel-

oped, and implemented a 
solution to an engineering 
problem with an environ-
mental challenge.

The students were chal-
lenged to solve current 
major environmental issues.

Teams were tasked to 
research environmental 
issues, identify one that the 
team would like to address, 
and create a solution to that 
issue by building a prototype 
out of  K’Nex that supported 
their solution.

Teams of  up to four stu-
dents worked together on 
their projects.

“This is play with a pur-
pose,” said Colleen Epler-
Ruths, STEM education 

consultant with CSIU. “This 
is the ninth year that the 
CSIU has held the event, 
sponsored by Thermo Fisher 
Scientific. This is the first 
time we’ve held the event in 
person since 2019.”

Teams were allowed to 
use up to 1,400 K’Nex piec-
es. String, tape and rubber 
bands were also permitted. 
Schools had to bring their 
own K’Nex pieces to the 
event, and students had two 
hours to put together their 
project.

The teams were competing 
for trophies designed out of  
K’Nex by Columbia-Montour 

Design challenge engages students
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From left Gabriel Morales, Nola Tosolt and Arjun Leal, middle school students at the River 
Valley Nature School in Lewisburg, work on their Waste Reaper V6 at the K’Nex STEM 
challenge at the Central Susquehanna Intermediate unit in Milton.

BY STEPHEN CARUSO AND 

KATE HUANGPU

SPOTLIGHT PA

HARRISBURG — In May, 
Democrats and Republicans 
will choose their parties’ 
candidates for three vacant 
seats on Commonwealth 
and Superior Courts. The 
winners will compete in the 
November general election.

Pennsylvania’s two inter-
mediate appellate courts 
have the power to affirm or 
reverse decisions made in 
lower courts. Their rulings 
can be appealed to the state 
Supreme Court, Pennsylva-
nia’s court of  last resort.

The person who wins 
the open seat on Common-
wealth Court could help 
shape Pennsylvania’s laws 
on everything from elec-
tions to firearms, while the 
two candidates who win 
seats on Superior Court 
could decide the outcomes 
of  high-profile criminal cas-
es. Judges on both courts 
are often top candidates to 
fill openings on the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court.

The two intermediate 
appellate courts serve dis-
tinct roles in the common-
wealth’s legal system.

Commonwealth Court 
presides over civil actions 
brought by and against the 
Pennsylvania state govern-
ment and hears appeals 
primarily in cases involving 
state departments and local 
governments. Superior 
Court handles criminal, 
family, and civil cases that 
are appealed by county 
Courts of  Common Pleas.

Commonwealth Court

Democratic candidates

Bryan Neft is an attorney 
based in Mount Lebanon 
who works in commercial 
litigation.

Neft previously ran for 
Superior Court in 2021, ulti-
mately finishing behind the 
two other candidates in the 
Democratic primary.

A graduate of  Boston Uni-
versity School of  Law, Neft 
has predominantly spent 
his career in private prac-
tice. He clerked for former 
Superior Court Judge Wil-
liam Cercone in Pittsburgh 
from 1991 to 1995, drafting 
memorandums on civil and 
criminal issues.

Neft served as a commit-
tee member for the Mount 
Lebanon Democratic Party 
from 2016 to 2020, when he 
resigned to run for Superior 
Court. He was reappointed 
after his loss in the prima-
ry but resigned again in 

A guide to 
candidates for 

Commonwealth, 
Superior courts
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Cooper Zechman, 9, a Mifflinburg third grader, flies the kite he made Thursday as part of 
the children’s engineering club at the Herr Memorial Library in Mifflinburg.

Go fly a kite
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Vo-Tech students Justin 
Gibson, Leland Altamirano, 
Ben Gearhart and Donovan 
Michael. The trophies were 
solar powered recharging 
stations for electric powered 
helicopters.

Middle school students 
from the River Valley Nature 
School in Lewisburg created 
the Waste Reaper V6.

“The Waste Reaper V6 
picks up garbage and plac-
es it in a bin where plastic 
eating bacteria digests it,” 
said middle schooler Gabriel 
Morales. “The reason it’s 
a V6 is because that’s how 
many prototypes we built to 
come up with this one; six of  
them.”

The River Valley Nature 
School — a private school 
— had three teams in the 
competition. Third graders 
Leonardo Serra-Harris, Mia 
Locorini, Adelina Manotti 
and Rosie Timms created the 
Habitat Helper.

“The Habitat Helper is 
solar powered and was 
designed to house ani-
mals until their homes are 
restored and rebuilt and 
then they can be returned to 

their natural habitats,” said 
Timms.

The other team of  elemen-
tary schoolers from the River 
Valley Nature School includ-
ed Jack Pfeifer, Isley Parrish 
and Sarah Stevenson.

They created The Plastic 
Eating Fishy King.

“We chose ocean pollution 
for our environmental chal-
lenge and our machine takes 
plastic from the ocean and 
breaks it down with plastic 
eating bacteria,” Pfeifer said.

“The interest and passion 
to do something for nature 
is already there with our 
students,” said teacher Eliza-
beth Sterling. “It’s empower-
ing to the students to create 
something that helps the 
environment.”

Central Columbia elemen-
tary school students Jake 
Klingerman, Crue Flick, 
Caden Barber and Hank 
Bowman created the Eco 
Ship.

“Our machine was 
designed to collect oil and 
trash from the ocean, solving 
two of  the most challenging 
pollutions in our oceans 
today,” Bowman explained.

Danville Middle schoolers 

Munjaal Mehta, Henry Nay-
lor, Isaiah Sundaresan and 
Henry Cotner created the 
Salinization through Distil-
lation Machine.

“This machine we devel-
oped for poor families, fam-
ilies that live near the ocean 
but have no fresh water,” 
Cotner said. “It takes the salt 
out of  the ocean water and 
makes the water drinkable 
for poor people in third-
world countries.”

Mehta said the students 
“really wanted to make a 
system that would be cost 
effective.”

The work by the students 
was judged on creativity, 
teamwork, challenge suc-
cess, design and presen-
tation. Students also had 
to have a design notebook 
which included elements 
of  their engineering design 
process, a blueprint of  their 
apparatus and prototypes of  
their projects.

Judges for the event were 
Special Project Technology 
Manager for the CSIU Jeff  
Kay, Alex Lewis from BAE 
Solutions, Pam Slusser from 
Columbia-Montour AVTS, 
and George Venios from The 

Improved Milton Experience 
(TIME).

“When I age myself  and 
remember playing with tin-
ker toys,” Kay said. “We used 
to think we were so creative, 
but to see these kids and 
their complex designs and 
their creations, I feel like we 
are in good hands.”

He said students likely 
don’t realize how much they 
are learning through the 
process.

“There’s teamwork in that 
everybody has a role and 
they all work well together; 
it is nice to see,” Kay said. 
“There are so many bril-
liant young minds, and that 
makes me feel good, and is 
a credit to the teachers who 

are also here “
Awards were given to the 

top teams. First-place teams 
in each division will advance 
to the state competition.

The winners in the Ele-
mentary division were: 1. 
Danville Area School Dis-
trict; 2. River Valley Nature 
School; 3. River Valley 
Nature School.

The winners in the Mid-
dle School division were: 1. 
Midd-West Area School Dis-
trict; 2. River Valley Nature 
School; 3. Danville Area 
School District.

Jim Diehl can be reached at 570-742-

9671 ext. 114 or jimd@standard-jour-

nal.com.
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From left, Jack Pfeifer, Isley Parrish and Sarah Stevenson 
from the River Valley Nature School compete in Thursday’s 
challenge.

November 2022 for his current Supe-
rior Court bid.

Matthew Wolf  is a judge on the 
Philadelphia Municipal Court, 
where he has served since 2018.

Prior to his election to the court in 
2017, Wolf  ran a legal practice based 
in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, that 
focused on employment law and civil 
rights. In his PBA questionnaire, 
he noted that his clients included 
“many women” involved in pregnan-
cy discrimination, hostile work envi-
ronment, and sexual harassment 
cases.

Wolf  spent years in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, serving as an officer from 
2003 to 2020 and deploying to Afghan-
istan and Iraq. After resigning his 
commission in 2020, he enlisted in 
the Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard.

Republican candidates

A Cumberland County resident 
and Widener University law school 
graduate, Megan Martin is the for-
mer parliamentarian of  the state 
Senate and is endorsed by the state 
Republican Party in the primary 
race for Commonwealth Court.

As the secretary-parliamentari-
an, Martin advised the chamber’s 
presiding officer on how to run floor 
proceedings in accordance with the 
state constitution, law, and chamber 
rules.

Before joining the chamber, she 
served as a staffer and then an 
attorney for former GOP Govs. Tom 
Ridge and Tom Corbett, as an attor-
ney for the U.S. Navy, and as a law 
clerk for a Lancaster County judge.

A Berks County lawyer and Wid-
ener University law school graduate, 
Joshua Prince runs a firm that spe-
cializes in gun-related litigation.

Prince has sued the City of  Har-
risburg to block the enforcement 
of  old gun laws, and sued the state 
and federal governments to block 

bans on bump stocks and partial 
firearm frames that lack identifying 
information, which opponents have 
labeled “ghost guns.”

He has the endorsement of  a hand-
ful of  conservative rank-and-file 
GOP lawmakers, county sheriffs, 
and gun rights groups, including 
Firearms Owners Against Crime.

In February, Prince attended a 
Susquehanna County Republicans 
event and posed for a group photo 
that included Frank Scavo, a former 
Republican legislative candidate 
who was sentenced to 60 days in 
prison for participating in the Jan. 
6 riot at the U.S. Capitol. GOP state 
Supreme Court candidate Patricia 
McCullough was also in the photo.

Prince told Spotlight PA that he 
wasn’t aware of  Scavo’s background 
when he took the photo.

“It is impossible to know every-
one’s personal background from a 
1-minute interaction,” he said.

Superior Court

Democratic candidates

Jill Beck is a Pittsburgh-based 
attorney who works in commercial 
litigation. She ran for Superior 
Court in 2021, but was defeated in 
the primary by Timika Lane.

Beck clerked for state Supreme 
Court Justice Christine Donohue 
from 2016 to 2019, and for Donohue 
on Superior Court from 2010 to 2015.

In her questionnaire for the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association, Beck said 
that during her time as a clerk on 
Superior Court she drafted mem-
oranda and published opinions on 
nearly 500 decisions.

Beck has also worked at KidsVoice, 
a nonprofit agency that advocates 
for children in the child welfare sys-
tem in Allegheny County’s Juvenile 
Court.

Timika has served as a Philadel-
phia Court of  Common Pleas judge 
since 2014.

Lane first ran for Superior Court 

in 2021. She won the primary, beating 
Beck, but lost by 7 points to Republi-
can challenger Megan Sullivan.

Before becoming a lawyer, Lane 
worked for four years as a public 
school teacher, then attended law 
school and spent a year clerking for 
Judge Renée Cardwell Hughes in 
the Philadelphia Court of  Common 
Pleas.

She then spent a year working pri-
marily in private practice family law 
before taking a job as an assistant 
public defender in Philadelphia from 
2004 to 2009.

She also spent several years as 
legal counsel for Democratic state 
Sen. Anthony Williams before being 
elected to the Philadelphia Court 
of  Common Pleas in 2013. The trial 
court hears appeals for civil, crimi-
nal, and family matters.

Patrick Dugan is a judge on the 
Philadelphia Municipal Court, a 
trial court where civil and criminal 
cases in the city are first adjudicated. 
First appointed to the court in 2007 
by former Democratic Gov. Ed Ren-
dell, Dugan was then elected to the 
court in 2009 and retained in 2015. 
Dugan’s peers on the court elected 
him president judge in 2019.

Dugan attended law school 
between two stints in the U.S. Army 
— first as an enlisted airborne 
infantryman in the 1980s and then 
as a civil affairs noncommissioned 
officer in Iraq and a judge advocate 
officer in Afghanistan. He held the 
rank of  U.S. Army captain when he 
retired from the military in 2016.

In 2010, Dugan co-founded Phil-
adelphia’s Veterans Court, which 
handles cases in which current 
or former military members are 
charged with nonviolent misde-
meanors. All judges who preside 
over the court are veterans.

Republican candidates

Maria Battista is a Clarion Coun-
ty resident who holds a law degree 

from Ohio Northern University. She 
previously served as assistant gen-
eral counsel for the departments of  
Health and State under former Govs. 
Tom Corbett, a Republican, and Tom 
Wolf, a Democrat. She also was a 
prosecutor in Franklin and Venango 
Counties, and was a contract special-
ist for the Department of  Defense.

She has since left that job to run 
for office, according to the Cou-
rier-Express, and now works as 
vice president of  state and federal 
contracting for The Judge Group, a 
Wayne-based consulting firm.

Harry Smail has been a Westmo-
reland County Common Pleas judge 
since former Republican Gov. Tom 
Corbett appointed him to the bench 
in 2014. Before that, he was a private 
practice attorney who ran unsuc-
cessfully for numerous county offic-
es. He received his law degree from 
Duquesne University.

In 2020, Smail ruled against the 
Westmoreland County Board of  
Elections in a case brought by a 
Republican candidate for state Sen-
ate in an extremely close race.

He ordered the board to throw out 
204 provisional ballots — those that 
are cast when a person’s registration 
cannot be immediately verified — it 
wanted to count. Those 204 provi-
sional ballots were cast by people 
who were wrongly told by election 
workers that they also needed to sign 
their precinct’s pollbook. By signing 
the book, the voters instead indicat-
ed they cast a ballot using a voting 
machine.

Smail ruled that the board of  elec-
tions did not conduct due diligence 
in accepting those 204 votes without 
“further substantiating evidence” 
that they hadn’t voted twice.

Spotlight PA is an independent, nonpartisan 

newsroom powered by The Philadelphia Inquirer 

in partnership with PennLive/The Patriot-News, 

TribLIVE/Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, and WITF Pub-

lic Media.
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