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Lewisburg hires assistant superintendent
Hoover hired at starting salary of $101,500
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem .com

LEWISBURG - The Lewisburg 
Area School District hired a new assis­
tant superintendent at Thursday night’s 
public meeting.

CSIU 
offers free 
mental 
health 
training
By Anna Wiest
awiest@dailyitem .com

The Central Susquehanna Interme­
diate Unit (CSIU) will offer free train­
ing opportunities for educators, first 
responders and community members 
throughout June, July and August.

Two trainings will be offered at 
several times throughout the summer 
months.

One of the two. Youth Mental Health 
First Aid (YMHFA) focuses on chal­
lenges that may arise in individuals 
ages 6 to 18.

“YMHFA teaches individuals how 
to identify, understand and respond to 
signs of mental health and substance 
use challenges among children and 
adolescents ages 6 to 18,” said Julie 
Petrin, CSIU director of behavioral 
health support services.

The training lasts 6.5 hours and 
will be offered at the following 
times: 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. on June 23; 
8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 12; and 
8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Aug. 7. Sessions 
include an hour lunch break.

Two blended trainings will also 
be available. The blended sessions 
require individuals to complete two 
hours of work online before going 
to the CSIU for the rest of the train­
ing. The live portions of the train­
ing will be offered from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on July 7 and 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Aug. 2.

The second program the CSIU will 
offer is Question, Persuade, Refer 
(QPR), a suicide prevention training.

“QPR is a concise (120-minute) 
suicide prevention training in which 
participants learn how to recognize

See CSIU, Page B2

SUN Pride 
hosting 
Pride Month 
celebration 
in Lewisburg
By Justin Strawser
¡strawser@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG - The borough of 
Lewisburg will be the place to be 
on June 16 and 17 with the Snyder, 
Union, and Northumberland (SUN) 
Pridefest Celebration.

The pre-pride celebration and drag 
show kick off celebration will be held 
at 7 p.m. June 16 at the CommUnity 
Zone, 328 Market St, Lewisburg. 
SUN Pridefest will be held from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 17 at White 
Pine Alley and South Third streets, 
Lewisburg. The CommUnity Zone 
is also partnering with the Campus 
Theatre in June to present three films 
celebrating Pride Month.

The events coincide with June be­
ing Pride Month, which recognizes 
the LGBTQ+ community. SUN held 
its first Pridefest in the Valley last 
year in Sunbury.

“Come out, have a good time and 
be yourself,” said Corrine Albright, 
of Catawissa, chair of SUN Pride, a

Vincent Hoover, who currently 
works as the director of curriculum 
and instruction at Pine Grove Area 
School District in Schuylkill County, 
was unanimously hired by eight school 
board directors at a first-year salary 
of $101,500. Hoover fills the vacant

position left when Cathy Moser was 
hired as district superintendent.

“We’re very happy to welcome 
Vince Hoover to come in as the new as­
sistant superintendent of the district,” 
said Board President Erin Jablonski.

Hoover’s three-year contract be-

“The process of forging steel 
removes the impurities that cause 
iron alone to be weak,” Hause said. 
“Steel does a much better job at 
holding up to the demands of the 
railroad.”

gins July 1 and ends June 30, 2026. 
Upon satisfactory work performance 
each year as determined by the board, 
Hoover will receive an annual increase 
in salary of no less than 1 percent of 
his current salary, according to the 
contract agreement.

The assistant superintendent’s duties 
include “participation in professional 
associations and presence at numerous

The valedictorian encouraged 
his classmates to fight for a fu­
ture of change. “A future full of 
strength that’s only possible if we 
have the courage to take on new 
challenges with new strategies,”

meetings, conventions and conferences 
in order to maintain awareness of cur­
rent issues, programs and informa­
tion,” according to the agreement.

Moser was hired in October after be­
ing interim superintendent since July 1 
following the departure of Dr. Jennifer 
Baugh. Baugh took a superintendent’s 
job in Garfield County, Colorado, to 
be closer to her husband.

he said. “Let’s be the agents of 
change. Let’s forge in a new di­
rection.”

Ella Hummel told her classmates 
not to forge too far or for too long. 
Pushing themselves to those limits 
would lead to “burn out.”

“Unlike the coal that was burned 
to build our town’s famous t-rails,

See FORGE, Page B2

CLASS OF 2023

Danville grads told to 
‘forge on,’ remember roots

Students reflect on trials faced, including flood and pandemic
By Anna Wiest
awiest@dailyitem.com

DANVILLE - The Class of 
2023 was encouraged to “forge 
on” during Friday’s commence­
ment ceremony. Speeches given by 
Danville Area High School student 
representatives surrounded this 
theme, based on Danville’s roots.

“Tonight’s graduation theme of 
‘forge on’ comes from our town’s 
roots,” said Allison Focht, a 2023 
graduate. “In the 1840s iron work­
ing began to boom here in the town 
of Danville.”

Focht explained the term “forge” 
came from the process of turning 
iron into tools and weapons.

“Metal is heated, and then con­
tinuously pounded in order to cre­
ate something,” she said. “In the 
same way, the Class of 2023 has 
been forged through trials into 
what we are today.”

Throughout their years at the 
Danville Area School District, 
the graduates faced both a natu­
ral disaster, a flood during their 
first grade year, as well as a global 
pandemic, Focht said.

“The Danville Class of 2023 
has survived a natural disaster 
and a global health crisis, but has 
come out strong as iron,” Focht 
said. “As we prepare to move our 
tassels tonight, marking the end 
of a period of our life, our future 
challenges will forge us into our 
future selves.”

Valedictorian Ryan Hause 
discussed the ways change and 
growth can be good using the ex­
ample of railroads transitioning 
from iron to steel.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Danville Area High School graduates take pictures and relax before the start of their cere­
mony on Friday.

COMING UP
■ Read Valley valedictorian speeches next week in The Daily Item

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
Danville Area High School graduates Delaney Bloom, left, and Katie Bonomo, share a moment of excitement during their 
graduation ceremony on Friday.

See PRIDE, Page B2
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Local
CSIU
offers free 
mental 
health 
training
CSIU, from Page B1

the signs of mental distress, 
ask simple and direct ques­
tions, and help those in need 
to access local resources,” 
Petrin said.

QPR training will be of­
fered four times through­
out the summer: 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. on June 26, July 6, 
July 11 and Aug. 8.

The trainings are fit­
ting for all kinds of resi­
dents, Petrin said. “Any­
one within Snyder, Union, 
Montour, Columbia and 
Northumberland counties 
are able to attend,” she 
said. “From parents to 
community organizations, 
like the YMCAs and Boy 
Scouts, to school person­
nel to first responders, like 
the police and fire depart­
ments,” she said.

The free trainings 
are funded by three lo­
cal grants, according to 
Petrin. The grants include 
Mental Health Awareness 
and Training, through the 
McDowell Institute at 
Bloomsburg University, 
PA Commission on Crime 
and Delinquency through 
the Greater Susquehanna 
United Way and Advanc­
ing Mental Health Prac­
tices Across Communities 
Together (Project AWARE 
IMPACT), through the 
CSIU.

“A common goal of the 
three grants includes in­
creasing mental health 
awareness and building 
family, community and 
school capacity to address 
mental health needs with 
the youth in our five county 
region,” Petrin said.

Registration for both 
CSIU free training oppor­
tunities is required and can 
be completed at https://sites. 
google.com/csiu.org/sum- 
mer-trainings/home.

Erin Demcher, Behav­
ioral Support Services proj­
ect coordinator for Project 
AWARE is handling the 
scheduling and coordination 
of the trainings. For more 
information, Demcher can 
be reached at ademcher@ 
csiu.org.

CELEBRITIES

Sedaris’ first 
children’s 
book to be 
published

NEW YORK - David 
Sedaris is publishing his 
first children’s book, a 
collaboration with Ian 
Falconer conceived 
decades ago and fin­
ished shortly before the 
“Olivia” creator died in 
March.

Toon Books, an im­
print of Astra Publishing 
House, announced Thurs­
day that “Pretty Ugly” 
will be published Feb.
27 of next year. A look 
at the “age-old question” 
of what makes people 
attractive or unattractive, 
“Pretty Ugly” began 20 
years ago as a contri­
bution to the anthology 
“Little Lit: Strange Sto­
ries for Strange Kids.”

More recently, Toon 
publisher Françoise 
Mouly, who helped edit 
“Little Lit,” thought 
“Pretty Ugly” would 
work as a stand-alone 
book.

Sedaris’ previous 
books include such 
humorous works as “Me 
Talk Pretty One Day” 
and “Dress Your Family 
in Corduroy and Denim.” 
Falconer is best known 
for his “Olivia” children’s 
series, including “Olivia” 
and “Olivia Saves the 
Circus.”

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SELINSGROVE

Agency awarded $250,000 housing grant
The Union-Snyder Commu­

nity Action Agency received 
$250,000 in Pennsylvania 
Housing Affordability and 
Rehabilitation Enhancement 
(PHARE) funding.

The agency, located in 
Selinsgrove, will use the 
money toward its Compre­
hensive Housing Program.
The Pennsylvania Housing Fi­
nance Agency (PHFA) Board 
of Directors approved the 
release of $2.56 million for 20 
projects in Union, Bradford, 
Lycoming, Sullivan and Tioga 
counties, which is part of the 
23rd Legislative district.

“PHARE is a crucial 
part of our overall effort to 
improve our economy and 
provide affordable housing 
to our region's residents,” 
said Sen. Gene Yaw (R-23). 
“This funding is a substantial 
investment across the 23{sup} 
rd{/sup} Senate District and 
will certainly provide help 
to those who need it most. It 
is important to acknowledge 
these dollars are made avail­
able, in large part, due to our 
natural gas industry.”

ACROSS THE VALLEY
By The Daily Item staff and stringers

The approved projects will 
remediate and construct hous­
ing and address housing needs 
for seniors, low to moderate 
income individuals and indi­
viduals who are intellectually 
disabled or those with mental 
health issues. The projects 
will also provide rental assis­
tance and offer homeowner- 
ship options.

The PHFA works to provide 
affordable homeownership 
and rental housing options 
for older adults, low- and 
moderate-income fami­
lies, and people with spe­
cial housing needs. PHFA 
programs and operations are 
funded primarily by the sale 
of securities and from fees 
paid by program users, not by 
public tax dollars. The agency 
is governed by a 14-member 
board.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

LEWISBURG
Trauma
specialist hired 
to work in 
Evangelical ER

Dr. Nicholas Julius, has 
joined the Evangelical Com­
munity Hospital’s Emergency 
Department.

Julius specializes in rapid 
recognition and treatment 
of trauma and acute illness. 
Prior to Evangelical, he 
served as a staff physician in 
the Emergency Department of 
Penn State Health Holy Spirit 
Medical Center and Penn 
State Health Hampden Med­
ical Center. While there, he 
was the emergency medicine 
advanced practice clinician 
education and development 
physician lead.

Julius is board certified 
in pediatric advanced life 
support, advanced cardiovas­
cular life support, basic life 
support, and advanced trauma 
life support, and has neonatal 
resuscitation program certifi­
cation.

- RICK DANDES

MIDDLEBURG
Woman gets 
jail term for 
driving into first 
responders

A 35-year-old Middleburg 
woman convicted of driving 
into a group of first respond­
ers last year will spend at 
least five years in state prison.

Marisa N. Liddington was 
sentenced in Snyder County 
Court for the incident that 
happened in the Walmart 
parking lot on Feb. 9,2022.

Liddington was found un­
conscious in a car from a sus­
pected overdose in Walmart 
and as first responders tried 
tending to her, she overheard

that the state police were on 
their way and decided to flee.

She drove through a group 
of first responders and was 
apprehended by police when 
she crashed into a street sign 
in the borough of Selinsgrove.

None of the first responders 
were seriously hurt

She was convicted by a 
jury in April of four counts of 
aggravated assault, fleeing or 
eluding police, driving under 
the influence and leaving the 
scene of an accident.

Liddington was sentenced 
to a 5- to 10-year prison term 
by Senior Judge Dudley N. 
Anderson.

“This sentence appropriates 
reflects the seriousness of 
Liddington’s crimes. We need 
to protect those who protect 
us,” said District Attorney 
Michael Piecuch. “The first 
responders that she almost ran 
over fleeing the scene were 
just there trying to help her. 
Anyone who tries to harm 
our first responders for doing 
their jobs is going to pay the 
price.”

- MARCIA MOORE

Danville grads told to ‘forge on,’ remember roots
FORGE, from Page B1

we do not become diamonds 
under pressure,” Hummel 
said. “Instead, we just burn 
out.”

Madison Sauers discussed 
how the class grew through­
out their time together “from 
wood, to iron, to steel.”

“As seniors, we have built a 
solid foundation from our mis­
haps and shenanigans,” Sauers 
said. “Many of us have plans, 
however foggy it may be, and 
are ready to become steel, not 
perfect, but pretty awesome.”

Finally, Salutatorian Angela 
Weng, told a humorous story 
about moving to the district in 
seventh grade.

“Luckily for me, seventh 
grade was a choatic time of 
our lives in which we were 
all first just figuring out 
how to forge out own iden­

tities and apparently, how to 
use deodorant,” Weng said. 
“Surprisingly, this fragrant 
environment was a comfort­
able place to learn more about 
ourselves and make mistakes.” 

Weng went on to discuss 
how change is inevitable.

“Ultimately, the future is 
what we make of it,” she said. 
“Through constant change and 
growth, we choose the role 
we wish to play within our 
communities.”

With final encouragement 
from the commencement 
speaker, Matthew Sticklin, a 
1995 Danville grad, the Class 
of 2023 was ready to forge on.

Dameon White, the class 
vice president, is headed to 
Gannon University in Lake 
Erie, and said he was ready to 
bundle up and move forward.

“I have my parka ready,” 
he said.

SUN Pride hosting Pride Month celebration in Lewisburg
PRIDE, from Page B1

working group of the Associ­
ation for Inclusion, Respect, 
and Equity (AIRE). “It’s a way 
to let everyone know we’re 
here, you can come out for a 
good time. You don’t need to 
be ashamed of who you are.” 

The weekend kicks off with 
the drag show, which is BYOB 
and for only for guests 18 and 
older. Tickets will be sold at 
the door.

“It’s a way for people to ex­
press themselves through their 
art form, whether dancing or 
singing,” said Albright. “It’s 
a way to feel empowered. For 
people to take on their per­
sona and live their truth, it’s 
powerful.”

Six performers — Tequilla 
Daniels, Alexus Daniels, 
Trixie Valentine, Xander 
Valentine, Harpy Daniels and 
Dallas — will be a part of the

"I t ' s  a  way for  people  to  express  themselves  through the i r  a r t  form,  whether  
dancing  or  s inging .  I t ' s  a  way to  fee l  empowered.  For  people  to  take  on  thei r  
persona and l ive  the i r  t ru th ,  i t ' s  powerful . "

— Corrine Albright, of Catawissa, (hair of SUN Pride

Friday show, she said.
On Saturday, more than a 

dozen entertainers will grace 
the stage. Entertainment will 
be hosted by Alexus Daniels, 
the matriarch of the Daniels’ 
Family, a 20-plus year per­
former, finding her success 
in Denver, Colo., performing 
in the city’s bars and cabarets. 
Co-hosting is Tequila Daniels, 
2007 Miss Gay Pennsylvania 
America, with over 20 years 
of performing experience, and 
presented the Queer Icon 2022 
Award.

More than 50 vendors in­
clude area crafters, churches, 
food trucks, non-profits, and 
PFLAG Danville, a support

group for parents, families, 
and friends of LGBTQIA+ 
people as well as LGBTQIA+ 
people themselves.

Pridefest is sponsored by 
Geisinger, PNC Bank, Giant, 
M&T Bank, and Susquehanna 
Ethical Society, as well as 
support from the Association 
for Inclusion, Respect, and 
Equity, and other community 
members.

Cindy Peltier, director of 
the Community Zone, said 
the organization partners with 
community groups like SUN 
Pride to bring awareness.

“It’s a time when we need 
not to be hiding who you are, 
to be out and proud,” said Pel-

tier. “We want to be always be 
reaching out beyond Lewis­
burg. We partner with as many 
people as we can to spread the 
wor and help each other get 
it done.”

The CommUnity Zone is 
also partnering with the Cam­
pus Theatre in June to present 
three films celebrating Pride 
Month. This series is being 
sponsored by the CommUnity 
Zone, the Campus Theatre, 
Lewisburg Neighborhoods, 
SUN County Pride, and the 
SUN Pride Committee and 
the Association for Inclusion, 
Respect, and Equity (AIRE) 

The first film on June 7 
was 1999’s “But I’m a Cheer-

leader,” a romantic comedy 
about a young woman real­
izing and embracing her sex­
uality.

On June 18, the theatre will 
host a special matinee show­
ing of 1972’s seminal musical 
“Cabaret!” This adaptation of 
the stage musical set in 1931 
Berlin took home 8 Oscars. 
This film will have regular 
ticket prices at the box office 
and concessions for purchase.

On June 21, a free showing 
of 1968’s “The Queen” will 
be shown. This documentary 
follows drag queens organiz­
ing and participating in the 
1967 Miss All-America Camp 
Beauty Contest, and presents 
a fascinating look at drag cul­
ture and societal topics sur­
rounding it. This film will also 
be open for the public for free, 
with donations encouraged 
and concessions available for 
purchase.
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2023Danville Area High School Class of 
day’s graduation ceremony.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

President Stefan Kupas talks during Fri-
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