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BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE WEEKENDER

SUNBURY — The Nor-
thumberland County Juve-
nile Court Advisory Board 
recognized the personal 
achievements of  those 
associated with local youth 
during the 32nd annual 
Juvenile Court Banquet 
Thursday evening at the 
Family Engagement Center.

During opening remarks, 
Mark Gittens, emcee for the 
17th year, complimented 
those who work with youth.

“It’s our way, as the Juve-
nile Court Advisory Board, 
to celebrate and appreciate 
what people are doing 
for our youth within our 
county, both in court and 
probation,” Gittens said of  
Thursday’s event. “We’re 
here to say a big thank you 
to all the people who make 
this possible.”

JC Employee of the 

Year

Lisa Donlan, deputy 
chief  juvenile probation 
officer, introduced her staff  
and honored guests. She 
also recognized 25-year 
employees Jeremie Thomas 
and Amy Rodarmel.

Donlan presented the 
Juvenile Court Employee 
of  the Year award to Janelle 
Torres, of  the Northum-
berland County Probation 
Department. She described 
the recipient as a team play-
er who has changed count-
less lives.

Donlan also highlighted 
Torres’ achievements while 
attending Shippensburg 
University, where in May 
she was chosen as the Grad-
uate Student of  the Year. 
She also will receive the Dr. 
Anthony F. Ceddia Award 
for Outstanding Scholar-
ship in Juvenile Justice.

“If  anybody knows me, 
they know I’m very thank-
ful, especially for the people 
I work with,” Torres said. 
“This job is a passion of  
mine. Youth is very import-
ant to me.”

Officer of the Year

Leslie Bryden, assistant 
district attorney, presented 
the Law Enforcement Offi-
cer of  the Year award to 
Shawn Williams, chief  of  
police for the Shikellamy 
School District.

Bryden said Williams, a 
former state trooper, has 
provided outstanding ser-
vice and dedication to the 
youth of  Northumberland 
County.

Williams told attendees 
that five years ago he never 
imagined himself  working 
in a school.

“But, as God moved me 
through my life and He put 
me in this school, I can see 
that it’s definitely the place 
I should be,” Williams said. 
“Really, you’re only success-
ful with the people you sur-
round yourself  with — and 
there’s a lot of  those type of  
people in this room, and I 
want to thank everybody.”

Educator of the Year

Kjerstin Carl-Brown, 
juvenile probation officer, 
presented the Educator 
of  the Year award to Amy 
Herbster, a fourth-grade 
teacher at Chief  Shikella-
my Elementary School. She 
was nominated by Mary-
ellen Stank-Engle, a court 
reporter.

Stank-Engle said in 
her nomination letter, 
which was read by Carl-
Brown, that Herbster has 
gone above and beyond to 
improve students’ lives.

“Amy simply wouldn’t let 
a child go without a coat in 
the winter, without a treat 
on a birthday or without 
food over the weekend, even 
if  it means digging into her 
own pockets to do so,” Carl-
Brown read from the letter.

Herbster spoke of  her 
longtime friendship with 
Stank-Engle, family sup-
port and decision to go back 
to school at age 35 to earn a 
master’s degree.

“I do it because I love 
my job. I laugh with my 
co-workers, I cry with my 
co-workers … we really 
try to make meaningful 
lessons, but the key is our 
kids,” Herbster said. “Our 
kids need us, our students 
need us. They need love and 
they need hugs.”

Judge Michael Kivko 

Memorial

Robert E. Diehl had the 
privilege of  presenting 

the Judge Michael Kivko 
Memorial Scholarship in 
the amount of  $1,000 to 
Jaylin Martinez, a senior at 
Shikellamy High School.

Diehl said Martinez, 
who was unable to attend 
Thursday’s banquet, is a 
member of  the school’s Law 
Enforcement Club and is 
attending the criminal jus-
tice program at SUN Area 
Technical Institute. Her 

future plans are to attend 
Bloomsburg University to 
major in criminal justice.

The scholarship was 
created to provide educa-
tional opportunities for any 
individual whose involve-
ment in the Juvenile Court 
or Children and Youth 
Services Agency resulted 
in positive adjustment and 
wish to further their edu-
cation at a post-secondary 

school.
The advisory board 

expressed appreciation 
to the individuals who 
made the banquet possible, 
including the Peirmattei 
family, Young’s Sporting 
Goods and Northumber-
land County Children and 
Youth.

Larry Deklinski can be reached 

at 570-644-6397, ext. 1353, or 

larry_d@newsitem.com.

North’d County Juvenile Court Advisory Board 
honors community leaders for exemplary service
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Recipients of awards are pictured following the 32nd annual Juvenile Court 
Banquet Thursday evening at the Family Engagement Center. Pictured are, 
from left, Amy Herbster, Educator of the Year; Janelle Torres, Juvenile 
Court Employee of the Year; and Shawn Williams, Officer of the Year. Not 
pictured is Jaylin Martinez, recipient of the Judge Michael Kivko Memorial 
Scholarship.
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MILTON — Toys are 
designed to be fun, but 
they’re not always neces-
sarily designed to be acces-
sible. The Central Susque-
hanna Intermediate Unit 
(CSIU) is seeking to rectify 
that by adapting toys to 
make them fun for a broad 
range of  students.

“Today is our first-ever 
Toy Adaptation Day, so it’s 
all about accessibility. We 
have high school students 
here from two local high 
schools that are taking 
regular toys, taking them 
apart, and rewiring them 
so they work with a larger 
on-off  switch for students 
with disabilities,” said 
CSIU Assistant Technology 
Consultant Kaitlyn Hock.

After hearing about a 
similar program from the 
Carbon Lehigh Intermedi-
ate Unit, Hock was inspired 
to adapt and implement her 
own version at CSIU.

“I took it and kind of  ran 
with it and created our own 
version of  it,” said Hock.

On Friday morning, stu-
dents from Millville High 
School and Columbia-Mon-
tour Area Vocational Tech-
nical School gathered in a 
kind of  makeshift assembly 
line to deconstruct store-
bought toys and rewire 
them with larger on-off  
buttons.

“We had a file on the 3D 
printer and we printed out 
all three parts of  the but-
ton. Then we have to put a 
switch in there and get the 
wires ready to be able to 
solder the wires on to the 
switch to put a spring in,” 
said Millville Area School 
District Engineering CTE 
teacher Jestine Myers, who 
brought five students from 
her program to help com-
plete the work.

At various stations 
around the room, students 
worked on altering differ-
ent types of  toys. For many, 
they relied on the skills 
they had learned in the 
classroom to inform their 
hands-on approach to toy 
adaptation.

“We’re in the mecha-
tronics shop class, so this 
is what we do in shop,” 
said Columbia-Montour 
Area Vocational Technical 

School student Jathan Mar-
tinez, who worked diligent-
ly to create a new switch for 
the rewired toys.

Once the larger buttons 
were successfully added 
to each toy, they were then 
sent to a table to be stitched 
up.

“What I’m doing is, after 
it’s been adapted, I’m sew-
ing it back up so it looks 
brand new,” said Avery 
Lanzi, a Columbia-Montour 
AVTS senior. “It’s a cool 
experience and it’s doing 
something for the commu-
nity.”

Student testers from 
the W.W. Evans Elemen-
tary School, Bloomsburg, 
Autistic Support Program 
had the first crack at each 
newly adapted toy. Judging 
by the elation on their faces 
as their hands pressed the 
large buttons, the toys were 
even more fun than before.

“The plan with this is 
we are giving toys out to 
classrooms around the 17 
school districts,” said Hock. 
“We’re doing about 50 toys 
for free, just to give to the 
classrooms to use.”

Matt Jones can be reached at 

570-742-9671 ext. 119 or 

email mattjones@standard-jour-

nal.com

Toy Adaptation Day held by CSIU
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Kayla Snyder and Kyle Veen, a W.W. Evans 
Elementary School student, test out one of the 
adaptive toys being made at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit’s Toy Adaptation 
Day.
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