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HARTLEY TOWNSHIP — A 66-year-old Millmont man 
died as the result of  injuries sustained in a crash which 
occurred at 7:48 a.m. Monday, March 4, along Old Turnpike 
Road, Hartley Township, Union County.

Troopers said Keith A. Wolfe was killed when a 2019 Ford 
F-150 XLT he was driving westbound on Old Turnpike Road 
went off  the roadway and down an embankment. The vehi-
cle then struck a tree.

MAN KILLED IN 

WESTERN UNION 

COUNTY CRASH

BY LAURYN LONGACRE

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — The stakes 
were high on the digital 
fi eld Thursday as Esports 
teams from school districts 
across the region went head-
to-head in a Rocket League 
tournament, while also delv-
ing into the STEM fi eld.

The third annual Cen-
tral Susquehanna Esports 
League (CSEL) Face-to-Face 
Rocket League Tournament 
was held at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU) headquarters in 
Milton.

Six Esports teams from 
the Berwick, Danville, 
Shamokin, Shikellamy, 
Selinsgrove and Warrior 
Run school districts compet-
ed in a double-elimination 
Rocket League tournament, 
while also gaining insight 
into the Esports career fi eld.

“We call it scholastic 
Esports because we try to 
talk about careers that are 
available in Esports, not 
only gaming,” said CSIU 
STEM Education Consul-
tant Colleen Epler-Ruths. 
“Writing, producing events 
like this (tournament), the 
information technology (IT) 
that goes behind it.”

During the event, nearly 
30 students were educated 
on shout casting (or com-
mentating), logo design and 
marketing.

“There’s an entire job 
market in Esports, so it’s 
a career pathway,” Epler-
Ruths said. “They get an 
opportunity to see our 
check guys that are doing all 
this hard work… to watch 
our shout-caster doing the 
broadcasting live… also to 
interact with other kids of  

Esports emerging as 
a career pathway
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From left, Warrior Run High School students Braden 
Beachel, Carter McCormick, Dryden Beachel and Ty 
Magargle go head-to-head with Danville during the Semi-
Finals at the third annual Central Susquehanna Esports 
League (CSEL) Face-to-Face Rocket League Tournament.
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MIFFLINBURG — Word 
of  The Wildcat Way has 
reached Harrisburg, prompt-
ing a visit to the Miffl inburg 
Intermediate School by 
Pennsylvania Department 
of  Education Secretary Kha-
lid Mumin.

Mumin sat beside fi fth-
grade students as high 
school seniors taught them 
“The Wildcat Way” on 
Thursday morning.

“My fi rst ever AP class 
was actually with Mrs. (Dan-
ielle) Dressler back there, 
and it was not easy. I think 
the fi rst test I got, I might 
have failed… it was one of  
the fi rst tests that I didn’t get 
an ‘A’ on,” said high school 
senior and brainstormer 
of  The Wildcat Way project 
Troy Dressler, to the stu-
dents in fi fth-grade teacher 
Mark Alexander’s class.

“Overall, it taught me that 

Sharing ‘The Wildcat Way’
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From left, Mifflinburg Area High School seniors Zeb 
Huffnagle and Troy Dressler discuss The Wildcat Way with 
Secretary of Education Khalid Mumin.
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WATSONTOWN — Two organiza-
tions dedicated to serving the Watson-
town community were honored during 
Thursday’s Watsontown Area Business 
Association (WABA) awards ceremony.

For the hard work of  its volunteers 
—and their dedication to the commu-
nity — the Watsontown Historical 
Association was named Volunteer of  
the Year. For its efforts to care for the 
community, the GFWC Warrior Run 
Woman’s Club received WABA’s Busi-
ness of  the Year award.

With approximately 60 in attendance 
at the ceremony, WABA President 
Belinda Stefl  noted the growth of  the 
organization throughout the year.

Former WABA President Barbara 
Diehl was called to the podium to assist 
Stefl  in presenting awards to members.

“We had a huge amount of  nomina-
tions, I have not seen that in years,” 
Stefl  said.

“This particular organization 
received an incredible amount of  
nominations and they have worked 
so hard… they started with a passion 
about history and they wanted to con-
tinue on and show everyone what the 
history of  Watsontown is, and the his-

tory of  Northumberland County,” Stefl  
said.

After receiving a grant, the Watson-
town Historical Association was able 
to begin renovations on the former 

Historical association, GFWC Woman’s 
Club honored by WABA
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The Watsontown Historical Association received the WABA Volunteer of the Year 
Award. From left, Wayne Greiner, Terri Greiner, Amanda Johnson, Diana 
Johnson, Erica Frey, Hez Burrows, Paul Putney and Mike Arnold.
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like minds.
“It just takes away the 

chords and brings the kids 
face-to-face with each oth-
er so they get to meet kids 
that they’ve played (Esports 
with) for the last six or eight 
weeks,” Epler-Ruths added.

She said the highlight 
of  the tournament day 
was working alongside the 
Esports coaches. Educators 
from most participating 
school districts donned their 
school colors to raise the 
spirits for the event, as they 
supported their respective 
teams.

Warrior Run High School’s 
Kyle Brady, library media 
specialist and Esports coach, 
said his school’s team has 
been involved for three years 

and is doing “phenomenal.”
“Every year the kids are 

really engaged with it,” he 
said. “This is a way for them 
to connect with peers they 
usually wouldn’t be con-
necting with. So frequently, 
you have maybe a football 
player that is playing with 
maybe the wallflower of  
the school… and it’s really 
neat to see the dynamics of  
a team and how they really 
flourish with each other 
because they build their own 
camaraderie right through-
out the season. That’s really 
what makes it very special.”

During the tournament, 
the Warrior Run team really 
“took to” the shout-casting 
aspect and the advanced per-
sonal computer (PC) systems 
they were able to play on, 
Brady said.

Not all students have the 
same opportunity to play 
on high-speed PC systems 
as they can range from 
hundreds of  dollars to thou-
sands, at the highest in cost. 
Since Rocket League is a 
multi-platform free game, 
students are able to play on 
older computers, Nintendo 
Switches, Playstation or 
Xbox consoles.

“They get so excited to be 
able to see the best equip-
ment possible, so that’s real-
ly a neat experience because 
everybody comes from dif-
ferent backgrounds,” Brady 
said. “This allows them to 
unite a little bit.”

Carter McCormick and 
Braden Beachel, both War-
rior Run freshmen, said the 
tournament was a fun way to 
bond with peers who share 

similar interests.
Although some students 

found the tournament to be 
a great way to have fun with 
one of  their favorite games, 
others said they found solace 
in Esports.

Shamokin Area High 
School senior Aron Jones 
said he has spent most of  his 
life gaming.

“It gets my mind off  of  
different things (that are) 
happening in my life, and 
it helps me pursue them,” 
Jones said.

“The best part about this 
is that there are many skills 
that are being used that are 
important to the school set-
ting. So first and foremost, 
they have to be problem 
solvers. Not only within the 
game, but they have to be 
insanely good at commu-

nication… because they’re 
collaborating with their 
teammates,” Brady said. 
“Whenever you combine all 
of  this together, you realize, 
‘wow, this is really important 
to them.’”

Students were also given 
a presentation from Har-
risburg University’s Lynzie 
Wagaman, who graduated 
with a degree in Esports 
Management in 2023.

“Esports was a fully sup-
ported sport here on (Harris-
burg University’s) campus, 
it’s actually our only varsity 
sport and we have students 
from across the world… and 
all of  them come here as 
student-athletes,” Wagaman 
said.

Lauryn Longacre can be reached at 

570-742-9671 ext. 114 or email news-

reporter@standard-journal.com.
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Santander Bank, located at 109 Main 
St., transforming it into a museum.

“There have been hundreds and 
hundreds of  people (and) thousands 
and thousands of  dollars (working) 
to get this project off  the ground,” 
Stefl continued, complimenting the 
outcome of  their laborious work.

Not long after the Watsontown 
Historical Association commenced 
its grand opening in April, a ceiling 
in the building caved in. From there, 
the organization had to start from 
square one and continue to fix the 
issue.

“We are very honored to accept 
this recognition… The team that 
we work with is fantastic… it is just 
amazing what we can accomplish in 
a couple of  weeks,” said historical 
association Vice President Erica 
Frey. “It really is for the community, 
for all of  the Warrior Run area. It’s 
to honor the history, and it’s for the 

kids coming forward.”
The museum is set to reopen 

once again in April, after using 
the remainder of  its grant funds to 
repair the ceiling.

The General Federation of  Wom-
an’s Clubs (GFWC) Warrior Run 
Woman’s Club was then called to the 
podium after being named Business 
of  the Year Award.

“This organization belongs to a 
national and international organiza-
tion which began in 1890 by a wom-
an journalist,” Stefl said. “Their 
goal... is to take care of  their commu-
nity, to nurture it and (it is) also are 
part of  the arts… They step up over 
and over again to help with the proj-
ects that we have in WABA.”

“We all have a passion for our com-
munity, especially our school kids,” 
said Diana Johnson, treasurer of  
WABA and a part of  the GFWC War-
rior Run Woman’s Club. “We really 
support the schools who are being 
fundamental, and you’ll see us in the 

community. We’re out there for you 
guys.”

Individual members of  WABA 
were also presented with recogni-
tion for their longtime involvement 
in the community.

“These are people that have been 
in this community and have done 
so many things, and they’ve been 
involved with WABA,” Steifl said, as 
she began to hand out the Emeritus 
Certificate. “(Dorcus Emrey) had 
over 10,000 Boyd’s Bears and she said 
she has sold most of  them.”

Emery, of  Dorcas’ Flowers and 
Gifts, smiled as Diehl handed her a 
certificate for her contributions.

“I always worked out of  my home, 
but the reason I did is because I 
wanted to raise my kids,” she said. 
“And God has been good to me.”

Stefl then presented another Emer-
itus Certificate to Yvonne Arnold, 
who retired as owner of  Warrior 
Run Pet Care.

“We all love our pets,” Stefl said, 

producing a laugh from the crowd as 
she talked of  her own cats. “(Arnold 
is) such a nurturing person, and you 
took care of  all these animals for us 
all… You’ve passed on the business 
and I understand you’re mentoring 
the person that’s now taking over the 
business. I think that’s absolutely 
wonderful.”

WABA also hosted a 50/50 raf-
fle wherein all proceeds were put 
towards Music in the Park Events.

Winning prizes included the likes 
of  a Kate Spade wristlet, Girl Scout 
cookies, jars of  Pappy O’s Peppers, 
gift certificates, and doggie goodie 
bags among other items.

WABA was formed in 1983 to 
provide protection for the business, 
industrial, social, and economic wel-
fare of  the Watsontown area.

Lauryn Longacre can be reached at 570-742-

9671 ext. 114 or email newsreporter@stan-

dard-journal.com.
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things are just going to keep 
getting more challenging, 
and the more time you put 
into stuff  the better the out-
come you can get out of  it.”

Dressler was inspired to 
spark leadership skills and 
influence teamwork through 
a mentorship program in the 
beginning of  the school year.

“When I was around their 
age, I always remembered, 
every once in a while a high 
schooler would come in and 
read to us… it was very cool. 
So, I wanted to do more than 
that,” Dressler said.

The Wildcat Way brings a 
select group of  high school 
seniors into kindergarten 
through fifth-grade class-
rooms during the school 
day to teach young students 
about building support sys-
tems, teamwork, organiza-
tion, preparedness and lead-
ership while engaging the 
students in lively games.

When meeting with the 
younger grades, participants 
of  The Wildcat Way focus 
more on reading to the stu-

dents and motivating them 
to talk about themselves.

Lessons with students 
who are older center around 
getting the kids excited for 
school.

“They always see school 
as boring,” Dressler said. 
“But we get them excited 
and ready and show them 
how many opportunities 
you have in school to make it 
fun… we also eat lunch and 
go to recess with them.”

“It’s just nice to share 
knowledge and wisdom, 
because you can tell they’re 
eager to ask questions about 
what to expect in middle 
school and high school,” said 
Wildcat Way participant Zeb 
Huffnagle. “It’s nice to… 
make them realize it’s no 
different than here (in the 
intermediate school), just 
more responsibilities. And 
with more responsibilities 
comes more freedom.”

Mumin had worked as 
an educator, dean, and 
superintendent for 25 years 
before securing his current 
position. After observing 

The Wildcat Way program 
in action, he said his faith in 
the future of  educators was 
strengthened.

One high school senior, 
Laine Martin, particularly 
caught Mumin’s eye as she 
engaged with Kelly Snay-
berger’s fifth-graders.

Martin has been attending 
dual enrollment classes at 
Bloomsburg University, as 
she works towards a teacher 
education certification. Her 
use of  wait time, proximity, 
pacing, forming relation-
ships with and encourage-
ment of  the students took 
Mumin back to his own time 
as an educator, he said.

“She has it, those are 
things that I learned as a 
third-year college student. 

She’s one year in,” Mumin 
said, of  Martin. “So the 
future is bright, we just now 
have to continue to encour-
age more young people like 
Laine.”

Mumin said his experience 
visiting the Mifflinburg 
Area School District took 
him back to his own time as 
an educator. He encouraged 
students to engage in their 
potential.

“Having confidence and 
allowing the students to 
not only have student voice 
but have the opportunity 
to lead,” Mumin said about 
what other schools could 
take from the program. 
“They will exceed our expec-
tations when the bar is high, 
just let them lead.”

Mumin said there were 
two topics he would be tak-
ing back to Harrisburg with 
him: The power of  students 
within the system and the 
future of  workforce opportu-
nity in the education system.

“When you’re able to stick 
around long enough to see 
that potential materialize 
into success, you’re like, 
man, I was a part of  that 
marathon… and I knew you 
had a chance,” he said. “You 
basically are living through 
their eyes vicariously, and 
the reason why… is because 
you see the future is in their 
hands. It’s a great right of  
passage.”

Students of  The Wildcat 
Way program were ecstatic 
to teach in front of  the sec-
retary of  the Department of  
Education.

“It’s pretty awesome,” 
Dressler said, of  Mumin’s 
visit. “I don’t hear of  just 
him going to random places 
all the time, so it’s really 
exciting and a cool experi-
ence for him to be here and 
witness what we do.”

Wildcat
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From left, Blayze Delsite, Ashten Ritter and Landon Snook 
play 1-20 during a Wildcat Way lesson.


