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LAURELTON — Elaine Krick 
celebrated her 68th birthday at the 
West End Library on Thursday, not 
with cake, but with pie.

The library, at 45 Ballpark Road, 
Laurelton, hosted Pi(e) Day with 
varying flavors of pie to generate 
funds for the library. March 14, or 
3.14, is also the first three digits of 
pi, an infinite mathematical con-
stant.

“The last five years, I’ve been eat-

ing pie on my birthday,” said Krick, 
of Mifflinburg. “I like pie better 
than cake anyway, so it’s a win-win 
for me.”

Krick came out to the library with 
Brenda Knouse, of Middleburg, and 
Knouse’s 3-year-old granddaughter 
Alice. Krick said she usually bakes 
pies for herself, but learned the li-
brary was hosting this event.

“We’re here celebrating Auntie 
Elaine’s birthday on Pi Day,” said 
Knouse. “It’s good, its excellent, it’s 
delicious. It’s a great idea.”

Judy McLain, the children’s pro-

gramming coordinator for the West 
End Library, said Pi(e) Day started 
in 2019.

“It’s a little unique,” she said. 
“People will come here, meet and 
have pie and coffee and visit with 
each other.”

Most pies are homemade. Some 
are purchased from stores, she said.

Nearly 50 pies of varying fla-
vors were donated this year. Types 
include cherry, pumpkin, pecan, 
chocolate, cheesecake, blueberry, 
shoofly, peanut butter, lemon sponge 
and meringue, whoopie and more.

The price was $2 a slice plus 
coffee, or $10 for a whole pie, said 
McLain.

The funds generated from this 
fundraiser are used to assist with the 
expenses for the adult and children’s 
programs. Programming enables the 
community to experience and learn 
from knowledgeable presenters.

Pi is a mathematical constant that 
expresses the ratio of a circle’s cir-
cumference to its diameter. It is part 
of many formulas used in physics, 

Library celebrates  
Pi Day with Pi(e) Day

Pastry flavors included cherry, pumpkin, pecan, more

MATHEMATICAL CONSTANT
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Alice Knouse, 3, of Lewisburg, feeds pie to her grandmother Brenda Knouse, of Middleburg, at Pi(e) Day at the West End 
Library in Laurelton on Thursday.
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SELINSGROVE — Five Northum-
berland County students were honored 
for their resilience and determination 
to overcome barriers at the CSIU tran-
sitions conference Thursday at Susque-
hanna University.

Three students received awards in 
honor of Dr. Cynthia Schloss, who was 
a member of the Bloomsburg University 
Community and the CSIU Transition 
Coordinating Councils.

Connor Harris, a Midd-West School 
District student who studies at SUN Area 
Technical Institute, received the first 
place award. Va’Czan Cooper Longer, 
of Milton Area School District, received 

second place and Tyler Roberts, of War-
rior Run School District, received third
place.

Other nominees for the award in-
cluded Destiny Welch and Nathaniel
Hagenbuch, both of Milton Area School
District, Hunter Stahl, a Selinsgrove
Area School District student who studies
at SUN Area Technical Institute, and 
Lainee Gather, a Shikellamy School 
District student with CSIU Work Foun-
dations+.

The eyes of teachers and adminis-
trators in the room filled with tears as 
awards in honor of Andrew Hergan were
presented.

Stephanie Michaels, Shikellamy

Valley students honored at 
CSIU transition conference
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Keynote speaker Joanne Cashman and a panel of students 
from Northumberland county discuss messages at the CSIU 
transitions conference Thursday.

Danville 
probing 
weapon 
allegations 
in school
By Anna Wiest
awiest@dailyitem.com

DANVILLE — Danville parents 
received an alert Thursday afternoon 
that an allegation was made regarding 
a middle school student possessing a 
weapon.

Danville Superintendent Molly Nied 
said there is no evidence of a weapon 
being in the building.

The alert sent to parents said, 
“While we are thoroughly investigat-
ing the allegation, at this point in time 
there is no proof that this was the case. 
We will continue to investigate the 
situation including working with law 
enforcement to ensure safety for all.”

Nied said both school officials and 
borough police were involved in the 
investigation and continued to inves-
tigate evidence once the school day 
was over.

“At this point in time, there is zero 
evidence a weapon was at the school,” 
Nied said. “We will continue to inves-
tigate because safety is a top priority, 
but I truly believe this is the case of 
a rumor.”

According to the superintendent, 
the allegation was made by a student.

Valley 
forensics 
students to 
compete at 
state contest
By Anna Wiest
awiest@dailyitem.com

Students from three Valley dis-
tricts will compete against speakers 
from across the commonwealth in the 
Pennsylvania High School Speech 
League State Championships at 
Bloomsburg University on Friday 
and Saturday.

Danville Area High School will 
have five students competing in dif-
ferent events. Their coach, Victo-
ria Fischer, said her students have 
worked hard to qualify for competi-
tion at the state level.

“This year’s team has shown excel-
lent leadership, drive, and work ethic 
to get this far,” Fischer said. “They 
never cease to impress me and make 
me proud every day that I get to work 
with such talented speakers.”

Danville’s competitors include 
Hannah Diehl in commentary, Syd-
ney Hackenberg in dramatic inter-
pretation, Abra Cotner in senate, Ria 
Puvvula in Lincoln Douglas debate 
and JJ Nichols in poetry.

Shikellamy High School is taking 
four competitors to this year’s tourna-
ment. Shikellamy coach Ellen Boyer 
said the team has focused on rebuild-
ing throughout the season and hopes 
her state-level competitors make the 
most of the experience.

“This has been a rebuilding year 

See CONTEST, Page B2 See CSIU, Page B2
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By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY — Four Shikellamy 
School District directors voted no to 
pay Solicitor Mike Levin’s $17,000 

legal bills, citing them as out of control.
Directors Tom Webb, Jenna Eis-

ter-Whitaker, Joe Stutzman and Julie 
Brosius voted against paying Levin’s 
bills, which were on Thursday’s voting 
meeting agenda.

The bills were charged to the district 
in February by the Levin Legal Group, 
of Philadelphia.

Directors Lori Garman, Mike 
Thomas, Justin Lenner, Wendy Wiest 
and Slade Shreck voted in favor of 

paying the legal bills.
Levin, who rarely attends meetings, 

was called prior to the start of Thurs-
day’s meeting and remained on the 
phone during the vote for his legal 
bills.

Moments later, Webb asked to sep-
arate a vote on giving Superintendent 
Jason Bendle full authority to hire 
employees prior to board approval.

The issue came to light when Assis-
tant Superintendent Jeremy Winn was 

hired by Bendle and started his em-
ployment with the district two weeks 
before a board vote was taken.

At the time, Eister Whitaker and
former director Jennifer Wetzel voted 
against the hire because they said they 
felt Winn should not have begun work-
ing until he was brought before the 
board.

Webb, who has continued to vote no 

Shik votes to pay legal bills to law firm
Directors say $17,000 charges from  
office in Philadelphia are out of control

See BILLS, Page B4
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A Lewisburg woman 
accused of inappropriately 
touching a 12-year-old girl 
in July pleaded no contest to 
one of the charges in Union 
County Court on Thursday.

Khadijah S. Ligon, 37, of 
North Third Street, Lewis-
burg, pleaded no contest in 
front of Union County Judge 
Michael Piecuch to a misde-
meanor count of corruption 
of minors. In pleading no 
contest, Ligon did not admit 
guilt but acknowledged there 
is enough evidence against 
her that a jury might find her 
guilty.

The maximum penalty for 
this charge is up to five years 
in prison and a fine of $10,000. 
The plea agreement, if ac-
cepted by the judge, calls for 
two years of probation and the 
remaining charges dropped.

Piecuch ordered a pre-sen-
tence investigation. A sen-
tencing date has not yet been 
scheduled.

Police said Ligon touched 
the girl inappropriately 
between July 13 and 14 while 
the girl was staying with 
Ligon. Ligon was allegedly 
drunk when the incident 
occurred, police said.

— JUSTIN STRAWSER

DANVILLE

School bus 
involved in 
minor accident

Danville school bus 61 was 

involved in a minor accident 
this morning. There were no 
injuries, school district Super-
intendent Molly Nied said.

The bus driver and all 
students aboard the bus are 
safe. School and emergency 
personnel were on the scene 
to ensure the safety of all 
involved, Nied said.

— ANNA WIEST

LEWISBURG

Health Fair to 
be held April 6

The Evangelical Com-
munity Hospital Children’s 
Health Fair, featuring YMCA 
Healthy Kids Day Activities 
will be held at The Miller 
Center, Lewisburg, on Satur-
day, April 6, from 9 a.m. to 
noon.

The event, sponsored by 
GIANT and supported by 
AmeriHealth Caritas Penn-
sylvania, is for parents and 
children under 12 with a focus 
on key factors of good health 
including eating right, exer-
cising, taking part in health 
screenings, and making good 
decisions about healthy living.

Children are encouraged 
to wear shoes appropriate for 

physical activity. A rocket dart 
will be given to the first 300 
kids in attendance. In addition, 
children who attend will have 
a chance to win a bicycle.

The special activity sched-
ule for children attending 
includes 15-minute classes 
taught by YMCA certified 
instructors: Pound (cardio jam 
session) at 9:30 a.m., dance at 
10 a.m., and yoga at 10:30 a.m. 
Kingdom Kidz will be on-
hand to entertain at 10:30 a.m. 
An interactive obstacle course 
will be in place for kids.

No registration is required 
for any of the events.

A free bike helmet give-
away event for children 12 
and under is being held and is 
sponsored again this year by 
the Kiwanis Club of Buffalo 
Valley in Lewisburg, Inc. and 
new sponsor, The John C. 
Watson and John C. Watson 
Jr. Trust Fund. Participating 
children are asked to bring a 
new or gently used children’s 
book as a donation.

At the bike helmet give-
away station, children will be 
fitted with a bike helmet and 
instructed on safe bike helmet 
use. Children must be present 
to receive a helmet and to have 
it properly fitted. Supplies are 
limited and will be given away 

on a first-come basis.
For more information on 

the Children’s Health Fair, 
contact Evangelical Commu-
nity Health and Wellness by 
calling 570-768-3200.
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MIFFLINBURG

Library hosting 
donut hole 
fundraiser

Herr Memorial Library is 
again partnering with Mam-
my’s Donut Shop of Rebers-
burg to present delicious, 
freshly made donut holes that 
benefit the library. The library 
is taking orders now through 
April 17.

The cost is $9 for a one 
dozen box of donut holes. 
Flavors to choose from 
include: glazed, white cream 
powdered, peanut butter 
chocolate, Bavarian cream 
powdered, and coffee cream 
powdered. Payment is due at 
time of ordering and checks 
can be made payable to Herr 
Memorial Library.

Donut orders may be picked 
after 1 p.m. April 26 at Herr 
Memorial Library, 500 Mar-
ket St., Mifflinburg. Proceeds 
benefit the Herr Memorial 
Library and are used for new 
materials and programs.

For ordering options visit 
the Herr Memorial Library or 
call 570-966-0831.
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SUNBURY

Extension to 
offer energy 
webinar

The Penn State Extension 
will be holding an Energy 
Efficiency Programs webinar 
at noon on Thursday, March 
21.

During the Energy Effi-
ciency Programs webinar, 
agricultural producers or 
small business owners can 
learn about various federal 
and state energy efficiency 
programs they may qualify 
for. These programs may in-
clude grants, rebates, loans, 
or tax incentives. Extension 
Educators will provide 
guidance on programs such 
as the Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP), 
grants and rebates offered 
through the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, tax credits 
for renewable projects, and 
utility rebate programs.

Pre-registration is re-
quired for this free event. 
Register ASAP, as space is 
limited to 500 participants. 
Registered participants will 
receive a recording. Par-
ticipants can register at the 
following website https://bit.
ly/EnergyEfficiencyMarch. 
Any questions about this 
webinar can be directed 
to Thomas Beresnyak at 
teb119@psu.edu.

— THE DAILY ITEM
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for the Shikellamy forensics 
team and we welcomed many 
new middle school members 
who are very talented and 
have great potential,” Boyer 
said. “The high school team 
members who will represent 
Shkellamy this weekend have 
worked very hard throughout 
the year and are looking for-
ward to a great experience at 
the State Championship event. 
They have all been very suc-
cessful during the season and 
could certainly do well this 
weekend.”

Shikellamy’s state competi-
tors include Micah Shively and 
Antonio Charriez in humorous 
interpretation as well as Ra-
chel Inch and Peyton Wiest in 
prose reading.

Five Selinsgrove Area High 
School students will also 
compete at the tournament. 
Their coach, Brittany Bun-
ting-Specht, said her students’ 
commitment inspires her.

“Our students have com-
mitted themselves to consis-
tent practice throughout the 
season,” Bunting-Specht said. 
“They inspire me on a daily 
basis with their boundless cre-
ativity, how they continually 
strive to improve and how they 
show support and encourage-
ment to one another.”

Members of the Selinsgrove 
team competing at states are 
the team of Quinn Stanford 
and Aaron Mann in news 
broadcasting, Kelsey Persons 
in poetry and the team of 
Addyson Smith and Abigail 

Watkins in duo interpretation.
Students from each team 

said they are working hard to 
prepare for the tournament.

Diehl, a Danville sopho-
more, said she looks forward 
to competing at states this 
weekend after having a great 
experience at the tournament 
last year.

“I had an amazing experi-
ence last time. it was so much 
fun competing with other stu-
dents from around the state,” 
Diehl said. “The memories I 
made with people I met and 
my team are irreplaceable.”

Diehl said she has grown in 
many ways since she began 
participating in forensics when 
she was in seventh grade.

“Forensics has given me a 
sense of confidence that I never 
felt possible before I joined. It 
has made me the strong, con-
fident, and courageous young 
woman I am today,” Diehl said. 

“I can’t thank my coach Victo-
ria Fischer enough for all the 
time and effort she puts into 
making this club something I 
am most proud of! I truly wish 
more people would recognize 
how much forensics can do for 
young students who need a bit 
of a confidence boost.”

Shikellamy senior Rachel 
Inch said she is competing at 
the state level for the second 
time and is looking forward to 
seeing other high-level com-
petitors.

“Last year, it was very 
competitive and I loved every 
second of it,” Inch said. “The 
only thing I didn’t like was 
the anticipation of waiting in 
between my rounds!”

Competing in forensics is 
something near and dear to 
Inch’s heart.

“Performing in forensics has 
probably been one of my best 
experiences and achievements 

so far,” she said.
Selinsgrove junior Quinn 

Stanford said he has qualified 
for both state and national 
tournaments for the past three 
years.

Stanford said he enjoys 
working with a teammate to 
prepare for news broadcasting.

“You need to find news sto-
ries from the last 2 weeks and 

then make a news report and 
deliver it in 3 minutes,” Stan-
ford said.

Last year, Stanford com-
peted in the category with 
teammate Philip Gesumaria 
and they placed second in 
the state. The experience left 
Stanford with fond memories, 
he said.

Valley forensics students to compete at state contestValley forensics students to compete at state contest
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Shikellamy High School students Rachel Inch, An-
tonio Charriez, Peyton Wiest and Micah Shively 
will compete in the state forensics tournament this 
weekend.

Photo provided
Selinsgrove students Aaron Mann, Quinn Stanford, 
Kelsey Persons, Abigail Watkins and Addyson Smith
will compete at the state forensics tournament at 
Bloomsburg University this weekend.

Photo provided
Danville students pose for a photo with coach Victoria
Fischer after qualifying to compete at the state level.
The students include Abra Cotner, Sydney Hacken-
berg, Hannah Diehl, Ria Puvvula and JJ Nichols.

Supervisors 
sign $214K 
contract 
for garage 
expansion
By Rick Dandes
rdandes@dailyitem.com

NORTHUMBERLAND — 
Point Township supervisors 
have signed a contract with 
Martin’s Construction LLC, of 
Mifflinburg, the low bidder, for 
a $214,356 garage expansion 
project.

During Tuesday night’s 
meeting, township office man-
ager Amanda McClain said 
grants and American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funding will 
pay for the project.

The board also approved a 
change order on the project 
that adjusted the height of the 
garage doors from 10 to 12 
feet. The change order added 
$6,641 to the overall cost.

The township’s police 
cruiser has been sold for 
$5,100, McClain said. The 
money has been deposited in 
the township’s general fund.

Later in the meeting, Super-
visor Chair Randy Yoxheimer 
said that he wanted the town-
ship to prepare a list of road-
ways most in need of repair.

“I want to make this a pri-
ority as we move forward this 
year and over the next few 
years. The list would docu-
ment what roads can be saved,” 
he said. “I’d like to put more 
of our money into these road 
projects.”

The township is preparing 
a request for proposals for 
paving on the Kapp Heights 
project, Cannery, and Leeds 
streets.

The meeting began with a 
moment of silence in memory 
of Point Township residents 
Wendy Filbert, 63, and Mi-
chael John Filbert, 40, who 
died in a March 4 house fire. 
Wendy and Michael John were 
the mother and stepbrother of 
Point Towship Assistant Fire 
Chief Michael Erdman.

School District’s director of 
special education, said it was 
a difficult moment for all as 
Hergan passed just last week.

Micah Shively, of Shike-
llamy School District, and 
Kaden Hine, of Mount Car-
mel Area School District, each 
received awards in honor of 
Hergan.

The event’s keynote speaker, 
Joanne Cashman, had the as-
sistance of a group of seven 
students from each of the 
school districts in Northum-
berland County.

Cashman and the panel of 
students discussed various 
messages and what they meant 
to the students.

Cashman prompted the stu-
dents to ponder what it means 
to “be you.”

“You should pursue what 
you want to do and not let any-
one else tell you otherwise,” 
Shively said.

Others discussed a message 
surrounding resilience. “You 
get knocked down a lot, but 
you have to keep going,” Hine 
said.

This theme was near and 
dear for Roberts, a volunteer 
firefighter.

“We had a training over the 
summer and learned that ev-
eryone has something they’ll 
struggle with, but when you’re 
scared in those moments, you 
have to move forward,” he said.

Following the speaker and 
awards ceremony, the students 
attending the conference at-
tended three panels. The first 
was on staying safe on social 
media, presented by Shawn 
Williams, chief of police at the 
Shikellamy School District. 
The second was on first im-
pressions, presented by Laura 
Taylor of the Office of Voca-
tional Rehabilitation. The third 
panel featured Ann Dzwonzik 
of Evangelical Community 
Hospital, who presented on 
the truth about vaping.

Students Students 
honored honored 
at CSIU at CSIU 
conferenceconference
CSIU, from Page B1


