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BY LAURYN LONGACRE

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — Thirty-four 
pieces of  artwork were 
displayed during one of  
the Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit’s (CSIU) 
biggest events of  the year as 
friends, family members and 
teachers gathered Wednes-
day to celebrate the artistic 
talent of  area students.

The CSIU Art Program 
was launched in 2017 to 
allow students from local 
school districts to submit 
their art pieces for the CSIU 
to purchase and profession-
ally display throughout its 
lobby.

At a Wednesday reception, 
CSIU Executive Director 
Dr. John Kurelja introduced 
each student artist from 14 
regional school districts and 
their respective piece of  art, 
which were crafted with var-
ious mediums.

“We love putting this on 
for the students and recog-
nizing them; it’s just a great 
event. I feel like it gets bigger 
and bigger every year,” said 
Heather Taggart, CSIU com-
munications coordinator. “I 
love all of  the art pieces… 
some of  them are just so life-

like, it’s just amazing.”
As part of  the reception, 

students stood next to their 
works. Some were exhibited 
inside a handcrafted glass 
cabinet, such as Line Moun-
tain High School senior Leah 
Dangler’s ceramic piece, 
“The Stringless Void.”

“It makes me feel really 
happy in that I can say that I 

did this; it’s like a big accom-
plishment for me,” Dangler 
said, of  her displayed work.

Her black-and-white 
ceramic teapot is charac-
terized by various patterns, 
such as vines, checkers and 
endless abstract lines.

Dangler said it took her 

Artistic talent on display
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Lewisburg Area High School sophomore Linghan Wan 
stands next to her watercolor painting ‘Koi Fish,’ now on 
displayed at the CSIU headquarters.
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LEWISBURG — Union 
County has joined the Law 
Enforcement Treatment 
Initiative (LETI) to mediate 
drug abuse-related offenses 
in the region while offering 
a hand-up to those suffering 
from substance use disor-
der.

Attorney General 
Michelle Henry announced 
the county’s involvement 
with the collaborative pro-
gram on Wednesday.

LETI was launched in 
2020 by the Pennsylvania 
Office of  Attorney General 
and law enforcement to 
redirect individuals with 
substance abuse issues to 
treatment services in an 
effort to lower incarcera-
tion rates for drug-related 
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substance 
disorder 
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MILTON — A concept which gained in popularity at a
Laporte campground is being incorporated into Milton’s
annual fall Harvest Festival as a way to showcase communi-
ty pride.

Ray and Kathy Coker moved to Milton seven years ago,
and this year joined the Milton Harvest Festival committee. 
The 2024 edition of  the festival is slated for Sept. 6-15 in the 
borough.

Prior to moving to Milton, the Cokers operated a camp-
ground in Laporte for 10 years. Ray said they opted to 
become involved with the festival as they’re “community
minded people.”

While operating the campground, the Cokers offered an

Painted panthers to 
promote community pride
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Ray Coker, with a painted panther like the ones which will 
be available to Milton businesses to decorate for display 
during the Milton Harvest Festival.
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WATSONTOWN — More than a dozen people have been 
preparing for the past three months for a musical produc-
tion designed to raise funds to feed hungry souls.

“Kidnapped on I-Land” will be presented at 6 p.m. Fri-
day, May 17 and Saturday, May 18, at Revival Tabernacle, 
960 Susquehanna Trail, Watsontown. A free-will offering 
will be collected to benefit the Soup for Souls program, 
which feeds needy children in the Philippines.

Vicki Cool is serving as the play’s director. She proposed
the idea of  the church offering a spring musical to Jilline 
Bond, who serves as a pastor at the church alongside her 
husband, senior Pastor James Bond.

The church immediately embraced the production, par-
ticularly since it was designed to raise funds for a ministry

Pirate program to raise funds
to feed hungry children
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From left, Hunter Cool as Paulie Parrot, Jenis Santana as 
Ollie Octopus and Julian Cool as Silas Sailor rehearse their 
musical number for ‘Kidnapped on I-Land.’
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supported by those who 
attend the church.

“I have a heart for mission-
aries,” Cool said. “I wanted
to raise money for missions. 
I used to write to missionar-
ies as a child.”

She was particularly 
moved by the program in the 
Philippines. Cool works at 
a local hospital, where she 
works alongside nurses who 
are from the Philippines.

“The Philippine nurses... 
are like family to me,” Cool 
said. “It kinda puts a special 
place in your heart when you 
realize we are all family. We
are God’s family. How can
we not help our brothers and 
sisters wherever they are?”

According to Cool, the
Soups for Souls program 
needs to raise $2,500 to 
sustain its efforts for the
remainder of  the year.

Along with the play, Cool 

will be showing a Power 
Point presentation featuring 
missionaries supported by
the church.

“When you see the Power 
Point about the children we
are helping... how can you
not realize you are called 
to a greater purpose?” Cool 
asked.

That message, she said, fits
right into the play’s message.

“(Those who attend the 
play) need to take away from
it the message that it’s not 
about yourself. It’s about oth-
ers,” Cool said.

The play focuses on Silas,
a pirate who embarks on an
adventure where he learns 
the importance of  putting 
God first.

Rehearsals for the musical 
started in March.

“The set is coming togeth-
er,” Cool said, earlier in the 
week. “We finally got the
boat built. We got all the cos-

tumes. They are all here.”
The Bonds said they are

thankful for the efforts the 
cast and crew are putting
into making the show a
success. In addition to Cool,
Morgan Davis and Amy 
Santa Rosa are serving as 
co-directors.

“It is a passionate desire 
of  theirs, and Revival Taber-
nacle, to help those in need 
around the world, and in
our own community,” Jilline 
said. “This musical has cast 
members of  all ages who
will be telling a very distinct
story of  how lives can be
changed when we focus on
others.”

The cast of  the musical 
includes Nathan Cool, Hunt-
er Cool, James Cool, Julian 
“Jac” Cool, Erin Noah, Jovie
Buck, Makayla Tate-Mc-
Cann, Paisley Tate-McCann,
Jenis Santana, Aleaha Sipe, 
Lynette Ackley, Melanie 

Saltsgiver and Jankiel San-
tana.

Anyone who wishes to
donate to the cause, but is
unable to attend the produc-
tions, can do so online at 

RevTab.com, and by specify-
ing a donation for missions.

Kevin Mertz can be reached at 570-

742-9671 ext. 117 or kevin@stan-

dard-journal.com.

nearly four weeks to assem-
ble the piece, including “pull-
ing an all-nighter” to finish 
its final touches.

Lewisburg Area High 
School student Vivan Vance 
took a different approach 
with her gouache piece titled 
“Tivoli,” which depicts a 
19th-century amusement 
park in Copenhagen, Den-
mark.

“I played piano (at this 
reception) last year and it’s 
really awesome that I get 
to be on the other side of  
things,” Vance said.

Vance estimated that her 
impressionistic painting 
took around 10 hours to 
complete after working on 
it during art classes and at 
home.

Vince’s sophomore peer at 
Lewisburg, Linghan Wan, 

displayed her watercolor 
painting, “Koi Fish,” just a 
few feet down the hall.

The painting shows four 
multicolored carp fish swim-
ming through a lily pond. 
It was framed by the CSIU 
with a light green boulder 
accented by an inner line of  
orange.

“It was a school assign-
ment at first, but I kind of  
diverged off  of  the actual 
assignment,” Wan explained.

According to Wan, her 
teacher wanted the students 
to create an image of  “some-
thing underwater,” alluding 
more to the sea than other 
bodies of  water.

“I like fish, so I think koi 
are cool,” she said. “The 
framing is really nice; I think 
the green and the orange 
matched together are really 
pretty.”

Marion Ulrich, a 

Shamokin Area High School 
sophomore, also dabbled in 
watercolor for her master-
piece, “Bridge to My Memo-
ry.”

The piece shows a dreamy 
image of  a covered bridge 
surrounded by greenery and 
a dark tunnel leading to a 
glow of  light.

“I think it looks absolutely 
wonderful; it’s a lot better 
than I expected,” Ulrich 
said about her display. “I 
don’t usually paint. This is 
probably the third time I’ve 
painted in my entire life, and 
I’m very proud of  myself  for 
how it came out.”

Ulrich also thanked her art 
teacher, Shawn McGugan, 
for pushing her out of  her 
comfort zone.

Lauryn Longacre can be reached at 

570-742-9671 ext. 114 or email news-

reporter@standard-journal.com.
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Lewisburg High School student Vivian Vance stands next to 
her gouache painting of Tivoli in Copenhagen, which took 
nearly 10 hours to complete.
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Paisley Tate-McCann and Hunter Cool rehearse for 
‘Kidnapped on I-Land.’
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activity in which campers could
paint hand-crafted wooden bears for 
display at their campsites.

“We made them as three sizes,
mama bear, papa bear, baby bear,” 
Ray explained. “We had our campers 
do it as a family activity. They loved 
it.”

The Cokers approached the festi-
val committee with a similar idea,
which was immediately embraced.

As the panther is the Milton Area
School District mascot, the Cokers 
are crafting and priming 30 wooden 
panthers.

The wooden panthers are being 
made available for businesses to 
purchase, paint and display at their
locations during the festival.

“We are selling (the wooden pan-
thers) for $25 each, to merchants,”
Ray explained. “The festival will 
make a little money.”

Thus far, 16 of  the 30 panthers have 

been sold to businesses which plan
to paint them for display.

“(The businesses have) embraced
it,” Ray said. “The biggest concern 
may be do they have enough talent to
(paint them). That’s easy, get the kids 
involved, the grandkids.”

The Cokers are encouraging the 
businesses which purchase the pan-
thers to paint them in themes related 
to the business, or a nonprofit orga-
nization they support.

“We try to stay away from religion 
and politics (in the designs),” Ray
said.

Businesses interested in purchas-
ing a panther to paint should email 
miltonharvestfestival@gmail.com.

According to the festival website, a
full slate of  activities are scheduled
for the festival.

The 2024 schedule includes:
• Friday, Sept. 6: Tomato Bowl,

6:30 p.m. pre-game ceremonies, Mil-
ton Area High School Alumni Field. 
Milton Black Panthers vs. Southern 

Columbia Tigers.
• Saturday, Sept. 7: Arts, crafts

and food vendors open, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Broadway and Bound Ave-
nue; 28-mile bike race, registration
opens at 8 a.m. on Filbert Street.
Race starts at 9:30; pet parade, 9 to 
9:30 a.m. registration, 10 a.m. parade, 
Elm Street; Milton Model Train 
Museum open, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Milton Community Center third
floor, 139 S. Front St.; Milton Area 
High School marching band concert, 
11:45 a.m., Lincoln Park; Princess 
pageant, 7 p.m. Milton Area High 
School auditorium.

• Sunday, Sept. 8: Little Miss/
Junior Miss Pageant, 4 p.m., Milton
Area High School auditorium.

• Monday, Sept. 9: Pumpkin Roll,
6 to 6:30 p.m. registration, Academy 
Avenue and Locust Street.

• Tuesday, Sept. 10: Scarecrow
Patch, 5 to 6:30 p.m., Race and South 
Front streets.

• Wednesday, Sept. 11: 5 to 8 p.m.,

Boogie on Bound, Bound Avenue. 
Featuring music by Ann Kerstetter 
Band; 9/11 ceremony, 6 p.m., Veter-
ans Memorial Park and Walkway, 
South Front Street.

• Thursday, Sept. 12: Harvest Pops 
Concert, 7 p.m., St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church, 102 L. Market St., 
milton.

• Saturday, Sept. 14: Arts, crafts and
food vendors open, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Broadway and Bound Avenue; 5K 
race, registration at 7:30 a.m., race 
starts at 9, Filbert Street; Chalk the
Walk, 10 to 11:30 a.m., Elm Street; 
Milton Model Train Museum open, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Milton Communi-
ty Center, 139 S. Front St.; Harvest 
parade, 1 p.m., Front Street.

• Sunday, Sept. 15: Harvest Festival 
Concert, 7 p.m., Milton Lutheran
Church, 100 Mahoning St., Milton.

Kevin Mertz can be reached at 570-742-9671 

ext. 117 or kevin@standard-journal.com.
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