
Estell Manor School District    ~   Minutes   ~    September 26, 2018 

ESTELL MANOR BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING  

WEDNESDAY September 26, 2018 - 7:00 P.M. – CAFETERIA 
 

Call to Order – Mrs. Barbetto, President 
The Estell Manor Board of Education held a regular meeting on Wednesday, September 26, 2018 
at the Estell Manor Elementary School. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board 
President, Mrs. Barbetto. 
 
President’s Announcement of Open Public Meeting 
This is to advise those present that adequate notice of meeting has been given in the official 
newspapers and posted in two public places as required by laws of 1975, Ch.231, commonly 
known as the Open Meeting Act. 

 
Salute to the Flag – The President, Mrs. Barbetto, led the Flag Salute. 

Roll Call  
Bonnie Barbetto -President  X 
Brianne Seelman –Vice President  X 
Sarah Ferrari  X 
Alicia Gray  X  
Kathy Mimler  X 
    
Dianna Abraham, Superintendent  X 
Joseph Rodio, SBA/Board Secretary  X 
Kayleen Egan, Solicitor  X 

 
Public Comments  
MOTION: To open Public Comment. 
Motion: K.Mimler Second: A.Gray, all in favor, no one opposed. Time 7:01 P.M. 
 
Parents #1 Michelle & Aaron Buchanan expressed their displeasure with the bus situation that 
their son has been subjected to. They indicated that they live 1 mile from the school and he was 
on the bus for over an hour. Eventually, their son was then taken off the bus by a friend, and the 
bus driver did not ask who the person was. Their 6 year old son has been traumatized, referring 
to the bus driver as scary mean lady. Mr. Buchanan indicated that he called Sheppard (Gladys 
Thomas) and left voice mail on several occasions (9/11, 9/20, 9/24.)  
 
Brett Gorman indicated that the Board will take action. 
 
Parent #2 Kristine Kelly indicated that her child is also on the bus with the Buchanan’s child. 
The bus driver did not show up on day 1! She also expressed her dissatisfaction. The bus ride 
was 40 minutes to the distance that should have taken 5 minutes. She questioned the capabilities 
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of this bus driver, and asked that the Board supports their concerns to get a new driver and 
reasonable routes.  
 
Parent #3 Robin E. echoed the concerns of the other parents. 
 
Lisa Perillo indicated that there will be a tree lighting ceremony and parade in December in 
Estell Manor and that the organizing group will be submitting a use of facilities for use of the 
school parking lot in October. 
 
Nancy Wanner expressed her concern regarding the Lice Policy and the form going home to all 
families. Additionally, she voiced her concern as to the policy of employee physicals.  
 
MOTION: To close Public Comment 
Motion: B.Seelman Second: A.Gray, all in favor, no one opposed. Time 7:30 P.M. 
 
Superintendent Report – September 
 
Enrollment Information 2018-2019 
  Sep-18 
Estell 182 
Buena HS 34 
ACIT HS 26 
Choice to OC HS 9 
Charter HS 1 
Choice to Upper 2 
ACSSSD 2 
Upper 1 
 Total 257 

 
Dianna Abraham Report 

1. Drills:  
a. August 30: Fire Drill Evacuation time 1:40 
b. Aug. 30: Table top drill – review of security drills and procedures 
c. Sept. 13: Fire Drill Evacuation time 1:47 
d. Sept. 25 Lockdown 

2. Successful Opening 
a. Teacher in services  
b. Back to school night Sept 13 – attendance ranged from 4 or 5 parents some in 

upper grade classes to around 20 in some lower grade classes 
c. HSA Book Fair, Ice Cream social, Family Tie Dye,  

3. There was one potential HIB case reported where the threshold assessment was 
used and it was determined that here was no need to investigate further.  The 
parent of the victim supported that conclusion.  Remediation with the school 
counselor occurred. 
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4. Upcoming events 
a. Teacher In service on Oct. 5 includes Discovery Education, Go Math, Science 

Dimensions, and curriculum and PARCC analysis 
b. Week of Respect Oct 1-4 
c. Picture Day Oct. 9 
d. Violence Awareness Week Oct. 15-19 

5. PARCC results presentation 
a. Tami Schoenborn provided a Power Point presentation of the PARCC Results 

i. Action as a result of the PARCC data analysis is that 5th and 6th grade 
Math classes have been restored to 1 periods per day. 

 
MOTION: To approve the Curriculum & Student Affairs items. Motion: B. Seelman 
Second: S. Ferrari 
 

Board Member Roll Call Abstain 
Bonnie Barbetto  Yes   
Sarah Ferrari  Yes   
Alicia Gray  Yes   
Kathy Mimler  Yes  
Brianne Seelman  Yes   

1) Recommend approval of the following field trips (Attachment #1): 
a. SEAS Program 
b. Franklin Institute 
c. Arden Theatre 
d. Stockton University (Addendum #1A) 
 

2) Recommend approval of the attached professional development. (Attachment #2) 
 

3) Recommend approval of the following HIB reports that were reported and investigated 
by Mrs. Kuppel: 
 
      2018-19-1 Evidence of HIB was found 

  2018-19-2 Evidence of HIB was found 
  2018-19-3 Evidence of HIB was found. 

 
(4A) Recommend approval of filing the School Self-Assessment for Determining Grades 
under the   Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 with the New Jersey 
Department of Education. (Addendum #2A) 

 
 

A. Policy – No new policy presented. 
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MOTION: To approve the Finance items. Motion: B.Seelman Second: K.Mimler 
 

Board Member Roll Call Abstain 
Bonnie Barbetto  Yes   
Sarah Ferrari  Yes   
Alicia Gray  Yes   
Kathy Mimler  Yes  
Brianne Seelman  Yes   

 
    C. Finance  
(1) Monthly Certifications  
 
Board Secretary’s Certification:  
Pursuant to Administrative Code, N.J.A.C. 6A: 23A16.10(c)(3) I certify that as of July 31, 2018 no 
budgetary line item account has obligations and payments (contractual orders) which in total 
exceed the amount appropriated by the Estell Manor City Board of Education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A: 22-8.1 and N.J.S.A. 18A: 22-8.2, and no budgetary line item account has been over expended 
in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)3, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)3, it is 
certified that there are no changes in anticipated revenue amounts and sources for the month of 
July 2018.  
Board of Education Monthly Financial Certification:  
The Board Secretary recommends the Board certify that according to the Board Secretary's 
Certification as of July 31, 2018, after review of the Secretary's Monthly Financial Reports 
submitted, to the best of their knowledge: 

• no major account or fund has been over-expended   
• no line item account has encumbrances & expenditures, which in total exceed the line 

item appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c)3 & N.J.A. 6A:23A-
16.10(c)4 

• that sufficient funds are available to meet the District's financial obligations for the 
remainder of the fiscal year, and that the secretary's and treasurer's reports are in 
agreement for the month of July 2018. (Attachment # 3) 

 
(2) Recommend approval of the August 2018 proposed expenditures of $89,110.14 (Attachment 
#4) 
 
 (2A) Recommend approval of additional August 2018 expenditures of $93,328.43 (Addendum                            
#3A) 
 
(3A) Recommend approval of the attached budget transfers for July 2018 (Addendum #4A) 
 
(4) Recommend approval of the GEHR High School District Consortium transportation agreement 
for the 2018-2019 school year which includes transportation to Buena High School, ACIT, and 
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Estell Manor School District, for a total amount of $231,820.80, which includes an administrative 
fee to GEHR in the amount of $11,039.10. (Attachment #5) 
 
(5) Recommend approval of the Special Education Tuition Contract Agreement with the Upper 
Township Board of Education for 1 student in a Communication Impaired special class in the 
amount of $96,285.00. (Attachment #6) 
 
(6) Recommend approval of a contract with the State of New Jersey, Commission For The Blind 
and Visually Impaired for an additional student for the 2018-2019 school year in the amount of 
$1,900.00. (Attachment #7) 
 
(7) Recommend approval of a Special Education Tuition Contract Agreement with the Atlantic 
County Special Services School District for 2 students in the multiple disabled special class for 
the 2018-2019 school year in the amount of $40,140.00 each, for a total of $80,240.00. 
(Attachment #8) 
 
(8) Recommend approval of a Standard Service Contract for the following services from 
September 2018 to August 2019 (Attachment #10): 
  Service/Maintenance for the communication System   $3,234.00 
                        Service/Maintenance for the access control system      $1,881.56 
  10% Discount                                                                    (511.66) 
 
  Total                                                                               $4,605.90 
 
(9) Recommend approval of participation in the Alliance For Competitive Energy Services 
(ACES,) an alliance composed of NJSBA, NJASA, and NJASBO member schools for the 
participation in the cooperative pricing of electric generation services. (Attachment #10) 
 
MOTION: To approve the following Facilities item. 
Motion: S.Ferrari Second: B.Seelman 
 

Board Member Roll Call Abstain 
Bonnie Barbetto  Yes   
Sarah Ferrari  Yes   
Alicia Gray  Yes   
Kathy Mimler  Yes  
Brianne Seelman  Yes   

 
D. Facilities Report 

 
1) Monthly Report (Attachment #11) 

 
2) Use of facility – Estell Manor Municipal Alliance – Volleyball (Attachment #12)  
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MOTION: To approve the following Personnel item (1) Motion: B.Seelman Second: 
K.Mimler 

Board Member Roll Call Abstain 
Bonnie Barbetto  Yes   
Sarah Ferrari  Yes   
Alicia Gray  Yes   
Kathy Mimler  Yes  
Brianne Seelman  Yes   

 
1) Recommend approval of the following substitute teacher: 

 
  Dorothy Willson 
     
 (2A) Recommend approval that all teachers can be utilized for After-School Tutors for the 
2018-2019 school year at a current contractual rate of $36.00/hour. 
  
Committee Meetings/Info – No update. 

MOTION: To approve the following Minutes. Motion: K.Mimler Second: B.Seelman 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes        

Public Meeting: August 22, 2018 (Attachment #13) 
Executive Session Meeting: No Executive Session on August 22, 2018 

  
Correspondence Items  
 
NJSBA Workshop is October 22 through October 25 (Deadline to register is 10/9/18.) Board 
member can satisfy their mandatory Board Training at the convention or opt to take the classes 
online. 

Old Business / New Business  
 
Alicia Gray inquired as to whether or not the school facility was a smoke free premise. (Yes, it 
is.) 
 
MOTION: To open Public Comment. 
Motion: A.Gray Second: B.Seelman, all in favor, no one opposed. Time 8:00 P.M. 
 
No additional comment. 
 
MOTION: To close Public Comment 
Motion: A.Gray Second: K.Mimler, all in favor, no one opposed. Time 8:00 P.M  
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Executive Session (If Needed) 
WHEREAS, Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, known as the Open Public Meetings Act, provides 
that a public body may not exclude the public from any meeting to discuss any matter described 
therein until the public body has first adopted a Resolution; and WHEREAS, the Board of 
Education of the Estell Manor School District has determined that the following items must be 
discussed in closed session and that the public must be excluded from said deliberations; and  
WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Estell Manor School District has determined that the 
subject matter of the closed discussion falls within those matters described in subsection 7b of 
the Open Public Meetings Act; Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Board of Education of the 
Estell Manor School District, Atlantic County, state of New Jersey, that: The Board of Education 
will go into closed session to discuss matters that may pertain to (Legal, Privacy, Negotiations, 
Finance, Personnel, or Litigation).  There (may or may not) be action taken. Be it further 
resolved that the Board of Education of the Estell Manor School District will disclose to the 
public the subject matter of said closed discussions as soon as the matters have been resolved and 
the determination can be disclosed to the public.  
 
 
MOTION: To adopt the above Resolution.  
B.Seelman Second: S.Ferrari, all in favor, no one opposed. Time 8:01 P.M.  
 
MOTION: To resume Open Public Session. 
Motion: S.Ferrari Second: B. Seelman Motion carried unanimously. Time 8:20 P.M. 
 
MOTION: To adjorn. 
Motion S.Ferrari Second: B.Seelman Motion carried unanimously. Time 8:21 P.M. 
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