
FENTANYL FACTS

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up 

to 50 times stronger than heroin and 

100 times stronger than morphine. It is 

a major contributor to fatal and nonfatal 

overdoses in the U.S.1 

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up to 

stronger than heroin stronger than morphine 

There are two types of fentanyl: pharmaceutical fentanyl and illicitly manufactured fentanyl. Both are 

considered synthetic opioids. Pharmaceutical fentanyl is prescribed by doctors to treat severe pain, 

especially after surgery and for advanced-stage cancer. However, most recent cases of fentanyl-

related overdose are linked to illicitly manufactured fentanyl, which is distributed through illegal drug 

markets for its heroin-like effect. It is often added to other drugs because of its extreme potency, 

which makes drugs cheaper, more powerful, more addictive, and more dangerous. 

ILLICITLY MANUFACTURED FENTANYL 
Illicitly manufactured fentanyl (IMF) is available on the drug market in different forms, including liquid 

and powder . Fentanyl-laced drugs are extremely dangerous, and many people may be unaware that 

their drugs are laced with fentanyl. 

Powdered fentanyl  looks just like 

many other drugs. It is commonly 

mixed with drugs like heroin, cocaine,

and methamphetamine and made into 

pills that are made to resemble other 

prescription opioids.

Street Names for Fentanyl 

- Apache 

- Dance Fever 

- Friend 

- Goodfellas

- Jackpot 

- Murder  8

- Tango & Cash1

In its liquid form, IMF can be found 

in nasal sprays, eye drops, or dropped 

onto paper like small candies. 



FENTANYL AND OVERDOSE
Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids are the most common drugs involved in overdose deaths.1 Even in 

small doses, it can be deadly. 

Over 150 people die every day from overdoses 

related to synthetic opioids like fentanyl.2 

Drugs may contain deadly levels of fentanyl, and you wouldn’t be able to see it, taste it, or smell it. It is 

nearly impossible to tell if drugs have been laced with fentanyl unless you test your drugs with fentanyl 

testing strips. Testing strips are inexpensive, typically give results within 5 minutes, and can be the 

difference between life or death. Even if the test is negative, caution should be taken as test strips might 

not detect more potent fentanyl-like drugs, like carfentanil.3 

SIGNS OF OVERDOSE 
Recognizing the signs of opioid overdose can save a life. Here are some things 

to look for: 

- Small, constricted “pinpoint pupils” 

- Falling asleep or losing consciousness 

- Slow, weak, or no breathing 

- Choking or gurgling sounds 

- Limp body 

- Cold, clammy, and/or discolored skin 

WHAT TO  DO IF YOU THINK SOMEONE IS OVERDOSING
It may be hard to tell whether a person is high or experiencing an overdose. If you aren’t sure, it’s best 

to treat the situation like an overdose—you could save a life. 

Call 911 

immediately.* 

Administer 

naloxone,** 

if available. 

Try to keep the 

person awake 

and breathing. 

Lay  the person 

on their side to 

prevent choking. 

Stay with them 

until emergency 

workers arrive. 
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Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:290–7. 10.15585/mmwr.mm6911a4 

2. NCHS, National Vital Statistics System. Estimates for 2020 are based on provisional data. Estimates for 2015-2019 are based on  nal
data (available from: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm). 
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*   Most states have laws that may protect a person who is overdosing or the person who called for help from legal trouble. 
** Naloxone is a life-saving medication that can reverse the effects of opioid overdose and save lives. It is available in all 
     50 states and can be purchased from a local pharmacy without a prescription in most states. 



English

Stop Overdose
E_Z[ AaP]OZ^P <ZXP

Datos sobre el fentanilo

9W QPY_LYTWZ P^ `Y Z[TZTOP ^TY_h_TNZ \`P P^ SL^_L .) aPNP^ Xg^ Q`P]_P \`P WL SP]ZiYL d *)) aPNP^ Xg^ Q`P]_P \`P WL XZ]tYL' 9^

`Y TX[Z]_LY_P QLN_Z] NZY_]TM`dPY_P L WL^ ^ZM]POZ^T^ XZ]_LWP^ d YZ XZ]_LWP^ PY WZ^ 99' GG'

<Ld OZ^ _T[Z^ OP QPY_LYTWZ3 el fentanilo farmacéuticoel fentanilo farmacéutico d el fentanilo fabricado ilícitamenteel fentanilo fabricado ilícitamente' 5XMZ^ ^P NZY^TOP]LY Z[TZTOP^

^TY_h_TNZ^' 9W QPY_LYTWZ QL]XLNh`_TNZ P^ ]PNP_LOZ [Z] WZ^ XhOTNZ^ [L]L _]L_L] PW OZWZ] TY_PY^Z% P^[PNTLWXPY_P OP^[`h^ OP `YL

Z[P]LNTkY d PY WL^ P_L[L^ LaLYeLOL^ OPW NgYNP]'

ETY PXML]RZ% WZ^ NL^Z^ Xg^ ]PNTPY_P^ OP ^ZM]POZ^T^ ]PWLNTZYLOL^ NZY PW QPY_LYTWZ P^_gY aTYN`WLOZ^ LW QPY_LYTWZ QLM]TNLOZ

TWiNT_LXPY_P% \`P ^P OT^_]TM`dP PY XP]NLOZ^ OP O]ZRL^ TWPRLWP^ [Z] ^` PQPN_Z ^TXTWL] LW OP WL SP]ZiYL' 7ZY Q]PN`PYNTL ^P LjLOP

L Z_]L^ O]ZRL^ OPMTOZ L ^` Pc_]PXL [Z_PYNTL% WZ \`P SLNP \`P WL^ O]ZRL^ ^P a`PWaLY Xg^ ML]L_L^% Xg^ [Z_PY_P^% Xg^ LOTN_TaL^

d Xg^ [PWTR]Z^L^'



Fenentatanilo fabrbricado ilícitatamenentete

9W QPY_LYTWZ QLM]TNLOZ TWiNT_LXPY_P "v?:% [Z] ^`^ ^TRWL^ PY TYRWh^# ^P PYN`PY_]L OT^[ZYTMWP PY PW XP]NLOZ OP O]ZRL^ PY

OTQP]PY_P^ QZ]XL^% PY_]P PWWL^ NZXZ Wi\`TOZ d NZXZ [ZWaZ'

9W QPY_LYTWZ PY [ZWaZ _TPYP WL L[L]TPYNTL OP X`NSL^ Z_]L^ O]ZRL^' 7ZY Q]PN`PYNTL ^P XPeNWL NZY O]ZRL^ NZXZ SP]ZiYL% NZNLiYL

d XP_LYQP_LXTYL^% d ^P WP^ OL WL QZ]XL OP [L^_TWWL^ \`P ^P [L]PNPY L Z_]Z^ Z[TZTOP^ ]PNP_LOZ^' >L^ O]ZRL^ XPeNWLOL^ NZY

QPY_LYTWZ ^ZY Pc_]PXLOLXPY_P [PWTR]Z^L^% d P^ [Z^TMWP \`P X`NSL^ [P]^ZYL^ YZ ^P[LY \`P ^`^ O]ZRL^ WZ NZY_TPYPY'

9Y ^` QZ]XL Wi\`TOL% PW QPY_LYTWZ QLM]TNLOZ TWiNT_LXPY_P ^P [`POP PYNZY_]L] NZXZ LP]Z^ZW YL^LW% RZ_L^ [L]L WZ^ ZUZ^ Z L[WTNLOZ

PY RZ_L^ PY [L[PW Z PY RZWZ^TYL^ [P\`PjL^'

El fenentatanilo y las sobredosis

9W QPY_LYTWZ d Z_]Z^ Z[TZTOP^ ^TY_h_TNZ^ ^ZY WL^ O]ZRL^ Xg^ Q]PN`PY_PXPY_P TYaZW`N]LOL^ PY WL^ X`P]_P^ [Z] ^ZM]POZ^T^' B`POP

^P] XZ]_LW SL^_L PY [P\`PjL^ OZ^T^' Más de 150 personas muerMás de 150 personas mueren cada día por sobren cada día por sobredosis redosis relacionadas con opioideselacionadas con opioides

sintéticos como el fentanilo.sintéticos como el fentanilo.

>L^ O]ZRL^ [ZO]iLY NZY_PYP] YTaPWP^ XZ]_LWP^ OP QPY_LYTWZ% d YZ ^P [`POP aP]% [P]NTMT] ^` ^LMZ] YT [P]NTMT] ^` ZWZ]' 9^ NL^T

TX[Z^TMWP ^LMP] ^T WL^ O]ZRL^ Q`P]ZY XPeNWLOL^ NZY QPY_LYTWZ% L XPYZ^ \`P LYLWTNP ^`^ O]ZRL^ NZY _T]L^ OP []`PML OP

QPY_LYTWZ'

>L^ _T]L^ OP []`PML ^ZY ML]L_L^ d [Z] WZ RPYP]LW OLY ]P^`W_LOZ^ PY . XTY`_Z^ Z XPYZ^% WZ \`P [`POP ^P] WL OTQP]PYNTL PY_]P WL

aTOL d WL X`P]_P' 5`Y\`P WL []`PML Oh ]P^`W_LOZ^ YPRL_TaZ^% OPMP _PYP] []PNL`NTkY% dL \`P WL^ _T]L^ OP []`PML [ZO]iLY YZ

OP_PN_L] O]ZRL^ ^TXTWL]P^ LW QPY_LYTWZ \`P ^ZY Xg^ [Z_PY_P^% NZXZ PW NL]QPY_LYTWZ'

Signos de sobredosis

9W ]PNZYZNTXTPY_Z OP WZ^ ^TRYZ^ OP `YL ^ZM]POZ^T^ [Z] Z[TZTOP^ [`POP ^LWaL] `YL aTOL' 9^_L^ ^ZY LWR`YL^ OP WL^ NZ^L^

\`P ^P OPMPY ZM^P]aL]3

B`[TWL^ [P\`PjL^% NZY_]LiOL^% NZXZ OP [`Y_L OP LWtWP]

C`POL]^P OZ]XTOZ Z [P]OP] PW NZYZNTXTPY_Z

DP^[T]LNTkY WPY_L% OhMTW Z ^TY ]P^[T]LNTkY

EZYTOZ^ OP L_]LRLY_LXTPY_Z Z RZ]UPZ^

7`P][Z ugNTOZ

BTPW Q]iL Z SlXPOL d [PRLUZ^L

?LYNSL^ PY WL [TPW "P^[PNTLWXPY_P PY WZ^ WLMTZ^ d WL^ `jL^#



Qué hacer si cree que alguien tiene una sobredosis

BZO]iL ^P] OTQiNTW ^LMP] ^T `YL [P]^ZYL P^_g O]ZRLOL Z _TPYP `YL ^ZM]POZ^T^' ET YZ P^_g ^PR`]Z% _]g_PWL NZXZ ^T _`aTP]L `YL

^ZM]POZ^T^4 [ZO]iL ^LWaL] `YL aTOL'

>WLXP LW 2** OP TYXPOTL_Z'$

5OXTYT^_]P YLWZcZYL% ^T WL SLd OT^[ZYTMWP'$$

F]L_P OP XLY_PYP] L WL [P]^ZYL OP^[TP]_L d ]P^[T]LYOZ'

7ZWZ\`P L WL [P]^ZYL OP NZ^_LOZ [L]L PaT_L] \`P ^P L^tcTP'

C`hOP^P NZY WL [P]^ZYL SL^_L \`P WWPR`P PW [P]^ZYLW OP L^T^_PYNTL PY PXP]RPYNTL^'

Recursos relacionados

8L_Z^ ^ZM]P PW QPY_LYTWZ JB8: o /)) =6K

787 BZONL^_3 :PY_LYTWZ o PY 9^[LjZW J?B, o 1 ?6K

EdY_SP_TN A[TZTO AaP]OZ^P 8L_L

vWWTNT_ A[TZTO ;]L[STN^

787q̂  AaP]OZ^P B]PaPY_TZY

=YZb _SP ETRY^ LYO ;P_ <PW[ QZ] A[TZTO 5OOTN_TZY

$

#

Referencias

*' ITW^ZY @% =L]TT^L ?% EP_S B% EXT_S < -_S% 8LaT^ @>' 8]`R LYO Z[TZTO&TYaZWaPO ZaP]OZ^P OPL_S^pGYT_PO E_L_P^% +)*0o

+)*1'  +)+)4/23+2)o0' *)'*..1.(XXb]'XX/2**L-

+' @7<E% @L_TZYLW HT_LW E_L_T^_TN^ Ed^_PX' 9^_TXL_P^ QZ] +)+) L]P ML^PO ZY []ZaT^TZYLW OL_L' 9^_TXL_P^ QZ] +)*.&+)*2 L]P

ML^PO ZY tYLW OL_L "LaLTWLMWP Q]ZX3 S__[^3((bbb'NON'RZa(YNS^(Ya^^(a^]](O]`R&ZaP]OZ^P&OL_L'S_X#'#'

,' 6P]RS% ?L]TLYYP EVZa&EVZa P_ LW' rEPWPN_TaT_d LYO ^PY^T_TaT_d ZQ `]TYP QPY_LYdW _P^_ ^_]T[^ _Z OP_PN_ QPY_LYdW LYLWZR`P^ TY

TWWTNT_ O]`R^'s  HZW' 2) "+)+*#3 S__[^3((OZT'Z]R(*)'*)*/(U'O]`R[Z'+)+)'*),)/. "

Esta pápágina fue revisadada: el 6 dede septptiembre dedel 2023


