
COMMISSIONERS: TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QUORUMS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED MEETING. 

 
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024, 7:00 P.M.  
 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: VIA ZOOM MEETING, INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BELOW 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (on non-agenda items):  
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING(S):  
 

1. IW202411 – Beth Gottier, owner/applicant request for a permit to conduct regulated activity to 
construct a patio and new wall along the lake edge at 14 Private Grounds 1, APN 148-062-
0000. (Continued from June 10, 2024, meeting.) 
 

2. IW202412 – John & Carrie Doherty, owner/applicant request for a permit to conduct regulated 
activity to reconstruct and enlarge an existing patio and pavilion at 20 East Shore Road, APN 
149-100-0000. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
1. IW202413 – Stephen D. Williams, owner/applicant request for a permit to conduct regulated 

activity to construct a single-family home and associated improvements at 37 Wendell Road, 
APN 168-019-0000. (Receipt Only.) 

 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

1. Approval of the June 10, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes. 
2. Correspondence/Discussion: 

VII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 
Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for August 12, 2024 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions to attend remotely via Zoom Meeting listed below. The agenda is posted on the Town of Ellington 
webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov) under Agenda & Minutes, Inland Wetlands Agency. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting via link:  Join Zoom Meeting by phone:   
Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83500396946   +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)    
Meeting ID: 835 0039 6946     Meeting ID: 835 0039 6946 
Passcode:  143738      Passcode: 143738 
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INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2024, 7:00 P.M.  
 

IN PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: ZOOM MEETING  

(ATTENDEES BELOW WERE IN PERSON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Jean Burns (via Zoom), Vice Chairman Katherine Heminway, Regular members 

Ken Braga, Ron Brown, Landon Barlow, and Alternate Ryan Orszulak  
 
ABSENT:    Regular member Steve Hoffman, Hocine Baouche, and Alternate Jon Kaczmarek  
 
STAFF 
PRESENT:  John Colonese, Assistant Town Planner/Wetland Enforcement Officer and Barbra 

Galovich, Land Use Assistant/Recording Clerk 
  
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Vice Chairman Katherine Heminway called the Ellington Inland Wetlands Agency 

meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (on non-agenda items):  None 
 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 

1. IW202411 – Beth Gottier, owner/applicant request for a permit to conduct regulated activity to 
construct a patio and new wall along the lake edge at 14 Private Grounds 1, APN 148-062-0000. 

 
Time: 7:01 pm  
Seated: Burns, Heminway, Braga, Brown, Barlow and Orszulak 
 
Eric Peterson, Gardner & Peterson Associates, LLC, 178 Hartford Turnpike, Tolland, CT and Beth 
and Bruce Gottier, 14 Private Grounds 1 were present to represent the application. 
 
Eric Peterson stated the owner, Beth Gottier, is in the process of completing renovations to an 
existing house at 14 Private Grounds 1 and would like to permit the construct a patio off the rear 
of the house, and a new lake wall to create a "beach" area adjacent to Crystal Lake. Eric noted 
the parcel is bounded by other residential properties to the north and south and Crystal Lake 
abuts to the east. On October 16, 2023, the Inland Wetland Commission approved application 
IW202315 to demolish and reconstruct a house on the existing foundation, adding an attached 
garage. The existing house and the new improvements are all located within 100 feet of Crystal 
Lake. The patio is to be constructed of stamped concrete set on a prepared stone bed and the 
lake wall is to be a cast-in-place concrete wall with a concrete step leading to the beach area. An 
existing concrete retaining wall located at the edge of Crystal Lake will be removed once the new 
wall is constructed creating approximately 560 square feet of beach area adjacent to the lake. 
Eric described that the existing wall will be plucked out of the water with an excavator thumb.  
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Eric Peterson explained that to create the new wall, the area will initially be excavated with the 
existing lake wall left in place. The spoils of the excavation will be loaded onto a truck and hauled 
off-site. Once the site is at rough grade, the new wall will be installed and backfilled. The existing 
wall will be removed after the new beach area is filled with sand. Silt fence will be installed downhill 
of other construction activities to prevent the passage of sediment to Crystal Lake and will remain 
in place until the site is final graded and stabilized with lawn.  
 
Eric Peterson noted the application proposes 2,700 square feet or 0.06 acres of disturbance within 
the upland review area, and the owner would like to start construction of the lake wall and patio 
at the beginning of the summer and completed during the fall lawn growing season.  
 
Commissioner Brown confirmed the goal of the project is to create a beach area.  Commissioner 
Brown asked how far from the lake the new wall would be located for the beach area. Eric 
Peterson noted it would be approximately 16 feet from the lake edge to the new wall. 
Commissioner Braga asked about the lot coverage on the parcel. Eric Peterson said the final lot 
coverage after construction will be at 25%, the owner will be installing pervious pavers for a 
sidewalk and a pervious driveway. 
 
Commissioner Barlow asked what the bottom elevation of the existing wall was, Eric Peterson 
noted no elevations were taken within the lake. Commissioner Barlow asked about the 100-year 
flood elevation. Eric Peterson said the lake level is controlled by the dam, located in the Stafford 
portion of the lake. Commissioner Jean Burns noted the dam was repaired 3-4 years ago and the 
spillway elevation does not change. Commissioner Barlow asked if the applicant’s engineer could 
update the cross section with final conditions.   
 
Chairman Barlow asked what type of sand would be used for the beach area. It was noted that 
the Ellington Public Works Department regularly imports sand material for the public beach from 
a specific supplier. Commissioner Barlow asked that the material for the beach either be from the 
same supplier the town purchases it from or provide environmental and gradation testing of the 
material. Commissioner Barlow asked about the existing drainage pipe located within the existing 
wall. Eric Peterson explained the drainage pipe will be relocated to the end of the new wall.   
 
Bruce Gottier described how the existing wall would be removed after sand was in place. Bruce 
believes that the existing wall is not constructed well and will be easy to remove, creating little 
disturbance. Bruce noted that this area of the lake is already a sandy area and there is no 
vegetation. Photos of the lake, existing wall, and surrounding area were reviewed by the agency. 
Agency members discussed the proposed slope of the patio and beach area and raised concerns 
regarding sand from the beach staying on the property. Chairman Burns asked Bruce Gottier how 
they would create the beach differently from the neighbor’s beach area. Bruce noted the 
neighbor’s beach area is steep to the lake and they plan to construct the area with less of a slope. 
 
MOVED (BRAGA) SECONDED (BURNS) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO MAKE A 
DETERMINATION OF A SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY FOR IW202411. 
 
John Colonese noted the Town Engineer’s comment regarding the slope of the beach area on 
the plan. The Agency decided to request a revised cross section of the area and to continue the 
public hearing to next month.   
 
No one from the public spoke regarding the application. 

 
MOVED (BARLOW) SECONDED (BROWN) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO CONTINUE 
THE PUBLIC HEARING TO MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024, 7PM, TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN 
STREET, ELLINGTON, AND ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING FOR IW202411 – Beth Gottier, 
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owner/applicant request for a permit to conduct regulated activity to construct a patio and new 
wall along the lake edge at 14 Private Grounds 1, APN 148-062-0000. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

 
1. Approval of the May 13, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 
MOVED (BRAGA) SECONDED (BARLOW) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE 
MAY 13, 2024, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 

 
2. Correspondence/Discussion:  

 
a. Windermere Avenue, Hatheway Road, and Bridge Street - Bridges 
 

John Colonese informed the Agency that the Department of Public Works will be conducting 
maintenance by cleaning out debris and accumulated material at the Windermere Avenue, 
Hatheway Road and Bridge Street bridges.  
  

b. 20 East Shore Road – Patio and Pavilion Construction. 
 
John Colonese stated the owners of 20 East Shore Road would like to reconstruct and enlarge 
their existing patio and pavilion to 782 square feet. The patio and pavilion will be approximately 
35 to 40 feet away from the lake edge. The Agency agreed the owners need to apply for an 
agency permit, and a public hearing should be held in the public interest. 

 
BY CONSENSUS, THE AGENCY DECIDED TO RECEIVE AND SET THE APPLICATION 
FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024, 7PM, TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 
MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, AND ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING FOR – John & Carrie 
Doherty, owner/applicant, request for a permit to conduct regulated activity to construct a patio 
and pavilion at 20 East Shore Road, APN 149-100-0000. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT:   

 
MOVED (BRAGA) SECONDED (HEMINWAY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADJOURN 
THE JUNE 10, 2024, REGULAR MEETING OF THE INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY AT 7:54 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_____________________________ 
Barbra Galovich, Recording Clerk 
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