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A NOTE FROM THEA NOTE FROM THE  
HEADTEACHERHEADTEACHER

The last few weeks have brought with them
the warmer weather but also some days
where we could have been convinced that it
was November! It has been lovely to see our
pupils learning outdoors, doing a variety of
different things in a variety of different ways
with the outdoor classroom providing a very
valuable base, as well as just enjoying more
of the drier weather at breaks and
lunchtimes. There has been a huge amount
of activity this final half term already. We
have seen year 11 complete their final
examinations with us, leaving the hall to the
loudest cheering and clapping from our
pupils in year 3-6. They had made posters
wishing them luck and could all say why
they were there, standing with pride at how
well year 11 have approached their
examination period, as were all staff. Just
the countdown to results in the summer
now...Year 10 have completed a smaller
number of examinations and year 9 had
their very first experience of the
examination hall so that they are less
daunted by it for their first ‘real’
examination.  

We have had a big day of celebrating music
across the school with singing and harp
performances from Babis Bach for nursery
and reception, year three have been taught
how to split a blade of grass and use it as a
musical instrument, outdoor performances
of guitar at breaktime to name just a few
activities. The local authority music service
provides lessons for many of our pupils
across the school. If your child is interested
in learning to play an instrument, further
information can be found here:
https://customerportal.rctcbc.gov.uk/MusicL
essonEnrolmentForm  

The focus of this newsletter is developing
skills across the full range of the curriculum.
It is our expectation that all teachers
support the development of literacy,
numeracy and digital competence skills
across the full range of the curriculum and
that they use these skills to support
learning in their area. These opportunities
can take a variety of different forms but give
pupils an additional emphasis on these
important skills and also help them to
understand their application. Throughout
this edition, faculties have provided
examples of literacy, numeracy and/or
digital competence within their area so that
you can gain an understanding of our
approach in school. Further information is
available on the website.  

With warm wishes,

Ms Laura Morris
Headteacher

https://customerportal.rctcbc.gov.uk/MusicLessonEnrolmentForm
https://customerportal.rctcbc.gov.uk/MusicLessonEnrolmentForm


Newsletter focus item: 

Developing skills across the
curriculum

Literacy, numeracy and digital competence are all
mandatory aspects of the curriculum. They are important
skills for our pupils to develop and they underpin all
learning. These skills are taught through all subject areas for
all age groups and some examples of how pupils
demonstrate these areas in different subject areas can be
found below. 

Pupils develop their reading, writing and oracy skills across all
areas of English, literacy and communication. In reception,
pupils have learned about creatures. They have looked at
different types of animals, their habitats and what they need to
survive. Pupils have also looked at pets, farm animals, animals
that live in the jungle, creatures that live in the water,
dinosaurs and mini beasts. Pupils have been encouraged to
ask as many questions as possible about this topic to develop
their speaking and listening skills. Below is a piece of work
linked to what pets require in their lives. 

English, literacy and communication

In year 5, pupils have been studying the novel    
‘After the War’. Here, pupils have focused on  their
extended writing skills by writing a diary entry
explaining their experiences of a bombing. To the
right is a diary entry from one of our year   5 pupils!

Most recently in year 9, pupils have been
studying the play ‘Macbeth’ by William
Shakespeare. We have looked at plot and
characters to prepare for an upcoming essay
based on the main character, Macbeth. Attached
are a range of visual representations from year 9
to show their understanding of the plot.



Within mathematics and numeracy lessons, pupils develop a wide range of cross curricular skills, these
include mathematics, numeracy, financial education and enterprise.  
All year groups have more financial education within their curriculum and this has been supported by
the ‘Centre of Excellence’ programme, with most pupils in years 9 and 10 completing their qualification
in financial education. Pupils in year 1 learn by handling money and understanding concepts like needs,
wants & savings. The message is consistent and as pupils progress throughout the school, they build
upon their knowledge further.   

Mathematics and numeracy

In year 6, during our hook day for the enterprise theme
pupils used exchange rates to work out what items would
cost in various currencies. 
They also created conversion graphs to convert currencies. 

Pupils have been learning about the importance of budgeting
and have completed a number of real life scenarios where they
need to use a budget. For example, here pupils needed to think
about the items they would need to buy for a new flat after they
had considered the cost of rent, bills and food for the month
based on their monthly wage. They also had to justify their
choices. 

Following this, pupils were then given a larger budget and were
introduced to wants and needs to spend their budget on. They
were asked to consider different properties for rental, different
shops for groceries and the activities they would like to do to
within their budget. 

In preparation for the year 6 moving up day pupils were given an
estimated budget to plan their ideal day. Pupils researched the
cost of the inflatables they would like to hire for the day and the
cost of food they would like. They ‘shopped around’ for deals and
offers to find the best value for money. 

Also, a group of our year 10 pupils had the opportunity to take part in
the Young Enterprise Company Programme. Through this
programme they have established their own company, taking a
business idea from the initial concept, through to selling products at
trade fairs. They have been able to present and pitch both themselves
and their business to industry professionals and experts, gaining
valuable skills in speaking and communication through this. The
programme has been a fantastic opportunity for our pupils to develop
a vast range of skills and competencies in a variety of areas to do with
business and entrepreneurship which they can now take forward into
their final year at Ysgol Nantgwyn and further into the world of
further education and work.



Within STEM lessons, pupils develop a wide range of cross-curricular skills, these include digital, literacy
and numerical skills. As a part of their STEM provision this year, year 5 have learned the components of a
circuit and how to make a series and parallel circuit. To practise this, they used online circuit simulators
to model their circuits and test adding or removing components before building them. They
investigated voltage and current using their knowledge and formed an accurate table and plot a graph
to show the relationship.  

STEM

In year 7, pupils are taught a STEM approach where key skills are integrated in all lessons. In CSI they
reviewed scientific data using chromatograph and produced forensic reports integrating their literacy
skills and digital skills. Throughout STEM lesson pupils develop numeracy skills by applying equations in
speed applications and draw graphs of their data.   



In nursery, pupils have been continuing to learn through the creative process, exploring materials,
sounds, stories and techniques. Pupils use iPads to support their learning using apps and websites that
allow them to explore music building blocks, like Chrome Music Lab. They track beats and rhythm as
they explore numeracy in music. In languages, pupils have been developing the foundations of the
language by learning new words in Welsh and Spanish through song, repetition reading and speaking.  

Languages and culture

In Year 8, pupils have been developing the theme of equality and diversity. They have explored the work
of a range of artists and they have created personal responses that show that we really understand the
intentions and meaning behind the work. Pupils have explored stories from a range of texts in drama
and developed our own performances. They have developed their literacy skills through reading and
image and reading for visuals. 



In the faculty of life (humanities and well-being) nursery pupils have
been developing their literacy, numeracy and digital skills in many
ways. Within the nursery classroom, pupils engage with interactive
devices such as iPads and an interactive C-Touch board. In the
photograph below, the pupils drew a picture of themselves using the
interactive board and could verbally identify features on their head
and face.

Life

When pupils develop their pencil grip and letter formation they
are developing their literacy skills. They are beginning to
recognise letters and sounds and practise writing through
making letters in sand and foam as well as in exercise books. 

Within numeracy, pupils are learning their numbers one to five before
progressing to ten and beyond. They develop their numeracy knowledge
by naming, recognising, ordering, and creating number sets. In the
example seen below, the pupils were learning about a firefighter and wrote
numbers along the firefighter ladder. 

Year 6 pupils have worked on their literacy, numeracy and ICT skills through the theme of ‘Identity’. Their
numeracy skills developed whilst using infographics of surveys carried out about identity and when sending
emails sharing balanced views about the advantages and disadvantages of everyone sharing the same
cultural identity, they enhanced their DCF skills. 

Their literacy skills were developed further by drafting and re-drafting a recipe poem that pupils wrote
showing what makes up their identity based on a poem by Benjamin Zephaniah, an example of which can be
seen below: 

In year 10, pupils develop their numeracy, literacy and ICT skills throughout each subject area, but most
noticeably perhaps during their Welsh baccalaureate lessons. Pupils engaged with an enterprise task earlier this
year where they worked in teams to develop a chocolate business. Their literacy skills were used in several ways
including when undertaking secondary research to determine who their competitors would be and then to write
an account of this. Their numeracy skills were developed when determining profit forecasting for their business,
and their ICT skills were developed by writing surveys for their primary research and uploading the results to
spreadsheets which allowed them to generate charts and graphs. They then analysed these charts and graphs to
determine how best to develop their product. Further, many pupils went on to develop a website to promote
their product an example of which can be viewed via this link: https://adventurebar.square.site/ 

https://adventurebar.square.site/


Pupil leadership team
The pupil leadership team have most recently been involved in meetings with the kitchen team and giving
their feedback on the canteen arrangements and the lunch/break options that are currently being served.
This feedback will be used by the kitchen team to continue to improve their services for our pupils. The
process for electing the lead pupil team for next year will begin shortly. Watch this space for the elected
candidates. 

Rights Respecting Schools take a whole-school approach to
embedding children’s rights at the centre of ethos, learning,
relationships, decision making and policies. 
The website for the children’s commissioner for Wales has lots of
interesting information about the rights of children and young
people, which you and your child can explore together. 
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/ 

Rights respecting schools

It is important that pupils come prepared to school with their equipment everyday so that they can fully
participate in their learning: 

Pupils need to bring to school the following equipment: 
blue/ black writing pen 
spare pen 
a green pen 
pencils 
ruler 
rubber 
protractor 
scientific calculator 
a notebook 
a reading book/ reading material 

Parents may also want to purchase but they are not compulsory: 
coloured pencils 
felt pens 
highlighters 
sticky notes 

 
Please could you check with your child that they are fully equipped for learning. 

Equipment

https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/

