
School Board of the City of Virginia Beach 

Regulation 6-65.1 

INSTRUCTION 

School Library Collections 

Library media specialists follow guidelines to develop and maintain school library collections to meet the 

various needs of students based on the VBCPS Graduate Profile. Library materials are available for 

voluntary inquiry, based on student choice and are not necessarily approved for classroom instruction. 

A. Collection Objectives 

1. To encourage and support the development of literacy skills for success in school and life 

by providing informational and recreational reading, viewing, or listeninging materials. 

2. To support and enrich the Virginia Beach City Public Schools curriculum and the Virginia 

Standards of Learning. 

3. To meet the needs of students and faculty, taking into consideration diverse interests, 

abilities, backgrounds, reading levels, maturity levels, home languages, and students’ 

extracurricular interests. 

4. To ensure that every student is able to find materials in their library with which they can 

connect, though every item in the collection may not connect with every student. 

4.5. To comply with applicable law, regulation and School Board policy and regulation 

regarding instructional and library materials. 

B. Selection of Materials 

1. The selection of materials involves input from many people, including school staff and 

students. However, the responsibility for selecting and purchasing library material rests 

with the professional library media specialists(s), with final approval by the school 

principal or designee. 

2. School library media specialists are trained to make materials acquisition decisions by 

analyzing the current collection, identifying needs, and consulting professionally 

prepared selection aids. 

2. Library media specialists may use reviews found in standard professional selection 

sources and/or use recommendations based on preview and examination of materials by 

professional personnel. Best practice utilizes multiple reputable, unbiased, professionally 

prepared selection aids, such as professional review journals, core collection tools, and 

conference presentations, when firsthand examination of materials is not possible.  

Examples of professional journals are set forth in the Library Handbook of Virginia Beach 

City Public Schools. Library media specialists may not select items that are intended for 

audiences beyond the grade level that their media center is serving.  only select items 

for inclusion in the collection after identifying at least two favorable reviews about the 

items, written by trained library professionals and featured in recognized library journals 



s1:1ch as Booklist, Scl:iool Libr=ar,1 Jo1:1rAal or others. 1A11:ien re¥iew s are not a•,railable, the 

lieFary< media s13ecialist m1:1st 13ers0Aally re¥iew a Ad e¥al1:1ate t h e materials prior to 

adding t l:teR'I to tl:te collection. 

3. Library media specialists will comply with applicable law. regulation and School Board 

policy and regulations regard ing sexually explicit materials. 

4. Selection criteria for purchased o r donated materials: 

a. Be appropriate for the ages. ability levels. learning styles. and social. emotional. 

and intellectual development of students that the library media center serves. 

iT ::.:b•:__ __ lncorporate accurate and authentic factual content from authoritative 

_ sources. 

++r £,_Exhibit a high degree of potential user appeal and interest. 

iii. .!:L,

w. _g_,

_Represent different viewpoints on controversial issues~ 

_Provide a global perspective and promote diversity by includ ing materials by 

_ authors and illustrators of various cultures. 

v. i_lnclude a variety of resources in physical and virtual formats" 

Yi,, ~ Demonstrate physical format, appearance, and durability suitable to their 

_ intended use~ 

Yih Be appropriate for the ages, ability le¥els, learning styles, anEI social, eR'lotional, 

and intellectyal de¥elopment of t he st1:1Elents 

ti1ii i,Lack racial, seM, anEI gender bias and steFeotypes 

1._Ba lance cost with need, 

+MTi. :..:.._ _,j _. _=-D=o-=- n:..::oc.:.t-=co=-n'-"t=a=i n-'-'s=e::..c;xc:u=a:.:..lly._e""x""p:..:.I i=c:..=it--'-m=a=t:..::e..:...:ri=a=als. 

C. Discard of Materials 

1. Library media specialists analyze the eM'ife-collection at least once per year to 

determine tflese-materials to deselect from the collectionwhict:l no longer meet the 

selection crit eria . 

2. ~stablist:led proced1:1res fer the Ww ithdrawal-and dispos~ of library materials pursuant 

to procedures set forth R'lay be fo1:1nd in the Library Handbook for Virginia Beach City 

Public Schools. 
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