
Data from district assessment programs shall be provided to the state department of education
when such data is required in order to evaluate specific instructional programs or processes or
when the data is needed for other research or evaluation projects.

This district may provide acceptable, compatible district assessment data to substitute for any
assessment data needed at the state level when the state department of education certifies that
such data is acceptable for the purposes of Mississippi Code Section 37-16-3. 37-16-5
School Board Policy: II

1. It is unlawful for anyone knowingly and willfully to do any of the following acts
regarding mandatory uniform tests administered to students as required by the State
Department of Education and the General Educational Development Test (GED):

a. Give examinees access to test questions prior to testing;
b. Copy or reproduce all or any portion of any secure test booklet;
c. Coach examinees during testing or alter or interfere with examinees' responses in

any way;
d. Make answer keys available to examinees;
e. Fail to account for all secure test materials before, during and after testing;
f. Participate in, direct, aid, counsel, assist in, encourage or fail to report any of the

acts prohibited in this section.
For more information, see Policy II Testing Program.

Attendance

Compulsory Attendance

The term "minor" when used in any statute, shall include any person, male or female, under
twenty-one years of age. MS Code ' 1-3-27

The Cleveland School District shall comply with the requirements of the "Mississippi
Compulsory School Attendance Law" (' 37-13-91). Appropriate reports as required by law shall
be provided to the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of Compulsory School
Attendance Enforcement.

COMPULSORY- SCHOOL-AGE CHILD

"Compulsory-school-age child" means a child who has attained or will attain the age of six (6)
years on or before September 1 of the calendar year and who has not attained the age of
seventeen (17) years on or before September 1 of the calendar year; and shall include any child
who has attained or will attain the age of five (5) years on or before September 1 and has
enrolled in a full-day public school kindergarten program. ' 37-13-91 (2) (f) (2013)

Compulsory-school-age children must be enrolled in school unless the child is:
1. Physically, mentally or emotionally incapable of attending school as determined by the

appropriate school official based upon sufficient medical documentation;
2. Enrolled in and pursuing a course of special education, remedial education or education

for handicapped or physically or mentally disadvantaged children; or
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3. Being educated in a legitimate home instruction program. ' 37-13-91 (3)

Reports

If a compulsory-school-age child has not been enrolled in school within fifteen (15) calendar
days after the first day of the school year or if a child has accumulated five (5) unlawful absences
during the school year, the superintendent shall or his designee, within two (2) school days or
within five (5) calendar days, whichever is less, report, on the form provided by the State
Department of Education, the absences to the school attendance officer. The superintendent, or
his designee, shall report any student suspensions or student expulsions to the school attendance
officer when they occur. ' 37-13-91 (6)

School districts shall maintain accurate records documenting enrollment and attendance in a
manner that allows the State Department of Education to make an assessment of changes in
enrollment and attendance, including dropout rates.

The State Department of Education shall compile annually a statewide report on school district
effectiveness in reducing absentee problems, dropout rates, and other attendance-related
problems during the previous school year, incorporate the information into the annual
Mississippi Report Card required by Section 37-3-53, Mississippi Code of 1972, on school
district performance and offer technical assistance and coordination services to assist districts in
improving performance.

Unlawful Absences/Valid Excuses

An "unlawful absence" is an absence during a school day by a compulsory-school-age child,
which absence is not due to a valid excuse for temporary nonattendance. Days missed from
school due to disciplinary suspension shall not be considered an "excused" absence under this
section. Each of the following shall constitute a valid excuse for temporary nonattendance,
provided satisfactory evidence of the excuse is provided to the superintendent or his designee:

1. Attendance at an authorized school activity with the prior approval of the superintendent
of the Cleveland School District or his designee.

2. Illness or injury which prevents the student from being physically able to attend school.
3. When isolation is ordered by the county health officer, by the State Board of Health or

appropriate school official.
4. Death or serious illness of a member of the immediate family, which includes children,

spouse, grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters, stepbrothers and stepsisters.
5. A medical or dental appointment with prior approval of the superintendent or his

designee, except in the case of emergency.
6. Attendance at the proceedings of a court or an administrative tribunal if the student is a

party to the action or under subpoena as a witness.
7. Observance of a religious event, with the prior approval of the superintendent or his

designee. (Approval should not be withheld unless, in the professional judgment of the
superintendent or his designee, the extent of the absence would adversely affect the
student's education.)
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8. Participation in a valid educational opportunity, such as travel including vacations or
other family travel, with the prior approval of the superintendent or his designee.
(Approval shall be based on the professional judgment of the superintendent or his
designee but shall not be withheld unless the extent of the absence would adversely affect
the student's education.)

9. Other conditions sufficient to warrant nonattendance, with prior approval of the
superintendent or his designee. However, no absences shall be excused when any student
suspensions or expulsions circumvent the intent and spirit of the compulsory attendance
law. ' 37-13-91 (4)

10. An absence is excused when it results from the attendance of a compulsory-school-age
child participating in official organized events sponsored by the 4-H or Future Farmers of
America (FFA). The excuse for the 4-H or FFA event must be provided in writing to the
appropriate school superintendent by the Extension Agent or High School Agricultural
Instructor/FFA Advisor.

11. An absence is excused when it results from the compulsory-school-age child officially
being employed to serve as a page at the State Capitol for the Mississippi House of
Representatives or Senate.

NOTE: According to a 1998 Attorney General Opinion, automatic fail provision of an absences
policy may not apply against legal, excused absences. Such absences policies may not be
applied against absences resulting from disciplinary suspensions if absences policies are applied
to truant children who are otherwise passing, The Cleveland School District must afford the child
procedural due process. (Attorney General Opinion, Carter, 1-9-98) (#183) (97-0817)

School Attendance Officer

The superintendent and principals shall cooperate with the school attendance officer employed
by the State Department of Education, pursuant to ' 37-13-85.

Admission of Students to the Buildings

Each administrator will establish specific procedures to be followed for students entering
buildings on the campus. However, during inclement weather, students may report to specific
areas designated by each school campus. The Cleveland School District will not be responsible
for students arriving at school earlier than 15 minutes prior to the beginning of the instructional
day or who remain on campus for longer than 15 minutes after school is dismissed for the
instructional day. After that time, students may remain on campus only for a supervised
activity. School Board Policy: JBD

Check-in Procedures
Students must follow the check-in procedure as outlined below with no exception:

● For students arriving to school after the first bell has sounded, the parent/legal
guardian/custodial parent must sign the student in through the office.

o Elementary School Day – 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
o Middle School Day - 8:10 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.
o High School Day- 8:10 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.
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● For a prearranged check-in, the parent or designee must come by the office in advance to
sign the student back into school.

Check-out Procedures
Students must follow the checkout procedures as outlined below with no exceptions:

● For a checkout, a student's parent, guardian, or designee must be listed on the Student's
Information Form in order to sign the student out of school in the office.

● No parent/guardian may check out a student the last 30 minutes of the instructional day.
All parents/guardians must complete check-in and checkout in person, not via phone.

● In order to maintain an environment conducive to testing, non-emergency checkouts
will not be allowed during state testing.

● Parents/designees may check out a student for any reason five (5) times during a year.
Any time thereafter, the checkout must be for a medical reason or an emergency.
Otherwise, the checkout will be considered an unexcused absence.

● Students must be in attendance 63% of the school day in order to receive credit for
attendance.

Tardies

The school board believes that good attendance, with a minimum of tardiness and absenteeism, is
essential if students are to gain maximum benefit from the school district’s instructional program.
The school board thus directs the superintendent to develop administrative regulations governing
tardiness and absences (excused and non-excused).
School Board Policy: JBD
Procedures and Guidance for Tardies
Students arriving at school after classes have begun will be considered tardy. The Cleveland
School District recognizes the following reasons as excused tardies:

● Tardies due to late CSD transportation, and other school related actions will be
considered excused and not recorded against the pupil's tardy record.

● Medical appointments with doctors, dentists, or other medical staff, if accompanied by a
medical excuse provided by the doctor are excused tardies.

● Special circumstances such as natural disasters, weather related events, etc. are excused
tardies.

● Once a student accumulates three (3) tardies, the parent/legal guardian/custodial parent
must sign in the student at the office. The student will receive a detention, or in school
suspension to be served that day or the following day and a parent conference will be
requested. The tardiness may be excused; however, it is the student's responsibility to
complete any classwork missed due to being tardy.
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