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Assessments are designed to provide
information about student learning, but
there is no single assessment that can
provide the full perspective of what a
student has learned. These assessments
provide one data point that should be
considered in the context of additional
evidence of student learning.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

The statewide assessments administered each year are one measure of
student learning of the Minnesota Academic Standards and the WIDA
English Language Development Standards. This Interpretive Guide for
Statewide Assessment Reports is geared towards those interested in
understanding the results from these assessments.

This guide contains information on the types of results provided
for the statewide assessments, resources for how to use them, and
details on how to read the results provided on the MCA and MTAS
Individual Student Results (ISRs). Districts and schools use these results
as one part of their balanced and comprehensive assessment system,
which should include a variety of assessment types. When statewide
test results are used with additional information at the school and
district level, they support districts and schools in their work to create
an education system where every student receives a high-quality
education.

We encourage you to use this guide to inform interested persons in
your community about how the Minnesota assessment results can be
used to gauge equitable learning opportunities for all students to
engage with rigorous standards-based content and instruction.

State of Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Education
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INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Minnesota has developed an assessment system comprised of standardized, criterion-referenced assessments, which means that they
measure performance against a fixed set of criteria. These criteria are the Minnesota Academic Standards (MDE website > Districts,
Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Academic Standards (K-12)), developed by Minnesota educators, and the WIDA
English Language Development Standards (MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > English Learner
Education > English Language Development Standards), adopted by Minnesota.

Individual student reports (ISRs) provide one data point for parents/guardians and students about progress towards achieving the grade-
level Minnesota Academic Standards or the WIDA English Language Development Standards. Parents/guardians can use this information
with the student’s classroom assessments, assignments, and grades to see a more complete picture of their student's progress.

Educators and school leaders should use these results in the context of their balanced and comprehensive assessment system (Testing
1,2, 3 site > Assess > Balanced Assessment Systems). An assessment system is balanced and comprehensive if it includes a variety of
assessment types, the assessments are coherently linked through clear standards-based learning targets, and it continuously documents
student learning over time.

STATE ASSESSMENTS

TEACHER

NEW for 2022-23: Personalized video ISRs are now provided EEEDBACK

for student MCA and MTAS assessment results. These videos
include an overview of the assessment and of the student'’s
performance in each subject taken, as well as their performance
related to the school, district, and state averages. In addition to
English, video ISRs may be available in a home language based

on student enrollment data, if specified (Amharic, Arabic,
Chinese, Hmong, Karen, Oromo, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and
Vietnamese).

Video ISRs are accessed through scanning the QR code on the
ISR, or by downloading a report with video links from Published
Reports (PearsonAccess Next > PearsonAccess Next).

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE


https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/balance/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/

This Interpretive Guide will assist you in understanding the results of the statewide
assessments. The guide provides basic information about each assessment,
describes each available report, and suggests ways to use the results.

The sections of this guide are:
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Purpose of the Statewide Assessments

Data Sites and Resources

Types of Reports for Final Assessment Results
Interpreting Scores and Achievement Levels
Descriptions of Reported Results

Sample Individual Student Reports (ISRs)
Sample Student Results Labels

Additional Resources

References to additional information on the MDE website

exist throughout this manual: education.mn.gov.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

The purposes and uses of assessment
information differ at each level of the education
system (state, district/school, and classroom)
and for the stakeholders using the information.

Together, information from each level should
describe the learning expectations defined in
the standards.

District/School
Level Assessments

Classroom Level

Assessments

v

TestinG |

Testing 1, 2, 3 (testing123.education.
mn.gov) is a website designed for
educators as the primary audience.

It contains a number of resources for

assessment and data literacy that can

be used and shared with district and
school staff who interpret results from the
statewide assessments.



http://education.mn.gov
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/TEST/index.htm

PURPOSE OF STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS

Standards-Based Accountability Assessments in Reading,

Mathematics, and Science

Pearson is the administration service provider for the standards-based accountability assessments (MCA and MTAS,).

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA)

The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) is administered
to students in reading in grades 3-8 and 10; mathematics in

grades 3-8 and 11; and science in grades 5, 8, and high school. The
purpose of the MCA is to measure a snapshot of student learning
of the Minnesota Academic Standards. These results can be used
to look across student groups, schools, and districts to determine
where there may be underlying inequities and highlight promising
instructional practices.

The MCA is the primary assessment Minnesota uses to meet state
and federal accountability requirements. All students are required
to take this test or, for eligible students with significant cognitive
disabilities, the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS).

Test Specifications

Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS)

The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) is an alternate
assessment in reading in grades 3-8 and 10; mathematics in grades
3-8 and 11; and science in grades 5, 8, and high school that is based
on extended standards of the Minnesota Academic Standards. The
MTAS measures the extent to which students with significant cognitive
disabilities are making progress on standards that have been reduced
in breadth, depth, and complexity. The MTAS is a performance-based
assessment where tasks in each subject are administered to students
in a one-on-one setting. Test Administrators score performance tasks
using a task-specific script and scoring rubric.

Test specifications provide information on how the academic standards are addressed on the assessment by indicating which strands,
substrands, and benchmarks can be assessed and in what proportions. The purpose of the test specifications is to guide test developers
on what must be included in each test. Some concepts in the academic standards can only be assessed in the classroom and not on a
standardized statewide assessment. The Minnesota Academic Standards (MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching

and Learning > Academic Standards (K-12)), not the test specifications, are meant to be used as the basis for curriculum and instruction.

View test specifications for the standards-based accountability assessments on the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Test Specifications)

6 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE


https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/spec/

English Language
Proficiency Accountability
Assessments

Minnesota is a member of the multi-

state WIDA Consortium (WIDA website

> Memberships and Programs > WIDA
Consortium > Minnesota). Districts
administer the ACCESS for ELLs and
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs English language
proficiency accountability assessments.
These assessments are designed to measure
English learners’ progress towards language
proficiency as described by the WIDA English
Language Development (ELD) Standards.

The ACCESS is administered to English
learners in grades K-12. The Alternate
ACCESS is administered in grades 1-12 to
English learners with significant cognitive
disabilities.

Refer to the Guidebook: Exploring
ACCESS for ELLs Data for score

interpretation and the Using Assessment
Results During Transition to New ELD
Standards document for guidance about
assessment results while transitioning

to the new WIDA ELD Standards
Framework, 2020 edition, both available
on the District Resources web page
(MDE > Districts, Schools and Educators
> Teaching and Learning > Statewide
Testing > District Resources > Test Score
Interpretation Resources).

7 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Preliminary Student-Level Results

An Excel file of early student-level results is provided in Test WES in late May. Preliminary
results can be used to make individual student reclassification and exiting decisions.
Depending on the district’s policy, student-level data can be shared with teachers, students,
and families for instructional and informational purposes with the understanding that the
scores are preliminary. However, districts should not use this file to calculate school or district
summaries to share with the public. Early results are not final; while the score of the student
is final (except in very special circumstances), actions taken during Posttest Editing (for
example, district making changes to student information, or validations against MARSS to
confirm EL designations) could affect final results.

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Final Results in WIDA AMS

When final results are released publicly, the following reports for ACCESS and Alternate
ACCESS are available in WIDA AMS to district-level users:
From the Report Delivery menu on the Test Results tab:

District and School Student Response File: A file containing student-level data for all
tested students.

Individual Student Reports: Electronic copies of ISRs.

Student Roster Reports: Overview reports on the performances of students grouped
within a single school and grade that contains proficiency levels and scale scores for
each language domain and composite area.

District and School Frequency Reports: High-level reports for a single grade within

a school, district, or state on the number and percentage of tested students that
achieved each proficiency level for each language domain and composite area.

From the Report Delivery menu on the On-Demand Reports tab:

Translated Student Reports: Translated versions of ISRs that can be generated
individually in many available languages.

WIDA Resource Library for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS

The following resources can be used to assist families, teachers, and administrators with
moving from scores to practical recommendations for the services and instructional support
of students. All of these resources are available in the WIDA Resource Library (WIDA
website > Resource Library).

Performance Definitions outline what a student can do at each proficiency level in
each domain.

Can Do Descriptors highlight what language learners can do at various stages of
language development across different content areas.

Model Performance Indicators identify and describe the language abilities a student
already has, the skills a student can work on, and the instructional supports that might
be effective as a student develops new language abilities.



https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/TestWES/
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
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DATA SITES AND RESOURCES

Official final results for all statewide assessments are provided by MDE. For preliminary results and unofficial data for MCA and MTAS, visit PearsonAccess Next.
For preliminary results for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS visit Test WES; for unofficial data visit WIDA AMS.

PEARSON
REPORT/WEBSITE USER GUIDES MDE  aAccess NExT WIDA
Minnesota Report Card * Mi R .
Includes publicly available official school, district, and state summary data. Invisof oo Cardllss Guide
District and School Student Results (DSR and SSR) * DI e G e il
Includes official student, school, and district results through secure access. report
Test Results Summary * ) secure
Includes official summary results through secure access. b oty e e Gl
Student Assessment History Report * —
Allows districts to access test history for newly enrolled students, based  Student Assessment History Report User Guide
on student enrollment data submitted to MDE.
On-Demand Reports (MCA and MTAS) Includes .
preliminary results reported during testing. il e o andbeit Usss Guels report
Published Reports (MCA and MTAS) . . . secure
Includes PDF versions of final results released by MDE. EibishedReports Qe Gliice report
Longitudinal Reports (MCA and MTAS) _ . secure
Includes unofficial historical results. Longitudinal Reports and Export User Guidie report
Historical Student Data (MCA and MTAS) Includes L . secure
unofficial individual student historical results. slstoneel ezl Ussr Guice

Subscore Report (MCA only) Sub Report User Guid
Publicly available strand/substrand results in MCA content areas. UDSCOre REPOTt USer uuide

Early Student-Level Results (ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS)
Includes preliminary results through secure access in Test WES.

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Early Student-Level Results

WIDA AMS (ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS) WIDA Assessment Management System (AMS) User Guide
Includes unofficial final results through secure access. (WIDA AMS Library > Show Documents) report

* MCA, MTAS, ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS data included.

View one-page quick reference infographics about preliminary or final statewide assessment results:

Infographics for districts (education.mn.gov > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > District Resources > Test
Score Interpretation Resources).

Infographics for students and families (education.mn.gov > Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives > Statewide Testing > Assessment Results).

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE


https://rc.education.mn.gov/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=mde034431&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://secure.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=288
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE036239&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://secure.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=40
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE071821&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://secure.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=83
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE072639&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/subscore/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/subscore/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/TestWES/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD045639&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://www.wida-ams.us/default.aspx?leapp=General+Information&leview=DocumentsWAudience
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/Assessmentresults/
https://education.mn.gov
https://education.mn.gov

Assessment Data in Public and Secure Reports
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1. Reports Available to the Public
Student privacy protections apply to all public data to protect student privacy. For more information about student privacy and public

data, please reference the Data Practices page (MDE website > About MDE > Data Practices).
® The public Assessment Files include summary performance for the MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS, and are available at the state,

county, district, and school level by test, year, public/nonpublic, subject and grade.
® The Minnesota Report Card gives families and communities easy access to MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS results for their school,

district and the state.
= The MCA Subscore Report includes subscores, or strand and/or substrand results, and is available to the public on PearsonAccess Next. Caution

is always required when interpreting subscores; comparing school or district performance to district or state performance are more appropriate
uses of group strand/substrand information.

Assessment Files

(MDE website > Data Center > Data Reports and Analytics > Accountability and Assessment > Assessment Files)

Minnesota Report Card

(MDE website > Data Center > Minnesota Report Card)

MCA Subscore Report

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Subscore Report)

2. Secure Reports
Assessment data in MDE Assessment Secure Reports is available to educators who have obtained permission from their district to access

secure reports. Student privacy protections do not apply to secure reports.
= The District Student Results and School Student Results (DSR/SSR) files contain all MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS student level
assessment results, demographics information, and overall and performance detail scores.
® The Student Assessment History Report allows authorized district staff to look up all student testing history for students who are currently

enrolled in the district this school year.
= Test Results Summary reports contain MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS summary results at the school, district, and state level,

including demographics information, and overall and performance detail scores.

Login to MDE Assessment Secure Reports (MDE website > Data Center > Secure Reports > Assessment Secure Reports).

View Assessment Secure Reports user guides and help documents (MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Business and |
> Data Submissions > Assessment Secure Reports).

Copies of final reports for MCA and MTAS are available in Published Reports (PearsonAccess Next > PearsonAccess Next).
Copies of final reports for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS are available in WIDA AMS (WIDA website > Login).

View the Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources page (PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Individual Student Reports (ISRs)

Resources). ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS resources are available in the WIDA Resource Library (WIDA website > Resource Library).

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE


https://education.mn.gov/MDE/about/datapr/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://public.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=1
https://rc.education.mn.gov/#mySchool/p--3
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/subscore/
https://public.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataSecure.jsp
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/SecureRep/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/isr/
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources

Reporting in
PearsonAccess Next

Authorized users can sign in to
PearsonAccess Next (PearsonAccess Next
> PearsonAccess Next) to retrieve current
preliminary results, prior year,

and/or older historical test results for the
standards-based accountability assessments
(MCA and MTAS). The report options for test
results are under the “Reports” menu.

Resources for On-Demand Reports,

Longitudinal Reports, Historical

Student Data, and Published Reports
are available on the Additional
Reporting Resources page.
(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting
Resources > Additional Reporting

Resources)

10 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

On-Demand Reports

MCA/MTAS student level preliminary results
are available in On-Demand Reports in
PearsonAccess Next within 60 minutes after
a student test or data entry is completed.
They remain available until final results are
posted in Published Reports.

Student Detail Reports (SDRs) of individual
student preliminary results are available

as PDFs. Preliminary results can also be
downloaded as a Student List Report in PDF
or Excel format.

On-Demand Reports include performance
details for content areas within a subject.
MCA results include overall, strand/
substrand scale scores and strand
performance levels. MTAS results

include overall and extended standards
performance details.

A student that moves from one district to
another during a test administration will
have preliminary results available online in
only the district where the student tested.

Longitudinal Reports

Longitudinal Reports include student to
state level historical results and can be
reviewed by administration, overall and
average scale score, achievement level,
strand performance detail, and/or student

group.
Longitudinal data at the organizational and
student level in PearsonAccess Next are

updated to include the current year when
MDE releases final assessment results.

Historical Student Data

Historical Student Data includes the
assessment history for students who
previously tested in the district and students
who are currently enrolled in the district.
Historical Student Data includes a student's
achievement level, scale score, performance
details by strand, and test details.

Published Reports

Published Reports are PDF versions of the
final reports posted in PearsonAccess Next.
Final reports include ISRs, rosters, student
labels, and benchmark reports. Rosters are a
list of students with individual performance
data.

Student rosters, student labels, and
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) are posted
to Published Reports in PearsonAccess Next
at the time the paper ISRs reach districts.

MCA Benchmark Reports are posted a few
weeks later.

Only users with the District
Assessment Coordinator (DAC) and
Assessment Administrator (AA) user
roles have access to Longitudinal
Reports and Published Reports.

Teachers need to be assigned to
Reporting Groups in PANext to get
access to On-Demand Reports and
Historical Student Data for their
students.



http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/

Use of MCA and MTAS Results

Preliminary assessment results provided in PearsonAccess Next

(P Parscohbcesdd dkéxt) can be printed and shared with students and families to provide
general information about student learning in a timely manner. However, these results
are not considered final, so they cannot be shared or summarized publicly. Final
assessment results are provided publicly by MDE.
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Results in PearsonAccess Next are considered preliminary for the following
reasons:

Many checks occur to ensure the scores of each student are correct and the results
are accurate; each item students receive is checked to ensure it is scored correctly.

Test administration situations (for example, test invalidations or irregularities) could
lead to changes from the preliminary results.

MCA and MTAS assessment data go through Posttest Editing in Test WES
(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Business and Finance > Data
Submissions > Test WES) before final reports are generated, and changes made
during this process could lead to final results that differ from the preliminary
results available in On-Demand Reports.

Although results available in Published Reports, Longitudinal
Reports, and Historical Student Data will reflect edits made during
Posttest Editing, any changes made after Posttest Editing would
only be reflected in assessment results at MDE. Even though this
would be a rare occurrence, it is why final data are provided by MDE.

The Statewide Assessments: Using Preliminary Results infographic
(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators >Teaching and Learning

> Statewide Testing > District Resources) provides information for district
staff about using preliminary results for statewide assessments.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Lexile Measure

Preliminary and final Reading MCA results
include a predicted Lexile measure for a
student’s ability, and an upper and lower
range that helps match readers with
literature appropriate for their reading
skills. When reading a book within the
predicted Lexile range, the reader should
comprehend enough of the text to make
sense of it, while still being challenged
enough to maintain interest and learn. Visit
hub.lexile.com for more information about
the Lexile Framework.

Predicted Lexile®” measure: 835L
and range: 735L - 940L

Quantile Measure

Preliminary and final Mathematics MCA
results include a predicted Quantile
measure for a student’s ability, and an
upper and lower range that helps match
the student with materials appropriate for
their ability in mathematical skills and
concepts. Mathematics materials within the
predicted Quantile range can challenge
students without overwhelming them. Visit
hub.lexile.com for more information about
the Quantile Framework.

Predicted Quantile®” measure: 1275Q
and range: 1225Q - 1325Q


http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/TestWES/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD035425&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://hub.lexile.com
http://hub.lexile.com

TYPES OF REPORTS OF FINAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS

Reports available for 2023 are listed below.

Report Types

NAME FORMAT STUDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT STATEWIDE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES IN THIS GUIDE
Student Results Files (MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS)

School (SSR) Online v Page 8, Data Sites and Resources

District (DSR) Online v Page 9, MDE Data Center > Secure Reports
Test Results Summary Files (MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESS)

School Online v v v 4 Page 8, Data Sites and Resources

District Online < < Page 9, MDE Data Center > Secure Reports

Individual Student Report (ISRs) Shipments (MCA, MTAS, ACCESS, and Alternate ACCESYS)

Page 7, English Language Proficiency
ISR for. Parent/ Paper v v v v Accountability Assessments
SIUETIEN Page 25, Sample MCA/MTAS ISRs

Student Results Labels Paper v
(MCA/MTAS only, optional)** P

Published Reports in PearsonAccess Next (MCA, MTAS)

Benchmark Reports by grade
and subject for a school

Benchmark Reports by grade Page 8, Data Sites and Resources
; . Online v .
and subject for a district Page 10, Reporting in PearsonAccess Next

Page 35, Sample Student Results Labels

Online v

ISR PDFs Online v v v v Page 40, Online Resources > PearsonAccess
Next

Rosters PDFs Online v

Student Results Label PDFs PDF v

Final Results in WIDA AMS (ACCESS, Alternate ACCESS)

ISR PDFs Online v < < v Page 7, English Language Proficiency
Accountability Assessments

Student Roster Report PDFs Online v v Page 40, Online Resources > WIDA
Website

*Districts may elect to download PDFs and provide them electronically to parents/guardians.
**Districts have the option to request printed labels from Pearson and/or download PDFs from PearsonAccess Next.

12 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE



You can find student-level results in the DSR and SSR files available in the Secure Reports section of the MDE website.

= Achievement level
= Qverall scale score

INTERPRETING SCORES AND ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS

Student-level data on assessment results provides a useful starting point when this information is paired with
information from district and classroom assessments (Testing 1, 2, 3 site > Assess > Classroom Assessments).
For 2023, the following types of individual student-level results for MCA and MTAS are available:

* Performance at the subscore or strand/substrand level, also known as content areas within a subject.
e For MCA, subscores are given in a scale score range of 1-9 and as strand/substrand performance level descriptors.
e For MTAS, subscores as extended standards are reported as points earned out of points possible.

MCA includes subscores, as strands and substrands, or as
performance level descriptors.

Strand/substrand performance levels are reported as

Below Expectations, At or Near Expectations, of Above
Expectations.

Performance levels are determined by comparing the school
(or district) performance to the state expectation at the
Meets achievement level.

Strand/substrand scores are also given in a scale score
range of 1 to 9. Calculations for the scores are different from
those for the performance levels.

Calculations for performance levels use the standard error of
measurement, which is an estimate of how much error there
is likely to be in an individual’s observed score, or how much
score variation would be expected if the individual were
tested multiple times with equivalent forms of the test.
Comparing school or district performance to district or state
performance is a more appropriate use of group strand/
substrand information.

MTAS includes subscores as extended standards.

Subscores as extended standards for MTAS are reported
as raw score points earned out of points possible and
should only be compared within a particular year.
Comparisons at the school and district levels may
provide insight about strengths or areas needing
improvement relative to other schools or districts.
Subscores based on raw score points are not equated
for differences in difficulty in a given year; one strand or
substrand may have items that are more difficult than
others.

Comparisons between different subscores or across
multiple years is not advised.

Learn how to interpret statewide assessment scores on the Testing 1, 2, 3 site (Testing 1, 2, 3 site > Analyze >

Interpret Statewide Assessment Scores).

View school, district, and state level strand performance levels in the MCA Subscore Report on PearsonAccess Next
(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Subscore Report).
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https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/formative/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/interpret/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/subscore/

Examples

Development of the Achievement Level
Descriptors

Overall Test Results

The MCA and MTAS Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) give descriptive

. . . Scale Score: 1091
information of what students at each achievement level are expected to know of the

1040 1020

Minnesota Academic Standards.

Achievement Level Descriptors appear as Performance Level Descriptors
on the Individual Student Reports (ISRs).

j'__J' READING: FIRSTMAME'S OVERALL MCA-lIl RESULTS

401 =40 w50 Lo 454

SIS A i T e ey mearuiy (N
Bandands kvl demoraniane skils of ha
Minnasona Academic Shandands weth heied
cormestency and acouracy. and they inemd
T L P g P o T, P
cormphediy.

Your Student 448
Brhood fverage 474.3
Districk Average 457.5
Elme Avorape 450G

The ALDs were developed focusing on the content of the Minnesota Academic
Standards. Preliminary drafts of the ALDs were provided for the standard

setting panels as they began their work to determine cut scores for each of the
achievement levels. After standard setting, minor adjustments were made to more

1001

M Does Not Meet

1099

—
Exceeds

Partially Meets B Meets M Exceads

List Report (Preliminary)

Scale Score

528

Achievement , Lexile/
Level Quantile

Does Not Meet 380Q

Exceeds

Test Name

Grade 05
Mathematics
MCA

Grade 08
Science MCA

Grade 08
Mathematics

accurately reflect the skills demonstrated by students at each of the achievement By
NC Grade 07
level score ranges. Reading MCA

Educators have requested more detailed descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and
abilities demonstrated by students across the four achievement levels on the MCA,
beyond what the traditional Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) offer. Benchmark
ALDs are also available for mathematics and reading in grades 3-8 and high school,
and describe student performance at the benchmark level.

View the ALDs and Benchmark ALDs on the Testing 1, 2, 3
site (Testing 1, 2, 3 site > Plan and Teach > Success Criteria)
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Does Not Meet 335Q

Grade 05
Mathematics
MCA

Your Student's READING Performance History
Student Grade 3 4

Year

2022 2023

Achievement level of ‘
student score on ' h '\

grade level standards Meets

Partially
Meets

5 6



https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/success/

How to Use the Achievement
Level Descriptors

The Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) describe the four levels of
achievement specific to grade-level for the statewide assessments,
based on the standards.

Students who achieve the “Meets” and "Exceeds” levels are
considered proficient with regards to the knowledge, skills and
abilities (KSAs) described in the academic standards.

Developed by panels of Minnesota teachers and content experts, the
ALDs were created by focusing on a set of questions in reference to
the standards and test specifications.

These questions might also be useful to educators in determining
performance levels when designing classroom assessments and
learning objectives:

® To what degree do students master each standard at each
achievement level?

® For which KSAs is it possible to describe gradations of
performance across four levels, and for which KSAs is it not
feasible?

When using any of the Minnesota ALDs, it is important to remember
that the performance of an individual student at an achievement level
may vary from the descriptors.

View the MCA and MTAS Achievement Level Descriptors on
the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching
and Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota Tests >
Achievement Level Descriptors)
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What can teachers do with MCA and
MTAS data?

The MCA and MTAS results can be used to gain a general
sense of strengths and gaps in curriculum and instruction.

Teachers can analyze statewide results by achievement
level in their school, class, or by grade considering
questions like:

What additional evidence can you consider, like
classroom work, attendance, or family surveys?

Are there instructional changes that could provide
additional context (such as, curriculum changes,
emphasis on a certain content strand)?

Are the students who tested representative of your
total student population? How does this compare to
previous years?

Who did and did not participate, and why?

What percent of students are not yet proficient? How
does this compare across student groups?

What do you notice about the percent of students
in each achievement level? How does this compare
across years or student groups?

However, a teacher needs more fine-grained, curricular
information to differentiate instruction for individual and
groups of students and for more granular-level planning.

View ways to use statewide assessment data on
the Testing 1, 2, 3 site (Testing 1, 2, 3 site > Analyze

> Use Statewide Assessment Data)



https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/report/index.htm

Examples

&1 SCIENCE: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS
501 540 550 570 599
Your Studen’ 563

School Average 5/0.1
District Average 538.4 |—————
State Average 555.5

'}
Partially
Meets

E'EI MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS

Your Studert 468
School Average 405.5
District Average 448.6
State Average 451.5

't
Partially
Meets
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DESCRIPTIONS OF REPORTED RESULTS

MCA Overall Results

Scale Scores

® The raw score totals (points earned) for Science MCA are converted to a scale
score specific to each grade.

e For all grades of Reading and Mathematics MCA, the scale score is not based
on the raw score total; it is based on the specific pattern of correct and
incorrect responses given by the student. For all three subjects, use the scale
score to determine the student’s achievement level on the test.

e Each year, the test is equated for difficulty with the previous year’s test.
This means the scale score has equivalent meaning and provides a valid
comparison from year to year for a given grade and subject provided that the
academic standards being assessed remain unchanged. Scale scores between
grades cannot be compared.

e Refer to the table on the next page and on Testing 1, 2, 3 for further
information about comparing results across years.

View Understanding MCA Scale Scores for an overview of how
to interpret scale scores and compare across grades (Testing 1,
2, 3 site > Analyze > Interpret Statewide Assessment Scores).



https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/interpret/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/interpret/TEST000472

Comparing Assessment Results from Year to Year

Use caution when interpreting trend data as assessments change when academic standards are revised; see additional information
below the table.

YEAR ACADEMIC FIRST YEAR ASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENT GRADES STANDARDS LAST BASED ON REVISED N o es ARE
REVISED STANDARDS

Mathematics
MCA and MTAS 3-8 2007 2011 2011 to 2023
Mathematics
MCA and MTAS 11 2007 2014 2014 to 2023
Science MCA
and MTAS 5,8, HS 2009 2012 2012 to 2023
Reading MCA 3-8, 10 2010 2013 2013 to 2023
and MTAS

*Due to COVID-19, there was limited data for 2020 and no summary data was provided for any public or secure reports.

¢ Grades 3-8 Mathematics MCA and MTAS scores from 2011 ® Grades 5, 8, and high school Science MCA and MTAS scores
to 2023 can be compared as 2011 was the first year that those from 2012 to 2023 can be compared as 2012 was the first
assessments were based on the 2007 revised mathematics year that those assessments were based on the 2009 revised
academic standards. science academic standards.

® Grade 11 Mathematics MCA and MTAS scores from 2014 ® Grades 3-8 and 10 Reading MCA and MTAS scores from
to 2023 can be compared as 2014 was the first year that the 2013 to 2023 can be compared as 2013 was the first year that
assessment was based on the 2007 revised mathematics those assessments were based on the 2010 revised reading
academic standards. academic standards.

Note: New Minnesota Academic Standards (MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Academic
Standards (K-12)) are in the process of being adopted for all subjects. The timeline for the first administration of the revised science

assessments is school year 2024-25. Refer to the Using Assessment Results During Transition to New Academic Standards: Science
resource on the District Resources web page (MDE > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing
> District Resources > Test Score Interpretation Resources) for guidance on using and communicating about assessment results while
transitioning to new academic standards. The timeline for the first administration of the revised reading assessments is school year
2025-26. The timeline for mathematics assessments is still to be determined based on the standards revision schedule.
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/

Achievement Levels

There are four achievement levels for the MCA:
¢ Exceeds the Standards (proficient)
¢ Meets the Standards (proficient)
¢ Partially Meets the Standards (not proficient)
¢ Does Not Meet the Standards (not proficient)

Students are assigned an achievement level based

on their scale score. For the MCA, the diagram to the
right illustrates the commissioner-approved cut scores
used to assign achievement levels. The cut scores

for levels Partially Meets the Standards and Meets
the Standards are G40 and G50, respectively. The cut
score for level Exceeds the Standards varies by grade
and subject.

The Science MCA assessment raw scores are
converted to scale scores and more than one raw
score point may be assigned the same scale score,
except at the cut scores for each achievement level
or at the maximum possible score of G99. For more
information about understanding scale scores, visit
the Testing 1, 2, 3 website.

For details of the raw score to scale
score relationship, visit the Technical
Reports section of the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools
and Educators > Teaching and
Learning > Statewide Testing >
Minnesota Tests > Technical Reports)
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Example from Report

123 MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS

401 440 450 466 499

Your Student 468
School Average 465.5
District Average 448.6
State Average 451.5

Partially
Meets

The first one or two digits represent the grade. The last two digits of

the number identify

The last two digits of the number identify the

position of the score on the grade scale. For the position within

example, a grade 8 scale score might be 859, the scale range.

and a grade 10 scale score might be 1059.

NOTE: Although the high school
Science MCA can be administered

MCA Scale Scores & Achievement Levels

. d 912 d d Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets the Exceeds the

in any grade (9-12) depending on the Standards— | the Standards— Standards— Standards—

coursework completion, grade 10 Students at this Student.s at this Students at ll'.IIS Students at thI.S
level succeed at | level partially meet | level meet this level exceed this

is used to represent the grade for

few of the most
fundamental skills

this subject’s skills
for the Minnesota

subject’s skills for
the Minnesota

subject’s skills for
the Minnesota

the hig h school scores. or the Minnesota Academic Academic Academic
Academic Standards. Standards. Standards.
Standards.
GO1 G40 G50
Partially
Meets Meets
(G01-G39) (G40-G49) (G50-G66) (G67-G99)

Each grade level will

have the same score range (GO1 to
G99), with G=Grade. For example, a
grade 8 scale score would be in the

The first two cut scores, G40
and G50, will be constant
over the years. The third cut
score varies by grade and

range of 801-899. A grade 10 scale
score would be in the range of 1001-

1099 subject. In the graphic above,

G67 is used as an example.


https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/interpret/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/mn/Tech/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/mn/Tech/

MCA Content Area Performance Details

A student’s performance in a content area within a subject is compared to the state expectations for the content area and reported as Below
Expectations, At or Near Expectations, or Above Expectations.

For more information on performance details on content areas, reference
the applicable test specifications on the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning >
Statewide Testing > Test Specifications)

Mathematics MCA Content Areas

The Mathematics MCA content areas represent the four mathematics

strands from the 2007 Minnesota Academic Standards in
Mathematics.

Grades 3to 8

19

® Number and Operation (NOPS): may include understanding

meanings of numbers and operations, computing fluently, and
making reasonable estimates.

® Algebra (ALGS): may include using models to understand,

represent, and analyze patterns, relations, and functions.

Geometry and Measurement (GMS): may include analyzing
properties of geometric shapes, understanding the units,
systems, and processes of measurement.

Data Analysis (DANS) (grades 3-5) and Data Analysis and
Probability (DAPS) (grades 6-8): may include organizing and
displaying relevant data questions, understanding and applying
basic concepts of probability.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Grade 11
® Algebra (ALGS): identify features of functions and use them

to solve real-world and mathematical problems, generate
equivalent expressions, and solve equations and inequalities.

Geometry and Measurement (GMS): calculate measurements,
construct logical arguments to prove results, and apply
properties of figures to solve problems.

Data Analysis and Probability (DAPS): display and analyze
data, use various measures to draw conclusions, make
predictions, and calculate probabilities.


https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/spec/

Reading MCA Content Areas

The Reading MCA content areas reflect the substrands of Literature
and Informational Text from the 2010 Minnesota Academic
Standards in English Language Arts, which are outlined in the test
specifications. All of the reading reports—grades 3-8 and 10—have
the same content areas.

® Literature (LSS): use strategies to analyze, interpret, and
evaluate fiction (such as short stories, fables, poetry, and
drama).

* Informational Text (INFS): use strategies to analyze, interpret,
and evaluate nonfiction (such as expository and persuasive text,
and literary nonfiction).

20 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

The ten reading standards are organized under four skill domains.
The four skill domains are:

Key Ideas and Details (standards 1-3). Use text evidence
to make inferences, conclusions, and predictions; analyze
symbolism; recall cause/effect; sequence events; identify
relevant details; compare/contrast individuals and ideas;
summarize text, including main idea, plot, theme, and topic;
recognize literary elements; and define literary terms.

Craft and Structure (standards 4-6). Define literary
devices; use evidence to justify word meanings; recognize
word relationships, context, and structure; categorize
technical terminology; analyze tone; use figures of speech,
and features, format, and function of text structures; use
connotations, word history, and structure; interpret author’s
purpose; and identify transitions, mood, and style.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (standards 7-9).
Analyze author’s credibility, bias, and argumentation
methods; recognize sufficiency of evidence and validity
of reasoning; identify fallacies; and recognize effective
persuasion. Not assessed on the MCA.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (standard
10). Not assessed on the MCA.

Within the skill domains, seven of the ten reading standards are
assessed on the Reading MCA. Standards 7, 9, and 10 are best
assessed using classroom measures and are not assessed on the
Reading MCA.



Science MCA Content Areas

The Science MCA content areas in grades 5 and 8 include all four
strands and in high school two strands are included from the 2009
Minnesota Academic Standards in Science.

Grade 5 Strands

® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
conducting controlled scientific investigations, constructing
explanations based on evidence, and identifying engineering
solutions to problems.

® Physical Science (PSCS): may include describing and
experimenting with the properties of matter, light, heat, sound,
electricity, magnetism, and force and motion.

¢ Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include recognizing
positions of the Sun, Earth, and Moon, describing how
weathering and erosion shape Earth’s surface, and how water
moves through the water cycle.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include comparing structures and
functions of organisms and relationships among organisms, and
understanding that individual differences give advantages in
survival.

Grade 8 Strands

® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
understanding how humans affect scientific investigations,
designing and conducting investigations, communicating
results, and refining engineering solutions.

¢ Physical Science (PSCS): may include differentiating between
physical and chemical changes, understanding properties
of waves and force and motion of an object, and describing
changes in energy.

¢ Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include understanding
how forces affect motions of objects in the universe, describing
weather patterns, and understanding the processes that occur
on Earth.
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¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include identifying changes in energy
within an ecosystem, understanding cell processes and genetic
variation, and describing the effect of humans on ecosystems.

High School Strands

® Nature of Science & Engineering (NSE): may include
analyzing risks and benefits of engineering solutions, accurately
communicating scientific results, and testing hypotheses.
Substrands
e Practice of Science (POSS)
* Practice of Engineering (POES)
* Interactions among STEM and Society (INTS)

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include describing cell functions and
processes, understanding relationships of organisms in an
ecosystem, and the role of DNA and variation in evolution.
Substrands
* Structure and Functions in Living Systems (SFLS)
* Interdependence among Living Systems (IALS)
e Evolution in Living Systems (EILS)

* Human Interaction with Living Systems (HILS)

CAUTION - Use care when interpreting data involving
few students or test items.

The more test items taken within content areas in a
subject, the more reliable the test results are.




MTAS Overall Results

Scale Scores

The raw score totals (points earned) for Mathematics, Reading, and Science MTAS are converted to a scale
score for each test subject and grade. This scale score represents how the student performed on the test.
Each year, the test is equated for difficulty with the previous year's test, which means the scale score permits a
valid comparison of achievement from year to year for a given grade and subject (provided that the academic

standards being assessed have not changed).

Achievement Levels

There are four achievement levels for the MTAS:
e Exceeds the Alternate Achievement Standards
® Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards

¢ Partially Meets the Alternate Achievement
Standards

® Does Not Meet the Alternate Achievement
Standards

Students are assigned an achievement level based
on their scale score. The cut scores for levels Partially
Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards and
Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards for all
grades and subjects are 190 and 200, respectively.
The cut score for level Exceeds the Alternate
Achievement Standards varies by grade and subject.

Specific details regarding the raw score to
scale score relationship are reported on the
Technical Reports section of
the MDE website.

Example from Report

Comparison of the number

of points earned by the

student to the total number
of points possible.

\ .

'a “
MATHEMATICS AREA DESCRIPTION POINTS PoaNED™
. . May include understanding meanings of numbers and operations and how they
Number and Operation: relate to one another; computing fluently and making reasonable estimates. a/6
. May include models to understand, represent and analyze patterns, relations, and
Algebra: AT 9/12
May include analyzing characteristics and properties of two- and three-dimensional

ﬁeome"y and_ geometric shapes and developing i gl its about g ic 2/3

easurement: relationships; understanding the units, systems, and processes of measurement. z
Data Analysis and May include organizing and displaying relevant data questions; understanding and 5/6
Probability: applying basic concepts of probability.

TOTAL: 20/27 y

* State averages for the areas and total are 3.7, 7.7, 1.7, and 4.7 respectively.

MTAS Content Area Performance Details

A student’s performance in a content area within a

subject is reported by comparing the number of points

earned by the student to the total number of points
possible for each content area. The MTAS consists of
nine performance tasks per subject as identified in the
extended standard statements described in the MTAS
test specifications. Each task is worth 3 points, and
each MTAS content area is measured by a single task
or multiple tasks. The sum of a student’s content area
points earned is the student’s total points earned.

View the Technical Reports section of the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and
Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota Tests > Technical Reports)
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View all of the MTAS
performance descriptions
on the MDE website in the
MTAS Achievement Level
Descriptors.

(MDE website > Districts,
Schools and Educators >

Teaching and Learning >
Statewide Testing >
Achievement Level

Descriptors)



education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald
education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/mn/Tech/

Mathematics MTAS Content Areas
Grades 3to 8

®* Number and Operation (NOPS): may include
understanding meanings of numbers and operations and
how they relate to one another, computing fluently, and
making reasonable estimates.

¢ Algebra (ALGS): may include models to understand,
represent, and analyze patterns, relations, and functions.

® Geometry and Measurement (GMS): may include
analyzing characteristics and properties of two- and
three-dimensional geometric shapes and developing
mathematical arguments about geometric relationships,
understanding the units, systems, and processes of
measurement.

® Data Analysis (DANS) (grades 3-5) and Data Analysis and
Probability (DAPS) (grades 6-8): may include organizing
and displaying relevant data questions, and understanding
and applying basic concepts of probability.

Grade 11

® Algebra (ALGS): understand the concept of functions and
recognize, represent, and solve linear functions.

® Geometry and Measurement (GMS): know and apply
properties of geometric figures to solve real-world and
mathematical problems.

® Data Analysis and Probability (DAPS): display and analyze
data to identify trends and describe relationships, and
calculate and apply probability concepts to solve real-world
and mathematical problems.
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Reading MTAS Content Areas

The Reading MTAS includes performance tasks that measure the
student’s understanding of short fiction and nonfiction passages.
Passages and tasks may be accompanied by pictures, symbols, and/
or objects. Students taking the Reading MTAS may listen to passages,
read the passages along with the teacher, or read the passages
independently.

Grade 3

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly.

Determine central ideas in a text; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.

Recognize that individuals, events, and ideas develop over the
course of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text.

Grade 4

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make
simple inferences.

Determine central ideas in a text; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.

Identify how individuals, events, and ideas develop over the course
of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text.

Grades 5 to 8 and Grade 10

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make
inferences.

Determine the main idea in a text; summarize key supporting
details and ideas.

Describe how individuals, events, and ideas develop (and/or
interact, for grade 10 only) over the course of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
multiple-meaning words.



Science MTAS Content Areas

Grade 5 High School
® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include ® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
knowing and selecting the proper tools for scientific identifying a hypothesis and understanding how it guides
investigations and understanding their purpose. a scientific investigation, identifying data collection and a
. . _ ) o o conclusion in a scientific experiment, and understanding that
* Physical Science (PSCS): may include identifying and giving scientific experiments can produce different results.
examples of the states of matter and understanding the role
temperature plays when matter changes from solid to liquid ¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include understanding that animals
to gas. and plants use different structures to obtain energy (e.g., mouth
. ] _ for animals, leaves for plants), recognizing the factors that can
* Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include understanding affect an organism's survival (e.g., the ability to find food and
hOVY reducing, reusing, and re'cycllng can help ac‘:ld.ress the water), identifying inherited traits, and identifying the risks and
environmental problem of solid waste and identifying how the benefits of humans on the environment.

components of the water cycle work together.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include sorting and classifying
common plants and animals based on their physical
characteristics and understanding how personal hygiene is
important to maintaining human health.

Grade 8

® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
identifying common engineered systems, how people use
them, and ways they benefit daily life.

® Physical Science (PSCS): may include identifying states of CAUTION - Use care when interpreting data involving
matter, recognizing when matter has undergone a physical or few students or test items.
chemical change, and understanding how different forces (e.g.,
gravity, friction, pushes, pulls) affect the speed and direction of The more test items taken within content areas in a
objects. subject, the more reliable the test results are.

¢ Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include understanding
that landforms can change and identifying the effects of
weathering, erosion, and deposition on landforms over time.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include identifying and understanding
the functions of organs in the respiratory, circulatory, and
digestive systems (e.g., lungs, heart, stomach), and
understanding that some organisms cause diseases in humans.
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SAMPLE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORTS

An Individual Student Report (ISR) is generated for every student
ﬂ participating in the assessment and for students who did not
participate, showing why results are not included (absent, test
‘ invalidated, medical excuse, not attempted, not completed, not
enrolled, parent or student refusal, wrong grade, and no test data
available). The ISR for a participating student describes an individual student’s
performance in terms of overall results, performance level, and Minnesota
Academic Standards for each subject.

See the glossary at the end of this guide for additional
information and definitions of terms on the ISR.

GRADES REPORT PAGE COUNT

3. 4,6, and 7 One 4-page rePort includes the results for reading
and mathematics

One 4-page report includes the results for reading,
5and 8 . .
mathematics, and science

High School Separate 2-page reports include the results for each
subject: grade 10 reading, grade 11 mathematics,
and science in the year when life science instruction
is completed.

View sample MCA and MTAS ISRs on the Individual Student Reports
(ISRs) Resources page.

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Individual Student
Reports (ISRs) Resources)
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Schools can receive paper copies of
ISRs for MCA and MTAS or choose to
instead retrieve electronic ISRs from
PearsonAccess Next. The ISR needs
to be shared with the student'’s
parent/guardian no later than Dec.1,
whether through a student
information system, mailed to the
student’s parent/guardian, or another
method chosen by the district.

Districts can also access final student-
level information through the DSR
and SSR files provided on the Secure

Reports section of the MDE website.

Refer to the table to the left for
report page counts by grade. If a
student participated in both MCA and
MTAS for different subjects, students

receive separate

ISRs for each.



http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/isr/

Grades 3-8 Reports

Grades 3-8 MCA Sample Individual Student Report

On the grades 3-8 multi-subject reports, it may be the case that a student may not have participated in all the assessments. In those cases,
the reports indicate when no test data is available and may include a reason such as absent or not enrolled.

Page 1

1. Student Demographic Information—
The report begins with demographic

. . 3 g Firstn, M. Lasin |
information for the student, including: M SFEoidirion chsg.:%?.nrm;n:': sericg 222
. . Pl E wdy . .
StUdent Name’ Grade’ SChOOl’ DIStrlCt’ These are your student's results from the Minnescta Comprehensive Assessments taken in the spring of 2023, 5' StUdent ReSUItS VIdeo_A Vldeo report
Date, and Assessment. i Rt it PrErEE is available for each student with at
READING e aen'a 3500 S PO least one valid score. Video ISRs are
2. Performance Meter—For each 1% B oy Tl Scan e GR coge :
: . avcuss & video ol your accessed through scanning the QR
reported subject, the Performance e et i scoud plareing ot shoukd b s | | Bodents e I
; S , i i s el it s a s chstssoon vl 0 Ukl g code on the ISR, or download a report
Meter graphically indicates the student's . \_Partially Moats | | G cods. corkact you S X .
overall score as an achievernent level i MATHEMATICS with video links from Published Reports
which is the performance level on the n Firsinaime d rot conpite e (PearsonAccess Next > PearsonAccess
ISR P ' \ Next). Video may also be available in
: R a home language based on student
3. Standards—Next to the Performance [ FHEnAMM A Shide pacoemencn et el e enrollment data, if specified.
Meter is a description of the student's ’ /‘ ‘ M 523189 410 4503 In 37001 EIBIVING 49 SOV 50 4500 1
. . CRECUSSIONG with oihds data ol the clas M beriel
score in relation to what students at Mogts i
each performance level are expected L READING: FIRSTMAME'S OVERALL MCA-lll RESULTS A scale score is derived by
to know of the Minnesota Academic B B ] B i i Gt ; Ie
+ Stadent 548 = converting a student’s item
Stenderds, i . T 9 :
i e S8 i | s ACIOPNC NIt ek response pattern (Reading and
4. Overall Results—For each reported . < el e Mathematics MCA) or raw score
subject, performance is indicated by a (Sci
= - cience MCA) to the reported scale
student scale score, performance level i, MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S GVERALLICA.INl RESULTS . . .
e N |e’vF(;| ¢ esartiarion ' s T ﬂTD ) s after accounting for differences in
' Sch oenn 3821 v | o e AT o T test difficulty from one year to the
A scale score represents one of four e e i s & s P ot vt ext
i . Prrtaaily = .
performance levels for each subject: [ e Masts
Exceeds the Standards, Meets —
the Standards, Partially Meets the B SG'E"GE;‘,F“HST"“JESWE;ALL "c':':n" HESU;IS
Standards, or Does Not Meet the our Sudent 563 [ o ] - s i
Ha LR Gkl ™ e
Standards. EE?&EE: 2204 |— | :-;;'::: fﬁ»’i»ﬁ'ﬂ'm.m-f‘“
> s | | o
A graph for each subject provides e’ | Mews 6. School Use Numbers—MARSS/
a Comparlson Of the Student’s scmErTr g LANSEEID. || Lacal Usa # 123417000 SS'D aﬂd Local Use ﬂumbers are
performance to the school, district, and it indicated at the bottom.

state average scale scores.
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Grades 3-8 MCA Sample Individual Student Report—Pages 2 and 3

6.

27

Report
Information—
The test, date,
and student
reported are at
the top of the

page.

MINNESOTA ¢ Lastname
OMP tname M. La:
Performance REHENSIVE ASSESSHERTS Sprme 7 - Firstn
H Toge2di4 2023___Paged
MENTS Spring

In d Icators Your student's score ; Performance within Sup; Firstname M. Lasiname ™~ ~WINNESOTA COMPREHENSIVE ASSESS o

ithi s?

areas within a supieer, O Pared 10 the state o, ¥ jects . se these resu §
Performance on @)s“b'ec‘ is reported as Below Exp:‘é?:zﬁi?‘:"igrﬁc" subject and content area testeq. p, How should parents/guardlanls :mg {rom one day, and they are one data polr
lear Expectations, or ed. Performance in content . & a snapshot of student learn

content areas
within each subject
is reported as a
comparison to the
state expectations,

READING AREA

Literature:

Informational Text:

= Below Expectations

|55 ' READING: Performance Detail

9. Lexile® Measure—The predicted Lexile measure of the student’s reading ability and the upper and
lower range that helps match a reader with literature appropriate for their reading skills. Available
for Reading MCA only.

10. Quantile® Measure—The predicted Quantile measure of the student’s mathematical ability and
the upper and lower range that helps match them with materials appropriate for their ability in
mathematical skills and concepts. Available for Mathematics MCA only.

« State test results ar
use when measurin
- Teachers use
how well student le
reinforce how those skills
+ To be an advocate for your stu

ing and learning.
classroom teaching a "
: nts on a regular basis, su‘ca:;z g;.z_zrzsa,c
aught in the cl - Toachers 100k
as that need improv!
are taught, and for are ; o
dent, keep track of their academic progress and o

mid-terms, chapter test

= Ator Near Expectations hers look for areas stud

= Above Expectations ey can in

DESCRIPTION Pl
ERFORM,
2=, \terpret, and evaluate fiction (such as short stories, -~

ma).
Below Expectations

Use strategies to ana|

2
fables, poetry, and dr, elow represent?

What does the year to year comparlson.b'
. The table shows resuls for each year the MCA was given in
available, a description of why is included.

v

Use strategies to anal|ze, inter

and persuasive text, pret. and eval

3 ! " —
fd iterary nonictiony. - """ °1o" (such as expository

@O

At or Near

A downward-

i i e Does
+ The four MCA performance levels, also referred to as achievement levels, includ

Predicted Lexile®") measure: 835L an, and Exceeds the Standards.

t among many thal
s, and final exams, to cay

dividualize instruction.

mmunicate regularly Wi

he subjects applicable to that grade. When

Not Meet, Partially Meets, Meets,

demic Standards tested in that particular grade

12. Performance History

e The tables show
results for each
year the MCA was
given in the subjects
applicable to that
grade. When no
score is available, a
description of why is
included.

The four MCA
achievement levels
include Does Not
Meet, Partially Meets,
Meets, and Exceeds
the grade-level
standards.

t sche

ents do well sO they can

ith their teachers.

0 score is

Students who achieve

240L Jates to the Minnesota Acac
.. ) + The performance level reported for a grade relates to tf B Samea rom grade to grade.
pO intin g arrow MATHEMATICS: Performance Details only. When looking at results across grades, k:ep in mind academic sta daros ona g tho sidlls and th e M eets or Exceeds
MATHEMATI + Students who achieve the Meets or Exceeds the Star perfor
indicat CS AREA DESCRIPTION o e pectad for their grade level, as described in the academic standards. the Standards
INAlcates Number and O May. include und meanings of numbers and operations; computing 0 | History f | |
makingfreasonable estimates. : & - 9 & and Pertor
pe rforma nce May include mode Avalae Your o perton i in Reading, Mathematics, and Science on the MCA is below. The tables per ormance levels
Algebra: e dy‘ cl n: 'e model§ to understand, represent and analyze patterns, relations, No Test Data Your student's Performance History in Reading, 1 & .
below state i Available show the achievement level for your student by grade and subject. are demonstratin g
Geometry and May include analyfing properties of geometric shapes; understanding the units, | No Test Data g i 1
eXpeCtationS Measurement: systems, and progesses of measurement. | Available ) Your Student's READING Performance Hlstt;ry . . the kn OWledge, Sk| | |S
U N May include orgafiizing and displaying relevant data questions; understanding No Test Data &2 Student Grade 2 4 ° d b . | . t t d
. Data Analysis: and applying baglc concepts of probability. ' Available Year 2021 2022 2023 ana apblilities expecte
ghok;||zoEta|d d P e v e A FTN for their grade level
ouble-neaage - grade level standards  COMPleted | “eyocoqs  partially /
arrow indicates AR _SCIENCE: Petformance Defalls 1 as described in the
SCIENCE AREA DESCRIPTION a Your Student's MATHEMATICS Performance History d H d d
pe rfo rmance N ‘May includgfeonducting controlled scientific investigations, constructing A Student Grade 3 n B s 7 s academic stanaaras.
Nature of Science and ¢, Jianatiort based on evidence, and identifying engineering solutions to Expee Yoar 2001 202 3
Engineering: problems.; t .
at or near state May inciyfe describing and experimenting with the propartios of matter, light, @ é;gé c':::g"s Acsf::;v:r:rt\zto Ir(;v;arl| of ' y\ ' \ ‘ Nt ° Th e a Ch levement
o Physical Science: heat, sgfind, electricity, magnetism, and force and motion. | grade love) s Complot
expectations . : oms of the Sun, Earth, and Moon, describing how Ator Near andards | Meets  Partially Pleted level reported for a
! May igflude recognizing posiion® & aGe and how water moves thiough Expectations loets
Earth and Space weatlfering and erosion shape Earth's surfa |
an d an upwa rd— Science: the ffater cycle. e o oo oS Ao Expocitons = — l‘éour Student's SCIENCE Performance History gra de re | ates to th @
. . include comparing structures and fu i | differences give ve el tudent Grade 5 8 . .
oS, and understanding that individual di ] v
pointing arrow Life fevan e survival A = 2023 Science is given in grade 5, grade & Minnesota Academic
. B Achievement level i » grade J
indicates — priradll AN Sopepe e Hgh school lvel Standards tested in
grade level standards  Meets coursework completion.
performance that particular grade
> Additional Res, H
ourc:
above state - Goto1ho i o only. When looking
X " subject (MDE wepa- c2demic Standargs webpage t
) . appropriate for their Website > Districts, ge to learn more apo, .
expectatl ons. Regblrces fgr Learning | Jur student’s veadlr;gp,s:;;l:lsax\::) ?‘O:::mszl . Ew? 10 the iy t Car xs::::'s anf Educators > Teaching :;éh:e:?‘::gg expectations for each grade ang at resu |tS acCross
» ile range at hub.lexile _uent with resources a Wwebsite > Data Center results for your student's gigy, Cademic Standards K-12) H H
ter the predjpted Lexi O nge to match yor nnesota Report Cay istrict and school g :
el Enter thf predioted Quantle rang rd). nd others throughout the state gra des, keep in mind
et Every academic standards
change from grade to
Performance grade.
.
Details—

Description and
performance in
content areas for
each subject.

Quan
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tile framework (Mathematics MCA only).

11. Resources and Learning—Additional information on the Lexile framework (Reading MCA only) and the



Grades 3-8 MTAS Sample Individual Student Report

On the grades 3-8 multi-subject reports, it may be the case that a student may not have participated in all the assessments. In those cases,

the reports indicate when no test data is available and may include a reason such as absent or not enrolled.

Page 1

1.

28

Student Demographic Information—
The report begins with demographic
information for the student, including:
Student Name, Grade, School, District,
Date, and Assessment.

Performance Meter—For each
reported subject, performance is
graphically indicated and described in
relation to the extended standards of
the Minnesota Academic Standards.

Overall Results—For each reported
subject, performance is indicated by a
student scale score, performance level,
and performance level description.

A scale score is derived by converting
a student’s raw score to the reported
scale after accounting for differences in
test difficulty from one year to the next.

State average scores are provided for
comparison.
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4. Student Results Video—A video report

is available for each student with at
least one valid score. Video ISRs are
accessed through scanning the QR
code on the ISR, or download a report
with video links from Published Reports
(PearsonAccess Next > PearsonAccess
Next). Video may also be available in

a home language based on student
enrollment data, if specified.

A scale score represents one of four
performance levels for each subject:
Exceeds the Alternate Achievement
Standards, Meets the Alternate

Achievement Standards, Partially Meets
the Alternate Achievement Standards,
or DoesNot Meet the Alternate
Achievement Standards.

5. School Use Numbers—MARSS/SSID

and Local Use numbers are indicated at
the bottom.
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Grades 3-8 MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Pages 2 and 3

5.
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Report
Information—
The test, date,
and student
reported are at
the top of the

page.

MTAS Scoring
Rubric—This
rubric was used
by the Test
Administrator to
score MTAS tasks
along with a task-
specific script.

Performance within Subjects
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8. Reading Access—Describes how the student accessed the reading
passages. For Reading MTAS only, during test administration the
Test Administrator indicated how the student accessed each reading
passage. The choices available for each passage are: the passage was
read independently by the student, the student read along with the Test
Administrator, and the Test Administrator read the passage to the student.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

7. Performance
Details—For each
subject, performance
is presented and
described in terms
of the alternate
achievement
standards.
Additionally, content
areas within extended
standards for the
subjects are listed
and described
with performance
indicated.
Performance is
reported in points
earned compared to
points possible for
each content area
and the total. State
averages for the
content areas and
total are provided for
comparison.



Grades 3-8 MCA or MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Page 4

10. Address Section—The

1.

30

school can use this area to
print an address for mailing
the ISR to the student'’s
home. The school district
return address has been
pre-printed. The report
must be tri-folded in order
to take advantage of this
section.

For More Information—
This section addresses
frequently asked questions
and includes links for
resources to learn more
about the statewide
assessments.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

)TA STATEWIDE TS Page 4 of 4 Spring 2023
FYY) SEPARTMENT Minnesota Test of Academ)® JAs (MTAS-III)
OF EDUCATION Reading, Mathematics, and Science
School District
P.O. Box 1234
123 First St

City Name, MN 12345

Optional Parent or Guardian Name

To the Parent or Guardian of Firstname M. Lastname
Optional Address Line 1

Optional Address Line 2

Optional Address Line 3

> What is the Individual Student Report (ISR) about?

« This ISR provides your student's results on the Minnesota statewide assessments taken in the spring of 2023 to measure
student learning of the extended standards of the Minnesota Academic Standards.

« For each reported subject, overall performance includes your student's score, related Alternate Achievement Standard level,
and state average score.

* Your student's performance details in content areas within extended standards include points earned compared to points
possible for each content area and the total, including state averages for each of those score areas.

* When reviewing student scores and state averages, keep in mind that each student has unique needs considered in the
administration of tasks, which influence performance on this particular assessment.

» If you have questions about the results, we encourage you to contact your student's school.

Who takes these assessments and why?
Minnesota statewide assessments are taken by all public students in grades 3-8 and 11 in mathematics, in grades 3-8 and 10
in reading, and in grades 5, 8, and once in high school in science. Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who
meet specific eligibility criteria may take the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS).
Where can parents/guardians find information?
Find information on results for students and families on the following webpages:

* MDE Students and Families Statewide Testing page under Assessment Results
(MDE website > Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives > Statewide Testing)

« PearsonAccess Next Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources
(Minnesota PearsonAccess Next website > Reporting Resources > Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources)
How can | request my student's results in a translated language or an alternative
format?
If your home language has been reported to your student's school or district, a QR code may be included on page 1 to a
translated student results video with translated audio and/or captions. This ISR report format may also be made available in
another translated language or an alternative format, such as large print, braille, or as an audio file. Contact MDE by email at
mde.testing@state.mn.us, by phone 651-582-8674 or by fax 651-582-8874. TTY users may call the Minnesota Relay Service
at711.

849 S/WH SVLN

education.mn.gov

9. Report Information—
The test, date, and
subjects reported are at
the top of the page.



High School Reports

High school students take the MCA or MTAS in each of the following grades and
subjects:

® Readingin grade 10
® Mathematics in grade 11

® Science in the year of high school life science coursework completion

The following grade 11 Mathematics MCA sample ISR serves as an example of
an ISR for all high school MCA subjects and includes all of the elements and
explanations for all sections present on MCA high school reports.

The following grade 10 Reading MTAS sample ISR serves as an example of an ISR
for all high school MTAS subjects and includes all of the elements and explanations
for all sections present on MTAS high school reports.
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High School MCA Sample Individual Student Report

Page 1

2. Performance Meter—The meter graphically
indicates the student’s overall score as an
achievement level, which is the performance
level on the ISR. Next to the Performance Meter
is a description of the student’s score in relation
to what students at each performance level are
expected to know of the Minnesota Academic
Standards.

3. Overall Results—Performance is indicated by
a student scale score, performance level, and
performance level description.

A scale score is derived by converting a
student’s item response pattern (Reading
and Mathematics MCA) or raw score (Science
MCA) to the reported scale after accounting
for differences in test difficulty from one year
to the next.

A scale score represents one of four
performance levels for each subject: Exceeds
the Standards, Meets the Standards, Partially
Meets the Standards,

or Does Not Meet the Standards.

For comparison to the student score, school,
district, and state average scale scores
for tested students and corresponding
performance levels are provided graphically.

4. Performance Details—Performance on

content areas within each subject are reported/

as a comparison to the state expectations.
A downward-pointing arrow indicates
performance below state expectations; a
horizontal double-headed arrow indicates
performance at or near state expectations;
and an upward-pointing arrow indicates
performance above state expectations.
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1. Student Demographic Information—The report
begins with demographic information for the
student, including: Student Name, Grade, School,
District, Date, and Assessment.

DEPARTMENT irstname M. Lastname
m‘ OF EDUCATION SCHOOL NAME Spring 2023
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME Grade 11

These are your student's results from the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments taken in the spring of 2023.

Mathe iCS Career and College Readiness (CCR)
Y tudent's score is 1166.
A student whose Mathematics MCA-III score is at or above 1152 is on track to demonstrate career and college read

sota Academic Standards Student Results Video

MATHEMATICS

A

Exceeds

Scan the QR code to
access a video of your

e shows performance above grade

11 standards student's results. If you

are unable to scan the
MCA are used in school planning and should be QR code, contact your

used in discussions with other data at the classroom level || stydent's school. English /

Video

| MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS

1101 1140 1150 1164 1199

.r Student 1166
School Average 1163.1
District Average 1148.4
State Average 11505

Performance Level Descriptiog:
Students at the Exceeds the Stanglards
level exceed the mathematics skillf of the
Minnesota Academic Standards.

Mathematics Performance Details
student's score is compared to the state expectations for mathematics and its content areas. Performance in cogltent
S is reported as Below Expectations, At or Near Expectations, or Above Expectations.

@ = Below Expectations @ = At or Near Expectations . = Above Expectations

MATHEMATICS AREA DESCRIPTION PERFORMANCE ]
Algebra: Identify features of functions and use them to solve real-world and mathematical problems, @ Ator Nefr
'gebra: generate equivalent expressions, and solve equations and inequalities. E:
Geometry and Calculate measurements, construct logical arguments to prove results, and .
Measurement: figures to solve problems. Above Efpectati
Data Analysis and Display and analyze data; use various m lraw conclusions, make predictions, and .
Probability: calculate probabilities. Above Expectatiol

Predicted Quantil : 1275Q and range: 1225Q - 1325Q

/

mathematics on a college admissions test at the end of grade 11.

MCA-IIl Placement Score Ranges for Minnesota State Colleges and Universities

Intended Course of Enroliment Enroliment in Developmental Course Unless
(or equivalent) Additional Information Indicates Otherwise

Need More Information on | Enroliment in College
Readiness Level Course

115210 1157
1146 t0 1147
1146 t0 1149

College algebra MCA-III score below 1152
Statistics MCA-IIl score below 1146
Other mathematics MCA-IIl score below 1146

1158 or above
1148 or above
1150 or above

Retain this score report for use if completing the admissions process at a Minnesota State college or university. For more
information please contact Minnesota State colleges and universities or your student's school.
> Resources for Learning

* Enter the predicted Q ge at hub.lexile.com to match your student with resources appropriate for their level.

5S/SSID: Local Use #:

education.mn.gov

‘mmddyy-Z0000000-0000-00-000-0000000

10. School Use Numbers—MARSS/SSID and Local Use
numbers are indicated at the bottom.

Student Results Video—A video report

is available for each student with at least
one valid score. Video ISRs are accessed
through scanning the QR code on the ISR,
or download a report with video links from
Published Reports (PearsonAccess Next
> PearsonAccess Next). Video may also
be available in a home language based on
student enrollment data, if specified.

Quantile® or Lexile® Measure—Mathematics
MCA ISRs have a predicted Quantile measure
of the student’s mathematical ability and the
upper and lower range that helps match them
with materials appropriate for their ability in
mathematical skills and concepts. Reading
MCA ISRs have a predicted Lexile measure of
the student’s reading ability and upper and
lower range that helps match a reader with
literature appropriate for their reading skills.
Career and College Readiness (CCR)—The
CCR Goal Score is an indicator that performance
is on track to demonstrate career and college
readiness on a college entrance exam at the end
of grade 11. Student scores below the CCR Goal
Score may indicate a student’s performance

is not on track to meet career and college
readiness. CCR Goal Scores are not reported for
science.

Using MCA Scores for Course Placement—
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities may
use high school Reading and Mathematics MCA
scores in determining course enrollment. For
more information, view the Minnesota State
Academic Affairs page (minnstate.edu >System
Office Divisions > Academic and Student Affairs
> Academic Affairs > Academic Readiness > how
MCAs are used).

Resources for Learning—Additional information
on the Lexile framework (Reading MCA ISRs only)
and the Quantile framework

(Mathematics MCA ISRs only).


http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/
https://www.minnstate.edu/system/asa/academicaffairs/academicreadiness/mca.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/system/asa/academicaffairs/academicreadiness/mca.html
https://minnstate.edu

High School MTAS Sample Individual Student Report

Page 1

1. Student Demographic Information—The
report begins with demographic information
for the student, including: Student Name,

Grade, School, District, Date, and

Assessment.

2. Performance Meter—Performance is
graphically indicated and described in

relation to the alternate achievement
standards.

3. Student Results Video—A video report
is available for each student with at least one
valid score. Video ISRs are accessed through
scanning the QR code on the ISR, or
download a report with video links from
Published Reports (PearsonAccess Next
> PearsonAccess Next). Video may also
be available in a home language based on
student enrollment data, if specified.

4. Overall Results—Performance is indicated by
a student scale score, performance level, and
performance level description.

A scale score is derived by converting a
student’s raw score to the reported scale after

accounting for differences in test difficulty
from one year to the next.

A scale score represents one of four
performance levels for each subject: Exceeds,
Meets, Partially Meets, or Does Not Meet the
Alternate Achievement Standards.

The state average score is provided for
comparison.
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Firstname M. Lastname

SCHOOL NAME
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME

DEPARTMEN
OF EDUCATI

m

Spring 2023
Grade 10

These are your student's results from the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills taken in the spring of 2023.

te Achievement Standards dent Results Video

READING
\

2 shows performance above grade
ate achievement standards s
re used in school planning and should be

used in discussions with other data at the classroom level || student's scnool.

Exceeds

en Espaiiol |

READING: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MTAS-Ill RESULTS
Performance Levef Description:
Given little or no vefoal, visual, and/or
tactile supports,

about the task tofoe completed, students at
the Exceeds leyel succeed at most of the
skills on the exfended standards of the
Minnesota Agiidemic Standards in reading

105

190 200 215 237

four Student 216

State average score is 208.5

READING PERFORMANCE DETAILS

Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) Scoring Rubric
The MTAS consists of nine performance tasks. For each task, points are earned according to the guidelines below.
+ The student responds correctly without assistance = 3 points
« The student responds correctly to the task after the test administrator provides additional support = 2 points
« The student responds incorrectly to the task after the test administrator has provided additional support = 1 point
« The student does not respond to the task or the student's response is unrelated to the task = 0 points

p
Firstname's score Exceeds the Reading Alternate Achievement Standards

Students at the Exceeds level succeed at most of the skills on the extended standards of the Minnesota Academic Standards in reading.
Given little or no verbal, visual, and/or tactile supports, which provide extra context about the task to be completed, the students may
demonstrate the ability to:

Key Ideas and Details: Make connections between the main idea/central message and key details of a reading passage; identify multiple
traits and behaviors of characters; compare and contrast characters; answer literal and basic inferential questions about a story, poem, o]
informational text; sequence events or steps in a process; make relevant between and setting; whol
text; identify cause and effect; draw appropriate basedonar of a reading passage; make logical

. Pl , and based on a reading passage; and identify I}'erplot of a story.
Craft and Structure: Determine literal of new and multipl ing words by using context clues; and determine the m
of new grade-level, content area vocabulary.
.
~
POIN NED*
READING AREA DESCRIPTION 'S POSSIBLE

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make inferences. 6/6
Determine the main idea in a text; summarize key supporting details and ideas. 6/6
escribe how individuals, events, and ideas devel y over the course of a text 10/12
«pret words and Pifases as they are used in text, including multiple-meaning words. 3/3
> were three reading passages included in the assessment. Your student had
gzt ot ey e sttt J
< read 1 passage(s) independently.

* State averages for the are:

tal are 4.8, 2.4, 8.9, 2.6, and 18.7 respectively.

5.

education.mn.gov MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123 Local Use #: 1234567890

mmddyy-Z0000000-0000-00-000-0000000

L W

e ———

MTAS Scoring Rubric—This 0-3 rubric
was used by the Test Administrator to
score MTAS tasks.

Performance Details—Performance is
presented and described in terms of the
alternate achievement standards. Additionally,
content areas within subjects are listed and
described with performance indicated.
Performance is reported in points earned
compared to points possible for each content
area and the total. State averages for the
content areas and total are provided for
comparison.

Reading Access—Describes how the
student accessed the reading passages.
For Reading MTAS only, during test
administration the Test Administrator
indicates how the student accessed each
reading passage. The choices available for
each passage are: the passage was read
independently by the student, the student
read along with the Test Administrator,
and the Test Administrator read the passage
to the student.

School Use Numbers—MARSS/SSID and
Local Use numbers are indicated at the
bottom.


http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/pearsonaccessnext/

High School MCA or MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Page 2
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8. Report Information—The

test, date, and subjects
reported are at the top of
the page.

Address Section—The
school can use this area to
print an address for mailing
the ISR to the student’s
home. The school district
return address has been
pre-printed. The report must
be tri-folded in order to take
advantage of this section.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

MINNESOTA STATEWIDE TS Page 2 of 2

FYYY) BERARTMENT Minnesota Test of Academic Srills (MTAS-III)

OF EDUCATION Reading

School District

P.O. Box 1234

123 First St

City Name, MN 12345

Optional Parent or Guardian Name

To the Parent or Guardian of Firstname M. Lastname
Optional Address Line 1

Optional Address Line 2

Optional Address Line 3

> What is the Individual Student Report (ISR) about?

« This ISR provides your student's results on the Minnesota statewide assessments taken in the spring of 2023 to measure
student learning of the extended standards of the Minnesota Academic Standards.

« For each reported subject, overall performance includes your student's score, related Alternate Achievement Standard level
and state average score.

« Your student's performance details in content areas within extended standards include points earned compared to p:
possible for each content area and the total, including state averages for each of those score areas.

* When reviewing student scores and state averages, keep in mind that each student has unique needs considered in tl
administration of tasks, which influence performance on this particular assessment.

If you have questions about the results, we encourage you to contact your student's school.
Who takes these assessments and why?

Minnesota statewide assessments are taken by all public students in grades 3-8 and 11 in mathematics, in grades 3-8 and 10
in reading, and in grades 5, 8, and once in high school in science. Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who
meet specific eligibility criteria may take the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS).

Where can parents/guardians find information?
Find information on results for students and families on the following webpages:

« MDE Students and Families Statewide Testing page under Assessment Results
(MDE website > Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives > Statewide Testing)

« PearsonAccess Next Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources
(Minnesota PearsonAccess Next website > Reporting Resources > Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources)
How can | request my student's results in a translated language or an alternative
format?
If your home language has been reported to your student's school or district, a QR code may be included on page 1 to a
translated student results video with translated audio and/or captions. This ISR report format may also be made available in
another translated language or an alternative format, such as large print, braille, or as an audio file. Contact MDE by email at
mde.testing@state.mn.us, by phone 651-582-8674 or by fax 651-582-8874. TTY users may call the Minnesota Relay Service
at711.

0149 ¥ SVIN

education.mn.gov

10. For More
Information—This
section addresses
frequently asked
questions and includes
links for resources to
learn more about the
statewide assessments.



SAMPLE STUDENT RESULTS LABELS

Student results labels provide test score
information for students participating in the
assessment.

These labels can be used on the student'’s hard-
copy permanent file.

L o . Student name
Districts determine if they want to receive

student labels for standards-based accountability
printed assessments. PDFs of student labels are
available to download in Published Reports

in a format ready for label printing. District and school
where test was taken

Student demographic
data: Grade, Date of Birth,
Gender, MARSS/SSID
Number, and Local Use
Number

For each subject in the assessment,
information includes the student’s scale
score and achievement level or reason
for non-participation.
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Sample Student Results Labels Testing year

Mame: Lastname, Firstname M.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-IN) Spring 2023
District.  DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)

School:  SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0{000-00-000)

Grade. 8 DOB: 01/01/2000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567800123
Gender. M Local Use # 1234567850

Subject Scale Score Achievement Level

Reading Invalidation Due to Student Action

Mathematics Mot Attempted

Science 845 Partially Meets the Standards

MName: Lastname, Firstname M.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-II) Spring 2023
District: DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)

School,  SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0000-00-000)

Grade: 8 DOB: 017012000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123
Gender: M Local Use #: 1234567890
Subject Scale Score Achievement Level
Reading 875 Exceeds the Standards
Mathematics 825 Partially Meets the Standards
Science 845 Does Not Meet the Standards

Mame: Lastname, Firstname M.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-IN) Spring 2023
District: DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)

School:  SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0000-00-000)

Grade: 8 DOE: 01/01/2000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123
Gender: M Local Use # 1234567890

Subject Scale Score Achievement Level

Reading Mot Completed

Mathematics 825 Does Mot Meet the Standards

Sclence Mo Test Data Available



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Glossary

Academic Standards—Statewide expectations that identify the knowledge
and skills all K-12 students are expected to achieve by the end of a grade
level or grade band.

The MCA and MTAS are the statewide assessments that help districts
measure student learning of Minnesota’s academic standards. The
academic standards are revised according to a schedule set forth by
statute. The timeline for the first administration of the revised science
assessments is school year 2024-25, and reading assessments is school
year 2025-26. The timeline for mathematics assessments is still to be
determined based on the standards revision schedule.

Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)—ALDs provide descriptive
information of what typical students at each achievement level are
expected to know of the Minnesota Academic Standards.

Note: Achievement Level Descriptors appear as Performance Level
Descriptors on the Individual Student Reports (ISRs).

Achievement Levels—For MCA: There are four achievement levels:
Students who achieve the Meets or Exceeds performance levels are
demonstrating the knowledge, skills and abilities expected for their grade
level, as described in the academic standards.

For MTAS: There are four achievement levels: Exceeds the Alternate
Achievement Standards, Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards,
Partially Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards, and Does Not Meet
the Alternate Achievement Standards.

Benchmark Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)—Benchmark ALDs
provide more detailed descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and abilities
demonstrated by students across the four achievement levels on the MCA,
beyond what the traditional Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) offer.
Available for math and reading only.
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Career and College Readiness (CCR)—For high school Reading and
Mathematics MCA, CCR is a graphical representation of a student’s
“progress” score compared to the CCR Goal Score. CCR Goal Scores

are identified by directly linking scale scores on these tests to scores on
the corresponding subject-level subtests from a nationally recognized
college entrance exam. At each grade, CCR Goal Scores are indicators that
performance is on track to demonstrate career and college readiness on
a college entrance exam at the end of grade 11. A high school student’s
MCA scale score for a subject is on the same scale as the CCR Goal Score
for that subject and can be interpreted for performance comparison. If

a student’s MCA scale score is at or above the CCR Goal Score, they are
expected to be able to successfully complete credit-bearing coursework
at a two- or four-year college or university or other credit-bearing post-
secondary program without any need for remediation. Student scores
below the CCR Goal Score may indicate that the student’s performance is
not on track to meet career and college readiness, and the student may
benefit from remediation. CCR Goal Scores are not reported for science.

English Language Development (ELD) Standards—\WIDA-developed
expectations that Minnesota has adopted as statewide ELD standards.
These standards reflect the social and academic dimensions of acquiring
a second language that are expected of English learners in grade levels
PreK-12. The ELD standards provide a connection between language
development and academic content.

The ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS are based on the 2012 Amplification
of the WIDA ELD Standards. The ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS

assessments are the statewide tests that help districts measure student
progress toward the WIDA ELD Standards.

The WIDA ELD Standards are revised by the multi-state WIDA consortium.
Although Minnesota educators are approaching full implementation of the
WIDA English Language Development Standards Framework: 2020 Edition,
the ACCESS test will not be aligned to the 2020 Edition until 2025-26 and
the Alternate ACCESS test will not be aligned to the 2020 Edition until
2023-24.



Individual Student Report (ISR)—An Individual Student Report (ISR) is the
finalandofficialreportofastudent’sassessmentresultsprovidedoyMDE
to districts to distribute to parents or guardians.

Lexile® Measure—Reading MCA ISRs include a Lexile (reading) measure
of the student’s ability. The upper and lower ranges help match students
with materials appropriate for their ability in the content area’s skills and
concepts. The Lexile Framework helps identify the text a child can read
and understand independently. Visit the Lexile® & Quantile® Hub

www.hub.lexile.com to access reading and math tools.

Longitudinal Reports—Longitudinal Reports include historical test
results in a graphical display at the student, school, district, and/or

state level for review or comparison by administration (test and year).
Comparisons include overall and average scale score, achievement level,
strand performance detail, and/or student group. A Dashboard view will
display performance comparisons across all tests, as they apply to the
administration being reported, in a summary graph for a side by side
comparison. Longitudinal reports are available in PearsonAccess Next.

MCA Scores for Course Placement—Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities may use high school Reading and Mathematics MCA scores in
determining course enrollment. For more information view the Minnesota
State Academic Affairs page (minnstate.edu > System Office Divisions >
Academic and Student Affairs > Academic Affairs > Academic Readiness >
how MCAs are used).

MTAS Scoring Rubric—This 0-3 rubric is used by the Test Administrator to
score MTAS tasks.

On-Demand Reports—On-demand reports are preliminary test results

that are available within 60 minutes after testing or data entry is completed.

On-demand reports are available for all online assessments and for student
responses in paper accommodated test materials that are entered online.
On-demand reports are available in PearsonAccess Next.

Performance Details—For MCA: The student’s performance on content
areas within each subject is compared to state expectations. A downward-
pointing arrow indicates student performance below state expectations;

a horizontal double-headed arrow indicates student performance at or
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near state expectations; and an upward-pointing arrow indicates student
performance above state expectations.

For MTAS: For each subject, student performance is presented and
described in terms of the alternate achievement standards. Additionally,
content areas within extended standards for the subjects are listed and
described with student performance indicated. Student performance is
reported in points earned compared to points possible for each content
area and the total. State averages for the content areas and total are
provided for comparison.

Performance History—Tables included on MCA Individual Student
Reports (ISRs) show results for each year the MCA was given in the subjects
applicable to that grade. When no score is available, a description of

why is included. A student may have no performance history if he or she
transferred from a different school district. A student may have gaps in
performance history if he or she left Minnesota school districts or previously
took a different assessment, such as MTAS.

Performance Level Descriptors—See Achievement Level Descriptors
(ALDs). Referred to as Performance Level Descriptors on ISRs.

Performance Meter—For grades 3-8 MCA: For each reported subject,
the Performance Meter graphically indicates the student’s overall score as
an achievement level, which is the performance level on the ISR. Next to
the Performance Meter is a description of the student’s score in relation to
what students taking the MCA are expected to know at each performance
level of the Minnesota Academic Standards (Standards). Percentile rank is
no longer available.

For high school MCA: The Performance Meter graphically indicates the
student’s overall score as an achievement level, which is the performance
level on the ISR. Next to the Performance Meter is a description of the
student’s score in relation to what students taking the MCA are expected
to know at each performance level of the Minnesota Academic Standards.
Percentile rank is no longer available.

For grades 3-8 MTAS: For each reported subject, student performance
is indicated graphically and described in relation to the alternate
achievement standards.


http://www.hub.lexile.com
https://www.minnstate.edu/system/asa/academicaffairs/academicreadiness/mca.html
https://www.minnstate.edu/system/asa/academicaffairs/academicreadiness/mca.html
https://minnstate.edu

Performance within Subjects (also known as strand performance
levels)—A student’s score compared to the state expectations for each
subject and content area tested. Performance within subjects is reported as
Below Expectations, At or Near Expectations, or Above Expectations.

Published Reports—Published reports are PDF versions of the final
reports that are delivered to districts, including electronic copies of the
Individual Student Reports (ISRs). They are posted to Published Reports
in PearsonAccess Next after the testing window at about the time printed
reports arrive in districts.

Quantile® Measure—Mathematics MCA ISRs include a Quantile
(mathematics) measure of the student’s ability. The upper and lower ranges
help match students with materials appropriate for their ability in the
content area’s skills and concepts. The Quantile Framework helps find
math skills and concepts that are at your child's readiness level. Visit the
Lexile® & Quantile® Hub www.hub.lexile.com to access reading and math
tools.

Reading Access—For Reading MTAS only: Describes how the student
accessed the reading passages. During test administration the Test
Administrator indicates how the student accessed each reading passage.
The choices available for each passage are: the passage was read
independently by the student, the student read along with the Test
Administrator, and the Test Administrator read the passage to the student.

Scale Score—For MCA: A score that takes the student’s item response
pattern (Reading and Mathematics MCA) or raw score (Science MCA) and
adjusts it for possible differences in test difficulty from one year to the next.

For MTAS: A score that takes the student’s raw score and adjusts it for
possible differences in test difficulty from one year to the next.

School Use Numbers—MARSS/SSID and Local Use numbers.
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Student Demographic Information—A description of the demographic
information for the student, including: Student Name, Grade, School,
District, Date, and Assessment.

Students Results Video—Video versions of Individual Student

Reports (ISRs) are personalized to each student and provide parents/
guardians a dynamic overview of their student’s results on the Minnesota
Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) or Minnesota Test of Academic Skills
(MTAS). Each video provides an overview of the assessment followed by
a detailed look at the individual student’s performance for each subject
taken, as well as their performance related to the school, district and
state averages. In addition to English, video ISRs may be available in a
home language based on student enrollment data, if specified (Amharic,
Arabic, Chinese, Hmong, Karen, Oromo, Russian, Somali, Spanish, and
Vietnamese).

Test Specifications—Specific rules and characteristics guide the
development of a test’s content and format. They indicate which strands,
substrands, standards, and benchmarks will be assessed on the test and in
what proportions.


http://www.hub.lexile.com

Online Resources

MDE Website (education.mn.gov)

RESOURCE LOCATION
Achievement Level MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota
Descriptors Tests > Achievement Level Descriptors

Assessment Secure
Reports user quides
and help documents

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Business and Finance > Data Submissions > Assessment
Secure Reports

District Resources:

Test Score MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > District
Interpretation Resources > Test Score Interpretation Resources

Resources

E';qug L:‘r;g:aqe MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > English Learner Education > English
Development

Sta‘:idards Language Development Standards

Minnesota K-12
Academic Standards

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Academic Standards (K-12)

Students and Families
Assessment Results MDE website > Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives > Statewide Testing > Assessment Results

Website

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota

Technical reports .
P Tests > Technical Reports

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Test

Test speci ications oo
Specifications

. MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Resources >
Testing 1,2, 3 Testing 1, 2, 3
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http://education.state.mn.us/mde/index.html
http://education.mn.gov/mde/index.html
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/ald/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/SecureRep/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/SecureRep/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/SecureRep/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/district/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/index.htm
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/index.htm
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/index.htm
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/mn/Tech/
http://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/spec/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov

Online Resources (continued)

PearsonAccess Next (minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com)

RESOURCE LOCATION

Benchmark Reports
User Guides

On-Demand Reports
and Export User Guide

Longitudinal Reports
and Export User Guide

PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Additional Reporting Resources
Historical Student Data
User Guide

Published Reports
Quick Guide

Subscore Report
User Guide

WIDA Website (wida.wisc.edu)

RESOURCE LOCATION

WIDA Resource Library = WIDA website > Resource Library

ACCESS for ELLs
Scores and Reports

WIDA website > Assess > ACCESS for ELLs > ACCESS for ELLs Scores and Reports

Alternate ACCESS
Scores and Reports

CONTACT INFORMATION

MDE Pearson Lexile® & Quantile® Hub
Submit a Pearson help desk request

WIDA website > Assess > Alternate ACCESS for ELLs > Alternate ACCESS Scores and Reports

General inquiries

(www.hub.lexile.com)
mde.testing@state.mn.us (PearsonAccess Next > Support)

651-582-8674 888-817-8659
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http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/additional-services/
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-access/scores-reports
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-access/scores-reports
http://www.hub.lexile.com
http://www.hub.lexile.com
mailto:mde.testing@state.mn. us
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/support/
www.hub.lexile.com
https://wida.wisc.edu
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