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BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
BOARD OF EDUCATION

AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING

Monday October 26, 2020 8:00 PM Front Cafeteria of the High School

1. Meeting called to order by the President

2. Roll Call

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived
President Joseph Amara ¨ ¨ ¨
Vice-President Eileen Ryder ¨ ¨ ¨
Trustee Nelson Reynoso ¨ ¨ ¨
Trustee Guadalupe Ruiz-Catala ¨ ¨ ¨
Trustee Deborah Podwin ¨ ¨ ¨

Flag Salute

Statement of the President

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance 
notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where specifically exempted by law, at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, 
the Board of Education has caused both adequate and electronic notice of this meeting to be published by 
having same advertised in The Record on June 30, 2020; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to 
the members of the Board, the Borough Clerk, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, 
the High School and the District Website on October 21, 2020 and revised on October 26, 2020.”

3. Minutes

1. Motion to accept and approve the Minutes for September 2020.
4. Written Communication:

A. Motion to accept and approve the following:
Thank you from Christopher Budiman, Eagle Scout.

5. Verbal Comments 

The Bergenfield Board of Education now opens the floor for our first public comment session.  Public 
comments regarding tonight's agenda items only will be heard at this time.  You will have an opportunity 
to make any other comments during the 2nd public comment session later in the meeting.

Those participating via Zoom shall use the “Raise Hand” feature. Participants shall be limited to a three-
minute time limit and shall identify themselves before speaking. There will be a time limit of 30 minutes 
for each public comment period.
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6. Report and Recommendations of Superintendent of Schools

A. General Recommendations

1. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution:
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.4(h) requires the Board to adopt by resolution standard 

procedures and requirements for public comment made during a remote public meeting as well 
as for public comments submitted in writing ahead of a remote public meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the procedures and requirements it desires to 
establish for public comment and has chosen to adopt the procedures and requirements set forth 
below.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby enacts the following 
procedures, standards, and requirements for public comment at Board meetings conducted with 
a remote meeting platform:

1. Written comments. The Board publishes its agenda to the extent known by approximately 
4:00 p.m. on a Friday preceding a Monday Board meeting. Individuals who wish to submit 
written comments regarding any government or school district issue that a member of the 
public feels may be of concern to the residents of the school district must do so by sending an 
email with the written comments to ba@bergenfield.org <mailto:ba@bergenfield.org> or by 
written letter addressed to the Board Secretary, 225 W. Clinton Avenue, Bergenfield, NJ 
07621. Comments submitted in writing or by email must include the commenter’s name and 
address. Written comments must be received no later than 10:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting. 
Written comments will be read aloud and addressed during the meeting in a manner audible to 
all meeting participants and the public. When reading written comments during a meeting, the 
person reading the comment will stop reading after three minutes, no matter how long the 
comment is. The Board may summarize duplicative comments as permitted by law, and 
duplicative comments shall be noted for the record. 

2. In-Person or Remote Comments. Individuals in person or participating via Zoom may make 
public comment at the appropriate public comment period by signifying their intent to 
comment. Those participating via Zoom shall use the “Raise Hand” feature. Participants shall 
be limited to a three-minute time limit and shall identify themselves before speaking. There 
will be a time limit of 30 minutes for each public comment period.
 

3. Standards of Conduct. Participants wishing to make public comment shall abide by Bylaw 
0167, the contents of which are incorporated by reference in this resolution. Additionally, the 
Board hereby adopts the following procedures:

a. The Board shall facilitate a dialogue with the commenter to the extent permitted by the 
electronic communications technology, which shall include ascertaining the individual’s name, 
confirmation of their Bergenfield residency, topic, and areas of concern. The Board may or 
may not respond to inquiries made by the commenter, depending upon whether or not the issue 
has been raised at the appropriate level beforehand, whether or not the Superintendent has had 
the opportunity to address the issue, and whether or not the inquiry requires further 
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investigation before a response. Generally, when giving a response, the Superintendent or 
Board President shall do so at the close of public comment. Any dialogue that takes place 
during the individual’s public comment shall count toward the speaker’s three-minute time 
limit. 

b. If a member of the public becomes disruptive during a remote public meeting, including during 
any period for public comment, the Board President or individual in charge of the remote 
meeting platform shall mute or continue muting the disruptive member of the public and warn 
that continued disruption may result in their being prevented from speaking during the remote 
public meeting or removed from the remote public meeting. Disruptive conduct includes 
sustained inappropriate behaviors such as, but not necessarily limited to, shouting, interruption, 
and use of profanity.

c. A member of the public who continues to act in a disruptive manner after receiving an initial 
warning shall be muted while other members of the public are allowed to proceed with their 
questions or comments. If time permits, the disruptive individual shall be allowed to speak after 
all other members of the public have been given the opportunity to make comment. Should the 
person remain disruptive, the Board President or individual in charge of the remote meeting 
shall mute, or keep muted, the disruptive member for the remainder of the remote public 
meeting, or remove him or her from the remote public meeting.  

2. Motion to accept and approve the attached Personnel Recommendations.
3. Motion to accept and approve the October 13, 2020, Special Education Monthly Report 
as per the attached.
4. Motion to accept and approve Phonics First Livestream Professional Development 
provided by Brainspring, one additional participant, Phonics First Level 1, on September 25 
& 29, October 1 & 2, 2020, Days 4 & 5 TBD, at a cost not exceeding $395, payable through 
Title IIA Funds.
5. Motion to accept and approve Focus on Grammar Series Upgrade by Pearson, for 
Bergenfield High School ELS, one year subscription, cost not to exceed $792.39, payable 
through Title IA.
6. Motion to accept and approve virtual Sheltered English Instruction Professional 
Development, for Roy W. Brown Middle School - ELA and Math Departments, provided by 
Up the Bar Consulting for three modules, at a cost not to exceed $7,500.00, payable through 
Title III Funds.
7. Motion to accept and approve the 2020-2021 Fall/Winter Virtual Professional 
Development Academy after school for district employee's payable through ESEA Funds.
8. Motion to accept and approve Phonics First Coaching to be provided by Brainspring, for 
three days, November 9, 12, and 18, 2020, at a total cost not exceeding $7,295.00, payable 
through Title IIA Funds.
9. Motion to accept and approve The Teacher Tutors for Supplemental Instruction for four 
Special Education students in the amount of $7,942.50 for 30 hours each on Purchase Order 
#21-1634.
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10. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 1648.02 - Remote 
Learning Options for Families.
11. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 1620 - Administrative 
Employment Contracts.
12. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 2431 - Athletic Competition.
13. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 5330.05 - Seizure Action 
Plan.
14. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 6440 - Cooperative 
Purchasing.
15. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 7450 - Property Inventory.
16. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 7440 - School District 
Security.
17. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 7510 - Use of School 
Facilities.
18. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 8420 - Emergency and Crisis 
Situations.
19. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy # 8561 - Procurement 
Procedures for School Nutrition Programs.
20. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Regulation # R2431.1 - Emergency 
Procedures for Sports and Other Athletic Activity.
21. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Regulation # R5330.05 - Seizure 
Action Plan.
22. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Regulation # R7440 - School District 
Security.
23. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Regulation # R7510 - Use of School 
Facilities.
24. Motion to accept and approve the agreement between the Bergenfield Board of Education 
and the parents of a student whose name is annexed in the Superintendent's Office.
25. Motion to accept and approve the Annual Meeting between Education and Bergenfield 
Law Enforcement Officials - Uniform Memorandum of Agreement 2020.
26. Motion to accept and approve the Annual Meeting between Education and Teaneck Law 
Enforcement Officials - Uniform Memorandum of Agreement 2020.
27. Motion to accept and approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Program at Lincoln School.
28. Motion to accept and approve the attached Book Disposal Form.
29. Motion to accept and approve the following conference over $150 payable through ESEA 
Funds.

Name Position Conference Budget         Account Number Amount
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Amount
B. 
Madariaga

Roy W. 
Brown       - 
Bilingual 
School 
Psychologist

NJASP 
Winter 
Conference 
2020, Virtual, 
December 4, 
2020 

$21,060 20-273- 200-500-15- 270 $155

30. Motion to accept and approve virtual Professional Development by Inspired Instruction, 
LLC, Addressing the Needs of Gifted Students in the General Education Classroom 
(a.m./p.m.), Grades K-12, January 18, 2021, at a cost not to exceed $2,200.00, payable 
through Title IIA Funds.
31. Motion to accept and approve the revised reimbursements of salaries and benefits from 
ESEA Grant to LEA as follows:

FY 2021 -  Revised reimbursements of salaries and benefits applied from Title I to LEA
Name Location Account Approximate % of 

salary and benefits
Amount

L. Titus Hoover 20-232-100-100-03-270 
Salary

25% $26,036

D. Kessler Washington 20-232-100-100-06-270 
Salary

25% $20,868

D. Ferrari R.W.B. 20-232-100-100-07-270 
Salary

12.5% $ 8,809

J. Marsich R.W.B. 20-232-100-100-07-270 
Salary

12.5% $ 8,571

E. Rodriguez R.W.B. 20-232-100-100-07-270 
Salary

12.5% $10,136

A.M. Wilson R.W.B.  20-232-100-100-07-270  
Salary

12.5% $10,386

H. Arrabito R.W.B. 20-232-100-100-07-270  
Salary

12.5% $ 9,284

D. 
Johanneson

R.W.B. 20-232-100-100-07-270  
Salary

12.5% $10,136

J. John B.H.S 20-232-100-100-08-270 
Salary

15% $ 9,219

H. Conklin B.H.S 20-232-100-100-08-270  
Salary

15% $14,389

G. Garcia B.H.S 20-232-100-100-08-270                
Salary

27% $18,002

B. Grande B.H.S 20-232-100-100-08-270  
Salary

33% $19,623
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J. Froehlich B.H.S. 20-232-100-100-08-270  
Salary

15% $13,064

S. Samuel B.H.S. 20-232-100-100-08-270  
Salary

15% $11,741

M. DeNicola Hoover 20-232-100-100-03-270 
Salary

51% $21,600

  20-231-200-200-15-270 
Approximate benefits 
for staff indicated above

 $76,519

I. Sulich Central Office 20-232-200-100-08-270 
Salary

50% $32,701

D. Markman Central Office 20-232-200-100-08-270 
Salary

16% $23,530

32. Motion to accept and approve the continuation of student suspensions for students whose 
names are annexed in the Superintendent’s Office.
33. Motion to accept and approve the attached HIB Report for October 2020.
34. Motion to accept and approve the School Safety and Security Plan Annual Review 
Statement of Assurance.
35. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy #0167 - Public Participation in 
Board Meetings
36. Motion to accept and approve the First Reading of Policy#0165 - Voting

7. Old Business: None

8. New Business

A. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition Contracts with Bergen County Special 
Services for the 2020/2021 School Year.

B. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition Contracts for Received Students for the 
2020/2021 School Year.

C. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition Contracts for Sent Students for the 
2020/2021 School Year.

D. Motion to accept and approve the attached Specialty Contract.
E. Motion to accept and approve the acceptance of the Coronavirus Relief Fund Grant in the 

amount of $250,441.
F. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Architectural Window for replacement of 

broken window screens and window balances in the district schools in the amount of 
$21,032.

G. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from D&E Window and Door to replace existing 
band room windows at Roy W. Brown Middle School at a total cost of $16,062.
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H. Motion to accept and approve the annual renewal of Donoma Backup Software Services at a 
cost of $9,365 from CDWG on cooperative bid # ESCNJ18/19-03.

I. Motion to accept and approve the following donation(s):
Patricia August has donated three (3) posters to the Bergenfield Board of Education.

J. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Commercial Recreation Specialists for the 
annual maintenance agreement for the lightning detection system at a cost of $6,105 on NJ 
State Contract 16 Fleet-00142 6105.

K. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from American Paper & Supply Company for six 
(6) Victory Backpack Electrostatic Sprayers at a total cost of $10,175.10 on cooperative bid # 
NIPA 1551/Network #631-112845.

L. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from White Rock Security Group for annual 
Microsoft Server, Office, and Windows licensing at a cost of $24,326.08.

M. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Dell for thirty-three (33) Optiplex 7780 AIO 
computers for the Bergenfield High School Robotic Classroom on State Contract # 19-
TELE-00656 for a total cost of $51,437.10.

N. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Staples for 300 Chromebooks at a final cost 
of $73,076.50 on Ed-Data cooperative bid #9837.

O. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Mid-Atlantic Truck Centre for the needed 
proprietary repairs to a school bus at a total cost of $16,216.75.

P. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from DLT for the annual renewal of KACE 
Systems Management and Deployment Service and Support at a cost of $8,842.04.  This 
software is proprietary and is exempt from bidding.

Q. Motion to accept and approve the sale of the following items on Govdeals.com and authorize 
the School Business Administrator to discard any items not sold on this public auction.

· Pro Maxima Lat Pulldown- 3 hand positions, plate loaded, lever machine

· Pro Maxima Seated Row- 3 hand position, plate loaded, lever machine

R. Motion to accept and approve the online auction of 102 Solar Renewable Energy Certificates 
(SREC’s) on www.pjm-eis.com.

S. Motion to accept and approve that in accordance with directive from the NJDOE – OSPEP 
(Office of School Preparedness and Emergency Planning) and per the requirements of 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-5.1 an annual review and update of School Safety and Security Plans has 
been completed.

T. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from C & C Masonry to excavate dry well on the 
front lawn of Franklin School at a cost not to exceed $8,000 on Bergenfield T&M Bid.

U. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Panoramic Window and Door Systems, Inc. 
for the replacement of sash and hardware in 57 classroom windows at Franklin School for a 
total cost of $16,530.
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V. Motion to accept and approve the General Fund and Fund 20 Inter-Account Transfers as per 
the attached list.

W. Motion to accept and approve the 2020/2021 Board of Education Goals.
9. Report and Recommendations of Business Administrator/Board Secretary

Motion to accept and approve the following as presented:

A. The Secretary’s Report of Cash Balances as of September 30, 2020 reflecting a balance of 
$12,872,079.80 and The Treasurer’s Report of Cash Balances as of September 30, 2020 
reflecting a balance of $12,872,079.80.

B. Final Vouchers for payment in the month of September 2020 in the total amount of 
$8,272,510.46.

C. Partial Vouchers for payment in the month of October 2020 in the total amount of 
$5,948,361.28.

D. Motion to accept and approve the following:
Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)3, the Board of Education Secretary certifies that as of 
September 30, 2020 that no line item account has encumbrances and expenditures, which in 
total exceed the line item appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a).

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education Secretary certifies that as of 
September 30, 2020, after review of the District’s monthly financial reports, no major account 
or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient funds 
are available to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.

10. Verbal Comments

The Bergenfield Board of Education now opens the floor for our 2nd public comment for any other 
comments at this time. 

Those participating via Zoom shall use the “Raise Hand” feature. Participants shall be limited to a three-
minute time limit and shall identify themselves before speaking. There will be a time limit of 30 minutes 
for each public comment period.

11. Adjournment

2. RESOLUTIONS


