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1. Meeting Called to Order by the President 

2. Roll Call 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

President Joseph Amara     

Vice-President Eileen Ryder     

Trustee Anthony J. Cortez     

Trustee Mark D'Esposito     

Trustee Ralph Messina     

 

 Flag Salute 

 Statement of the President  

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have 

advance notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where specifically exempted by 

law, at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with 

the provisions of this act, the Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published 

by having same advertised on June 30, 2015; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to the 

members of the Board, the Borough Clerk, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, 

the High School, and posted on the District Website on April 5, 2016." 

3. Verbal Comments 

The Bergenfield Board of Education now opens the floor for our first public comment session.  

Public comments regarding tonight's agenda items only will be heard at this time.  You will have 

an opportunity to make any other comments during the 2nd public comment session later in the 

meeting. 

4. Department Reports 

A. Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

1. Motion to accept and approve the Minutes for March 2016. 

2. Motion to accept and approve the Addendum to the Tri-Valley Agreement between The 

Bergenfield Board of Education and Bergen County Special Services for the 2015/2016 

school year as follows: 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Bergenfield Board of Education (hereinafter referred to as 

the “Board”) and Bergen County Special Services Board of Education (hereinafter referred to 

as “BCSS”) are parties to a Staffing Services Agreement for the Board’s Tri-Valley Program 

(the “Program”) entered into for the 2015-2016 school year (hereinafter referred to as the 

“Agreement”) for the provision of special education services to pupils in the Bergenfield and 

Borough of Dumont public schools districts who have similar intensive educational, behavioral 

and other needs related to their disabilities in accordance with their individualized education 
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programs throughout locations within the Bergenfield and Dumont Public Schools Districts, 

respectively, and the mainstreaming of Program students with disabilities into Board general 

education classes and/or resource rooms, as appropriate; 

 

 WHEREAS, the parties wish to continue the services of the above-referenced Agreement 

through the 2015-206 school year; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the agreement is revised to reflect an increase due to additional services, 

adjustment in staff salary and health benefit cost, and 

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance therewith, the Parties agree to continue to extend the term of 

Agreement until June 30, 2016; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, based on the premises and mutual promises and covenants 

contained herein and in the Agreement, the Parties amend the Agreement as follows: 

 

1.  Article VI (“Fees and Costs”) shall be amended to read as follows: “The Board shall pay to 

BCSS the sum of $3,749,052.00 for the services outlined within this proposal for the 2015-

2016 School Year Term. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereunto caused these presents to be signed by 

their proper corporate officers and caused their proper corporate seals to be hereunto affixed, 

the day and year first above written. 

3. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition Contracts list. 

4. Motion to accept and approve the attached Use of Facilities List. 

5. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, Bergenfield Board of Education is a member of the Northeast School Board 

Insurance Group (NESBIG), 

 

 WHEREAS, the bylaws of the NESBIG require that each Board appoint a Risk 

Management consultant to perform various professional services pursuant to agreement 

attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bylaws for NESBIG indicate a minimum fee equal to 6% of the Board’s 

assessment which expenditures represent reasonable compensation for the services required and 

is included in the Board’s assessment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board authorizes NESBIG to pay this amount directly to the Risk 

Management Consultant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the judgmental nature of the Risk Management Consultant’s duties renders 

comparative bidding impractical; 
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bergenfield Board of Education that 

The Vozza Agency is hereby appointed Risk Management Consultant in accordance with the 

Fund’s bylaws for the period of July 1, 2016 to July 2019; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Secretary and Business Administrator are 

hereby authorized and directed to execute the Consultant’s agreement annexed hereto. 

6. Motion to accept and approve the Fund 20 Inter-Account Transfers as per the attached list. 

7. Motion to accept and approve the Annual Maintenance quote from Heartland in the amount 

of $3,216.45. 

8. Motion to accept and approve the annual renewal proposal from Alliance Pest Control for 

IPM Pest Control Services for the 16/17 school year at a cost of $5,820 (No Increase). 

9. For Discussion: 

B. Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum 

1. Motion to accept and approve the April 5, 2016, Special Education Monthly Report as per 

the attached. 

2. Motion to accept and approve the following Conferences Over $150 Payable Thru LEA 

Funds: 

Name Department Conference Name Cost Date/Time Account # Source of 

Funds  

L. 

Thoresen 

Special 

Services 

34th Annual 

NJASA/NJAPSA 

Leadership 

Conference 

$575  05/11-05/13/2016 11-000-240-580-08-000 FY 2016 

LEA 

Funds 

3. Motion to accept and approve the following Travel Reimbursement for Laura Thoresen: 

Name Lodging Meals Mileage Tolls Parking Total 

L. 

Thoresen 

$200.00 $160.00 $70.00 $20.00 $40.00 $490.00 

4. Motion to accept and approve the following Conference Over $150 payable thru NCLB 

Funds. 

Name Position Conference    Budget         

Amount  

   Date   Account Number Amount  

B. 

Plikaitis  

District 

Elementary 

Librarian 

Winners! 

Workshop, 

Whippany, NJ 

$1,958.34  5/20/2016 20-273-200-500-15-270 $199.00 
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5. Motion to accept and approve the Bergenfield Public School District 2016 Summer 

Enrichment Programs.  All registrations will be paperless and processed through 

CommunityPass.com and payments will be processed by TD Bank. 

6. Motion to accept and approve the amended portion of salaries and benefits to be reimbursed 

from the ESEA-NCLB Grant to the LEA as per the newly adjusted 2015-2016 salaries. 

AMENDED FY 2016 - Reimbursements of salaries and benefits applied from Title I to LEA  

Name Account Amount % of Salary 

L. Titus 20-231-100-100-03-270 Salary $25,185  24.91% 

M. Martin 20-231-100-100-07-270 Salary $20,022  38.94% 

M. Swanson 20-231-100-100-07-270 Salary $20,022  38.94% 

J. Marsich 20-231-100-100-07-270 Salary $20,422  38.96% 

J. Mulder 20-231-100-100-07-270 Salary $20,022  38.94% 

*N. Mackenzie-Zitt 20-231-100-100-07-270 Salary $16,292  20.00% 

D. Hirstius 20-231-100-100-08-270 Salary $14,174  19.36% 

N. Kazancioglu 20-231-100-100-08-270 Salary $15,444  19.43% 

D. Sermabekian 20-231-100-100-08-270 Salary $10,892  19.37% 

Staff shown above 20-231-200-200-15-270 Benefits $44,855    

M. DeVivio 20-231-200-100-08-270 Salary $20,433  13.00% 

M. DeVivio 20-231-200-200-08-270 Benefits $5,312    

I. Sulich 20-231-200-100-08-270 Salary $25,000  44.00% 

I. Sulich 20-231-200-200-08-270 Benefits $1,912    

*A. Wilson was removed due to Family Leave.    

*N. Mackenzie has been added.   

Percentages based on salaries per new contracts for FY 2016.  

7. Motion to accept and approve 80 annual student licenses for Carnegie Learning Mathia X 

for Bergenfield High School Title I Math Lab students including professional development 

in the amount of $4,619.20 payable through Title I funds. 

8. Motion to accept and approve Edmentum Adaptive Intervention Solution - Program License 

for Bergenfield High School identified Language Arts Title I students in the amount of 

$3,600 payable thru Title I funds. 

C. Assistant Superintendent of Personnel 

1. Motion to accept and approve the attached Personnel Recommendations. 

2. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 8462 - Reporting Potentially 

Missing or Abused Children 

3. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 0167 - Public Participation 

in Board Meetings. 
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4. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 0168 - Recording Board 

Meetings. 

5. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 2422 - Health and Physical 

Education. 

6. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 2431 - Athletic Competition. 

7. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 5111 - Eligibility of 

Resident/Nonresident Students. 

8. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 5310 - Health Services. 

9. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 5330.01 - Administration of 

Medical Marijuana. 

10. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 5460 - High School 

Graduation. 

11. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 8550 - Outstanding Food 

Service Charges. 

12. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Policy # 1140 - Affirmative Action 

Program. 

13. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Regulation # R 2431.2 - Medical 

Examination Prior to Participation Sports. 

14. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Regulation # R 5111 - Eligibility of 

Resident/Nonresident Students. 

15. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Regulation # R 5310 - Health Services. 

16. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Regulation # R 330.01 - 

Administration of Medical Marijuana. 

17. Motion to accept and approve the Second Reading of Regulation # R8462 - Reporting 

Potentially Missing or Abused Children. 

18. Motion to accept and approve the attached HIB Report. 

D. Superintendent 

1. Committee Meeting Briefs 

 Verbal Comments 

The Bergenfield Board of Education now opens the floor for our 2nd public comment for any other 

comments at this time. 

5. Adjourn to Private Session: 
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1.  Personnel for April 25, 2016. 

2.  Ongoing Litigation. 

6. Adjourn 

7. Informational Documents 

1. Posting for the 4-18-16 Executive Meeting and the 4-18-16 Cancelled Budget Workshop. 

2. Custodial/Maintenance for March 2016. 


