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BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

AGENDA FOR THE CAUCUS MEETING 

 Monday June 15, 2015 7:00 PM District Conference Room 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order by the President 

2. Roll Call 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
President Joseph Amara     
Vice-President Eileen Ryder     
Trustee Mark D'Esposito     
Trustee Charles Ferrer     
Trustee Ralph Messina     

 

 Flag Salute 

 Statement of the President 

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance 
notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where specifically exempted by law, at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, 
the Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having same advertised in 
The Record on June 30, 2014; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to the members of the Board, 
the Borough Clerk, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, the High School and the 
District Website on June 9, 2015.” 

3. Discussion of Evening Agenda 

4. Discussion of Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee 

B. Technology Committee 

C. Lunch Report 

5. Motion to go to Private Session 

6. Motion to Adjourn 

2. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

1. Informational Item (ID # 1918) 
Posting for 6/15/15 Special 5:00 PM Meeting in Superintendent's Office. 
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Attachments: 
6-15-15 Special Private Meeting (PDF) 
2. Informational Item (ID # 1919) 
Posting for Rescheduled Regular June Meeting. 
 
Attachments: 
6-15-15 Rescheduled Regular Meeting (PDF) 
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BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING 

 Monday June 15, 2015 8:00 PM Front Cafeteria of the High School 

 

1. Meeting called to order by the President 

2. Roll Call 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived
President Joseph Amara     

Vice-President Eileen Ryder     

Trustee Mark D'Esposito     

Trustee Charles Ferrer     

Trustee Ralph Messina     

 

 Flag Salute 

 Statement of the President 

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance 
notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where specifically exempted by law, at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, 
the Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having same advertised in 
The Record on June 30, 2014; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to the members of the Board, 
the Borough Clerk, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, the High School and the 
District Website on June 9, 2015.” 

 Recognitions: 

Mary Riskind - Bergenfield Public Library   
Lou Harris - The Challenger League                                               
 
 
2014-2015 Retirees: 
Mary Louise Rabadan, David Morris, Richard Abrahamsen, Ann Joyce Boas, Judy Boland, Michelle 
Mulligan, Patricia Braun, Esther Turull, Sonia Vukusic, Cynthia Kneisler, Cathryn Gaur, Ernestine (Tina) 
Dowling, Seamus Regan, Lois Saland. 

3. Minutes Approval 

A. Motion to accept and approve the attached minutes for the Executive Meeting of May 11, 
2015, The Action Meting of May 11, 2015 and The Regular Meeting of May 18, 2015. 
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4. Written Communication 

5. Verbal Comments  

6. Report and Recommendations of Superintendent of Schools 

A. General Recommendations 

1. Personnel 

2. Motion to accept and approve the attached Special Ed monthly report. 

3. Motion to accept and approve the 2015-2016 IDEA-B Grant Allocations as listed below. 

2015-2016 IDEA-B Special Education Grant Allocations 
 

Basic:  $911,190  Non-Public:  $94,424 
Pre-School:  $33,608  Non-Public:  $1,626 

4. Motion to accept and approve the Curriculum and Assessment Writing to begin in June 
through August 2015 for all subject areas.  NJ State Mandates development of assessments 
aligned to PARCC and Curriculum aligned to CCLS ready to be disseminated August 2014.  
Attached are the course titles, staff names and total hours. 

5. Motion to accept and approve the New Jersey Department of Education District 
Mentoring Plan Statement of Assurance for the mentoring plan which will be in effect during 
the 2015/2016 school year. 

6. Motion to accept and approve the following ESEA-NCLB FY 2016 Allocations: 

Title I, Part A  $ 514,892 
 Title II, Part A  $  79,474 
 Title III   $  30,817 
 Total Allocation  $ 625,183 

7. Motion to accept and approve the District Professional Development Plan for 2015-2016. 

8. Motion to accept and approve the Summer 2015 Professional Development for district 
employees payable through NCLB funds.  Summer 2015 Professional Learning Workshops 
Brochure attached with locations TBD. 

9. Motion to accept and approve the Comprehensive Guidance Curriculum for the 
Bergenfield High School. 

10. Motion to accept and approve travel reimbursement for AP Summer Institutes held 
August 3 - 7, 2015, approximation of possible costs, if applicable, are as follows: 

Name Lodging  Meals Mileage Tolls Misc. Total 

N.Kazancioglu $0.00 $0.00 $115.92 $24.00 $0.00 $139.92 

J. Ditzel $0.00 $0.00 $112.84 $59.20 $0.00 $172.04 

G. Alvarez $0.00 $0.00 $99.00 $14.50 $0.00 $113.50 

M. Kurnath $0.00 $0.00 $78.72 $0.00 $0.00 $78.72 

11. Motion to accept and approve conferences over $150 payable thru NCLB funds. 
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Name Position Conference  Amount Date Account Number  Budget 
Amount 

M. Kurnath Art-         
BHS 

Rutgers 
Summer 
Advanced 
Placement 
Institute        
AP Art 
History,         
New 
Brunswick, 
NJ 

$1,025  August    
3-6,        
2015 

20-273-200-500-08-270 FY 
2016 
funds 

N. 
Kazancloglu 

Math - 
BHS 

AP 
Summer 
Institute at 
Middlesex 
County 
College,  
AP 
Statistics, 
Edison, NJ 

$900  August    
3-6,        
2015 

20-273-200-500-08-270 FY  
2016 
funds 

J. Ditzel Math - 
BHS 

AP 
Summer 
Institute at 
Middlesex 
County 
College,  
AP 
Calculus 
BC, Edison, 
NJ 

$900  August    
3-6,        
2015 

20-273-200-500-08-270 FY  
2016 
funds 

G. Alvarez History 
- BHS 

Drew 
University's 
Advanced 
Placement 
Summer 
Institutes 
for 
Teachers 
Program - 
AP US 
History, 
Madison, 
NJ 

$880  August    
3 - 7, 
2015 

20-273-200-500-08-270 FY 
2016 
funds 

12. Motion to accept and approve Professional Development - Cornerstone Activation 
Training for ESL teachers at a cost of $1,900 half day training, payable through NCLB Title 
III funds. 
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13. Motion to accept and approve Mundo Real E-Books and one year access to on-line 
learning platform for students enrolled in Spanish 1 at a cost of $5,735.50. 

14. Motion to accept and approve the attached HIB Report for June 2015. 

15. Motion to accept and approve 2015 Summer Curriculum Writing Assignments.  Attached 
are the course titles, staff names and total hours.  Approximate cost is $15,800 payable 
through LEA. 

16. Motion to accept and approve three professional development days at Conquer 
Mathematics under the direction of consultant, Nancy Schultz, to revise middle school 
curriculum, 9 teachers at a cost of $7,500 payable thru NCLB funds. 

17. Motion to accept and approve the purchase of instructional supplies supporting the Orton-
Gillingham professional development in the amount of $8,550 payable through Title IIA 
funds. 

18. Motion to accept and approve the following Out-of-State Field Trips: 

College visitation to East Stroudsburg University and Centenary College, Pennsylvania on 
Monday, July 6, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
College visitation to Fordham University and FIT, New York on Monday, July 13, 2015 from 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
College visitation to LIM and PACE University, New York on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 from 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
College visitation to Dominican College and Mercy College, New York on Thursday, July 16, 
2015 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
College visitation to University of Delaware, Delaware on Monday, July 20, 2015 from 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
College visitation to Southern Connecticut State University and Scared Heart University, 
Connecticut on Tuesday, July 28, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

19. Motion to accept and approve the following NJSIAA resolution: 

     The Board of Education of School District No. 0300 County of Bergen State of       New 
Jersey, as provided for in Chapter 172 Laws 1979 (N.J.S.A. 18A:11-3, et seq.) herewith enrolls 
Bergenfield High School as a member of the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic 
Association to participate in the approved interschool athletic program sponsored by the 
NJSIAA.  This resolution to continue in effect until or unless rescinded by the Board of 
Education and shall be included among those policies adopted annually by the Board.  Pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 18A:11-3 in adopting this resolution, the Board of Education adopts as its own 
policy and agrees to be governed by, the Constitution Bylaws and Rules and Regulations of the 
NJSIAA. 
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7. Old Business 

Director of Buildings and Grounds 

8. New Business 

A. Motion to accept and approve the agreement with Bergen County Special Services for 
remedial and auxiliary services to eligible students attending non-public schools with the 
public school district served by the LEA for the 2015/2016 school year. 

B. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition Contract for Received Student. 

C. Motion to accept and approve the attached Tuition and Specialty Contracts for June 2015. 

D. Motion to accept and approve the attached list for Use of Facilities. 

E. Motion to accept and approve a donation from the Knights of Columbus in the amount of 
$501.00.  This covers their annual donation contribution to the Tri-Valley Program for 
Autism for the 2013 year under Grand Knight John McGill and the 2014 year under Grand 
Knight Charles Hollis. 

F. Motion to accept and approve the transfer of unreserved fund balance in the amount of 
$30,717.58, from fund 40 to fund 10 as these funds are no longer needed for the intended 
purpose as the district has no outstanding debt. 

G. Motion to accept and approve the Cancellation of Receivable and Liabilities Deemed Invalid 
on the following list. 

      Liability               New Milford     $45,377 

      Receivable           River Edge         $71,109 

H. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Tanner North Jersey for secure file cabinets 
and furniture for the Personnel Office at a cost of $9,284.11 on Ed Data Cooperative Bid 
#6848. 

I. Motion to accept and approve the renewal agreement with Edvocate for food service 
monitoring services at a cost of $1,060 per month for the 2015-2016 school year. 

J. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”) has 
determined that it is in the best interest of the school district to initiate the following capital 
projects at Hoover Elementary School (hereinafter referred to as the “projects”): 

 Electrical Service and Branch Panel Upgrades; 

 Unit Ventilator Replacement, Hazardous Material Abatement and HVAC Control Upgrades; 
and 

  WHEREAS, the Board desires to retain the services of Solutions Architecture 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Architect”) as Architect for the Projects; and 

  WHEREAS, the Architect has submitted a proposal in connection with said capital 
projects which is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 
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  WHEREAS, the Business Administrator/Board Secretary has determined and 
certified in writing that the value of the services will exceed $17,500; and 

  WHEREAS, the Architect has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that the Architect has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the County of Bergen, Borough of 
Bergenfield or Bergenfield Board of Education in the previous one (1) year, and that the contract 
will prohibit the Architect from making any reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a contract for such services shall be awarded 
to Solutions Architecture for the following reasons: 

 1. The fee structure proposed is advantageous to the Board, price and other factors 
considered. 

 2. The experience and resources necessary to perform the contract have been 
demonstrated. 

  3. The reputation and professional responsibility of the Architect are 
satisfactory.  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that:  

1. The Board hereby appoints Solutions Architecture to provide architectural 
services in connection with the Projects in accordance with the terms of the Agreement that is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

2. The Architect is hereby authorized to amend the Long Range Facilities Plan 
as necessary and to submit the plans and specifications for the projects listed above to the New 
Jersey Department of Education for approval in connection with the proposed capital projects, and 
to prepare the schematic plans and an initial capital project applications for the projects and to 
submit same for approval to the Department of Education and all other governmental authorities 
with jurisdiction over this project in accordance with the requirements of the Educational Facilities 
Construction and Financing Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-1 et seq. (P.L. 2000, c. 72, effective July 18, 
2000) and the implementing regulations, N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et. seq. 

3. The Board President, the Superintendent of Schools, the Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary, the Architect, and other appropriate representatives of the Board 
(hereinafter referred to as “Board Representatives”) are hereby authorized to take all steps 
necessary to implement this resolution and Board President and the Board Secretary/ Business 
Administrator are hereby authorized to execute the attached Agreement and any and all other 
documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 

4. The Business Disclosure Form shall be placed on file with this resolution 
and a notice of award shall be published in the official newspaper of the Board. 

5. The Board hereby authorizes the Business Administrator/Board Secretary to 
advertise for bids once the Project is approved by governmental authorities with jurisdiction over 
this Project. 

K. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”) has 
determined that it is in the best interest of the school district to initiate the following capital 
projects at Roy W. Brown School (hereinafter referred to as the “projects”): 

 Window Replacement; 

 Unit Ventilator Replacement, Hazardous Material Abatement and HVAC Control Upgrades; 

 Emergency Generator Projects; 

 Roof Repairs/Replacement Projects; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board desires to retain the services of Solutions Architecture (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Architect”) as Architect for the Projects; and 

 WHEREAS, the Architect has submitted a proposal in connection with said capital projects 
which is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 

 WHEREAS, the Business Administrator/Board Secretary has determined and certified in 
writing that the value of the services will exceed $17,500; and 

 WHEREAS, the Architect has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification which certifies that the Architect has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the County of Bergen, Borough of Bergenfield or Bergenfield 
Board of Education in the previous one (1) year, and that the contract will prohibit the Architect 
from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that a contract for such services shall be 
awarded to Solutions Architecture for the following reasons: 

 1. The fee structure proposed is advantageous to the Board, price and other factors 
considered. 

 2. The experience and resources necessary to perform the contract have been 
demonstrated. 

 3. The reputation and professional responsibility of the Architect are satisfactory.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that:  

1. The Board hereby appoints Solutions Architecture to provide architectural 
services in connection with the Projects in accordance with the terms of the Agreement that is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

2. The Architect is hereby authorized to amend the Long Range Facilities Plan 
as necessary and to submit the plans and specifications for the projects listed above to the New 
Jersey Department of Education for approval in connection with the proposed capital projects, and 
to prepare the schematic plans and an initial capital project applications for the projects and to 
submit same for approval to the Department of Education and all other governmental authorities 
with jurisdiction over this project in accordance with the requirements of the Educational Facilities 
Construction and Financing Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-1 et seq. (P.L. 2000, c. 72, effective July 18, 
2000) and the implementing regulations, N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et. seq. 
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3. The Board President, the Superintendent of Schools, the Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary, the Architect, and other appropriate representatives of the Board 
(hereinafter referred to as “Board Representatives”) are hereby authorized to take all steps 
necessary to implement this resolution and Board President and the Board Secretary/Business 
Administrator are hereby authorized to execute the attached Agreement and any and all other 
documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 

4. The Business Disclosure Form shall be placed on file with this resolution 
and a notice of award shall be published in the official newspaper of the Board. 

5. The Board hereby authorizes the Business Administrator/Board Secretary to 
advertise for bids once the Project is approved by governmental authorities with jurisdiction over 
this Project. 

L. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, NJSA 18A:21-2 and NJSA 18A:7G-13 permit a Board of Education to 
establish and/or deposit into certain reserve accounts at year end, and  
 

WHEREAS, the aforementioned statutes authorize procedures, under the authority of the 
Commissioner of Education, which permit a board of education to transfer anticipated excess 
current revenue or unexpended appropriations into reserve accounts during the month of June by 
board resolution, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education wishes to deposit anticipated available 

current amount into an Emergency Reserve account at year end, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education will transfer monies not to exceed 

$900,000 for this purpose;  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Bergenfield Board of Education that it 
hereby authorizes the district’s School Business Administrator to make this transfer consistent with 
all applicable laws and regulations. 

M. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, NJSA 18A:21-2 and NJSA 18A:7G-13 permit a Board of Education to 
establish and/or deposit into certain reserve accounts at year end,  

 
And  
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned statutes authorize procedures, under the authority of the 

Commissioner of Education, which permit a board of education to transfer anticipated excess 
current revenue or unexpended appropriations into reserve accounts during the month of June by 
board resolution, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education wishes to deposit Anticipated available 

current amount into a Capital Reserve account at year end, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education will transfer monies not to exceed 

$1,400,000 for this purpose;  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Bergenfield Board of Education that it 
hereby authorizes the district’s School Business Administrator to make this transfer consistent with 
all applicable laws and regulations. 

N. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, NJSA 18A:21-2 and NJSA 18A:7G-13 permit a Board of Education to 
establish and/or deposit into certain reserve accounts at year end,  

 
And  
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned statutes authorize procedures, under the authority of the 

Commissioner of Education, which permit a board of education to transfer anticipated excess 
current revenue or unexpended appropriations into reserve accounts during the month of June by 
board resolution, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education wishes to deposit Anticipated available 
current amount into a Maintenance Reserve account at year end, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education will transfer monies not to exceed 

$1,400,000 for this purpose;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Bergenfield Board of Education that it 

hereby authorizes the district’s School Business Administrator to make this transfer consistent with 
all applicable laws and regulations. 

O. Motion to accept and approve the APEX Curriculum for the Alternative School for the 
2015/2016 school year for online training, coaching and course content management system 
at a cost of $9,700.00. 

P. Motion to accept and approve the attached Aramark Addendum for the 2015/2016 school 
year. 

Q. Motion to accept and approve the annual renewal from Schoolwires for website hosting and 
content management service at a cost of $12,680.40 for the 2015/2016 school year. 

R. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Robot Lab for two robots for the Tri Valley 
Autistic Program at a total cost of $18,708 paid for with donation account #20-075-100-610-
08-075.  These robots will be programmed by STEM Students. 

S. Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, NJSA 18A:21-2 and NJSA 18A:7G-13 permit a Board of Education to 
establish and/or deposit into certain reserve accounts at year end,  

 
And  
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned statutes authorize procedures, under the authority of the 

Commissioner of Education, which permit a board of education to transfer anticipated excess 
current revenue or unexpended appropriations into reserve accounts during the month of June by 
resolution, and 
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WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education wishes to deposit Anticipated available 
current amount into a Tuition Reserve account at year end, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Bergenfield Board of Education will transfer monies not to exceed 

$450,000 for this purpose;  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Bergenfield Board of Education that it 
hereby authorizes the district’s School Business Administrator to make this transfer consistent with 
all applicable laws and regulations. 

T. Motion to accept and approve Change Order Number 1 from ML Inc. for the Hoover 
Elementary School project.  The contract sum will be decreased by the amount of 
$122,389.38. 

U. Motion to accept and approve the attached list of state contract and cooperative bid purchase 
orders for the 2014-2015 school year. 

V. Motion to accept and approve the proposal from Mathusek for annual wood floor refinishing 
in all district schools at a cost of $40,525 on Ed Data Cooperative Bid #5259. 

W. Motion to accept and approve the renewal of Delta Dental for 2015-2017 at no increase from 
current rates. 

9. Report and Recommendations of Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

Motion to accept and approve the following as presented: 

A. The Secretary’s Report of Cash Balances as of May 31, 2015 reflecting a balance of $  and 
The Treasurer’s Report of Cash Balances as of  May 31, 2015 reflecting a balance of $ 

B. Vouchers for payment in May 2015 in the total amount of $ 

C. Motion to accept and approve the following: 

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)3, the Board of Education Secretary certifies that as of May 
31, 2015 that no line item account has encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed 
the line item appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a). 

 
Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education Secretary certifies that as of May 
31, 2015, after review of the District’s monthly financial reports no major account or fund has 
been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient funds are 
available to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

10. Verbal Comments 

11. Adjournment 
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