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FEBRUARY 18, 2020 

ACTION NEEDED 
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John Swanson, Mathematics teacher at Stanwood High School, is requesting Board approval to solicit 

Stanwood High School students to participate in a STEM based educational trip to Alaska through World 

Strides in June 2021. 

This is a non-district sponsored educational trip. Mr. Swanson, students or employees that participate 

will not be representatives of the school of district. 

Recommendation: We recommend the board approve John Swanson's request to solicit students to 

participate in the World Strides STEM based Field Trip to Alaska in June 2021. 



February l0 th
1 2020 

To: Stanwood-Camano School District School Board 

From: John Swanson, Stanwood High School 

Dear Board Members, 

RECEIVED 

FEB 102020 

STANWOOD-CAMANO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

I am requesting permission to solicit students for an upcoming trip. I would be leading the fourth STEM based trip from 
Stanwood High School next summer. This trip would be to Alaska and would occur at the end of June 2021. While there 

we would learn directly about animal biology, glaciers and their surrounding ecosystem, whales and other marine life, 
earthquakes, and a variety of other STEM topics. In addition to that, we would learn about Alaskan history and culture. 

I have always believed that travel impacts students' growth and learning, but I was shocked to see the statistics and how 

much of an impact travel really does have. This would be our fourth STEM based trip, the second to Alaska, and my plan 

is to continue to develop it into a tradition so that the experiences can be shared with many Stanwood students over the 

years. 

This would be my second trip to Alaska with students, I have taken them on many trips over the years. I have been 

leading the annual trip to the University of Washington for the past 10 or so years for Math Day. As a wrestling coach I 

have taken students to tournaments and camps for the past 13 years. I have previously travelled with students to both 

Iceland and Alaska. This summer I am taking another group internationally to Iceland. 

I would like to be able to tell students and parents about the trip and the benefits of travel. This would include talking to 

the students outside of class time, putting up a couple posters, sharing printed information about the trip, and holding 

some informational parent meetings in my classroom outside of the school day. 

Overview of Details 

I have included some papers with information pertaining to our trip. 

I. An initial letter that will go home to parents giving details about the trip and in informational parent 

meeting. This includes a sample itinerary, the trip dates (6/22/21-6/27 /21), the cost for each student and 
adult, information on financial aid, and registration information. Also included is a flyer to families briefly 

describing the trip, the tour company, and some statistics on the impact of travel. 

II. Student Rules and Regulations Personal Behavior Contract and Emergency Medical Release. This is the 

behavior contract that the tour company uses. 

Ill. Information about the tour company, World Strides. This company offers educational trips for many 

subjects both internationally and domestically. They are a full-service agency that will make our travel 

arrangements, lodging and meals, scheduled tours and transportation in Alaska, will provide us with a 

course leader, and provides the insurance, emergency support, and educational materials. World Strides 

has been in business for over 50 years and was founded by a teacher who took his middle school class to 

Washington, DC and thought that there should be an easier way for teachers to make educational trips with 

their students. They have an exemplary record and an amazing reputation. To my knowledge, this is the 

second time that Stanwood School District is using World Strides, so I have included some information about 
the company taken from their website. 

a. Why World Strides? This is an overview of the company and the services that they offer. 

b. Safety and Security. This gives some of the safety and security resources that they offer. 

c. Educational Excellence. This details their focus on education, talks about their LEAP method, and gives 
their accrediting bodies. 

d. Academic Credit. This outlines the process that the students can receive credit through the trip and on­

line coursework following the trip. Also include are the course descriptions for the credit opportunities 

for this particular trip. 



IV Trip Finances and school district responsibility. 
This trip is being financed by the students who are going, their families, and fundraising efforts. The 

students are responsible for any extra spending money that they want to bring with them and any other 

expenses incurred during the trip. The district will not be responsible for any of the finances for the trip. 
The travelers have medical coverage of their own and that provided through World Strides. We have our 

own travel arrangements to and from the airport. The trip is during the summer, so there will be not costs 

for class coverage or anything else that would be needed if it were during school. 

Again, I am very excited about this trip and sharing this experience with more students. More than that, I am excited to 

work to make trips like this a part of the STEM educational experience that Stanwood High School can offer to our 

students. 

Thank you for all the support that you offer to the students of our community. 

~ 
~ohn Swanson 

Teacher 

Stanwood High School 



World Strides· 
Educational Travel & Experiences 

2021 Anchorage, AK Trip 

Dear Parents and Students, 

t Hm excited to announce that I will lead a group of students on a WorldStrides prograrn to Anchorage. AK. On this once­
in-a-lifetime adventure. students will explore the vast wilderness and natural beauty of Alaska, discover its rich culture and 
traditions. and experience incomparable learning moments. This will be a trip that your child will be talking about for years 
to come! 

Your child will return home excited to tell you about: 
• Exploring Denali National Park in search of grizzly bear, moose. and caribou 
• Standing on the edge of the Exit Glacier or walking alongside the Harding lcefield 
• Watching whales breach the surface of the water on a boat tour of Resurrection Bay 

I have chosen to travel with Wor!dStrides because of their exceptional service, their 50 years of experience, their safety 
record, and their preventive measures that ensure learning occurs in a safe and fun environment. I h,we led this trip for 
many years now and look forward to leading it again. I will chaperone the program with other teachers as needed. and 
throughout the program our group will be guided by a Wor!dStrides-certified Course Leader 24 hours a day. Since this is 
not a school sponsored trip, we will not be attending as representatives or employees of the school. 

There will be a trip information meeting to discuss this wonderful opportunity on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 6:30 
PM in Mr. Swanson's Classroom #16 at the Church Creek Campus. All parents and students are invited to attend this 
brief 30-rninute meeting where I'll share more information about WorldStrides, review some of the trip highlights, and 
explain some of the tools available to help pay for the trip. I strongly encourage you to attend this meeting. This program 
promises to be an inspiring experience that wilt stay with participants throughout their lives. I hope that you will join us in 
this fun and educational bond111g experience. If you have any questions, you can contact me at (360)629-1300, or via 
JSwanson@stanwood. wednet. edu. 

John Swanson 
Program Leader 

Sign Up By Friday, March 27, 2020 



Ultimate Alaska Sample Itinerary 

,")AY 1 

rr~v,;I to Anchorage, Alaska 

Meet your WL)r 1dSt rid~J.s rt-pre:,ent~tive. 
p..trtic,ipale and beQin yoi.ir <nKe·in·c1·· lifetime 
t~-,.per'ience! 

OrH!nto\illll tour -of Anc.horao~ 
( wt~~tlwr and Hine µcr,nitting} 

Stem at Potter MiJrsh Ju~, outside 
Aucho1c1ge along the :°,("wr1rd 1-itqhwt:w, you'!I 
~niov t'l stop at tt1e 'j0~jt.het-r1 most ~oint 1n 
the Anchorage Coc,st .• ~I Wildlife Refuge. Walk 
the ttoardwaH< that ext.ends 1, ~~0G-f~E!l tntr, 
1nt'lr!;h, givmg you '!ct!.1'Y .:i().:.ess to n ~ee <, 
\iiHie:ty of birds 1r1dud1ng Can.Jdi(:ln Gee'Jf:.•, 
canvasbot:k r.tuck•-;, no,tl1t:'.rn pint~il•j 1 (\!ld 
12v-eo ei..HJlC'<;; n~:s.tinq ;H the bc1!::r~ ot th~ bluffs. 
Students learn to properly use bfoocul.a.rr; <Vi 
you obst 1rve t·he~e birds in their nc,rur~I 
t1cJtllt.dt (weother <1nd time pern1itting). 

Ovc~rnight m Anchorage 

Trl-tr\~~fer to thf'. Anchorogc Roi! O~pnt to 
bo..-1rd Q lrrtin tor your jourot>y nnrtll 1·0 

Wasilla. 

Hc!!~~V Tr-80 Kennels. M(-~f-)t. n tr,f ril Mush1;1· 
anr1 lflit~md Sled Doy•.; · rneet doqs thc,t 
h,ave run the- L~":it C,r<.i:d! r:ace and futun: 
lc1it,.md doqs. Cori~i<Jer how the dogs, tho:· 
~ted .:ind the mu<:>het inw-...1 work toqetlF1r t.f.\ 
create kinctK encr(1y. 

Lunch 

I ravel to Denali National Park, stoµp,110 iro 
route for pktur-e'_.,:quP. lr1nci~.capes <.md 
incredible wih.lltft:\ view1ng. 

oenali Preseot.ation Le,,,r n about UIe <1llcJr., 
of this incrcd1t,1le rnnunt"rlin ..Jrtd hear n=-ctl !itP 
stories from fronl u11f;' of DP.nali's filmed portV 
H1.1n~Jur~. fli<::fove:r ~nd r.onsidcr the 
cn!,Jinccrint, d titH.Pn{JP.~ th;Jt clm1be1"!.~ 1cti;P.. 

Dinn(!r dnd hold <.:h~ck in. Uven1iyt1t ir1 

Healy. 

DAV.! 

Murie E1<cursio11 in Denali National P,uk 
Trav~I deep ins1de the pl.irk on c~ doy-·long 
Journ;,-y. 

You·11 hav~ ~n:e!:-5 to both o (lrivP.r quide 1.1nd 
a 11dU.rr11list, who w•n ::;h::)re ~t.rffies 3bout the 
influent.i..;-11 figures and n~t1Ui:ll bioloq;sts wlu) 
I,ave he.lpet:1 to preserve thi$ incredibfe 
ldfl0~.K,11")P-. 

Lunch 

Venture orf rt,e bus fer a hike on the 
tundra ?Jnfl he sure to have- yow f..:)mera 
rea<.ly to lake pictures t•f ti>€ Tl12 Dig /-ivc 
Cdribou 1 grt,2ly bt?ars, Oc1il ~;he-Pp, moosc- 1 

,crn<i wo,ves. 

OenaH Mountain Wcatl•~r permitting, you·11 
stop fl:lonq to see Ocrn,!i Mow1tilin, the talk":;t 
pcdk 1n North Amcn(o. 

{)inner 

Overn1,;h1. in Healy 

Trr.wel frorn 01!11,;:lli io Anchorage, Alaska 

J unch 

Visit the Alaska Wildlife Conservation 
Center, drL organization d<..xlt,:,-Hf"<i to 
ore:,ervir\g A.l.-i~k,:i~> wildtife by tc1kirHJ i11 
iojun:.'d ond nrnhon~d anirncll'::i. Wd td1 
311i rrid!<;; di•,;ptay their n..:lturdl bl~lliivtors 1n the 
f.ent€r"S sp<l(io1.1(, ~nclo:.ures. 

Dep~rt for Seward 

Dinner and t,,,.1t f-l'l chP.c.k m. Ovc\rui9h1 in 
Seward 

t-Hke t.o E::xit Glader. Tak112 a t1llt:e l.o th<~ 
tomJue: ot l:x1t G!acie:r. See wt1l•re t.llf! 
H;_.trdinq lcefield rrn=:,-P.r.:, the ~e'.Sune<.tio11 
Rtv~r while omsi(!-ertnq qtaooh..wJy 1 C!rosion 1 

c1nd the tmµact or k~tabz,t1c wind~.~-

bpl,1<t> Kenai Fjords National Park by 
IJoat .. See orc1::1s. hwnpb.acl-'. wl1,:dJ:-'.S, ste1ic,r 
':ie,:1 lions, pufflw,, ~~~ii ,,tters, 1;3nc1 brown 
I.W·i-H:, while 1n rtJutP. t·oi] tkk:wcttet ql<lC1{ff As 
yO~J ~•P-e the ~Jiaciers and the ldn(hr..a.re: 
9,rround1ri9 them, you·I1 qatn ~ hetter 
urid~r st.anding - .a-nrl npp1 edoti::.rn ·· of the 
impc1ct of CJlBot.'.i~r ~rus1on cmij g!.acfal re.bound. 
Lunch w,11 bP 11rovided on !ht> 110;,t. 

Dinn~r. Ovcrr1i'L)ht tn Seward 

Brcdkf<t~ir .. Hotel ,:heck· nut 

Oep,~rt Seward for Anchorage. l:n roure, 
use tmu.! t(i ler.!rn how rc·:,.;e<tn~hei·s -.;tudy <111d 

mc-o!.>Ur'P q!ilcia! '-.!rl~•~ir,rt. 

Alask;, Sealife Center D1,ilt thmugh funds 
frlHn IJ1~ 1~}89 F,i:xon Vr.lldez Oil Spilt, r.his 
wor1d-(!ct:t~-. rn<)rinc r,_~~,t:'",~rch anti 
1ehab1t1ti:tl ion center i':::i tl1P. only culd w,1tiP.r 
:--:-=::·it:ar ~h f.-:;.c,:,t ·'I ;r; Nmt:--. f.;r .1.~:k:~. '....f!•:--;-.1 ~:-\~f:~ 

:;d~ntists .::11Jout t·he- 1id1 l'Ul~_~ystP.m of the 
□iP-rfnq Seo, nnrlf'rstaru.l t11e wcirk beir19 dnn~ 
to protect the enrtanqered sc~,c1 lion5. and 
iifscovcr UH~1 :;ecrets of ttic: h.-:tdmr se~[~~ thnf. 
,.all Resurrection Uav hom~. ,'\lr.~rwan.b, 
1:nnsidt::r th•.~ P.ngineerir,~ tl\~llenQBS n¥·sul1·Enq 
from 011 isp1u~·; c1m1 the t(\thnolooy rcquirP.i1 to 
mitiqatr~· th('.'!.:.:~ rtiilsters:. 

Vis,t Begich Boggs Visitor Center, t>uilt on 
the t<..•rrninnl moraine left by Prnt~1gc.• Gl-.1cier. 
[xplore c•xl1ihit•, ,1bout th(• Chugach 
Natiol'lal Forest 1 ArrH:·rici1'S seconli huc_J~st 

~ingk~ r1.c1tionr1I forest. (Lime permitting) 

Lundi <fn(J Downtown Anchorage (lime 
pern11ttin9} 

Depart Anchorage or, an overnighl flight 
t1oni1.: 



Anchorage, AK Details: 

TRIP DATES ·-------·--------------
Trip 10#: 184879 
Destination Anchor3ge. AK 
Departing Tuesday, June 22. 2021 
Returning: Sunday, June 27, 2021 

TRIP MEETING 
There will be a trip lnformattonmeet!ng to discuss this wonderful 
opportunity on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 6:30 PM in Mr. Swanson's 
Classroom #18 at the Church Cl'$ak Campus. 

TRIP PRICE 
s'1<}ilfjjp'~i"ow_t_o_ta_ke-·advant'ag;·;;1 our special earty'reglstration discount 
and Spring 2020 program prlcel 

Prices are based on 35 full-paying participants. 

Student: Your discounted price is $2,841 quadruple occupancy, which reflects a 
5150 discount off the Spring 2020 price for signing up prior to Friday, March 27. 
2020. 

Adult: Your discounted prir.:e is $3 290 double occupancy, wl11ch reflects a $150 
discount off the Spring 2020 price for signing up pnor lo hiday. March 2 7. 7.020 

Payment can be made In full or spread out in1o monthly installment payments· 
Select EZPay when choosing monthly installment p.iyments and have your 
payments autornaticaily deducted from your bank account saving you time and 
potential missed payments There is a $6 non-refundable handling foe on each 
installment payment following your registration if you do not select EZPay 

Fun Refund Program: An additional $289 covers cancellation (see Terms and 
Conditions at wwwwortdstndes.conVms-terms-conaitions). 

FLAG financial assistance: FLAG financial assistance may be ava,lable for 
families with an adjusted gross income up to $85,000. See reverse for 
details. 

·Instal!menl amounts may vary m price based on when you sign up and optional 
inclusions. Your last payment must be made by the final payment deadline and 
may be larger than your previous installment payments. Your final payment 1s due 
on 03/04/2021 

Sign up today for the trip of a lifetime! 

INCLUDES 
• Round trip transportation 
•Evening Activities 
•Course leader 
•Quality hotel accx,mmodations 
•Acc1dent/health ,nsurance 
•2.4-Hour Emergency Support 
•Opportunity to earn free 
school credit 
•Online educational resources 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

•All Meals 
•Fi~ld Journals 
•Admission fees 
•Sightseeing transportation 

Sign Up By: OJ/'21120 - register now ;:md SAVE• 

Deposit Arnount 549 (non-ielundable) - This ,s a 
special, reduced deposit amount for signmg up prior to 
03127/20. 

Sign Up: 

• Online al www worldstrides com/signup 
(use Trip ID#184879 to sign up) 

• By phone -- rnll WorldStrides' Customer Service 
learn at 1 -i\00-468•58~9 

• By mail ... use the registrallon form on reverse 



Tools to help pay for your trip 
J\I 1/v'n!·lrj~}tr:Gl\::,, u:~I" fh1'.;:,,1(J1l :::, :·.-,1.urf~>11f '.t",T•lt. 1l. VVt:· bt:-,l10v~;• PV£'.r·v ~-.. t,;i..ii::int '.'.JH.Jl_J;d t':dV<-~ iht~ rJnt:,._;-r'.1,tn/y fer· 

travc•t 1G ch~H1(J(~ lh(•n ;_iv(~~~ a11d p·1,1t'-; lt.Jhy \VC olfc·r ~-~1."~VPU1i tcn;5i tei ht.·l.p ~::,Jkt.· th(-·-\·>e (:_•/f;,_~r-,~•n.-.:e~; po•.;~,1f)lt\ 

l{H 1;.•,::irh d:1d •.:vF~ry :·_:L.dt~111. 

Financial Assistance 
with FLAG fultirl' l.eaders of 

American Goverorn~rll 

• '•/\',:1h~r1:1tr::Jes pr~)v1de~i uvei· $2.5 
million!<' f1~.,HlCkd ,)'_;;;1:,,l<,r1<:C· i'•,H:t• 

'/(~i1:: tc:1 tl1ou~.ands uf f.:irniliP~_; 

· r:.J11,il1•'', . ._,,,th annual .1::i;u-:,tc,;.1 
•:r\>~)~; ni:~ornc-~-, nf :es:~: ~hdn ~"J35.UUn 
n,dy ,.,ual:fy 

OnP ,~:(~'!.p(r_: (:,::Ii. t1n(i v·:)Li.ll h.no·vv i1:)\,\.' 

'.ny;il ''.'•Yi lw ;ivaiii;ble I,:,,-ycn;r trip 

Hu'.·i·y, firVii";1~!dl a~:.s::..::.L.Jn!.:C i::\ J i \.•t:-i(•: t">fi 

.:i f-;r·:=.-t-c.cn1f:!. fi!·~.:.1--·~;cr ·•/t:d t·):)::·,is. 

Thi:, trip will be an incred\ble 
experienc-2 for your t:hi!.d and 
their dilssmates ! 

Do:,·1 (l<:<.~1y - cal~ \/Vcvl.i:P:;tride~ 

C1_r.>b.l:~\~:~r :=-)Prv1c:P .:Jt 8C:Cl 4bt~ ~)B99 
le ~-~i~ir· ~JP:-(;:· y->,ff tc!p a ..... :d t0 ~1<:,k 

,;.:1ny (1d:-~ili1_;r':r-1l ~-{ufs:ir,ns abouL 
!:n;J''.:·;tt1i <1.;;,~·i1st=.:i1·1cf=, fu:'ldrd •:..;qI~1. 

:irid pdymc·,t plan·~. 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Fundraising 
with the· G:ft of Education 
. ~.)l1.Jdr:?r1l·dr•;vP11 fun-:irai~:-:nq 11-/ht-:r-c­

lCOlit-, ,::-,J :~H:· n1rir1Py r,~i~i(~d ~JDC-S !(1 

p,~)y f:)r' your !"rip 

· Fasv·•t::,. ,;c,,: e· cJr ds. I,,ttpr·,:,, c1:·1ri 
0/!an,2ble ~.'Lel.lG'.lk 1;n~!'. ,-,\u.j,0 n\;:. 

cL1;·i se!'d lo !nc:~d~~ .i::d '.~]:-:·\iiy 

Th,n;'.;.:1n,:1,., d 0,lu:i•cril'o u,:1y l1y l hl',r :· 

f•nt1re ~-:-ip ~~at:h ye~H-th;·uLqh th(·' 

{;_1fl ~;t" E(hi(,~!!,'),'i 

Payment Plans 
that are easy & affordable 

",1<Jf1 ,,p 1c~ th<= :r,p wrl.'·· ;_1 ,·,rna:i!l 
dc~pcs-:t 

- T-~c::1:11ninc; p,.-~y:·~,L~nt~i are spf·t.:ar.i 
uut 1:··-1cJ ~·.i1r.:tllc,:- :tn1cunts an:"J p.:_i1d 
'."'.inltr<y r,r·J\:· '.LI travel 

'.~2\ ~µ ;iul,.l nc•J;i,'.:11.,ns f rc;rr, vou r 

CT">:f·Ck.-ng d(C(JlJf11 rn '.-.:i'-JVf~ tirrie 3!"1-:! 

Protect your investment with our 
Full Refund Program 
ld11~.itro• Jl IL.1 LI m mv,, ,rnent m your child s future. Our 

run Refund Progr,1m protecls that inve5tment should you have to cancel 
your rcg1strat1on for any reason prior lo dC"p:irture The program refunds all 
money pn,d (less the co~t of the Full Refund Program and any merchandise 
purchased) and includes special Job L05S Protectton We strongly recommend 
that you add on our Full Relund Program when s19nmg up lor your tnp. 

Full T rms 111\d Cond,tion• em nva I c l 'M>rlel Irides conl/tnp1erms 

Trip ID# 184879 - 06/22/21 
Full legal name• ..................... ·-··----"··"· ................................... . 
Additional registrant r1ar11e' .... 
~1:f!ldcml mandate (T.SAJ requires lh::itl"i"v"el"e~i-;;n.;vir.i~ tiie"ir ,;ou1pie1e fli~t. mi<k~te, amii."j:-.t 11:,mes ,~-~-tJ~;;, appea·r··ori··;;;y~, docwnents, nof ,1icknames Of" initi;ifS} tind (R1trt ol b1,1h 

Date of birth: .... / 1 ..... UM ale LJF emale UStudent UAdult Additional registrant DOB· _/ __ _/ -· UMaleLlF emale l.lStudent □Adult 

Email Address: ........................ ------- !.J I verify this 1s a valid email address s;gn me up for paper-free bllli119 and notifications 
Maifing Address, .............. _ ............... --~------ City ___ -·--···-·.. State ____ Zip ------~ 
Responsible Party name: ___ ....... _ ... -·- ..... . . .. Mobile pnone: .. . • . 
Home phone:_______ Mother's work phone, . Father's work phone: ___________ _ 

!nc:/ude a souvenirl•shirt and bill me $19. My size is SM L XL XXL Amount ! am paying today: ____ _ 
0 I am paying by check There is a $35 charge for returned checks Yo11r m11»"tnlml p.aymeot is $49 

DI am paying by credit card D MasterCard O Visa O Discover 
Card Number; 

I I I I □ -T--r T T] .. r . I r... : I:IJ::J Name as it appears on cant ------------· .. --- -----· 
Eipiration Date: _________________ ...... -... ·---·-· 

Cardholder's signature: __________________________________ ................. ··--- ....... . 

lJ Yes, enroll me in the Full Refund Program! 
O No, do not enroll me in the Full Refund Program 

Signature X:. _________ ............... -·•··········-···-·--···-------------
1 have reViewed and agree to the Terms and Cond#ions ond conhrm my FuJI Ri~(1md Pmg ,am .,;.el~r:0011. FoJI Terms and 
Condifioos, {:.311 he fouod rtl ~""'w.worldsUides.comMpterms 

www.worldstrides,com/signup 1800-468 -5899 \ PO Box 9033, Charlottesville VA 22906·9033 



;afety is our #1 priority 
s teachers and pa~er,!s. we kno,v 'i:Jw i~pcrtant safety is. That"s why we treat 
ur tr·;;velers like they're pan ot our ov,'1 iamd:e<,. The i:i,low•ng are the k.ey safety 
>easures we provide, 

uur Cer;sr<Jl 
ur supµJr t G!'Ke. w,,d:rnll' t::> assi,;t 

·ave\1ng grnGps 2/4 hours a tiay 

ours~ Leact1::rs 
anng ar-d dyr.a,1': i:1d;vicL.aa'.s w,,o am 
pe:1a!l.y ,r,fr1ed to guide ycur g'ot.:p 

'LJugh /OU' trip ar,d make learrn'.lg :one 
J iii~ 

1ot-0r Coach On~ers 
.<1U-1 years of expe~ience dhvi;19 aid 
,,.vkirig w,'.h s:uder,1 grou;:is 

Student Name Tags 
impr;m2d w:lh Toir Cen:rc1\'s tol .. frce 

nurnbe, 

Doctors on Call Program 
ar exclusive paf:nersbip w:th foe Geoqe 
Wash,ngt·Jn :Jn1versity Oepactr,ent of 
Eme~ger.cy Medicine. grantng us a:cess 
to dccto,s :or phone const..lratlcns ana 
treatrne'lt rec-Jmmond<lt,ons 

iools to help pay for your trip 
t WaddSt,idcs, 015r passion is student travel. We believe eve:, s:...:c:er,t snou~d 
ave fr,e opp0rtu1ity fo, travel to cr,ange ;hei~ hes aP.d lhai·s why we offer 
e,era! tools to he!p make thesi: experieC1::es possible tor ecach and every student. 

inanciat Assistance: over $2.5 mill•on in assistance is g•ven cu\ e;;ch year to 
1r.-Hi1es wi1h ann_,a! a::ljusied g~oss ;,,ccrnes d $85.00G 0, l€sS. 

cjft of Education: a'l e/!ectivE fundraising too! wr·ere 101]0:o 01 ;re c::•:;ney ra,sed 
oes i-J pay for yo:Jr t,:p. 

·ayment Plans: s~read out payments ar.d set-up autG-dedt;c!io11,; to save tir:-.e 
11d money. 

is,t ,•,orlds,ncesiu'ldra1s,r.g.co~, for ,1;J,e details on fi,,af!cial ass: ~ta11ce. the 31ft 
f Educ at.on. and other scholarst-,1p programs tr,at may be available io~ your trip. 

~00-468-5899 
Norldstrides.com/signup 

·.-1 :: f·: ddj ! r~ r· v·.J -~ ~; ~ r 1d 2\' 

LL: ,;J/ -7-GJ Ft,'. !East2,r; 

: u st r·,,n e, :;.,-r-,,ce:cv-:orldsl rides.::; rg 

---.-....,.. Smithsonian 

W.:.:.,r:d)trido;>";i {!.pt11·ates !J,:,1Pi:'St1t 

Skd~r~t pi-,:;y:d:'1)-; ,.r,,1==r l!le'flSr? t1ori\, 

llh! S·n!li·.!,;c;•:1i~;1 !:·,:~ii'..J1i~:°"'. n-,f:' :i(H:"•f 

:if ~h~ :=:1n1:'l~,on iiO ~r.::: ;,,♦~ ~•-lr.hu-st 
l;;,-?o ;;:::·-e .-c!'91s(~11.;,J trv:1Rrna.-k;; :>i 

e·,P. ·:irn1tt-:s.:::-,ia-i ;r-.s:i: u; 11):-, a:-;f1 
Wi,' IJS:, -.::1~s 1=i ~n .!!u:h,:;•·12':::'t'I ~l::2r 

:~·-. < 



I 

- - __. - "----- -- - - - - - - I - - - -- -

Whe:her yoJ are 3 seascned trave\er or tlJ:s 1r:p wilt 

rr.ark t'"le fast time goir.g outside of your '1orne'.owr. 

'rc1'1eli•1g ,-vith yow classmates It'd[ be an experierc<e ycu li 

,·e'1'·,~rnt,er rer ne rest of your i1fe. St,mding al the fool 

c-f O!>nat, Mo:intain, u::-ning f,1Ce-t0-face ,v•th sorrie of 

t..l;iska·s 0nost famous w•ldlifc, ~,k1rig the v2sr ter-ra,r of the 

!l,Jrd1n9 h,:ie!ld-this trip w•ll no dJubt be fu". but yc,u·u 

:1~ surprisrd a, how rnuch ycu.i':\ corr,e back char.ged1 

Yo·.J·:, :i,.,1e\(jr; .:i grratrcr unders,and•ng and apprC!ciatio:i for 

',cienv,. Vou LI 5\~!'tch what you th1'1k is possible. This trip 

w,H s1·,a::ie your r,-,ind fo: years to come. ,-i(ld we couidr,• be 

'7C'e 2xcifed to offer this opportunity to you 

l :s;? bcr€'f,t_s Gf t -avcl ex'end l::ir beyond the r1E:m1r~e~ 

y0u ll_ ~,ake with your friends. S:Lder-ts who tr2vel, 

.-,~;, Have an increased GPA, higher SAT score, and 
are more likely to attend coliege 

,_, . .-. Report an increase in self-confidence and 
understanding of their own cultural values 

::":··~, Gain an increased acceptance of and respect for 
other cultures 

_, 



·_.;-~ ·~ .. 

\:\._ 
. -'.~:· ...... 

\ 

.... .;_'.- ·, , . .:..,,~·•·'. 

ive Experiena 

·. ~ ~mp transportation 

~ r .... 



)J 
HNAI FJOAOS ~AllvHAI PARK 

Gt~-1!1-·J.:: ._,.,11C:=.1ft: b·~ r,,-ial ·:1 tf:e ~1:rH1 
Fi:Jtd~ Na~!Cl!lai P2i·lt .... o')I( to'!" o:c,1s, 
t',.in'l~·ti,ih'k w"W-;oi:''J, ">1~.1-o:· ~O: i;;.Jf.$-, 

pu11ir1~. and :::iturs .:;s 10..:. m.=ik~ V{:-lJr ~,-;:;.i 
Ii; :3 tidi;>w-Qt~r ~l::u.:.~r A-, 1!-ie q:c1· i1;rs 
m..Y✓£! t-:.-·,1.1,u:-d th~ !~'2-tJ. /J.1.::1 i;o11i! :l tf.,t?e 
ucd-er~AanJ1.".:9 ~r '.hi:' i1T,O~ct ,)f lj·od(ie, 
-=-~.:s.1~ri c1r,:t ~----/1~.:,;11 rNio,~nc. 

A if~~r~ i•o'.i~ .~r.l•JI ~ wM:•t' 5'C'"~·,.,_,dle: 
r•JS:i'J-::. mtc ,1 ~hr!~l.-:::w. I ,d!'~O'h' '~ .it=:: 
1r :-:11 .i t,.~i:i:;3de!° t..3V ~n::..i tt,.t :,d":" at 

f!..Jf'1r.l\'...:.1i, ~.,.I"': ,; (,<"IE! ~~j \Ill:' t:.,1~91?'.>I lf' 

::--..~. w:'.!-r·,c:. A:; fm: watch lt,i:: r.:or..:, lid"". 
~I!'-?;:~;', f!f~ r_;a~ kir :<'•it; harbo: 3t:J{~ 

an::! n~l-..!•Ja -,..,;,.;;.IC?.5 thct rn::l! ".--.c: t1C~ 
a·l(l T,J(;'1egair ,:1,_;-_:n 

O[Ull MOhMTAIW 

D,e.!",31: fvl.)1.mt.!'.-. '5..1t,c :,ighc:,•. ;:ec1'-:. ir, 
N.(;1 !'1 Ari:,:,,·.t.-J .,,..ith :!"! ,:>l<::"~·uflt•·· or 
i,l)Ji;;. tNH ·[:-ii,: r:.;.~,L' l:'.1 rt•1~1J,,; " 1!,;-f'! Ut 

1r,i'S. ITICJ'."l!c.r.15 lh~ ..,u;,:~e-5l•;:;• c-r>y 
n~.'h1r-,1~:,: t!".-~(,;.. ·.::,:.-,L~d ~r:J,r~l·r ;i:·wv~~ 
51:.:i le-..1~l P..,-:ilt.:Qrci::-i -~ a·; 'f.OU t ··uve-: 
lhrt\J.Jh (h~•-;;il. r::.~:i.-i1,.1l P.:.rk 

OfULI NAl!OUl H~K 

h~•ffll dt~l'~ '"'l'.:1-:lf: :-;€·",;,'.1 N~.:11),.,.:,[ i~;i1k 

~nt !::"('I!·"'· l~e ~;,;i 1iYE- ~.r:b:;}t.:, jr1.!..:·.:.,, 

bo:"<:1r o,_ D.::iil sl",t~~•-mt<,!:-.-:, ,i•:.d \'."L). Y ~'.1 

t:r,,::-,y lh~ t:rno:11t!.1J1.in9 ·m!w:. c.fu·.c· 
A..,1.~ka.:'l Rcu".~1-c', .'1,;,1rn;a,~ De-:i;:,1. "'1;'<u1Y;,:r.':""!. 

r~;.~ ~j); rr:1J1i.::-n ;,i~r~ w1ld--;'.;;inc-I~ tr;_Jl":(O•'le 

of 1h~ r.-:1J~t 5pe,:t.:i-c.'-'~ar p'.a[<t'<;, or. ('.J::-1~ 

'r',:;11 U ai.~~· ..-r,:n;-, 1.-11k ..,,1t•~ ~ lnc-1: Dtir,,:.111 
'"'°'h)1..11)f,,1,~r;;-~:· 

HlROIHG ICHl!l D 

·,.::.,• . .;'.l::'.,_11:--;:.if X,:n,11 M'."'111•'.?.·;1~ :;1r,,1 r1l::;.,, 
,11,1tr.,~ tt:'::' Ken.:11 i="_') .. d:, ~fa:,c,:re:. t'~rk 
'.~•~ h<'lnk~ l,:-f=:1i-!lct ,.;,-r,~i:: t)f tr.~ lr+r~~:;i 
:n 11,c:· .,,.,..:,rij Sh:-tch::i-:;. o-~~r .3GC=•sq ... .:i··1; 

•·!db. th-!:! i.;.i:!/1.;;:lr:1 ;nduub J~• •r .:.n 
91,1-~."c.·~s t\ r. ~1:•-g t"!i ~ ~r.-:.•viC!i::::~ 
ab0·~<' -11.,:,•lreF:"•.i•· .. ~:.:,.1-:::;~ lt1 

t,r1?,-:.'.n1,11<111j ,,j,ew:; l)l l1":-:• 1-::,.:11~ld. 

J•J~t 1..1:...i~-1~':' A~1ct·,6r~~e. -~ot.. :l J:5tvw:': 
!t1~ 5:,:ul1":Hr1 ri",•.~i,: O~IJ~) LJt Ir.~ An,:h.:.rf!.g.a 
Cc•iHt.:-, Ni\"j(·'.~ R·!fu,_;.:-.... ht 1.~U0•fool 
tOo:'d·,.:.:t,k 1:',11:~·~C~ o..:'. ir.:0 ~hi:' r'f'I-Etl ':W 
_:,nd ;:~•e>:s :•:)u t:~~y <:~ c ~~r. fi:, ~-t:·~ a ~.arit (-,• 
-:,1 ::ird~ ,,,cl:..·'Jir.,J Ca'.·zd1.:!;1 ·:1~-e~t-. 
~-~f'.\•~,:·.~.;<I< c.,_;(k:.-,. ;.ir,d C-'.·i;,.i-o c;r11gl~s ~.; 
t~e·,• ::1?<::.'. at :h1: b.::i~l.! ::1 ~~•e t:.i,utl~ 

EX11 Gl HI ER 

t1i~c rn .:ir.c- ll f n·.t.' r--:u!..L =Jc:-:s~1t:•~L· 

ql<:1t1~i-~ !r1 .A:,:':.")~:-=! ;?-;~(J :-,I;'~ ·.uf;,::1 >:" ri,,:= 

Hu-·dir1j l.::12t:.cld m..:.!~:<S ::1c.-Re:..u!:-~-~1.:.,1 
R!vf.:•· Sl~n..; :F:-·~e.:;:ti lh1::, n·,a~'.:-1\"e w..:lt:. 

,1! b'.u~ ll".t! i~C.d t1£:t11 11"-~~ L.r,~-:-!<.1..-.:-:1 Ir,+-· 

ICt' rr,--J,·::1s .:rnd ~r-din ir Du r 11·,.; :h•~ •• ,~.~-. 
-ri::..c,i::.:-:. g;~(.:.:.tn:,:,.,, 1·!n ,:.-,:,:.::n, ~~::d 1h_;1 

in· . .i;;a•::-'. -Jt .i,;a:abaLl-i. ···•·;1d'..l. 

Buill tt,r~ u gh fur,ds frc, ,n the l'i::!..; l:.u:.,;1 

Vie::1..:!,'. Oil ~.'.riill. rr,i~ n-,;;:·!r,tl •·i,O:,ii-tf1.f, .c~..1 
rc?h.!ii:<;,i~;Jtiuf" ~ocnle.-:-I!:: one: ·,•e, .. ;; ~l..;c-~r,b 
W(1ri1 .,..-.~.:111{ ~o :-e;;.•Jf. Oh~', : I ,,..-:,r k will· 
~~:~m;~t~ ~,:i ~t<1:-~ ,3bcut ':.~e r; ~I': ~~~C.'.,~•~:L,~ 1 

c-,l th1:c• Et-r1-,9 5~.J. ::iH !!1e l'VCr k bt: 1;~,~ 
L.i~;ll~ 1( , µ, :',[,;( t fl',~ Hl' .. h r,g,..ir~•:J ~<'!;i .ll•I°· ~ 

.~r.-:i d1s~o~·f::1 th(- s!!o:~~t:; of thf;; ·;.:i, b-c:­
~ev>:: i.:'"lal 1:-<:,; Reur~·';'(·t1 0 11 6~·1 i10;--:;·~:. 



Student Rules and Regulations 
Personal Behavior Contract 

The WorldSlrides tour you have elected lo attend offers many unique opportunities and experiences. Beyond the educational benefits, the tour offers 
opportunities to form new friendships and to meet the challenges of independence. 

We at WorldStrides promote a tour atmosphere where chaperones and students support one another with genuine respect. As a student participant, 
It Is your responsibility to help make the tour a positive and enjoyable experience for yourself, fellow students, and chaperones. All participants are 
expected to demonstrate high standards of conduct and to accept personal responsibility and consequences for their actions. You are expected to 
exhibit honesty, courteousness and consideration toward others. This includes those in your group, as well as anyone else with whom you may 
come in contact, such as Motorcoach Drivers, guides and restaurant and hotel staff. 

Our goal at WorldStrides is to make this trip an educational, safe, and enjoyable experience for everyone. We require your cooperation and 
commitment to the following behavior standards to help us meet this goal. 

We expect the student/participant to obey the following rules of behavior: 

❖ The student is to follow the directions and the rules and regulations established by the chaperones both prior to and during 
the tour, 

❖ The student shall not be involved in any way with smoking, alcohol, illegal drugs, vandalism, theft, or any other type of 
behavior that is judged by the chaperones to be detrimental to the health, well-being, safety, or reputation of him/herself or 
anyone else in the group including the chaperones or WorldStrides. 

❖ The student shall comply with all rules and regulations of the various governmental and vendor agencies (such as airlines, 
hotels, motorcoach companies, etc.). 

❖ The student shall remain with the group at all times unless, and only If and when, the chaperones specifically allow you free 
time. 

❖ The student shall follow the directions of the Program Leader, chaperones, and WorldStrides staff. 

❖ The use of hotel facilities carries with It the responsibility of leaving them in the same conditions in which they were found. 
The student is responsible for any damage. 

❖ Quiet hours at the hotel will be observed from 10:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. At 10:30 p.m. students must be in their own rooms. 
Students must remain quietly in their rooms until awakened by chaperones. 

❖ The student may never leave the hotel unless accompanied by a chaperone. 

❖ The student must sleep in his/her assigned hotel room each night 

❖ Good common sense, respect and consideration for others and their property should be practiced daily. 

If the student should violate any of these rules, he/she may be sent home at the sole discretion of the chaperones. In such cases, the 
parent/guardian will be contacted and the student sent home at the parent's expense. 

Student Contract 
I have read, and I understand the behavior rules and regulations of WorldStrides. I agree to comply with all of these rules and regulations. 

Student signature ___________________ _ Date _________ _ 

Parent Contract 
I have read, and I understand and support the rules and regulations of the World Strides tour. I represent that my child or ward has read the rules and 
regulations and has agreed to comply with all of them. It is understood that the signature on this behavior contract of one parent or guardian implies 
the consent of the other. 

Parent signature Date 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND TO WORLDSTRIDES. RETURN TO YOUR PROGRAM LEADER. 
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Emergency Medical Release 

THIS FORM SHOULD BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO YOUR TEACHER 

Birthdate ____________ _ 

Street Address ___________ _ City __________ State ___ Zip ____ _ 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Father's Name __________ Home Phone.....__..,__ _____ _ Bus Phone ,___.....,_ ___ _ 

Cell Phone(__) _______ _ 

Mother's Name _________ _ Home Phone ________ _ Bus Phone ( _________ _ 

Cell Phone(__) ______ _ 

Last Tetanus ____________ _ 

Other medical conditions---------------------------------

Medication being used (include dosage/frequency) _______________________ _ 

Present state of health---------------------------------

Family Physician __________________ _ Phone(__) _________ _ 

Medical/Hospital Insurance Company ___________ _ Phone ___ ..._ ________ _ 

Policy Holder's Name _______________ _ Policy Number ___________ _ 

AUTHORIZATION FOR TREATMENT OF MINOR 
I, the undersigned, understand and acknowledge that every effort will be made to contact the parents in case of 

an emergency, and, if possible, before any medical treatment is administered. In the event of an emergency or if the 
parents cannot be notified, I hereby give permission to the Program Leader or the WorldStrides staff to secure proper 
treatment for my child. If necessary, this includes selection of physicians and medical treatment facility who are then 
authorized to perform such medical treatments as deemed necessary to protect the health of my child. I further give my 
permission for WorldStrides staff to have access to medical records relating to any treatment contemplated or received by 
my child and to provide such information, as necessary, to health insurance carriers. 

WorldStrides cannot be responsible for accommodating any food allergies, requirements or restrictions and Is 
not responsible for any problems associated with the same. All issues with regard to food and drink, including 
allergies, requirements and restrictions are the sole responsibility of the participant. 

In the event of any emergencies during the trip, the undersigned hereby grants authority to be exercised at the discretion 
of the Program Leader or chaperone to dispense over-the-counter medication. 

Date Signature of Parent/Guardian 

Please return this form to - no later than - . 
PLEASE DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM TO WORLDSTRIDES. 



WHY WORLDSTRIDES? 
Trust 
We've been a leader in educational travel for the past 50 years-taking students of all 
ages around the globe and into some of the most important learning adventures of their 
lives. Our teachers, professors, parents, and college administrators give us consistently 
high ratings for our proven safety process and policies. And we back our travelers with 
the best insurance coverage in the business. 

Strength in numbers 
With 50 years of experience, we've taken over 7 million students on educational trips -
over 400,000 students traveled with us last year alone! We partner with more than 
10,000 K-12 schools and 500 colleges and universities, including the top 30 MBA 
programs. 

We're on it. 
When it comes to student travel, we've seen it all (and handled it all). We'll 
carefully manage every detail of your trip with efficiency and diplomacy-whether you're 
going to Washington D.C. or southern Africa! 

We've got your back 
Our Tour Central office gives you "always there" support-24/7-and our proven 
contingency plan process gives you peace of mind. We also offer comprehensive 
liability coverage for teachers and schools, and medical coverage for students. 

We've got connections. 
We have long-standing relationships with the best vendors, venues, and transportation 
providers, as well as access to global leaders and innovators in 100+ countries around 
the world. 



World-class service 
We place a top priority on personal attention and thoughtful service as 
a key part of our partnership with you. That means we give you a 
dedicated team to handle all your trip details, from start to finish. It 
also means we make your trip planning easy with our proven 
strategies and support for signing up students and getting your trip off 
the ground The main thing you have to do is relax and enjoy the ride! 

A well-oiled machine 
Our customers give us rave reviews for our top-notch trip planning We handle every 
detail for you, with particular focus on safety and security. 

We make promotion simple. 
Our classroom-ready trip promotion tools give teachers all they'll need to publicize their 
trip and make it happen-free and simple. 

Smooth sailing 
Our trips run like clockwork because we actively support you during your experience, 
from flight arrangements to hotel amenities to our expert tour leaders-even visas when 
needed. 

Worry-free payment options 
Our online payment portal for many of our programs gives lots of options and makes it 
easy and convenient to pay for travel. 

Quality with a purpose 
We focus relentlessly on the details that make the biggest difference-superior 
educational content, logistics, where you stay, what you have for dinner, how easy we 
are to work with-both before and during your trip. We make quality our top priority, so 
you and your group can sit back and let this travel experience become the best one of 
your lives. 



VIP access 
From unique performance opportunities to visits with experts in the field, our established 
connections open the doors for your students in mind-expanding ways. 

Travel with your taste buds. 
We carefully select where our travelers dine, making sure it's authentic local cuisine, 
served in local restaurants. 

In the heart of the action 
Centrally located hotels in our international destinations free up extra hours for 
spontaneous exploration and fun. 

Rock star tour guides 
Our certified on-tour leaders speak the local language, have encyclopedic knowledge, 
and thrive on making the journey fun. They're also pros at tuning their content to the 
right education level. 

Educational excellence 
We believe it's not just the exposure to new places that changes students' lives, but also 
the kind of experience they have during that exposure. That's why we work with you to 
build program content that meets your travel/learning goals. We also embed interactive 
learning activities into each tour, so students genuinely connect with their experiences 
and retain them. Through our school accreditation, we offer free credit for students and 
professional development for teachers. 

We're accredited like a school 
WorldStrides has a dedicated Curriculum and Academics department, and we're 
officially accredited by educational bodies across North America. We offer academic 
credit to student travelers and professional development for educators. 

We find the perfect balance. 
Our itineraries are designed to ensure each travel program is aligned with your 
curriculum and balances learning with enjoyment, fun, and relaxation. 



Free credit for the taking 
Through our Discovery for Credit program, we're extremely proud to offer our student 
travelers free high school credit. We even offer high school students three free college 
preparatory credits on most of our international travel programs. This type of credential 
offers students a competitive advantage on college applications. Click here to learn 
more. 

By educators for educators 
We educate students through authentic travel encounters with the world beyond the 
classroom. For all ages and interests, our experiential content meets students where 
they are on their educational journey. Our powerful, trademarked learning tool (LEAP.) 
helps us bring this mission to life. 

Priorities 
How do you put your finger on a company's essence? It's DNA? At WorldStrides we're 
so much more than a student travel company. In fact, you might say that we are 
passionately by, for, and about empowering students to grow and change. To explore 
every corner of the world and their personal reflections so they can become all they can 
be. Educational travel?-Yes. Dream makers?-Absolutely 

Our Mission 
WorldStrides' mission is to ignite personal growth for students through travel and study 
abroad at every stage of development 

Our Vision 
To be the superior choice in educational travel for teachers, administrators, students 
and parents. 



Safety and Security 

Your safety is our top priority 

When you travel with WorldStrides, you can rest assured knowing that we have taken 
every precaution to ensure the safety of your group. With more than 50 years 
experience, we've literally seen it all and have designed our programs to match the age 
and stage of life for all of our students. Our resources are deep and we're ready to 
troubleshoot any situation. This painstaking work behind the scenes lets educators and 
students focus on what's most important-learning and enjoying the experience at 
hand! 

An arsenal of emergency support 

Here's what really sets WorldStrides apart. Ask anyone who's had an unexpected 
emergency while traveling with us and they'll tell you - we have your back every day, 
every hour ... 24/7, no matter what! 

• Tour Central: Our safety and security command center! This office is staffed 24/7 by 
WorldStrides employees who are specially trained to handle any situation-no matter 
how big or how small. 

• Doctors on Call: Here's a precaution we hope you never have to use! It's our 
exclusive partnership with the George Washington University Department of 
Emergency Medicine. Your group will have access to doctors for phone consultations 
should the need arise. And for groups traveling to Washington D.C., with this 
partnership, a doctor will even make a house call to your group. 

• Adult Supervision: We'll provide supervision that's perfectly tuned to your groups 
needs. For younger travelers, that's 24/7 support, including Night Chaperones who'll 
watch the hallway at your hotel. For older students, we'll be there to recommend a 
coffee shop or spring into action in an emergency - whatever you need, we're there. 

It's all in the planning 

Our 50-year safety record is unmatched in the world of educational travel. We use our 
experience to plan for every contingency, and we have partnerships that help us make 
sure we're ready for whatever the world hands out. 

• Dedicated in-house team: Our Safety and Health Department is solely focused on the 
job of keeping our students safe, and is ready to spring into action with plans for 
situations large and small. 

• Partnerships: We work closely with organizations like iJet and OSAC to stay up-to-the­
minute on world events, and we can work with those partners to respond in a serious 
situation. Dr. Sikka, Chief of Innovative Practice at the George Washington University 



Department of Medicine, is part of our team as Medical Director. And we have worked 
for many decades with the same reliable partners; our airlines, our hotel networks, and 
our overseas and domestic vendors are vetted and typically very experienced in 
working with our team. 

.. Worldwide network: We have more than 45 operation centers worldwide to further 
enhance our safety capabilities. Our local staff and local partnerships help to get real­
time information that's key to our planning and response. 

• Insurance: We set the standards for medical, evacuation, and liability insurance with 
support that provides an extra layer of coverage for our travelers, our program leaders, 
and the schools with which we partner. 

Emergency Contact Numbers 

Our Tour Central offices is available 24 hours a day to alert us about an emergency or 
to find out more information about an emergency with a current traveling program. 
Please call these numbers only in regard to an emergency on a program that is 
currently traveling. 

D.C. Tour Central Headquarters 

1-800-999-4542 

D.C. (if calling internationally) 

1-703-933-6143 

New York City Tour Central Office 

1-800-727-8692 



EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 

ur Educational Mission 
Educators are becoming increasingly mindful of the role that hands-on learning and 
experiential opportunities play in knowledge acquisition. We see this philosophical shift 
in the way schools, administrators, teachers, and families look to interdisciplinary 
options, project-based learning, international exposure, and other endeavors beyond 
classroom walls to complete the educational experience. 

Today's students engage in a world of advancing complexity. Our mission and vision 
support these students in preparing for that challenge. We seek to stimulate thinking, 
challenge complacency, inspire creativity, and nurture stewardship. 

-
Wendy W Amato, Ph.D., Chief Academic Officer 

Our Accrediting Bodies 

In 1996, WorldStrides became the first student travel company to be accredited as an 
actual school. This means that we're accredited by the same regional and national 
accrediting bodies (see below) as your school-and that we're held to the same strict 
academic standards as schools all across the country. 

• AdvancED 
The parent organization for the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation 
and School Improvement, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council 
on Accreditation and School Improvement, and the Northwest Accreditation 
Commission. 

• Western Assoc;ati.9JJ_of SchgQJ_s and Colleges 
A world-renowned independent accrediting association working with schools primarily in 
the western United States, including the California Department of Education. 

• Middle States Association of Colle ·es and Schools 
One of six accrediting bodies in the country, working primarily in Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Washington D.C. Click here to provide 
feedback to MSA on WorldStrides's ability to meet Standards for Accreditation. 

This commitment to education is evident in every facet of our business-course leaders 
are specially trained in the LEAP philosoph i/, and make learning moments come to life 



throughout all our programs. Students are empowered with Discovery Journals prior to 
their trip-these journals are great tools for students to use before, duringl and after 
their travels to help cement the learning. Teachers receive countless opportunities to 
enhance their in-the-classroom teaching through educational webinars and other 
teaching tools. 

Most importantly, our commitment to education makes it possible for us to offer 
our Discove y for Credit program. Through this WorldStrides exclusive, we can offer 
high school academic credit to students and continuing education credit to teachers. 
And through our partnership with the University of California - San Diego Extension 1 we 
are able to offer high school students traveling on our Perspectives programs three free 
college preparatory credits. 

LEAP: Learning through Exploration and Active 
Participation 
WorldStrides approach to learning sets us apart! We believe that it's not just about 
seeing amazing destinations, but instead getting students and teachers interacting with 
the people, the culture, and the actual places these incredible locations have to 
offer. We call this interactive focus LEAP-Learning through Exploration and Active 
Participation. 

The academic basis for LEAP is based on Howard Gardener's theory of multiple 
intelligences, the philosophy of constructivism, and the synthesis of the transmission, 
transaction, and transformational approaches to learning. 

LEAP is designed so your students: 

• Are engaged and active learners. 
• Are challenged to think critically. 
• Grow personally and intellectually. 

LEAP is the entire relationship between each student, the places they encounter, and 
their Tour Directors acting as a cultural mediator, not just a series of activities. Course 
Leaders and Tour Directors have developed their exceptional leadership and 
educational skills as a result of extensive LEAP training, which includes cultivating an 
understanding of how all students - and all people - learn. 

Students learn best when they are engaged and challenged, and, in any group, a wide 
variety of learning styles and social skills will be represented, each deserving an 
opportunity to shine. LEAP was designed specifically to replace the old-fashioned 
lecturing style of traditional tour guides, with a dynamic, inclusive, and constructivist 
approach ... and is just one of the many things that sets World Strides apart from other 
travel provider. 



Education 

Earning Academic Credit 

Students can register for coursework before, during, or after the travel portion of the program. 
Most assignments are designed to be completed after travel, since they ask that students 
incorporate much of what they learned during the field experience. We encourage students to 
log on before travel, if time permits, to get a feel for the course and explore its components. 
Students have six months from the return date of travel to complete all online assignments. 

Upon successful completion of both the travel program and the paired online coursework, 
students will receive an official transcript mailed directly to their home address. Transcripts can 
be submitted to school registrars for consideration or attached separately to college applications 
or resumes. Students and educators should check with receiving institutions with regard to 
credit transfer policies. Since WorldStrides is accredited by several bodies, our credits are widely 
accepted by schools across the country as elective credit. 

High School Credit 

Students in grades 6-12 at the time of travel on WorldStrides programs are eligible to 
participate for high school credit at no additional cost and with no fees. Courses differ 
according to content, theme, destination, and length. For in-depth descriptions of courses 
applicable to your program and to register, visit ~~ncademic-
~-

College Preparatory Credit 

Students in grades 9-12 at the time of travel on WorldStrides programs are eligible to 
participate for college preparatory credit in conjunction with our university partnership with The 
University of California, San Diego-Extension. Some travel programs include the opportunity to 
take college preparatory credit at no additional cost. If not included, the cost is $159 for a 1.0 
credit course or $299 for a 3.0 credit course. Courses differ according to content, theme, 
destination, and length. For in-depth descriptions of courses applicable to your program and to 
register, visit rl itL. 



Accreditation 

In 1996, WorldStrides became the first student travel company to be accredited as a school. We 
are currently accredited by three national organizations: AdvancED, Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges, and Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. 

This means that we're accredited by the same regional and national accrediting bodies as your 
school-and that we're held to the same strict academic standards as schools all across the 
country. Our accreditation enables us to offer academic credit and professional development. 

AdvancED 

The parent organization for the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation 
and School Improvement, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on 
Accreditation and School Improvement, and the Northwest Accreditation Commission. 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

A world-renowned independent accrediting association working with schools primarily in 
the western United States, including the California Department of Education. 

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 

One of six accrediting bodies in the country, working primarily in Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Washington D.C. 


