Stanwood! Camano

* 4 *  School District

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FROM: STEVE LIDGARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ~ BUSINESS SERVICES <A
SUBJECT: SOLICITING STUDENTS FOR FIELD TRIP TO ALASKA
DATE: FEBRUARY 18, 2020
TYPE: ACTION NEEDED

Iohn Swanson, Mathematics teacher at Stanwood High School, is requesting Board approval to solicit
Stanwood High School students to participate in a STEM based educational trip to Alaska through World
Strides in June 2021.

This is a non-district sponsored educational trip. Mr. Swanson, students or employees that participate
will not be representatives of the school of district.

Recommendation: We recommend the board approve John Swanson’s request to solicit students to
participate in the World Strides STEM based Field Trip to Alaska in June 2021.




RECEIVED

February 10", 2020

To: Stanwood-Camano School District School Board FEB 1 62920
From: John Swanson, Stanwood High School STANWOOD-CAMANO
Dear Board Members, SCHOOL DISTRICT

I am requesting permission to solicit students for an upcoming trip. | would be leading the fourth STEM based trip from
Stanwood High School next summer. This trip would be to Alaska and would occur at the end of June 2021. While there
we would learn directly about animal biclogy, glaciers and their surrounding ecosystem, whales and other marine life,
earthquakes, and a variety of other STEM topics. In addition to that, we would learn about Alaskan history and culture.

| have always believed that travel impacts students’ growth and learning, but | was shocked to see the statistics and how
much of an impact travel really does have. This would be our fourth STEM based trip, the second to Alaska, and my plan
is to continue to develop it into a tradition so that the experiences can be shared with many Stanwood students over the
years.

This would be my second trip to Alaska with students, | have taken them on many trips over the years. | have been
leading the annual trip to the University of Washington for the past 10 or so years for Math Day. As a wrestling coach |
have taken students to tournaments and camps for the past 13 years. | have previously travelled with students to both
lceland and Alaska. This summer [ am taking another group internationally to Iceland.

t would like to be able to tell students and parents about the trip and the benefits of travel. This would include talking to
the students outside of class time, putting up a couple posters, sharing printed information ahout the trip, and holding
some informational parent meetings in my classroom outside of the school day.

Overview of Details
I have included some papers with information pertaining to our trip.

[ An initial letter that will go home to parents giving details about the trip and in informational parent
meeting. This includes a sample itinerary, the trip dates (6/22/21-6/27/21), the cost for each student and
adult, information on financial aid, and registration information. Also included is a flyer to families briefly
describing the trip, the tour company, and some statistics on the impact of travel.

. Student Rules and Regulations Personal Behavior Contract and Emergency Medical Release. This is the
behavior contract that the tour company uses.

1. information about the tour company, World Strides. This company offers educational trips for many
subjects both internationally and domestically. They are a full-service agency that will make our travel
arrangements, lodging and meals, scheduled tours and transportation in Alaska, will provide us with a
course leader, and provides the insurance, emergency support, and educational materials. World Strides
has been in business for over 50 years and was founded by a teacher who took his middle school class to
Washington, DC and thought that there should be an easier way for teachers to make educational trips with
their students. They have an exemplary record and an amazing reputation. To my knowledge, this is the
second time that Stanwood School District is using World Strides, so | have included some information about
the company taken from their website.

a. Why World Strides? This is an overview of the company and the services that they offer.

b. Safety and Security. This gives some of the safety and security resources that they offer.

¢. Educational Excellence. This details their focus on education, talks about their LEAP method, and gives
their accrediting bodies.

d. Academic Credit. This outlines the process that the students can receive credit through the trip and on-
line coursework following the trip. Also include are the course descriptions for the credit opportunities
for this particular trip.



v, Trip Finances and school district responsibility.
This trip is being financed by the students who are going, their families, and fundraising efforts. The
students are responsible for any extra spending money that they want to bring with them and any other
expenses incurred during the trip. The district will not be responsible for any of the finances for the trip.
The travelers have medical coverage of their own and that provided through World Strides. We have our
own travel arrangements to and from the airport. The trip is during the summer, so there will be not costs
for class coverage or anything else that would be needed if it were during schoal.

Again, I am very excited about this trip and sharing this experience with more students. More than that, | am excited to
work to make trips like this a part of the STEM educational experience that Stanwood High School can offer to our
students.

Thank you for all the support that you offer to the students of our community.

John Swanson
Teacher
Stanwood High School



























Student Rules and Regulations
Personal Behavior Contract

The WorldStrides tour you have elected to attend offers many unique opportunities and experiences, Beyond the educational benefits, the tour offers
oppartunities to form new friendships and to meet the chalienges of independence.

We at WorldStrides promote a tour atmosphere where chaperones and students support one another with genuine respect. As a student participant,
it is your responsibility to help make the tour a positive and enjoyable experience for yourself, feliow students, and chaperones. All participants are
expected to demonstrate high standards of conduct and to accept personal responsibility and consequences for their actions, You are expected to

exhibit honesty, courteousness and consideration toward others. This includes those in your group, as well as anyone else with whom you may
come in contact, such as Motorcoach Drivers, guides and restaurant and hotel staff,

Our goal at WorldStrides is to make this trip an educational, safe, and enjoyable expetience for everyone. We require your cooperation and
commitment to the following behavior standards to help us meet this goal.

We expect the student/participant to obey the following rules of behavior:

+ The student is to follow the directions and the rules and regulations established by the chaperones both prior to and during
the tour.

<+ The student shall not be involved in any way with smoking, alcohol, iflegal drugs, vandalism, theft, or any other type of
behavior that is judged by the chaperones to be detrimental to the health, well-being, safety, or reputation of him/herseif or
anyone else in the group including the chaperones or WorldStrides.

«% The student shall comply with alf rules and regulations of the various governmental and vendor agencies (such as airlines,
hotels, motorcoach companies, etc.).

“» The student shali remain with the group at all times unless, and only if and when, the chaperones specifically allow you free
time.

< The student shall follow the directions of the Program Leader, chaperones, and WorldStrides staff.

+» The use of hotel facilities carries with it the responsibility of leaving them in the same conditions in which they were found.
The student is responsible for any damage.

+ Quiet hours at the hotel will be observed from 10:00 p.m. until 6:00 am. At 10:30 p.m. students must be in their own rooms,
Students must remain quietly in their rooms until awakened by chaperones.

+% The student may never leave the hotel unless accompanied by a chaperone.
% The student must sleep in his/her assigned hotel room each night.
*» Good common sense, respect and consideration for others and their property should be practiced daily.

if the student should violate any of these rules, he/she may be sent home at the sole discretion of the chaperones. In such cases, the
parent/guardian will be contacted and the student sent home at the parent’s expense.

Student Contract

I have read, and | understand the behavior rules and regulations of WorldStrides. | agree to comply with all of these rules and regutations.
Student signature Date

Parent Contract

I have read, and | understand and support the rules and regulations of the WorldStrides tour. | represent that my child or ward has read the rules and
regulations and has agreed to comply with all of them. It is understood that the signature on this behavior contract of one parent or guardian implies
the consent of the other.

Parent signature Date

PLEASE DO NOT SEND TO WORLDSTRIDES. RETURN TO YOUR PROGRAM LEADER.



WorldStrides’

Emergency Medical Release

THIS FORM SHOULD BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO YOUR TEACHER

Participant's Name Birthdate

Street Address City State Zip
EMERGENCY INFORMATION

Father's Name Home Phone { ) Bus Phone { )

Cell Phone ( }

Mother's Name Home Phone { } Bus Phone ( )

Cell Phone ( )

Allergies Last Tetanus

Other medical conditions

Medication being used (include dosage/frequency)

Present state of health

Family Physician Phone ( )
Medical/Hospital Insurance Company Phone ( )
Policy Holder's Name Policy Number

AUTHORIZATION FOR TREATMENT OF MINOR

I, the undersigned, understand and acknowledge that every effort will be made to contact the parents in case of
an emergency, and, if possible, before any medical treatment is administered. In the event of an emergency or if the
parents cannot be notified, | hereby give permission to the Program Leader or the WoridStrides staff to secure proper
treatment for my child. If necessary, this includes selection of physicians and medical treatment facility who are then
authorized to perform such medical treatments as deemed necessary to protect the heaith of my child. | further give my
permission for WorldStrides staff to have access to medical records relating to any treatment contemplated or received by
my child and to provide such information, as necessary, to heaith insurance carriers.

WorldStrides cannot be responsible for accommodating any food allergies, requirements or restrictions and is
not responsible for any problems associated with the same. All issues with regard to food and drink, including
aliergies, requirements and restrictions are the sole responsibiiity of the participant.

in the event of any emergencies during the trip, the undersigned hereby grants authority to be exercised at the discretion
of the Program Leader or chaperone to dispense over-the-counter medication.

Date Signature of Parent/Guardian

Please return this form to ~ no later than ~,

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM TO WORLDSTRIDES,



WHY WORLDSTRIDES?

Trust

We've been a leader in educational travel for the past 50 years—taking students of all
ages around the globe and into some of the most important learning adventures of their
lives. Our teachers, professors, parents, and college administrators give us consistently
high ratings for our proven safety process and policies. And we back our travelers with
the best insurance coverage in the business.

Strength in numbers

With 50 years of experience, we've taken over 7 million students on educational trips -
over 400,000 students traveled with us last year alone! We partner with more than
10,000 K-12 schools and 500 colleges and universities, including the top 30 MBA
programs.

We’re on it.

When it comes to student travel, we've seen it all (and handled it all). We'll
carefully manage every detail of your trip with efficiency and diplomacy—whether you're
going to Washington D.C. or southern Africa!

We've got your back

Our Tour Central office gives you "always there" support—24/7—and our proven
contingency plan process gives you peace of mind. We also offer comprehensive
liability coverage for teachers and schools, and medical coverage for students.

We've got connections.

We have long-standing relationships with the best vendors, venues, and transportation
providers, as well as access to global leaders and innovators in 100+ countries around
the world.



World-class service

We place a top priority on personal attention and thoughtful service as
a key part of our partnership with you. That means we give you a
dedicated team to handle all your trip details, from start to finish. It
also means we make your trip planning easy with our proven
strategies and support for signing up students and getting your trip off
the ground. The main thing you have to do is relax and enjoy the ride!

A well-oiled machine

Our customers give us rave reviews for our top-notch trip planning. We handle every
detail for you, with particular focus on safety and security.

We make promotion simple.

Our classroom-ready trip promotion tools give teachers all they'll need to publicize their
trip and make it happen—free and simple.

Smooth sailing

Our trips run like clockwork because we actively support you during your experience,
from flight arrangements to hotel amenities to our expert tour leaders—even visas when
needed.

Worry-free payment options

Our online payment portal for many of our programs gives lots of options and makes it
easy and convenient to pay for travel.

Quality with a purpose

We focus relentlessly on the details that make the biggest difference—superior
educational content, logistics, where you stay, what you have for dinner, how easy we
are to work with—both before and during your trip. We make quality our top priority, so
you and your group can sit back and let this travel experience become the best one of
your lives.



VIP access

From unique performance opportunities to visits with experts in the field, our established
connections open the doors for your students in mind-expanding ways.

Travel with your taste buds.

We carefully select where our travelers dine, making sure it's authentic local cuisine,
served in local restaurants.

In the heart of the action

Centrally located hotels in our international destinations free up extra hours for
spontaneous exploration and fun.

Rock star tour guides

Our certified on-tour leaders speak the local language, have encyclopedic knowledge,
and thrive on making the journey fun. They're also pros at tuning their content to the
right education level.

Educational excellence

We believe it's not just the exposure to new places that changes students' lives, but also
the kind of experience they have during that exposure. That's why we work with you to
build program content that meets your travel/learning goals. We also embed interactive
learning activities into each tour, so students genuinely connect with their experiences
and retain them. Through our school accreditation, we offer free credit for students and
professional development for teachers.

We’re accredited like a school

WorldStrides has a dedicated Curriculum and Academics department, and we're
officially accredited by educational bodies across North America. We offer academic
credit to student travelers and professional development for educators.

We find the perfect balance.

Our itineraries are designed to ensure each travel program is aligned with your
curriculum and balances learning with enjoyment, fun, and relaxation.



Free credit for the taking

Through our Discovery for Credit program, we're extremely proud to offer our student
travelers free high school credit. We even offer high school students three free college
preparatory credits on most of our international travel programs. This type of credential
offers students a competitive advantage on college applications. Click here to learn
more.

By educators for educators

We educate students through authentic travel encounters with the world beyond the
classroom. For all ages and interests, our experiential content meets students where
they are on their educational journey. Our powerful, trademarked learning tool (L.E.A.P.)
helps us bring this mission to life.

Priorities

How do you put your finger on a company’s essence? It's DNA? At WorldStrides we're
so much more than a student travel company. In fact, you might say that we are
passionately by, for, and about empowering students to grow and change. To explore
every corner of the world and their personal reflections so they can become all they can
be. Educational travel?—Yes. Dream makers?—Absolutely

Our Mission

WorldStrides’ mission is to ignite personal growth for students through travel and study
abroad at every stage of development.

Our Vision

To be the superior choice in educational travel for teachers, administrators, students
and parents.



Safety and Security

Your safety is our top priority

When you travel with WorldStrides, you can rest assured knowing that we have taken
every precaution to ensure the safety of your group. With more than 50 years
experience, we've literally seen it all and have designed our programs to match the age
and stage of life for all of our students. Our resources are deep and we're ready to
troubleshoot any situation. This painstaking work behind the scenes lets educators and
students focus on what's most important—Ilearning and enjoying the experience at
hand!

An arsenal of emergency support

Here's what really sets WorldStrides apart. Ask anyone who's had an unexpected
emergency while traveling with us and they’ll tell you — we have your back every day,
every hour...24/7, no matter what!

Tour Central: Our safety and security command center! This office is staffed 24/7 by
WorldStrides employees who are specially trained to handle any situation—no matter
how big or how small.

Doctors on Call: Here’s a precaution we hope you never have to use! It's our
exclusive partnership with the George Washington University Department of
Emergency Medicine. Your group will have access to doctors for phone consultations
should the need arise. And for groups traveling to Washington D.C., with this
partnership, a doctor will even make a house call to your group.

Adult Supervision: We'll provide supervision that's perfectly tuned to your groups
needs. For younger travelers, that's 24/7 support, including Night Chaperones who'll
watch the hallway at your hotel. For older students, we’ll be there to recommend a
coffee shop or spring into action in an emergency — whatever you need, we're there.

It’s all in the planning

Our 50-year safety record is unmatched in the world of educational travel. We use our
experience to plan for every contingency, and we have partnerships that help us make
sure we're ready for whatever the world hands out.

Dedicated in-house team: Our Safety and Health Department is solely focused on the
job of keeping our students safe, and is ready to spring into action with plans for
situations large and small.

Partnerships: We work closely with organizations like iJet and OSAC to stay up-to-the-
minute on world events, and we can work with those partners to respond in a serious
situation. Dr. Sikka, Chief of Innovative Practice at the George Washington University



Department of Medicine, is part of our team as Medical Director. And we have worked
for many decades with the same reliable partners; our airlines, our hotel networks, and
our overseas and domestic vendors are vetted and typically very experienced in

working with our team.
Worldwide network: We have more than 45 operation centers worldwide to further

enhance our safety capabilities. Our local staff and local partnerships help to get real-
time information that’'s key to our planning and response.

Insurance: We set the standards for medical, evacuation, and liability insurance with
support that provides an extra layer of coverage for our travelers, our program leaders,
and the schools with which we partner.

Emergency Contact Numbers

Our Tour Central offices is available 24 hours a day to alert us about an emergency or
to find out more information about an emergency with a current traveling program.
Please call these numbers only in regard to an emergency on a program that is
currently traveling.

D.C. Tour Central Headquarters
1-800-999-4542
D.C. (if calling internationally)
1-703-933-6143
New York City Tour Central Office
1-800-727-8692




EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

Our Educational Mission

Educators are becoming increasingly mindful of the role that hands-on learning and
experiential opportunities play in knowledge acquisition. We see this philosophical shift
in the way schools, administrators, teachers, and families look to interdisciplinary
options, project-based learning, international exposure, and other endeavors beyond
classroom walls to complete the educational experience.

Today's students engage in a world of advancing complexity. Our mission and vision
support these students in preparing for that challenge. We seek to stimulate thinking,
challenge complacency, inspire creativity, and nurture stewardship.

Wendy W. Amato, Ph.D., Chief Academic Officer
Our Accrediting Bodies

In 1996, WorldStrides became the first student travel company to be accredited as an
actual school. This means that we're accredited by the same regional and national
accrediting bodies (see below) as your schocl—and that we're held to the same strict
academic standards as schools all across the country.

The parent organization for the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation
and School Improvement, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council
on Accreditation and School Improvement, and the Northwest Accreditation
Commission.

Western Association of Schools and Colleges

A world-renowned independent accrediting association working with schools primarily in
the western United States, including the California Department of Education.

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

One of six accrediting bodies in the country, working primarily in Maryland, New Jersey,

feedback to MSA on WorldStrides’s ability to meet Standards for Accreditation.

This commitment to education is evident in every facet of our business—course leaders
are specially trained in the LEAP philosophy, and make learning moments come to life




throughout all our programs. Students are empowered with Discovery Journals prior to
their trip—these journals are great tools for students to use before, during, and after
their travels to help cement the learning. Teachers receive countless opportunities to
enhance their in-the-classroom teaching through educational webinars and other
teaching tools.

Most importantly, our commitment to education makes it possible for us to offer

our Discovery for Credit program. Through this WorldStrides exclusive, we can offer
high school academic credit to students and continuing education credit to teachers.
And through our partnership with the University of California — San Diego Extension, we
are able to offer high school students traveling on our Perspectives programs three free
college preparatory credits.

LEAP: Learning through Exploration and Active
Participation

WorldStrides approach to learning sets us apart! We believe that it's not just about
seeing amazing destinations, but instead getting students and teachers interacting with
the people, the culture, and the actual places these incredible locations have to

offer. We call this interactive focus LEAP—Learning through Exploration and Active
Participation.

The academic basis for LEAP is based on Howard Gardener’s theory of multiple
intelligences, the philosophy of constructivism, and the synthesis of the transmission,
transaction, and transformational approaches to learning.

LEAP is designed so your students:

Are engaged and active learners.
Are challenged to think critically.
Grow personally and intellectually.

LEAP is the entire relationship between each student, the places they encounter, and
their Tour Directors acting as a cultural mediator, not just a series of activities. Course
Leaders and Tour Directors have developed their exceptional leadership and
educational skills as a result of extensive LEAP training, which includes cultivating an
understanding of how all students — and all people — learn.

Students learn best when they are engaged and chailenged, and, in any group, a wide
variety of learning styles and social skills will be represented, each deserving an
opportunity to shine. LEAP was designed specifically to replace the old-fashioned
lecturing style of traditional tour guides, with a dynamic, inclusive, and constructivist
approach...and is just one of the many things that sets WorldStrides apart from other
travel provider.



Earning Academic Credit

Students can register for coursework before, during, or after the travel portion of the program.
Most assignments are designed to be completed after travel, since they ask that students
incorporate much of what they learned during the field experience. We encourage students to
log on before travel, if time permits, to get a feel for the course and explore its components.
Students have six months from the return date of travel to complete all online assignments.

Upon successful completion of both the travel program and the paired online coursework,
students will receive an official transcript mailed directly to their home address. Transcripts can
be submitted to school registrars for consideration or attached separately to college applications
or résumés. Students and educators should check with receiving institutions with regard to
credit transfer policies. Since WorldStrides is accredited by several bodies, our credits are widely
accepted by schools across the country as elective credit.

High School Credit

Students in grades 6-12 at the time of travel on WorldStrides programs are eligible to
participate for high school credit at no additional cost and with no fees. Courses differ
according to content, theme, destination, and length. For in-depth descriptions of courses
applicable to your program and to register, visit https:/ /worldstrides.com/academic-
credit/.

College Preparatory Credit

Students in grades 9-12 at the time of travel on WorldStrides programs are eligible to
participate for college preparatory credit in conjunction with our university partnership with The
University of California, San Diego-Extension. Some travel programs include the opportunity to
take college preparatory credit at no additional cost. If not included, the cost is $159 for a 1.0
credit course or $299 for a 3.0 credit course. Courses differ according to content, theme,
destination, and length. For in-depth descriptions of courses applicable to your program and to
register, visit https:/ /worldstrides.com/academic-credit/.




Accreditation

In 1996, WorldStrides became the first student travel company to be accredited as a school. We
are currently accredited by three national organizations: AdvancED, Western Association of
Schools and Colleges, and Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

This means that we're accredited by the same regional and national accrediting bodies as your
school—and that we're held to the same strict academic standards as schools all across the
country. Our accreditation enables us to offer academic credit and professional development.

AdvancgD

The parent organization for the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation
and School Improvement, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on
Accreditation and School Improvement, and the Northwest Accreditation Commission.

Western Association of Schools and Colleges

A world-renowned independent accrediting association working with schools primarily in
the western United States, including the California Department of Education.

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

One of six accrediting bodies in the country, working primarily in Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Washington D.C.



