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     As the 2015-16 school year draws to a close, 

I would like to thank everyone who has made 

our centennial year one to remember!  I would     

especially like to thank our Centennial         

committee which planned the gala; the high 

school student council for organizing and    

planning the biggest and best Homecoming    

parade, the Rider Pride Day Committee and the 

ñFriends of Caesar Rodneyò for their help and 

support in the 

passage of our 

referendum.  

 

  This has truly 

been a year in 

which our    

community has 

joined together 

to celebrate our 

past, present and future.  Speaking of the future, 

I hope you enjoy the wonderful pictures of our 

Charlton, McIlvaine, Welch and Caesar Rodney 

High School graduation ceremonies found in 

this issue!   These photographs were taken by 

our new Community Relations Specialist Dave 

Chambers.   Dave has joined us after serving ten 

years as the photographer for the Delaware State 

News.  He is replacing Ron Gough, who after 

five and a half years at Caesar Rodney and        

another twenty at DEMA and DOE has decided 

to retire. Ronôs work on the centennial was a 

true labor of love. Dave certainly has big shoes 

to fill!     

 

  I want to thank the parents, students, teachers 

and staff members for making this a year to    

remember and I want to apologize to the senior 

class for only one snow day and one fog delay! 

 

Have a wonderful Summer!   

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald  

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 

Message From the Superintendent 
 The CR Report is a publication created          

exclusively for the Caesar Rodney community.  

For questions or comments, please contact  

Community Relations Specialist  

Dave Chambers at:   

david.chambers@cr.k12.de.us.  

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Visit Facebook and LIKE ñCaesar 

Rodney School Districtò for all the 

latest information on ALL our 

schools!   
 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 

Visit Twitter and FOLLOW        

ñCaesarRodneySDò for all the 

latest information on ALL our 

schools!   

Whatôs Happening? 
 

Board Meetings  
July 19: District Office 7:00 p.m.  

Aug 16: District Office 7:00 p.m. 
 

Special Events:  
July 27: Charlton Summer Session Last Student Day 

August 1: 9th Grade Success Academy starts 

August 4: 9th Grade Success Academy ends 

August 29: Students First Day of School 

 

Farewell, Ron! 
Caesar Rodney School District  
Community Relations Specialist  
Ron Gough has retired after many 
years of service. His last day was  
May 31st and his tireless dedication 
will be missed throughout the district.  

Welcome, Dave! 
Former Delaware State News  
award-winning photojournalist  
Dave Chambers is Mr. Goughôs  
replacement as the new Community 
Relations Specialist for the district   
and this is his first issue as editor of 

The CR Report.   



Simpson 5th Grader Wins  

NASCAR Pace Car Design 

Contest  

  Sabrina Marelli, a fifth-grader at W.B.   

Simpson Elementary School, got a real    

surprise in April when she learned her      

artistic design for the Dover International 

Speedway pace car was chosen over more 

than 500 submissions statewide.  

   

      

        

The pace car, driven by 2015 NASCAR 

Camping World Truck Series champion Erik 

Jones, pulled up behind Sabrina's school to 

show off her winning design in front of the 

entire fourth and fifth grade classes. 

  Part of Sabrina's prize for the winning    

design included being on stage for the       

pre-race show during the May 14th race. 

Melissa Rapp Named  

Teacher of the Year 

  Melissa Rapp, a ninth grade social studies teacher at  

Caesar Rodney High School, has been chosen as Caesar 

Rodney School District's Teacher of the Year for         

2016-2017.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

ñMelissa is an excellent example of a quality teacher, not 

only at Caesar Rodney High School but throughout the 

school district," said District Superintendent Dr. Kevin 

Fitzgerald. "Her dedication to her students and to the   

community has helped make Caesar Rodney High School 

a very special place." 

   Melissa will now go on to compete against 18 other 

school district Teacher of the Year nominees for the honor 

of becoming Delaware's 2017 Teacher of the Year. 

CR Superintendent Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, CR Teacher of the Year 

Melissa Rapp and CRHS principal Dr. Sherry Kijowski 

W.B. Simpson fifth-grade student Sabrina Marelli 

and NASCAR driver Erik Jones  



 

   

Twelve Graduate From Charlton School 

Twelve students from John S. Charlton School 

were awarded their graduation certificates May 

20th in front of a packed gymnasium full of 

friends and family with 2004 CRHS graduate   

Kagen Nuss, who is blind, gave an inspiring   

keynote speech about overcoming obstacles and 

fighting through adversity. 

CRHS Honor Cord Ceremony 

The graduates included: Leanna Marie Brittain, Brandyn Christian 

Bryant-Davis, Joseph Ian Deguzman, Brian Matthew Eskridge,  

Jon Francisco Kika Gadaingan, Amanda Marie Jennings,  

Todd Nicholas Johnson, Michael Anthony Langhorn, Jr.,             

Jillian Laura Mathews, Natalie Elizebeth Schultz,  

Shane Dickerson Vari and Michael Anthony Wyatt  

Almost 100 graduating members of the CRHS National Honor Society  

(NHS) were awarded their honor cords May 16th during a ceremony  

featuring Caesar Rodney School District Teacher of the Year Melissa 

Rapp as the keynote speaker. Each spring, the Board of Education, district 

superintendent and the CRHS principal recognize each graduating     

member of the NHS who has maintained an ñAò grade point average and 

upholds the NHS tenets of Scholarship, Character, Service and          

Leadership. The Honor Cord, worn at commencement over the           

graduation gown, is a visible recognition of each seniorôs achievements.   



 

CR Celebrates 100 Years with         

Centennial Gala  
   

Caesar Rodney School District celebrated 100 years of educational excellence May 14th with a  

Centennial Gala held in the Rollins Center at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino.   Approximately  

750 Riders, past and present, attended the function and enjoyed an evening of festive fun with 

CRHS grad Mike Hines (ó82) providing the musical entertainment. 

 

  Community Relations Specialist Ron Gough worked with a special centennial committee that held      

several successful fundraisers over the course of the 2015-2016 school year, including an alumni 

dance and selling holiday ornaments, centennial pins & special centennial Caesar Rodney School 

District Delaware license plates,  to pay for the event.   (Photos courtesy of Delaware State News) 

 

GO RIDERS!!! 

    CRHS art teacher Rob Sample was commissioned 

by the centennial committee to paint an exclusive    

portrait of Delawareôs colonial hero Caesar Rodney 

which was auctioned off at the Centennial Gala held on 

May 14th at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino. 

 

  The winning bid of $1800 was made by former CRHS 

drivers education teacher Arthur Cahall.  ñMy wife and 

I plan to will the painting back to the Caesar Rodney 

School District.ò said Mr. Cahall.     

CRHS Art Teacherôs Painting of Caesar Rodney 

Auctioned off at Gala   

100 Years of Educational Excellence!  



 

485 ñLittle Ridersò Graduate from McIlvaine Kindergarten

485 kindergarten students (Class of 2028) graduated from McIlvaine Early Childhood Center on June 1st  

during three separate ceremonies held at CRHS with MECC principal Brook Castillo as emcee.  


