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  With weather more like spring, to say this has been a unique 

winter would be an understatement!  This has truly been a 

remarkable winter for the Caesar Rodney School District. 

 

   Let me start off by saying how proud I am of Caesar     

Rodney High School students Julie Dumont, Aiden Wilson. 

These two seniors, both members of our ROTC program, 

were directly responsible for saving the life of a stranger they 

found on the side of the road.  As a result of their heroic     

behavior, they were both awarded the ROTCôs silver medal 

of valor.  Then thereôs Zoe Scott, a CRHS sophomore, who 

overcame a debilitating 

illness to help lead the 

girls basketball team to 

a 19-1 record and 

Henlopen Conference 

Championship.   Zoe 

was recognized by the 

Delaware Sport Writers 

and  Broadcasters with 

the Buddy Hurlock  

Unsung Hero award.   

Kudos to the members 

of Allen Frear Elementary Schoolôs Girls on the Run for  

raising $2,475 for fellow classmate Chloe Sharp, who is    

battling cancer and to the entire student body of Fred Fifer 

Middle School for the way in which they paid tribute to a 

fallen American hero, SSG John Perry.  All of these students 

just make you feel proud and hopeful for the future.  
 

   Congratulations to the students and staff of both Nellie 

Hughes Stokes and W. Reily Brown Elementary Schools. 

Both schools were named 2017 Delaware Rewards and 

Recognition Schools.  This was Stokes fourth such         

recognition, while Brown was a first time winner!  Another 

award winner was Posthlewait Middle Schoolôs Sherri Bole, 

who was named Delawareôs 2017 Geography Teacher of the 

Year! 
 

   Speaking of teachers, the Curriculum and Instruction      

Division once against put together a fantastic Teachers 

Teaching Teacherôs Expo!  This was an opportunity for  

teachers to highlight and share instructional strategies and 

new ways of using technology in the classroom.  At the Expo, 

I shared what an educational leader in the state said ñWhen 

Caesar Rodney leads others follow.ò  When I look at the great 

work taking place throughout our district and the amazing 

things that our students are accomplishing whether in our 

classrooms, on our athletic fields or in our community itôs 

impossible to feel anything but Rider Pride! 

 

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 

Message From the Superintendent 
 The CR Report is a publication created          

exclusively for the Caesar Rodney community.  

For questions or comments, please contact  

Community Relations Specialist  

Dave Chambers at:   

david.chambers@cr.k12.de.us  

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Visit Facebook and LIKE ñCaesar 

Rodney School Districtò for all the 

latest information and photo  

galleries from ALL our schools!   
 

Follow us on Twitter! 
 

Visit Twitter and FOLLOW        

ñCaesarRodneyRidersò for all the 

latest information on ALL our 

schools!   
 

Follow us on Instagram! 
Visit Instagram and FOLLOW        

ñCaesarRodneyRidersò for all the 

latest cool photos from ALL our 

schools!   

Whatôs Happening? 
 

Board of Education Meetings  
March 21 -  CRHS   7pm 

April 11 -  Fifer Middle   7pm 

May 16 -  Postlethwait Middle   7pm  
 

Special Events:  
March 9, 10 & 11 -  ñOklahoma!ò @ CRHS  7pm 

March 20 -  CR Idol   7pm 

April 13 -  Elementary Chorus Festival @ CRHS  1pm 

May 15 -  CRHS Honor Cord Ceremony 

May 20 -  Charlton School Graduation 

June 3 -  CRHS Graduation 
 

School Closings:  
April 14 to April 21 -  Spring Break 

May 29 - Memorial Day  

June 9 -  Student Last Day   

Visit www.crk12.org for info!  



 

  Brown and Stokes Elementary Schools were 

both honored January 11th during the         

Delaware Department of  Education 2016   

Reward and Recognition Schools Celebration 

held at Booker T. Washington Elementary 

School in Dover. 
 

   

  Secretary of Education Steven Godowsky    

honored both Brown and Stokes as 

ñRecognition Schoolsò.  The awards, created 

by legislation passed by the Delaware General 

Assembly in 2009, formerly recognizes 

schools for closing the achievement gap     

and/or showing exceptional growth on state 

tests for two or more consecutive years.   
   

  ñThe source of W. Reily Brownôs pride is the 

beautiful children we are blessed to have enter 

our doors every day.  The recognition of our 

childrenôs efforts,  the staffôs dedication to   

improving their practice, and the communityôs 

support is richly deserved.  The foundation of 

our childrenôsô success is the knowledge that 

they are loved, heard, respected, supported, 

and treasured.ò  said Principal Dr. Susan 

Frampton  
  
  ñIt is such an honor for Nellie Stokes          

Elementary to be named a 2016 Recognition 

School.  Our success here at Stokes is based 

on a team effort and years of tweaking and   

revising whatôs already been working for our 

students.  While it isnôt just one magic thing 

that makes us so successful, our Early Bird 

and Title 1 programs have been instrumental 

in raising the academic achievement of our 

students.ò remarked Principal Nicole Jones   
 

  The Caesar Rodney School District is very 

proud of the students and staff at both schools.    

Brown and Stokes Elementary 
Schools Named as 2016 Delaware  
Dept. of Ed. Recognition Schools 

Principals Susan Frampton and Nicole Jones        

on stage at Booker T. Washington Elementary        

with former Delaware Secretary of Education      

Dr. Steven Godowsky and Delaware Associate  

Secretary of  Education Dr. Amelia Hodges 

RIDER EXCELLENCE! 



 

   The highest honor that a Rider can receive is the ñSpirit Of Caesar Rodney Awardò.      

The award is given to outstanding community volunteers who have had a positive impact 

on an individual student, a classroom, a school or the entire school district; staff members 

who go above and beyond to make the Caesar Rodney School District a special place or 

students who exhibit the qualities that made Caesar Rodney a great Delawarean. 

   In January, the award was presented to Caesar Rodney School District bus driver    

Jacqueline ñJackieò Parton during the CRSD Board of Education meeting at McIlvaine. 

Witty Knitter Bus Driver Parton 

Earns Spirit of CR Award 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 

WHO HAS THE SPIRIT OF 

CR? 
 

Nominations are collected            

year-round for members of the    

Rider Community.   

Applications can be found at 

cr.k12.org. Completed applications 

can be forwarded to the Caesar   

Rodney District Office, 7 Front 

Street, Wyoming, Delaware, 19934, 

Attention: Lisa Rudolph.  

   Ms. Parton crocheted blue and gold winter hats for all 

of her W. B. Simpson Elementary School passengers and 

gave them out on December 15th as holiday gifts on one 

of the coldest days of the year. 
 

    ñWhile CR has many wonderful and caring drivers, 

none are as dedicated as Jackie.  Jackie exemplifies 

what it means to put others first, and that is truly what 

the Spirit of CR award is all about.ò  

      - CRSD Supervisor of Transportation Jason Bonner  
 

   Starting in the summer, Ms. Parton crocheted 58 hats 

in total and gave 43 to her little óRidersô.  The kind      

gesture by Ms. Parton, who has been driving a bus for 

the district for four years, generated an overwhelmingly   

positive response on social media and throughout the 

community.   Her heart-warming generosity and       

kindness is a perfect example of Rider excellence. 

 CR bus driver Jacqueline Parton with the CRSD Board of Education  

and Supervisor of Transportation Jason Bonner, far right  



 

   SSG Perry was killed in action on November 12th by an improvised explosive device 

at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. SSG John Perry was participating in a Veterans Day 

Fun Run at the base when a Taliban suicide bomber, dressed as laborer, had detonated 

himself. 

   SSG Perry's family was literally booed off of an airplane while en route to meet their 

son's remains at Dover AFB and the story made national news. While landing in         

Arizona, the pilot asked everyone to remain seated while a special military family        

de-boarded.  The family was booed by multiple passengers. 

   The students at Fifer Middle would not stand for such treatment of an American hero's 

family and wanted to pay their respects.   Fifer 6th grader Jaxon Kopp wore his Boy 

Scouts of America uniform and stood along the route saluting the entire time.   

   ñI know that soldiers have died for me and my freedom and I wanted to respect that.ò 

said Kopp to WMDT-47 News that day.   

Fifer Middle Students Salute Fallen 

Soldier and Family  
   Approximately 800 Fred Fifer III Middle School students volunteered to stand along 

Camden-Wyoming Avenue the morning of December 13th at 11:10am to salute the      

remains of SSG John Perry and his funeral procession from Dover Air Force Base to    

Arlington Cemetery in Washington D.C. as it made its way past their school. 

   Fifer Principal Brian Smith was contacted by Team RWB. Their mission is to ñenrich   

the lives of America's veterans by connecting them to their community through physical 

and social activityò.  They notified him of the procession and asked if his students would 

be interested in paying tribute to the family.   The students proudly accepted the honor.  

 ñIt made me feel happy that people still do respect America and respect the       

people who have fought for us.ò - Fifer Middle School 6th grader Jaxon Kopp 


