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 The CR Report is a publication created exclusively for 

the Caesar Rodney community. For questions or  

comment, please contact Ron Gough at: 

ronald.gough@cr.k12.de.us.  

 

 

More than 1,000 students 

graduated from Caesar 

Rodney High School, 

McIlvaine Early Child-

hood Center, the Charl-

ton School and Welch  

kindergarten  
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third consecutive State championship. Great job! 
 

  Unfortunately, amid our celebrations we received 

tragic news this June. United States Army Warrant Of-

ficer Sean Mullen (CRHS Class of 1992) lost his life 

while serving his third tour of duty in Afghanistan. Our 

hearts are heavy by this tragedy and extend our deepest 

sympathies to his family and loved ones.  
   

  Once again, I want to thank our community, our par-

ents, students and staff for making 2012-2013 an  

exceptional year and for once again proving that the 

Caesar Rodney School District is the best in Delaware. 
 

  Have a great summer! 

  As the 2012-2013 school year comes to a close, it is 

time to celebrate 

and reflect upon 

some recent  

accomplishments 

of our students and 

staff. 
 

On June 1st, 431 

students walked 

across the field at 

Rider Stadium and 

received their high 

school diplomas. This was the second largest graduating 

class in the history of the school district. More than 

$1.75 million in scholarships have been awarded to 

those students who will continue their education at  

institutes of higher learning.    
 

  Other students will make us proud by volunteering to 

serve our nation as members of all five branches of this 

countryôs armed services: the U.S. Army; U.S. Air 

Force; U.S. Marine Corps; U.S. Navy and the U.S. Coast 

Guard. Several students will attend the U.S. Naval 

Academy and West Point. Other students have plans to 

enter the local workforce. 
 

  We are proud we are of these young men and women 

and of their accomplishments. They represent what it 

means to be a ñRiderò and we know they will do great 

things as alumni of the best high school in the State of 

Delaware.  
 

  We also celebrated three other graduations in the dis-

trict. At the J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood Center, 

483 of Caesar Rodney School Districtôs ñLittlest Ridersò 

graduated and another 68 students from the George 

Welch kindergarten program on Dover Air Force Base. 
 

  The third graduation occurred at the John S. Charlton 

School where 16 young men and women were recog-

nized for their achievement and perseverance. These stu-

dents attended classes at the Charlton School in Cam-

den, on the campus of Wesley College and the campus 

of Delaware State University. I wish these students all 

the best as they move on. 
 

    I would also like to congratulate our Boys track team 

for winning Caesar Rodneyôs first ever Boys State 

championship and the high schoolôs golf team for their  
     

(continued next column) 

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 

 

 

Message From the Superintendent 
To the Teachers and Staff Across CR 

  United States Army Warrant Officer Sean Mullen 

died recently following an explosion from an Impro-

vised Explosive De-

vice (IED). A Caesar 

Rodney High School 

graduate of the Class 

of 1992, Warrant  

Officer Mullen was 

on his sixth deploy-

ment overseas to 

Southwest Asia and 

had served tours in 

Iraq and Saudi Ara-

bia. He enlisted in 

1995 and rose 

through the enlisted 

ranks to become a 

warrant officer in 

November 2012. 
   

  ñOur hearts break 

for his family and on 

behalf of our state, 

we offer them our 

deepest gratitude and 

sympathy," said Governor Jack Markell said as he or-

dered all U.S. and state flags to fly at half mast in hon-

or of a fallen RiderðWarrant Officer Sean Mullen.  
  

Rest In Peace 
 

Warrant Officer Sean Mullen  

Killed in Afghanistan; 

Graduated from CRHS Class of 1992 

The CRHS flag flies at half-staff in 

honor of U.S. Army Warrant Officer  

Sean Mullen 

Youôre In Rider Country 



Andrea LaMotte Selected As Caesar  

Rodney School Districtôs Teacher of the Year 
 

  Andrea LaMotte, a grade 6-8 special 

education teacher at the John S. Charl-

ton School in Camden-Wyoming has 

been selected as Caesar Rodney School 

Districtôs Teacher of the Year for 2012-

2013.   
 

  With eight years teaching experience, 

Andrea received a Bachelor of Arts de-

gree in Social Work from Asbury Col-

lege in Kentucky and a Master of Edu-

cation from Wilmington University.  

Following her graduation from Wil-

mington University, Andrea began 

working at the Charlton Program.  She 

currently teaches special needs children 

off-site at Postlethwait Middle School 

in Camden in areas of English Lan-

guage Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Vocational Training and Life Skills.    
  
  When asked why she wanted to enter the teaching profession, Andrea stated, ñI have always wanted to be 

a teacher. When I was a child, my sisters and I would spend countless hours playing school in the basement 

of our house.  Growing up in my family, I learned the value of a good education and the impact a teacher 

can make.ò Added Andrea, ñThe excellent teachers that influenced my life instilled in me a desire to devel-

op a classroom where students would enjoy school while being challenged to do their best and gain self-

confidence that would assist them to accomplish anything they desired in life.ò    
 

  Prior to working at the Charlton Program, Andrea taught English and worked with special needs children 

in India and Nepal. Her desire to work with children with disabilities strengthened her passion to dedicate 

her career with students requiring special services. ñThe more interaction I had with children with disabili-

ties, the more my love and compassion for these children and their families grew, said Andrea.ò    
  
  The process for determining the districtôs Teacher of the Year begins with recommendations from stu-

dents, teachers, parents and administrators at each school building. Building teachers then vote to select the 

top five teachers. Those nominees then develop portfolios which are then reviewed and scored by a com-

mittee of parents, teachers and students from each school. From that process, one teacher in each building 

emerges as a district Teacher of the Year candidate.  
 

  A more in-depth portfolio is then created by each candidate which contains information including: educa-

tional history and professional development; awards and recognition; philosophy of teaching; community 

service; and letters of support. These portfolios are then read and scored independently by administrators, 

teachers, parents and students. From this process, candidates emerge as finalists. 
 

  Two teams, consisting of the district superintendent, building principals, teachers and parents conduct 

classroom observations and interviews with the finalists. Again, working independently, each team member 

uses a rubric to award an overall score to each candidate. Combined with the score from the portfolio, the 

district Teacher of the Year is selected. 
 

  Andrea will now compete against 18 other school district Teacher of the Year nominees for the honor of 

becoming the Stateôs 2013-2014 Teacher of the Year. That announcement will be made by Governor Jack 

Markell in October in Dover.  

Andrea LaMotte smiles as  a student accomplishes a task in her classroom 



    

  

Sixteen Graduate From the Charlton School 

Sixteen students, including one student who passed away 

during the 2012-2013 school year, have graduated from 

the John S. Charlton School. Opening ceremonies includ-

ed the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance by Jonathan 

Stamm and the singing of ñAmerica The Beautifulò by   

Cierra Bolden. Guest speaker was Christopher Smith who 

graduated from the Charlton Program in 2012. Students 

from the Transition Partnership Project also performed a 

musical presentation to honor the graduates.  

CRHS Cord Assembly Honors SeniorsCRHS Cord Assembly Honors Seniors  

Pictured after receiving their ñHonor Cordsò are CRHS seniors and members of the 

National Honor Society (NHS). Chartered on May 4, 1934, this is the 79th class to 

graduate NHS members. Each spring, the Board of Education, district superinten-

dent and the CRHS principal recognize each graduating member of the NHS who 

has maintained an ñAò grade point average and uphold the NHS tenets of Scholar-

ships, Character, Service and Leadership. The Honor Cord, worn at commencement 

over the graduation gown, is a visible recognition of each seniorôs achievements.  

This year, we honor 66 seniors (35 female and 31 males) who will all attend college 

after graduation. Good luck to each in their academic journey and future success! 



 

ñLittlest Ridersò Graduate From MECC 
 483 Kindergarteners Walk Across Bridge of Learning   

GO RIDERS! 



 

Caesar Rodney High School Graduates 431 Seniors 


