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Fourth Annual 

Rider Pride 

Day A Huge 

Success!  

  Teacher Tobi Paige and principal Mike Kijowski 

accept an original watercolor of W.B. Simpson 

Elementary School, painted by Sandra Ridgley, on 

behalf of the Knarr Family in memory of Robert E. 

Knarr, Sr., principal at Simpson from 1985-1989.   

 
Famous Quote é 
 

ñAs I believe the voice of my  

constituents and of all sensible and 

honest men is in favor of independence, 

my judgement concurs with them.  I 

vote for independence.ò 

 

                                 Caesar Rodney 

                                 July 3 & 4, 1776   



 

 The past two months in the Caesar Rodney School District have been extremely busy, filled with school 

and community activities. Our annual Homecoming Parade filled the streets of Camden and Wyoming as it 

continues to grow larger and larger each year. With the Rider Marching Band leading the way for our 

Homecoming Court, class floats, cheerleaders, school floats, activity floats and fire departments from 

around the district, this yearôs parade was the largest and best ever. Topping the evening was a resounding 

victory over Sussex Tech. The next day brought our fourth annual Rider Pride Day activities to the high 

school and our newly-renovated W.B. Simpson Elementary School. 

More than 5,000 people attended the indoor and outdoor displays, mak-

ing this Rider Pride Day the largest ever.   

 The month of October ended with the rededication of W.B. Simpson El-

ementary School. The proud students of Simpson, along with invited 

guests including Lieutenant Governor Matt Denn, Secretary of Education 

Dr. Lillian Lowery and members of the Simpson family, cut a 400 foot 

yellow ribbon to rededicate this beautiful school.    

  Our National Blue Ribbon SchoolðNellie Hughes Stokes Elementary 

Schoolðwas visited by Senator Tom Carper, who congratulated students and staff on their achievement.  

  November is truly a month to express thanks. I would first like to personally thank all of our veterans who 

work in our school district. From administrators to teachers, custodians and nutrition personnel, more than 

60 of our employees have served in one or more branches of our nationôs armed forces, ranging from three 

years to thirty years. Their dedication, knowledge and sacrifice is an inspiration to us all. We are honored 

that they are now helping to prepare our children to become good citizens. 

 I also want to thank the men and women of Dover Air Force Base. The Caesar Rodney School District is 

proud of our relationship with the base and is dedicated to providing the best education for our military 

children. As Thanksgiving approaches, I ask that we all take time to give thanks for what we have and to 

remember all in our district who may be less fortunate and to reach out a helping hand to those in need.  

 

Message From the Caesar Rodney School District Superintendent 

 Vocational Program Provides Opportunities to Special Needs Students  
 

 For more than 15 years, vocational programs at the John S. Charlton School have helped many special 

needs students with skills that have helped them succeed in employment oppor-

tunities. ñThe Charlton Program is tasked with making children independent by 

exposing them to different community-based job sites,ò said Paula Coleman, a 

teacher at the John S. Charlton School, who works with autistic children. ñThis 

vocational program helps identify where a childôs skills are as well as acclimate 

them to a community setting,ò said Coleman. ñSome students need to learn to 

work in a group or with others, and to also be able to work for an extended peri-

od of time. We also look for student input as to what types of jobs they would 

like to perform such as working in a clerical setting, in food services or in a 

warehouse. These students could also prefer outdoor activities either in a small 

or large group setting. We then take all of this information to hopefully help us 

place them into the right job setting.ò Added Coleman, ñThe overall goal is to 

get students into proper placement for employment.ò  

 The program, which has about 45-50 students enrolled, begins with vocational 

exposure in grades 6-8. At the high school level, the vocational setting is 

changed every semester so students have exposure to a wide variety of opportu-

nities. Students can also work in CR schools and soon, Charlton students could 

be placed in state agencies where they can work and be productive members of 

the community. ñStudents have been hired directly from our program at many 

of our local businesses,ò said Coleman. ñThey are productive and contributing 

citizens and are obtaining a very high level of independence.ò       

Paula Coleman supervises the  

clerical tasks assigned to  

Charlton students Chase Hosier 

and Alex Brathwaite.   



 

Scott Golden  

DAFB Middle  

Sergeant, USMC, 6 years 

Alberta Miclette  

Welch Elementary 

Sergeant, USAF, 6 years 

Alma Bartolomeo  

Simpson Elementary 

MSgt, USAF, 25 years 

Saluting Our Armed Forces Veterans Working Within  

The Caesar Rodney School DistrictðThank You! 

Don Miller  

Fifer Middle 

CMSgt, USAF, 30 years 

Doug Higdon, CRHS 

1st Sergeant, US Army, 

20 years 

Dawn Card  

McIlvaine ECC 

Captain, USAFR, 23 years 

Kurt Cherry 

Postlethwait Middle 

CMSgt, USAF, 30 years 

Don Williams 

Charlton School 

MSgt, USAF, 23 years 

Dave Linscott 

Nellie Stokes 

SMSgt, USAF, 26 years 

James Oboryshko  

Brown Elementary 

SFC, US Army 26 years 

Chris Warga 

Star Hill Elementary  

TSgt, USAF, 20 years 

Howard Mills 

Frear Elementary 

Technician, USN, 3 years 



 

Homecoming Parade A Community Get-Together   

 



 

ñThe fourth annual Rider Pride Day was a huge success,ò said Kevin Thompson, chairperson for this yearôs 

community event.  ñOur best estimate is that more than 5,000 people came out to support the Caesar Rodney 

School District, our schools and staff and most importantly, our students.ò   

 

 

Rider Pride Day Once Again A Huge Success 


