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We Are Now 
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Go to your Facebook 

account and LIKE  

ñCaesar Rodney 

School Districtò for all 

the latest information 

in ALL our schools!   



 

 

  Since our last CR 

Report, I am proud 

to say that our dis-

trict has received 

both individual and 

school wide recog-

nition. The Caesar 

Rodney School 

District can cer-

tainly hold its head 

up high. 
   

  First, I am so proud to say that Mrs. Megan Szabo, a 

seventh grade science teacher at the F. Niel Postlethwait 

Middle School was selected as Delawareôs 2015 Teacher 

of the Year! Megan is a tremendous teacher and a won-

derful role model. She will be an outstanding ambassa-

dor for all educators in our state as she competes to be-

come the National Teacher of the Year. 
 

  Also, Mrs. Ruth Fuchs, our librarian at the J. Ralph 

McIlvaine Early Childhood Center, was recently select-

ed as Delawareôs 2015 K-8 STEM (Science, Technolo-

gy, Engineering, Mathematics) Educator of the Year! 

Mrs. Fuchs has developed interactive multi-media which 

McIlvaine students use to help them develop basic skills 

in the STEM field.  
 

   This month, we were honored to have Nellie Stokes 

Elementary School named as a Rewards/Recognition 

School for the third consecutive year. The award, creat-

ed by legislation and spearheaded by Lieutenant Gover-

nor Matt Denn, carries a $50,000 prize! A committee 

consisting of administration, teachers, support staff and 

parents will determine how the funds will be spent at 

Stokes.  
 

   I want to thank everyone involved in making this 

yearôs Homecoming Parade our best yet. The ñRider 

Marching Bandò led off the parade followed by our 

School Board, our District Teacher of the Year, the 

Homecoming Court, our cheerleaders and all of the 

floats from the class and organizations at the high 

school, our middle and elementary schools, McIlvaine 

and our Charlton school. As is tradition, the parade end-

ed with our volunteer fire departments blasting their 

horns ï signaling that it was time for another Homecom-

ing football game!  
    

  The next day was our seventh annual ñRider Pride  
 

-continued next column-  

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent 

 

 

Message From the Superintendent 
To Our CR ñRiderò Community 

Day.ò As in the past, our Rider enthusiasm was high. 

This event brought together the entire community which 

was entertained by chorus band and chorus performanc-

es from each of our schools, ninety vendors, outdoor 

demonstrations by Dover Air Force Base, Delaware 

State Police, DNREC and the Camden-Wyoming Fire 

Company and a talking school bus! What a great day to 

be a Rider!  
     

  I want to thank the students and staff of the AFJROTC 

program for once again undertaking a community-wide 

effort to raise awareness of breast cancer during their 

fourth annual ñGo Pinkò campaign. More than $5,000 

was raised in t-shirt sales, bake sales and donations to 

help CR families who are struggling with cancer.    
     

  This is the time of year where we pause to express our 

thanks for so many things. I want to personally thank all 

of the veterans who have served in our five branches of 

military service who live and work in the Caesar Rod-

ney School District. Their dedication, knowledge and 

sacrifice have been and always will be an inspiration to 

us all. We are honored that they are now helping to pre-

pare our children to become good citizens. 
 

  I want to also thank the men and women of Dover Air 

Force Base for their tremendous support of the Caesar 

Rodney School District. I am so proud of our relation-

ship with the Eagle Wing. Many of our children have a 

parent or parents that are currently deployed around the 

world defending our freedoms. The hardships endured 

by these families are difficult. We at Caesar Rodney are 

committed to doing our part by providing the best edu-

cation for their children.   
  
  And finally, as Thanksgiving approaches, I ask that we 

all take time to give thanks for what we have and to re-

member those in our district who may be less fortunate 

and to reach out a helping hand to those in need.   
 

  I wish you a wonderful holiday season filled with 

warmth, laughter and time spent with family and 

friends.    

The Art  

Of A Pen 
 

  The individual 
written and drawn 

pieces of this elab-

orate mural were 

created by Mrs. 

Laslowôs Grade 7 

Visual Art class at Dover Air Force Base Middle School 

to showcase their interpretation of ñpoetryò and the im-

agery of nature captured through the relaxing art of the 

doodle. 



   

CRHSôs ñPennies For Pumpkinsò  

Raises Funds For Breast Cancer 
 

 The Caesar Rodney High School student council recent-

ly held a pumpkin painting competition entitled "Pennies 

for Pumpkinsò with all proceeds benefitting the Delaware 

Breast Cancer Coalition.  

With donations of 

pumpkins, paint, glitter 

and ribbon, students, 

staff, family and friends 

donated loose change for 

their favorite pumpkin. 

The decorative pump-

kins were then turned 

over to Kent General 

Hospital where they 

were placed in patientôs 

rooms.   
 

  The event was a suc-

cess, said CR High 

School social studies 

teacher Melissa Rapp.  

At the end of the campaign, the ñPennies For Pumpkinsò 

had raised $150 for the Breast Cancer Coalition!  

Author Rachelle Burk Visits  

Star Hill Elementary 

Scholastic Book Fair Held at 

Stokes Elementary  
 

    Once again, a bi-annual Scholastic Inc. Book Fair was 

recently held at Nellie Stokes Elementary School. The 

fairôs theme was ñSir Readalotôs Castle, The Kingdom of 

Books.ò   
  

  During the 

week, stu-

dents visit the 

library and 

write down on 

a form a list 

of books they 

wish to buy.  

The list is 

then brought home and payment is made to Scholastic 

who then provides a portion of all book sales back to 

Stokes Elementary. The funds will then be used to help 

offset the costs for bringing an author to visit the students 

in the spring.    
 

  In her eighth year as librarian for Stokes, Laura Wright 

was once again dressed up in full costume, being called 

by her students the ñQueen Of All Books.ò  

  Celebrated author Rachelle Burk recently vis-

ited Star Hill Elementary for a day-long event 

that included grade level assemblies, a ógabô 

lunch fest with aspiring student authors and an 

evening Family Book Club.   
 

  Mrs. Burk is a celebrated author of numerous 

books and informational texts that have ap-

peared in many popular childrenôs magazines. 

Every Star Hill family was gifted a copy of 

Mrs. Burkôs book, ñTreehouse in the Storm,ò 

which highlights Rachelleôs and her brotherôs 

feelings of loss and hope after their treehouse 

is destroyed during Hurricane Betsy. 
 

  Mrs. Burkôs visit was the culminating event 

marking many small events to teach the stu-

dents about extreme weather, the writing pro-

cess and interdisciplinary topics in the arts. 

Meteorologist Robert Guarino spoke with stu-

dents about weather and signs of extreme 

weather patterns. Essential arts teachers also 

highlighted themes from the book including an 

in-depth study of the building of a tree house 

and retelling the story through music.  
 

  Prior to the author visit, students learned 

about Mrs. Burkôs experiences with hurricanes 

growing up in New Orleans and in her current 

home state, New Jersey. Students then  partici-

pated in a school-wide coin drive ñCoins for 

the Coastò to raise money for The Hurricane 

Sandy NJ Relief Fund. The community project 

was a huge success raising $1047.67. The win-

ning classes presented the check to Rachelle 

Burk during a grade level assembly. She was 

deeply touched that her book sparked such a 

powerful chord with the students at Star Hill. 

Rider Pride! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  She reminds herself of this as she designs lessons. 

The result is a lot of hands-on activities such as cre-

ating models and carrying out investigations. ñThe 

best way for 

my students to 

really learn 

science is to 

experience it 

themselves,ò 

Szabo said. 
 

  Szabo, who 

graduated with 

a Bachelor of 

Arts and Sci-

ence in Biology Education from the University of 

Delaware also earned her Master of Education in 

school counseling from Wilmington University. 
 

  Megan now becomes Delawareôs candidate in the 

National Teacher of the Year Program and will meet 

with President Barack Obama at a future date.  
 

  By action of the General Assembly, she will re-

ceive a $5,000 grant to use for the educational bene-

fit of her students, as well as two personal grants 

totaling an additional $5,000. The remaining 19 

school district/charter candidates each will receive a 

personal grant of $2,000. 
 

  She also will receive an educational technology 

package valued at approximately $18,000 from the 

SMART Technologies ULC, grants from DSEA, 

American Institutes for Research, Delaware State 

Chamber of Commerce, Delaware Professional 

Standards Board; a State of Delaware Teacher of the 

Year commemorative plate from the Division of 

Motor Vehicles; free graduate-level courses from 

Delawareôs higher education institutions, including a 

full doctorate program from Wilmington University 

and University of Delaware; a gold watch from the 

Delaware State Teachers of the Year Association; a 

10-karat gold ring from Jostens; and lunch in Wash-

ington D.C. with U.S. Senator Tom Carper. 
  
  Szaboôs selection as Delawareôs top educator 

makes her the 51st Teacher of the Year since Dela-

wareôs recognition program began in 1965.  

  Megan Szabo, a seventh grade science teacher at 

the F. Niel Postlethwait Middle School in Camden, 

has been named Delawareôs 2015 State Teacher of 

the Year. Governor Jack Markell made the an-

nouncement in front of more than 475 invited guests 

at the Dover Downs Conference Center. 
 

  Szabo, who 

began her ca-

reer in educa-

tion 11 years 

ago in 2003, 

currently teach-

es a seventh 

and eighth 

grade loop at 

Postlethwait. She is also team leader, head coach of 

the schoolôs Science Olympiad and advisor to the 

National Junior Honor Society. Megan is also a Next 

Generation Science Standards lead teacher and a 

Science Coalition instructor.  
 

  She considers among her greatest accomplishments 

in education the traits she instills in her students.  

ñMy students may not remember every itty bitty de-

tail about what they learned in 7th and 8th grade sci-

ence, but they leave my class as confident learners 

who are able to make observations, see connections, 

solve problems and think scientifically,ò she wrote 

in her application portfolio, later adding, ñFor me, 

teaching them how to be a scientist is just as im-

portant as teaching them science.ò 
 

  Szaboôs philosophy of teaching is based on recog-

nizing that ñkids will not learn from teachers they do 

not like in classrooms they do not want to go to.ò  

Megan Szabo Chosen As Delawareôs  

2015 Teacher of the Year 

Senator Chris Coons stopped in to 

visit and congratulate Megan Szabo. 

Congratulations, Megan! 



 

ñGo Pinkò Campaign Huge Success 
 $5000 Raised to Help CR Families Battling Cancer   

  The Caesar Rodney High School AFJROTC Program recently wrapped up a six-week "Go Pink" cancer 

awareness campaign, raising $5000 in t-shirt sales as well as AFJROTC members seeking donations  

during CR sporting events. 

 

  The campaign ran in conjunction 

with the National Breast Cancer 

Awareness campaign. All monies 

raised will help support CR school 

district families dealing with the  

disease.  
 

  ñThis is the fourth year we have 

held the óGo Pinkò campaign in 

which we have raised a total of 

$15,000 ,ò said Colonel Mitch Ber-

ger, USAF (Ret), Senior Aerospace 

Science Instructor with the 

AFJROTC program. ñI canôt thank 

enough the incredible support of the 

Caesar Rodney community for their 

generosity and commitment to help-

ing those in need.ò 
 

Members of the CRHS AFJROTC Program take time from their  

awareness campaign to pose for a group photo. 

   

Xia Scott, a McIlvaine Early Childhood  

Center kindergarten student, recently took first 

place in the Magnolia Volunteer Fire Depart-

mentôs Fire Prevention Poster Contest.  

 

  Her prize? How about a ride home from 

school in one of the Magnolia Fire Depart-

mentôs fire trucks. Congratulations, Xia, on a 

job well done! 

Building Teachers of the Year 

Honored At Annual Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   All 12 Caesar Rodney School District Building 

Teachers of the Year were recently honored at Wild 

Quail Country Club. A video produced by Caesar  

Rodney High School students highlighted the incredi-

ble work of these talented educators who work each 

day to provide a quality education for our students. 

Student  Goes Home At The End Of 

the School Day...In A Fire Truck! 



 

  Exactly 100 Caesar Rodney High School juniors 

have been inducted as members of the 93 year-old 

National Honor Society. Established in 1921 to 

recognize outstanding high school students, the 

National Honor Society honors those students who 

have demon-

strated excel-

lence in areas 

of scholar-

ship, leader-

ship, service 

and character.  
 

  All CRHS 

members are 

required to complete a minimum of ten hours of 

community service each semester. Some commu-

nity activities NHS members will be involved 

with this year include: Book Buddies; Allen Frear 

Academic Olympics; Homework Club Tutoring; 

Coastal Cleanup; Peer Tutoring; Parent Infor-

mation Night; High School Orientation Night; and 

Summer Success Academy. 

CRHS Inducts 100 Into  

National Honor Society 

ñGo Greenò at McIlvaine 
 

   In an effort to help increase "Go Green" aware-

ness, McIlvaine 

families were 

introduced to a 

new station at a 

recent parent par-

ty which will in-

troduce families 

to energy saving 

tips, recycling ideas for the home and school and 

how to reuse materials that may otherwise be 

thrown away. Here, Mrs. Erin Stock helps guide 

students and a parent through tree labeling, tree 

puzzles, and tree and leaf matching activities as 

families become more familiar with the school's 

tree curriculum in preparation for next month's 

event of reusing items found around the school's 

arboretum.  

JAZZING IT UP AT FIFER 
   

  Musician Dave Adams, a member of the Young 

Razzcals Jazz Project, offered instruction and advice 

to a handful of 

aspiring jazz mu-

sicians during a 

workshop at Fred 

Fifer III Middle 

School. Dave had 

the students play 

select music, then 

critiqued their per-

formance and offered advice on how to become the 

best they can be with their music aspirations.  

Spirit of Caesar Rodney Awards Given 

to Staff Members and Volunteer  

Youôre In Rider Country! 

  Two teachers and one volunteer have been recog-

nized by the Caesar Rodney School Board at the  

November month-

ly board meeting.   
 

  Teacher Teresa 

Ardnt (McIlvaine 

ECC), Lynda 

Keyser (Fifer 

Middle) and vol-

unteer Georgia 

Roll (Brown) 

were thanked by 

the Board for their 

continued profes-

sionalism and go-

ing above and be-

yond to provide 

the best education 

for our children.  
 

  Arndt was 

praised for show-

ing outstanding 

commitment to 

students and staff; 

Keyser for going 

above and beyond 

the call of duty 

with her students; 

Roll for assisting 

teachers and sup-

porting communi-

ty events.    

Teresa Arndt with CR School Board 

Teacher Lynda Keyser 

Volunteer Georgia Roll poses with CR 

School Board following recognition. 



 

ñPrincipals for a Dayò Visit 

Several CR Schools  

 The Delaware Principal for a Day program began 21 

years ago by the Delaware State Chamber of Com-

merce and continues to be a learning experience for 

CEOôs and business 

leaders to better un-

derstand the day-to-

day operations of a 

public school by 

observing the daily 

responsibilities of a 

principal. Another 

goal of the program 

is to create a closer 

connection between 

school, college and 

career.  
 

  During this yearôs 

program, State Rep-

resentative Andria 

Bennett, Tidewater 

Utilities President  

Jerry Esposito, Del-

aware Economic 

Development Office 

(DEDO) Director 

Ken Anderson and 

United Way Presi-

dent John Moore visited 

Caesar Rodney schools, 

talked with staff and inter-

acted with students during 

the day.  

John Moore, Vice President at United 

Way, visits with Principal Brian 

Smith and students at Fifer Middle. 

Dr. Dave Santore of DAFB Middle 

School talks with Tidewater Utilities 

President Jerry Esposito and Commu-

nity Affairs Manager Carol Murphy. 

DEDO Director Ken Ander-

son meets with Principal 

Derek Prillaman, Assistant 

Principal Dr. Kris Failing 

and students at Postlethwait. 

State Representative Andria 

Bennett stopped by George 

Welch Elementary visiting 

with Principal Jason Payne 

and Welch students. 

99 Years and Counting! 

Schools Praise Veterans For  

Service To Their Country 

  Numerous schools in the Caesar Rodney 

School District recently stopped to thank veter-

ans for their unselfish service to their country.  

Veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam 

and the War On Terror were guest speakers and 

lunch guests at Welch, Simpson, McIlvaine, 

Stokes and Dover Air 

Base Middle schools.  
 

  At DABM, World War 

II Navy Captain Charles 

Cooper III, 95, was an 

invited guest along with 

active duty and retired 

members of the Navy, 

Army, Marine Corps 

and the Air Force.  
 

  Cooper explained he 

was on the USS Hornet 

when attacked and even-

tually sunk by Japanese 

Kamikazi aircraft. Swimming for his life, the 

Naval veteran stated, ñI realized I was safer on 

the other side of the water.ò He would eventually 

transfer into submarine service and would help 

sink the last Japanese vessel in World War II.  
 

  At Simpson Elementary, the chorus sang for the 

many veterans pre-

sent, while at 

Stokes Elementary, 

veterans were 

asked to come in 

and enjoy lunch 

with sons and 

daughters, grand-

sons and grand-

daughters.  
 

  Over at Welch, a school assembly honored vet-

erans and several classes created signs and ban-

ners for invited veterans. 
 

  Thank you to all 

of our veterans and 

active duty service 

members living 

and working in the 

Caesar Rodney 

School District.  

Captain Charles Cooper  

W. B. Simpson Chorus 

Signs From Welch Students 



 

Traditional Homecoming Parade A Community Hit 


