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Curriculum Map

Course Title:  Dual Credit United States History – High School Quarter: 1

Essential Questions for this Quarter: 

1. What were some of the major groups of Native Americans before contact?

2. Why did Europeans colonize the Americas?

3. How did the Columbian Exchange affect Europe, Africa, and North America?

4. What factors led to the creation and development of distinct Spanish, French, British, and Dutch colonial regions in North America?

5. How did relations between Spanish, French, English, and Dutch colonists and Native Americans evolve over time?

6. How and why did slavery develop in the British colonies?

7. How did the Enlightenment influence the American Revolution?

Unit/Time Frame

Key Concepts
Content Skills Assessment Resources

Unit 1:
Period 1: 1491-1607

Unit 2:
Period 2: 1607-1754

Unit 3:
Period 3: 1754-1800

Key Concept 1.1:

As native populations 
migrated and settled across 
the vast expanse of North 
America over time, they 
developed distinct and 
increasingly complex 
societies by adapting to 
and transforming their 
diverse environments.

Key Concept 1.2:

Contact among Europeans, 
Native Americans, and 
Africans resulted in the 
Columbian Exchange and 
significant social, cultural, 
and political changes on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Key Concept 2.1:

Europeans developed a 
variety of colonization and
migration patterns, 
influenced by different 
imperial goals, cultures,
and the varied North 
American environments 
where they settled, and
they competed with each 
other and American Indians 

Unit 1:
 Native American Societies before 

European Contact
 European Exploration in the Americas
 Columbian Exchange, Spanish 

Exploration, and Conquest
 Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish 

Colonial System
 Cultural Interactions between Europeans, 

Native Americans, and Africans

Unit 2:
 European Colonization
 The Regions of British Colonies
 Transatlantic Trade
 Interactions Between American Indians 

and Europeans
 Slavery in the British Colonies
 Colonial Society and Culture

Unit 3:
 The Seven Years’ War (The French and 

Indian War)
 Taxation without Representation
 Philosophical Foundations of the 

American Revolution
 The American Revolution
 The Influence of Revolutionary Ideals

Explain the context for European encounters in the Americas 
from 1491 to 1607.

Explain how and why various native populations in the period 
before European contact interacted with the natural environment 
in North America.

Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World 
by various European nations.

Explain causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on 
Europe and the Americas during the period after 1492.

Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America 
shaped the development of social and economic structures over 
time.

Explain how and why European and Native American 
perspectives of others developed and changed in the period.

Explain the effects of the development of transatlantic voyages 
from 1491 to 1607.

Explain the context for the colonization of North America from 
1607 to 1754.

Explain how and why various European colonies developed and 
expanded from 1607 to 1754.

Explain how and why environmental and other factors shaped the 
development and expansion of various British colonies that 
developed and expanded from 1607 to 1754.

Explain causes and effects of transatlantic trade over time.

Explain how and why interactions between various European 
nations and American Indians changed over time.

Explain the causes and effects of slavery in the various British 
colonial regions.

Classwork 50%

Tests/Quizzes 40%

Extended Assignments/ 
Projects:  10%

Textbook: 

America’s History
 By James A. Henretta
      Eric Hinderaker
      Rebecca Edwards
      Robert O. Self
 2014

Primary Documents (including 
but not limited to):

Iroquois Creation Story

Treaty of Tordisillas

When Historians Disagree – 
African Slave Trade

The Starving Time

Ben Franklin on George 
Whitefield

Mayflower Compact

Virginia Slave Laws

Salem Witch Trials documents

Observations of the French – 
Micmac Chief

Anne Hutchinson’s Creed

Ben Franklin’s Silence Dogood 
Letters

Proclamation of 1763
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for resources

Key Concept 2.2:

The British colonies 
participated in political,
social, cultural, and 
economic exchanges with 
Great Britain that 
encouraged both stronger 
bonds with Britain and 
resistance to Britain’s 
control.

Key Concept 3.1:

British attempts to assert 
tighter control over
its North American colonies 
and the colonial resolve to 
pursue self-government led 
to a colonial independence 
movement and the
Revolutionary War.

Key Concept 3.2:

The American Revolution’s 
democratic and republican 
ideals inspired new 
experiments with different 
forms of government.

Key Concept 3.3:

Migration within North 
America and competition 
over resources, 
boundaries, and trade 
intensified conflicts among 
peoples and nations.

Explain how enslaved people responded to slavery.

Explain how and why the movement of a variety of people and 
ideas across the Atlantic contributed to the development of 
American culture over time.

Explain how and why the different goals and interests of 
European leaders and colonists affected how they viewed 
themselves and their relationship with Great Britain.

Compare the effects of the development of colonial society in the 
various regions of North America.

Explain the context in which America gained independence and 
developed a sense of national identity.

Explain the causes and effects of the French and Indian War.

Explain how British colonial policies regarding North America led 
to the Revolutionary War.

Explain how and why colonial attitudes about government and 
the individual changed in the years leading up to the American 
Revolution.

Explain how various factors contributed to the American victory 
in the Revolution.

Explain the various ways the American Revolution affected 
society.

Describe the global impact of the American Revolution.

Pueblo Revolt Documents

The Declaration of 
Independence

April Morning: A Novel

Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

Phillis Wheatley on Tyranny and 
Slavery
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Course Title:  Dual Credit United States History – High School Quarter: 2

Essential Questions for this Quarter: 
1. How did the role and beliefs of political parties change?
2. How did the Articles of Confederation differ from the Constitution?
3. How did George Washington’s Farewell Address influence American political thought?
4. What was the role of Manifest Destiny in American historical events?
5. How did the debates on slavery influence the nation?

Unit/Time Frame

Key Concepts
Content Skills Assessment Resources

Unit 3:
Period 3: 1754-1800

Unit 4:
Period 4: 1800-1848

Unit 5:
Period 5: 1844-1877

Key Concept 3.2:

The American Revolution’s 
democratic and republican 
ideals inspired new 
experiments with different 
forms of government.

Key Concept 3.3:

Migration within North 
America and competition 
over resources, 
boundaries, and trade 
intensified conflicts among 
peoples and nations.

Key Concept 4.1:

The United States began to 
develop a modern 
democracy and celebrated 
a new national culture, 
while Americans sought to 
define the nation’s 
democratic ideals and 
change their society and 
institutions to match them.

Key Concept 4.2:

Innovations in technology, 
agriculture, and commerce 
powerfully accelerated the 
American economy,
precipitating profound 
changes to U.S. society 
and to national and 
regional identities.

Key Concept 4.3:

The U.S. interest in 
increasing foreign trade
and expanding its national 

Unit 3:
 The Articles of Confederation
 The Constitutional Convention and 

Debates over Ratification
 The Constitution
 Shaping a New Republic
 Developing an American Identity
 Movement in the Early Republic

Unit 4:
 The Rise of Political Parties and the Era of 

Jefferson
 Politics and Regional Interests
 America on the World Stage
 Market Revolution: Industrialization
 Market Revolution: Society and Culture
 Expanding Democracy
 Jackson and Federal Power
 The Development of an American Culture
 The Second Great Awakening
 An Age of Reform
 African Americans in the Early Republic
 The Society of the South in the Early 

Republic

Unit 5:
 Manifest Destiny
 The Mexican-American War
 The Compromise of 1850
 Sectional Conflict: Regional Differences
 Failure of Compromise
 Election of 1860 and Secession
 Military Conflict in the Civil War
 Government Policies during the Civil War

Explain how different forms of government developed and 
changed as a result of the Revolutionary Period.

Explain the differing ideological positions on the structure and 
function of the federal government.

Describe the continuities and changes in the structure and 
functions of the government with the ratification of the 
Constitution.

Explain how and why competition intensified conflicts among 
people and nations from 1754 to 1800.

Explain how and why political ideas, institutions, and party 
systems developed and changed in the new republic.

Explain the continuities and changes in American culture from 
1754 to 1800.

Explain how and why migration and immigration to and within 
North America caused competition and conflict over time.

Explain the continuities and changes in regional attitudes about 
slavery as it expanded from 1754 to 1800.

Explain the context in which the republic developed from 1800 to 
1848.

Describe the causes and effects of policy debates in the early 
republic.

Explain how different regional interests affected debates about 
the role of the federal government in the early republic.

Explain how and why American foreign policy developed and 
expanded over time.

Explain the causes and effects of the innovations in technology, 
agriculture, and commerce over time.

Explain how and why innovation in technology, agriculture, and 
commerce affected various segments of American society over 
time.

Explain the causes and effects of the expansion of participatory 
democracy from 1800 to 1848.

Classwork 50%

Tests/Quizzes 40%

Extended Assignments/ 
Projects:  10%

Textbook: 

America’s History
 By James A. Henretta
      Eric Hinderaker
      Rebecca Edwards
      Robert O. Self
 2014

Primary Documents 
(including but not limited to):

Washington’s Farewell 
Address

Jefferson’s First Inaugural 
Address

The U.S. Constitution

The Articles of 
Confederation

The Federalist Papers

American Colonization 
Society

Andrew Jackson Address to 
the Cherokee Tribe

Frederick Douglass – What 
to the Slave is the 4th of 
July?

Lydia Maria Child on 
Women’s Rights

Market Revolution 
Documents

Seneca Falls Declaration of 
Sentiments

The Monroe Doctrine

Celia – A Slave

House Divided Speech by 
Abe Lincoln
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borders shaped the 
nation’s foreign policy and 
spurred government and 
private initiatives.

Key Concept 5.1:

The United States became 
more connected with
the world, pursued an 
expansionist foreign policy 
in the Western Hemisphere, 
and emerged as the 
destination for many 
migrants from other 
countries.

Key Concept 5.2:

Intensified by expansion 
and deepening regional 
divisions, debates over 
slavery and other 
economic, cultural, and 
political issues led the 
nation into civil war.

Describe the causes and effects of continuing policy debates 
about the role of the federal government from 1800 to 1848.

Explain how and why a new national culture developed from 1800 
to 1848.

Explain the causes of the Second Great Awakening.

Describe how and why various reform movements developed and 
expanded from 1800 to 1848.

Explain how geographic and environmental factors shaped the 
development of the South from 1800 to 1848.

Explain the context in which sectional conflict emerged from 
1844 to 1877.

Explain the causes and effects of westward expansion from 1844 
to 1877.

Explain the causes and effects of the Mexican-American War.

Explain the similarities and differences in how regional attitudes 
affected federal policy in the period after the Mexican-American 
War.

Explain the effects of immigration from various parts of the world 
on American culture from 1844 to 1877.

Explain how regional differences related to slavery caused 
tension in the years leading up to the Civil War.

Explain the political causes of the Civil War.

Describe the effects of Lincoln’s election.

Explain the various factors that contributed to the Union victory 
in the Civil War.

Explain how Lincoln’s leadership during the Civil War impacted 
American ideals over the course of the war.

Compare the relative significance of the effects of the Civil War 
on American values.

The Emancipation 
Proclamation

Mexican-American War 
perspectives

Bleeding Kansas
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Course Title:  Dual Credit United States History – High School Quarter: 3

Essential Questions for this Quarter: 
1. What were the key concepts in America’s Reconstruction?
2. How did Westward Expansion influence American economic, social, and cultural beliefs and ideas?
3. How did the Industrial Revolution influence American society?
4. What were the major reforms created by the Progressive movement?
5. What were the major steps taken by the American government in terms of world participation and involvement?
6. How did the New Deal influence the future political leanings of the country?

Unit/Time Frame

Key Concepts
Content Skills Assessment Resources

Unit 5:
Period 5: 1844-1877

Unit 6:
Period 6: 1865-1898

Unit 7:
Period 7: 1890-1945

Key Concept 5.3:

The Union victory in the 
Civil War and the
contested reconstruction of 
the South settled the issues 
of slavery and secession, 
but left unresolved many 
questions about the power 
of the federal government 
and citizenship rights.

Key Concept 6.1:

Technological advances, 
large-scale production
methods, and the opening 
of new markets encouraged 
the rise of industrial 
capitalism in the United 
States.

Key Concept 6.2:

The migrations that 
accompanied 
industrialization 
transformed both urban 
and rural areas of the
United States and caused 
dramatic social and cultural 
change.

Key Concept 6.3:

The Gilded Age produced 
new cultural and 
intellectual movements, 
public reform efforts, and 
political debates over 
economic and social 
policies.

Unit 5:
 Reconstruction
 Failure of Reconstruction

Unit 6:
 Westward Expansion: Economic 

Development
 Westward Expansion: Social and Cultural 

Development
 The “New South”
 Technological Innovation
 The Rise of Industrial Capitalism
 Labor in the Gilded Age
 Immigration and Migration in the Gilded 

Age
 Responses to Immigration in the Gilded 

Age
 Development of the Middle Class
 Reform in the Gilded Age
 Controversies over the Role of 

Government in the Gilded Age
 Politics in the Gilded Age

Unit 7:
 Imperialism: Debates
 The Spanish-American War
 The Progressives
 World War I: Military and Diplomacy
 World War I: Home Front
 1920s: Innovations in Communication and 

Technology
 1920s: Cultural and Political 

Controversies
 The Great Depression
 The New Deal
 Interwar Foreign Policy

Explain the effects of government policy during Reconstruction 
on society from 1865 to 1877.

Explain how and why Reconstruction resulted in continuity and 
change in regional and national understandings of what it meant 
to be American.

Explain the historical context for the rise of industrial capitalism 
in the United States.

Explain the causes and effects of the settlement of the West from 
1877 to 1898.

Explain how various factors contributed to continuity and change 
in the “New South” from 1877 to 1898.

Explain the effects of technological advances in the development 
of the United States over time.

Explain the socioeconomic continuities and changes associated 
with the growth of industrial capitalism from 1865 to 1898.

Describe how cultural and economic factors affected migration 
patterns over time.

Explain the various responses to immigration in the period over 
time.

Explain the causes of increased economic opportunity and its 
effects on society.

Explain how different reform movements responded to the rise of 
industrial capitalism in the Gilded Age.

Explain continuities and changes in the role fo the government in 
the U.S. economy.

Explain the similarities and differences between the political 
parties during the Gilded Age.

Describe the extent to which industrialization brought change 
from 1865 to 1898.

Explain the context in which America grew into its role as a world 
power.

Explain the similarities and differences in attitudes about the 
nation’s proper role in the world.

Classwork 50%

Tests/Quizzes 40%

Extended Assignments/ 
Projects:  10%

Textbook: 

America’s History
 By James A. Henretta
      Eric Hinderaker
      Rebecca Edwards
      Robert O. Self
 2014

Primary Documents 
(including but not limited to):

The Battle Cry of Freedom

13th-15th Amendments

Market Revolution 
advertisements and political 
flyers

Industrial Revolution job 
postings

Chief Joseph Speech

Golden Spike Ceremony 
Picture

Go West by Horace Greeley

Mark Twain on the Gilded 
Age

Indian War Documents

Political Propaganda of the 
first World War.

The Zimmerman Telegram

The Guns of August

All Quiet on the Western 
Front
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Key Concept 7.1:

Growth expanded 
opportunity, while 
economic instability led to 
new efforts to reform U.S. 
society and its economic
system.

Key Concept 7.2:

Innovations in 
communications and 
technology contributed to 
the growth of mass culture, 
while significant changes 
occurred in internal and 
international migration 
patterns.

Key Concept 7.3:

Participation in a series of 
global conflicts propelled 
the United States into a 
position of international 
power while renewing 
domestic debates over the 
nation’s proper role in the 
world.

Describe the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War.

Compare the goals and effects of the Progressive Reform 
Movement.

Compare attitudes toward the use of natural resources from 1890 
to 1945.

Explain the causes and consequences of U.S. involvement in 
World War I.

Explain the causes and effects of the innovations in 
communication and technology in the United States over time.

Explain the causes and effects of developments in popular 
culture in the United States over time.

Explain the causes of the Great Depression and its effects on the 
economy.

Explain how the Great Depression and the New Deal impacted 
American political, social, and economic life over time.

Explain the similarities and differences in attitudes about the 
nation’s proper role in the world.

Brother Can You Spare a 
Dime

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair

The Great Gatsby

Spanish-American War 
Writing of Theodore 
Roosevelt

FDR Inauguration Address - 
1933

Curriculum Map
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Course Title:  Dual Credit United States History – High School Quarter: 4

Essential Questions for this Quarter: 
1. How did the American mobilization help to win World War II militarily for the United States?
2. How did the Cold War influence American decisions domestically and internationally?
3. What were the changes to society during the time period?
4. How did the role of the Reagan Revolution influence American politics?
5. What are the major conflicts domestically and internationally that America must contend with in the 21st Century?

Unit/Time Frame

Key Concepts

Content Skills Assessment Resources

Unit 7:
Period 7: 1890-1945

Unit 8:
Period 8: 1945-1980

Unit 9:
Period 9: 1980-Present

Key Concept 7.3:

Participation in a series of 
global conflicts propelled 
the United States into a 
position of international 
power while renewing 
domestic debates over the 
nation’s proper role in the 
world.

Key Concept 8.1:

The United States 
responded to an uncertain
and unstable postwar world 
by asserting and working to 
maintain a position of 
global leadership, with far-
reaching domestic and
international 
consequences.

Key Concept 8.2:

New movements for civil 
rights and liberal efforts to 
expand the role of 
government generated a 
range of political and 
cultural responses.

Key Concept 8.3:

Postwar economic and 
demographic changes
had far-reaching 
consequences for American 
society, politics, and 
culture.

Key Concept 9.1:

A newly ascendant 
conservative movement
achieved several political 
and policy goals during the 
1980s and continued to 

Unit 7:
 World War II: Mobilization
 World War II: Military
 Postwar Diplomacy

Unit 8:
 The Cold War
 The Red Scare
 Economy after 1945
 Culture after 1945
 Early Steps in the Civil Rights Movement 

(1940s and 1950s)
 America as a World Power
 The Vietnam War
 The Great Society
 The African American Civil Rights 

Movement (1960s)
 Youth Culture of the 1960s
 The Environment and Natural Resources 

from 1968 to 1980
 Society in Transition

Unit 9:
 Reagan and Conservatism
 The End of the Cold War
 A Changing Economy
 Migration and Immigration in the 1990s 

and 2000s
 Challenges of the 21st Century

Explain how and why U.S. participation in World War II 
transformed American society.

Explain the causes and effects of the victory of the United States 
and its allies over the Axis powers.

Explain the consequences of U.S. involvement in World War II.

Compare the relative significance of the major events of the first 
half of the 20th century in shaping American identity.

Explain the context for societal change from 1945 to 1980.

Explain the continuities and changes in Cold War policies from 
1945 to 1980.

Describe the causes and effects of the Red Scare after World War 
II.

Explain the causes of economic growth in the years after World 
War II.

Explain how mass culture has been maintained or challenged 
over time.

Explain how and why the civil rights movements developed and 
expanded from 1945 to 1960.

Explain the various military and diplomatic responses to 
international developments over time.

Describe the causes and effects of the Vietnam War.

Explain the causes and effects of continuing policy debates about 
the role of the federal government over time.

Explain how and why various groups responded to calls for the 
expansion of civil rights from 1960 to 1980.

Explain the various ways in which the federal government 
responded to the calls for the expansion of civil rights.

Explain how and why opposition to existing policies and values 
developed and changed over the course of the 20th century.

Explain how and why policies related to the environment 
developed and changed from 1968 to 1980.

Classwork 50%

Tests/Quizzes 40%

Extended Assignments/ 
Projects:  10%

Textbook: 

America’s History
 By James A. Henretta
      Eric Hinderaker
      Rebecca Edwards
      Robert O. Self
 2014

Primary Documents 
(including but not limited to):

Isolationist American 
Newspaper Articles

Albert Einstein Letter to FDR

Japanese-American 
Internment Executive Order

Betty Friedan’s Feminine 
Mystique

McCarthy Hearings

Duck and Cover Film

MLK’s I have a Dream

The Teenage Consumer

The Pentagon Papers

Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring

The Watergate Tapes & 
Hearings

Reagan’s First Inaugural

Iran-Contra Documents

U.S. v. Timothy McVeigh

President Clinton Response 
to Lewinsky Scandal

Bush – 9/11 Response

Bush Doctrine – War on 
Terror
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strongly influence public 
discourse in the following
decades.

Key Concept 9.2:

Moving into the 21st 
century, the nation 
experienced significant 
technological, economic, 
and demographic changes.

Key Concept 9.3:

The end of the Cold War 
and new challenges to
U.S. leadership forced the 
nation to redefine its 
foreign policy and role in 
the world.

Explain the effects of the growth of religious movements over the 
course of the 20th century.

Describe the extent to which the events of the period from 1945 to 
1980 reshaped national identity.

Explain the context in which the United States faced international 
and domestic challenges after 1980.

Explain the causes and effects of the end of the Cold War and its 
legacy.

Explain the causes and effects of economic and technological 
change over time.

Explain the causes and effects of the domestic and international 
challenges the United States has faced in the 21st century.

Explain the relative significance of the effects of change in the 
period after 1980 on American national identity.


