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Strategies for Thinking, Engagement and Literacy 

Strategies for Collaboration  

 Think – Pair - Share 3 

 Hand-up, Stand-up, Pair-up 4 

 Line-up 5 

 Shoulder Buddy/Table Buddy 6 

   

Strategies for Summarization  

 Text Rendering 7 

 30 Second Speech 8 

 Headline Routine 9 

 Two-Column Notes 10-13 

 Sum-it-up 14-15 

 Hand-up, Stand-up, Pair-up 4 

   

Strategies for Reflection  

 3-2-1- Bridge 16 

 I used to think  . . . But now I think 27 

 Ticket-out-the-door 18-20 

 30 Second Speech 8 

   

Strategies for Practice  

 Tip-Tip-Tell 21 

 Relationship Map (Vocabulary) 22 

   

   

Strategies for Understanding and Note-taking  

 Compass Points 23 

 Compare/Contrast Diagram 24 

 Directed Reading Thinking Activity 25 

 Circle Map (Defining in context) 26 

 Tree Map (Classification) 26 

 Bubble Map (Describing) 26 

 Double-bubble Map (Comparison) 26 

 Flow Map (Sequence) 26 

 Multi-flow Map (Cause and Effect) 26 

 Brace Map (Part to whole relationship) 26 

 Bridge Map (Analogies) 26 

 Two Column Notes 10-13 

 Frayer Model (Vocabulary) 27-28 

 Relationship Map (Vocabulary) 22 
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Hand-up, Stand-up, Pair-up 
A strategy for improving collaboration 

1. Students prepare what they will be sharing (ie. 30-second speech) 

2. When all are ready, raise your hands, make eye-contact and meet the other student 

3. Greet your partner 

4. Review the procedure for the activity and the time limit 

5. Signal the students to begin 

6. At the conclusion of the activity thank your partner and return to seat 
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Line-up 
A strategy for improving collaboration 

 

1. Ask students to write their (home number, last four digits of phone number, day of 
birth etc) on a slip of paper 

 
2.  Ask the students to place themselves in order according to the number 

 

3. Provide directions at that point for the rest of the activity 
 

This creates a way to get students to into random groups and to work with people they 
might not normally choose to work with. 
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Shoulder Buddy/Table Buddy 

A strategy for collaboration 
 

1.  At your table, work with the person across from you (table buddy) 
 

2. At your table, work with the person next to you (shoulder buddy) 
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Text Rendering 

A strategy for summarization 
 

1.  Select a piece of text for students to work with 
 
2.  Provide each student with: 

a. A full sheet of 8.5 X 11 plain paper (sentence) 
b. A half sheet of the 8.5 X 11 plain paper cut the long way (phrase) 
c. A 3X5 Card (word) 

 
3.  As students read they are to individually identify what they consider to be the most 

important sentence, phrase and word in the text. (The phrase or the word do not 
need to come from the sentence, they can come from various portions of the text) 

 
4.  Please each sentence, phrase and word on each of the pieces of paper provided. 

 

5. Each table then shares their work with each other and determines what the table 
determines to be the best sentence, phrase and word 

 

6. Create a gallery walk of the each table’s determinations and have the class view all 
of the work. 

 

7. Return to seats and discuss what they saw and what the text means. 
 



8 

 

30 Second Speech 

A strategy for summarization 
 

1.  Provide each student with a 3X5 card 
 

2.  Tell them they will be giving a 30 second speech on what they have been 
learning 
 

3. They are to make a bulleted list of things to put in their speech on the 3X5 Card 
with their name on the back 
 

4. When completed, use the hand-up, stand-up, pair-up strategy OR the line-up 
strategy to get students with a partner.  
 

5. They are to determine who will go first. 
 

6. The first person gives their speech (us a timer) while the second person listens.  
At the conclusion of the 30 seconds, reset the timer for 15 seconds and the 
second person now paraphrases what they heard. 
 

7. The second person now gives his speech while the partner listens and then gives 
a 15 second paraphrase. 
 

8. (Optional) Collect the 3X5 cards as a way to see what students have learned. 
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Two-Column Notes 
A strategy for note-taking and summarization 

 

What Are Column Notes? 
Some of you will think, Gosh - this sounds like the old Cornell note-taking system. Column notes share 
characteristics in common with the Cornell system: information is grouped according to its type, and then 
arranged in columns. We'll begin with 2-column notes, but you should quickly see that the number of 
columns one uses is dependent upon the type of information you are dealing with and what your purpose 
for engaging in it is.  

How Does It Work? 
The column notes format lends itself to many variations. It may be that students would use it as a note-
taking guide for their textbook reading; if so, then main ideas or headings would be listed in the left 
column, and details or explanations for each would be written in the right column. Alternatively, you might 
have students reading for cause and effect; if so, then causes can be listed in the left column and the 
effects in the right column. Students might list key vocabulary in the left column and definitions, examples, 
or sentences in the right. It may be as simple as reworking your typical question worksheets so that 
questions are on the left and answers are put on the right. 

The Cornell system recommended that the left column be one-third of the page, and the right column two-
thirds. It really doesn't matter much; students may find it much easier simply to fold their notebook paper 
down the middle to create the two columns neatly. Using the folded sheet can be a great study aide: 
students can quiz themselves or each other with the answers safely hidden on the other side of the folded 
sheet, but they can also check back and forth between questions and answers. This format becomes a 
very handy tool, but it also shows the organization of information more clearly, more dramatically, and 
certainly in a more visually-useful manner. 
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Process Notes  

Write the question. Find 3 consecutive even integers whose sum is -12. 
  

List clue words and facts. Consecutive 
Integers 

Sum  
-12 

  

Identify the variable(s). x = the least even integer 
x + 2 = the next greater even integer 

x + 4 = the greatest of the three even integers 
  

Make a drawing.   
x             x + 2         x + 4 

  

Choose a strategy. Problem Solving Using Equations 
  

Solve the problem.   
x + (x + 2) + (x + 4) = -12 
                      3x + 6 = -12 
                            3x = -18 
                              x = -6 

  

Write your answer in a 
complete sentence that 
answers the question. 

  
We know that x + 2 = -4 and x + 4 = -2 so the integers are 

-6, -4 and -2. 
  

Checks: 
   Credibility (Does your 
   answer make sense?) 

  
   Mathematical 

  
Yes, x is the least even integer. 

  
-6 + (-6 + 2) + (-6 + 4) = -12 
                      3(-6) + 6 = -12 
                            3(-6) = -18 
                               -18 = -18  
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Main Ideas What this means / Details 

  

Summary: 
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Sum-it up 

A strategy for summarization 
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Ticket Out the Door 
 

Copy and distribute at the end of a lesson to gauge how students are doing. 
 
Suggestions: 

1. Ask a specific question: “Tell me what you learned about…” 
2. Ask students to write down a question they still have about the content. 
3. Ask students to write down one thing they learned. 
4. Ask students to make a connection between two things they have learned. 
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Tip-Tip-Tell 
A strategy to practice content 

 
1. Provide a 3x5 card to every student 

2. Describe the extent of the content to be reviewed 

3. Each student writes a question on the front of the card and the answer on the 

back. 

4. Use the Stand Up-Hand Up-Pair Up Strategy to match up the students 

5. The students quiz each other on their questions.  If the student A is unable to 

answer the questions, student B provides a tip or clue, if the student is still 

unable to provide the answer then another tip is provided, if they are still not able 

to answer the question than the answer is told to the student. 

6. Students swap cards and match up with another person. 

7. Continue on until you feel they have practiced sufficiently 

8. Collect the cards and use them on your test or quiz. 
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Relationship Map 
A strategy to practice content 

 
1. Provide the same list of words/concepts to each group of students along with a 

large blank sheet of paper, markers and glue 

2. Ask the students to reach consensus on how to arrange the terms on the paper 

writing how the terms are all related to each other 

3. Post the paper on the wall for a gallery walk and for peer comment and 

questions. 
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D-R-T-A     for Expository Text  (Before Reading Strategy) 

What is it?  Directed Reading/Thinking Activity for expository text 

   is a procedure to guide students to: 

1. Activate prior knowledge for the topic 
2. Hypothesize about what might be addressed 
3. Establish purposes for reading. 

 

How to do it? STEP 1 

   Recalling prior knowledge and setting purposes for 

   reading.  At the beginning of a chapter, unit, or article,  

   ask and record responses to the following? 

 

 What do you know about…? 

 What do you think you know…? 

 What’s your best guess…? 
 

STEP 2 

Reading to confirm prior knowledge and add to prior  

knowledge. 

 

 Read the article. 

 See if you can find information on predictions made. 

 See if you can find answers to your questions. 
 

STEP 3 

Confirming, rejecting, or adding to prior knowledge and  

invite further investigation. 

 What did you discover? Confirm? Or refute? 
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