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The Dallas ISD Police Department G.R.E.A.T. program uses educational tools to help young people avoid gang-related 
activities, resist negative peer pressure and develop positive relationships with law enforcement. In addition, students 
learn life skills that will beneft them once they complete their high school education. The program has expanded across 
the United States and Central America with widespread support from local educators and law enforcement agencies.
G.R.E.A.T. instructors use cooperative and interactive games to teach elementary and middle school children about 
decision-making, communication, anger management and respecting others. The elementary school curriculum is six 
instruction hours for fourth and fifth graders with an emphasis on family involvement. The middle school session is 13 
instruction hours for sixth graders and includes lessons on the relationship between crime, violence, drug abuse, and 
gangs. Each lesson is one hour no more than two lessons per week. In addition, the older students are prepared for the 
rigors of attending high school and beyond.

Gang involvement often starts at a young age if there is no intervention, and the statistics are staggering. Homicide is 
the third leading cause of death for young people between the ages of 10-24, and approximately 1,300 young people are 
treated for nonfatal assault-related injuries each day. By teaching the G.R.E.A.T. curriculum in schools, law enforcement 
officers—including Dallas ISD Police Officers— are proactively reducing violent crime in communities by working 
directly with their most vulnerable populations: students and their families.

The Gang Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) youth and community outreach program was 
launched in 1991 to proactively combat violent crime.
G.R.E.A.T. uses community-oriented policing tactics and community outreach to change perceptions 
about law enforcement, one student at a time.
G.R.E.A.T. instructors provide interactive educational programs to students.
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