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What is Response to 
Intervention?

uResponse to intervention 
(RTI) is a systematic and 
data-based method for 
identifying, defining, and 
resolving students’ 
academic and/or 
behavioral difficulties.

).



Three-Tier RTI Model

u Tier 1
u Scientifically based general education instruction 

with regular progress monitoring 

u Tier 2
u Intensive small-group scientifically based instruction 

with regular progress monitoring New York State 
Education Department Recommends

u Tier 3
u Comprehensive evaluation for special education 

services using a problem-solving model
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Best Practice Timelines



RTI Research

u Studies show that not all students will be successful 
from RTI alone; those students who still struggle after 
all three tier’s are exhausted may need to be 
evaluated to see if they require special education 
services.



RTI and Education Policies

u IDEIA 2004 requires that students receive 
scientifically based instruction before special 
education referrals can be made.



RTI Components: Tier I

Tier 1 RTI Activities:
u Whole-class instruction using research-based curriculum

u Universal benchmarks to monitor student progress three times per year

u Identification of lowest 20%

u Comparison with teacher judgment

u Next step: Tier 2



RTI Components: Tier 2

u Tier 2 activities:
u Daily small-group instruction in addition to 

whole-class instruction (added reading 
instruction).

u Direct and systematic instruction in the core 
skills students need.

u Monitor student progress weekly.
u Those students still not meeting benchmark 

goals at preset time points are referred for 
special education evaluation.

u Next Step: Tier 3



RTI Components: Tier 3

u Tier 3 activities:
u Review of Tier 2 data.

u Comprehensive evaluation to identify why student has 
not responded to intervention.

u Consideration of special education eligibility.

u Development of IEP or other intervention.

u Ongoing progress monitoring.



Making RTI Happen

u RTI requires coordinated, data-driven, and 
systematic integration of instruction and assessment.

u It cannot be implemented over night; it can take 3–
5 years for the steps to be learned and used 
accurately and with desired outcomes.

u When used consistently, data has shown that RTI 
helps all students.



RTI Summary

u RTI appears to offer a robust and 
technically sound set of methods that 
enhance student achievement while 
reducing special education 
placements.

u RTI appears to be a viable way to 
improve access to effective instruction 
for all students.

u RTI is not a replacement for all other 
assessment procedures, but a set of 
procedures which make educational 
planning easier.


