Classroom Book Set Descriptions

To Request a Classroom set:
Send an email to youthservices@dallaslibrary2.org

Include the following:
First and Last Name
Title: 1%t and 2" Choice
School and Grade
Library Card Number
Preferred pickup location (Library Branches)
Email address

Phone

Date Class set is needed by

Title

Description

INEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AND NEWBERY HONOR AUTHOR

Clayton Byrd Goes Underground
by Rita Williams-Garcia

Accelerated Reader: 4.4
Lexile: 710L

Recommended for:
Grades 3™ -5t

Clayton feels most alive when he’s with his grandfather, Cool Papa Byrd,
and the band of Bluesmen—he can’t wait to join them, just as soon as he
has a blues song of his own. But then the unthinkable happens. Cool
Papa Byrd dies, and Clayton’s mother forbids Clayton from playing the
blues. And Clayton knows that’s no way to live.

Armed with his grandfather’s brown porkpie hat and his harmonica, he
runs away from home in search of the Bluesmen, hoping he can join
them on the road. But on the journey that takes him through the New
York City subways and to Washington Square Park, Clayton learns some
things that surprise him.
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Esperanza Rising
by Pam Munoz Ryan

Accelerated Reader: 5.3
Lexile: 750L

Recommended for:
Grades 6"-8t

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in
Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and
servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to
California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for
Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial
struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult
circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

Holes

By Louis Sachar
Accelerated Reader: 4.6
Lexile: 660L

Recommended for:
Grades 5t-7th

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-
dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed
generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’
detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by
spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five
feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful
lot of holes.

It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character
improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes
because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried
under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and redemption.




James and the Giant Peach After James Henry Trotter's parents are tragically eaten by a rhinoceros,
by Roald Dahl he goes to live with his two horrible aunts, Spiker and Sponge. Life there
is no fun, until James accidentally drops some magic crystals by the old
Accelerated Reader: 4.8 peach tree and strange things start to happen. The peach at the top of
Lexile:790L the tree begins to grow, and before long it's as big as a house. Inside,
James meets a bunch of oversized friends—Grasshopper, Centipede,
Recommended for: Ladybug, and more. With a snip of the stem, the peach starts rolling
Grades 37-5% away, and the great adventure begins!
With full-colour illustrations by Quenti; Biake @
The Lightning Thief Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork
by Rick Riordan or control his temper. And lately, being away at boarding school is only
getting worse—Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned
Accelerated Reader: 4.7 into a monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mom finds out, she
Lexile: 740L knows it's time that he knew the truth about where he came from, and
that he go to the one place he'll be safe. She sends Percy to Camp Half
Recommended for: Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns
Grades 5™-7t that the father he never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a
mystery unfolds and together with his friends—one a satyr and the other
the demigod daughter of Athena—Percy sets out on a quest across the
United States to reach the gates of the Underworld (located in a
recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between
the gods
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MARJANE SATRAPY

The One and Only lvan
by Katherine Applegate

Accelerated Reader:3.6
Lexile: 570L

Recommended for:
Grades 3-5t

Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video
Arcade, he has grown accustomed to humans watching him through the
glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he
hardly ever thinks about it at all.

Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends
Stella, an elderly elephant, and Bob, a stray dog. But mostly Ivan thinks
about art and how to capture the taste of a mango or the sound of
leaves with color and a well-placed line.

Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she
makes Ivan see their home—and his own art—through new eyes. When
Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a
change for the better.

Katherine Applegate blends humor and poignancy to create lvan’s
unforgettable first-person narration in a story of friendship, art, and
hope.

Persepolis
by Marjane Satrapi

Accelerated Reader: 3.3
Lexile: GN380L

Recommended for:
Grades 34-5t

Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s memoir
of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful black-
and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran
from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s
regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating
effects of war with Irag. The intelligent and outspoken only child of
committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last
emperors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with
the history of her country.
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Speak
by Laurie Halse Anderson

Accelerated Reader: 4.5
Lexile: 690L

Recommended for:
Grades 7t"-9th

“Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From
the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda
knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is
friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by
calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As
time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops
talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through
her work on an art project that she is finally able to face what really
happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a
guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her
healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter
with him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and
thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse Anderson's
powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with a bitterly ironic voice
delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for
many a disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating the importance of
speaking up for oneself.

The Tale of Despereaux
by Kate DiCamillo

Accelerated Raeder: 4.7
Lexile: 670L

Recommended for:
Grades 4t- 5t

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with
music, stories, and a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat
called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled with
light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who
harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to
embark on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon,
up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives. What
happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would say: Reader, it is your destiny to
find out.




Unidentified Suburban Object
by Mike Jung

Accelerated Reader: 5.2
Lexile:830L

Recommended for:
Grades 5"-7th

The next person who compares Chloe Cho with famous violinist Abigail
Yang is going to HEAR it. Chloe has just about had it with people not
knowing the difference between someone who's Chinese, Japanese, or
Korean. She's had it with people thinking that everything she does well --
getting good grades, winning first chair in the orchestra, etCETera -- are
because she's ASIAN.

Of course, her own parents don't want to have anything to DO with their
Korean background. Any time Chloe asks them a question they change
the subject. They seem perfectly happy to be the only Asian family in
town. It's only when Chloe's with her best friend, Shelly, that she doesn't
feel like a total alien.

Then a new teacher comes to town: Ms. Lee. She's Korean American, and
for the first time Chloe has a person to talk to who seems to understand
completely. For Ms. Lee's class, Chloe finally gets to explore her family
history. But what she unearths is light-years away from what she
expected.
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CHRISTOPHER PAUL CURTIS

The Watsons Go To Birmingham
by Christopher Paul Curtis

Accelerated Reader: 5.0
Lexile:920L

Recommended for:
Grades 7t"-9th

The Newbery Honor-winning American classic, The Watsons Go to
Birmingham--1963 , celebrates 20 years with this anniversary edition
featuring a special letter from Christopher Paul Curtis and an
introduction by noted educator Dr. Pauletta Bracy.

Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird
Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and
brother Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent."
When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, Dad
comes home with the amazing Ultra-Glide, and the Watsons set out on a
trip like no other. They're heading South to Birmingham, Alabama,
toward one of the darkest moments in America's history.




Wonder

by R.J. Palacio
Accelerated Reader: 4.8
Lexile: 790L

Recommended for:
Grades 4™"-6t

August (Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial deformity that prevented
him from going to a mainstream school—until now. He's about to start
5th grade at Beecher Prep, and if you've ever been the new kid then you
know how hard that can be. The thing is Auggie's just an ordinary kid,
with an extraordinary face. But can he convince his new classmates that
he's just like them, despite appearances?

R. J. Palacio has written a spare, warm, uplifting story that will have
readers laughing one minute and wiping away tears the next. With
wonderfully realistic family interactions (flawed, but loving), lively school
scenes, and short chapters, Wonder is accessible to readers of all levels.




