
Welcome to First Grade
Bienvenidos a Primer Grado



Please Sign-In
Por favor, registrese 

bit.ly/solarorientation

http://bit.ly/solarorientation








Difference between Kindergarten and 1st Grade 

Independent Reading
● In Kindergarten a lot of scores are based on listening comprehension. 
● In first grade scores are based on independent reading comprehension. 

Numbers
● In Kindergarten scholars compose and decompose numbers. In First grade we 

look at numbers through the place value lens and work on mathematical 
fluency. 

Writing
● In Kindergarten scholars write 1-3 sentences. In first grade scholars write at least 

a paragraph with proper letter formation, spacing, proper grammar, and 
punctuation. 



4 things you can do to prepare for 1st Grade

Reading/Writing
● Handwriting: Correct 

Letter formation
● Read 20 min. daily

Sight words 
● Write them on 

flashcards
● Read and write

Spanish Sight Words 

Number Recognition 
● Flash cards
● Hundred chart
● Number line
● Missing numbers 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CLNCEPp-2hSUICOAcq1KBVGQBegHlrsy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16EdqQDyl8ULN1e-GKwfKys_q3S6Uo4wu


What to expect in 1st Grade Math (90 min)
● Direct Teaching

○ Calendar
○ Number Chats
○ Modeling
○ Guided Practice
○ Independent practice

● Grade level grouping based on 
data for current unit

● Demonstration of learning aligned 
to daily learning objective

Unit 1: Number Sense

Unit 2: Addition and Subtraction

Unit 3: Place Value

Unit 4: Geometry and Fractions

Unit 5: Time and Measurement

Unit 6: Coins and Graphing



Covid19 Possible Instructional Gaps 

❏ Identifying coins (penny, nickel, dime, quarter)

❏ Counting a collection of pennies, nickels, and dimes

❏ Adding two numbers/subtracting two numbers

❏ Solving addition and subtraction word problems (envision the story 

problem, draw it out, solve, write a number sentence to match)

❏ Facts fluency 



What else can I do to help during the summer? 

❏ Practice recognizing numbers to 120 on a hundreds chart

❏ Counting to 120 by ones, fives, and tens

❏ “I spy” number game (“I spy a number that is 1 or 10 more/less than ___”etc.)

❏ Adding/subtracting two numbers with manipulatives or a pictorial drawing 

(sums and differences to 10)

❏ Solving addition and subtraction word problems (envision the story problem, 
draw it out, solve, write a number sentence to match)

❏ Names of basic shapes: triangle, circle, square, rectangle (# of sides, # of 

corners)



What to expect in 1st Grade Writing

❏ Direct Teaching
- Modeling
- Guided Practice

❏ Teacher/Student 
Conferencing

❏ Demonstration of learning 
aligned to daily learning 
objective

Unit 1- What is Writing Workshop?

Unit 2- Personal Narrative

Unit 3- Opinion Writing

Unit 4- Fairytale/Realistic Fiction

Unit 5- How-To

Unit 6- Persuasive Letter

**The language of instruction for Dual Language classes is Spanish. 



Covid19 Possible Instructional Gaps 

❏ Mobility
- Writing with a pencil the proper way

- Formation of lower/uppercase letters

- Formation of numbers

❏ Writing in complete sentences

❏ Identifying and recognizing letter/sounds in the alphabet



What else can I do to help during the summer? 

❏ Review complete sentences
- Practice writing complete sentences
- Starts with capital letter, has noun and verb, ends with a punctuation mark

- For example: “I like to eat.”, “The car is blue.” 

**Recommended that Dual 
Language classes complete 
these activities in language of 
instruction: Spanish. 



What to expect in 1st Grade Science

❏ Hands on experiential learning 
❏ Generating questions
❏ Problem solving
❏ Comparing and contrasting 
❏ Working with groups or teams
❏ Observing patterns, 

surroundings, materials, etc. 
❏ Organizing and recording 

information 

Units 

1- Matter and Energy

2- Force and Motion/Sources of Energy

3- Earth and Space

4- Science Fair

5- Organisms and Environments 

6- Lemonade Day 



Covid19 Possible Instructional Gaps 

- Difference between living and nonliving things

- Basic needs for a living thing

- Recording patterns and information

- Identifying parts of a plant and animal 

- Plant life cycle 



What can I do to help during the summer? 

- Explore and observe surroundings

- Practice writing and recording what you observe 

- Explain the difference between living and nonliving things 

while outside

- Explore plant life cycle by watching videos 

- Explore any science videos on Brain Pop Jr. 



What to expect in 1st Grade Reading
● Direct Teaching 

○ Modeling 

○ Guided Practice 

○ Independent Practice

● Daily Guided Reading 
○ Grouped by level 

● Demonstration of learning aligned 
to daily learning objective

 

Unit 1 - Fiction 

Unit 2 - Nonfiction

Unit 3 - Fiction Vs. Nonfiction

Unit 4 - Fairytales 

Unit 5 -  Guided Reading

Unit 6 - Lemonade Day

**The language of instruction for Dual Language classes is Spanish. 



Covid19 Possible Instructional Gaps 

❏ Elements of Poetry

❏ Expository text features

❏ Reading Comprehension
❏ Retelling sequence of events in a story

❏ Retelling plot (setting, characters, problem/solution)



What else can I do to help during the summer? 

● Identify all uppercase and lowercase letters

● Identify the sounds that all letters represent 

● Practice Sight Words

● Daily 20 minutes of reading 

● Retelling PLOT of the story (setting, characters, problem, resolution)

● Practice making connections  (self, text, world)

**Recommended that Dual Language classes complete these activities in 
language of instruction: Spanish. 





Questions/Preguntas

Does the grouping apply to dual language?

-Math grouping also apply to dual language classes. 

Will these informational slides be emailed or available for us to access later?

-Yes, they will be posted online at www.dallasisd.org/solarprep

Will students have access to Clever and other education applications during the 
summer.

-Yes

http://www.dallasisd.org/solarprep


Questions/Preguntas
Do we need to submit a health history form every year for allergies.  No, only if there are 
any changes. 

Will girls who have completed ST Math for 1st grade have to start over.   We are currently 
working with the vendor to figure this out and will reach out to you as soon as we get an 
answer. We are hoping they will not have to start over. 

How are the math groupings determined, monitored, and how often do they change? 
Before the start of every math unit, scholars will take a pre-assessment. We will use the 
data to create groups(ability) across the grade level. These groups will change every 4-5 
weeks depending on the unit. We will end every unit with a post-assessment to measure 
growth. 

-
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