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District Goals

● Practice fiscal responsibility.
● Increase student achievement.
● Improve transparency 

throughout our communities. 



Overarching Understandings

❖ Requirements of state law known as Third Grade Reading Guarantee (TGRG)

❖ Assessments and scores used to determine “on track” reading skills and 
“at risk” status for passing Grade 3 ELA state assessment

❖ Supports available to students during school hours

❖ Supports available to parents/guardians for use at home



A A 2011 study released by American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
concluded that 

“A student who can't read on grade level by 3rd grade is four times less 
likely to graduate by age 19 than a child who does read proficiently by 

that time. Add poverty to the mix, and a student is 13 times less likely to 
graduate on time than his or her proficient, wealthier peer.”

▶ students who struggled with reading in early elementary school grew up to 
comprise 88% of those who did not receive a diploma. 

▶ low reading skills stronger predictor than spending at least a year in poverty 

▶ 89% of students in poverty who did read on level by 3rd grade graduated 
on time, statistically no different from the students who never experienced 
poverty but did struggle with reading early on.

Source: Sparks, Sarah D. “Study: Third Grade Reading Predicts Later High School Graduation.” Inside 
School Research, Ed Week, 8 Apr. 2011, 
blogs.edweek.org/edweek/inside-school-research/2011/04/the_disquieting_side_effect_of.html.

Why Third Grade?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxgCarUaMlc


Requirements of TGRG Law 
(ORC 3313.608)

● Identify K-3 students who are “not on track” with reading skill development
● Begin reading intervention immediately using research-based reading strategies targeted at 

the student’s identified reading deficiencies
● Develop a Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) within 60 days of receiving the 

student’s diagnostic result
● Retain students who:

 1) Do not pass the Grade 3 English Language Arts state assessment  OR

         2) obtain the required reading subtest score  OR

         3) obtain the state required alternate reading assessment score



Exceptions to TGRG Law:

● An English learner enrolled in U.S. schools for less than three full school years and with less than 
three years of instruction in an English as a second language program;  

● A Learner with IEP specifically exempts the student from retention under the Third Grade Reading 
Guarantee - “all provisions” vs. “retention provision, RIMP required”

● A Learner demonstrated reading competency on an alternative assessment for reading approved by 
the Ohio Department of Education

● A Learner with IEP shows that the student has received intensive remediation in reading for two 
years, and the student was previously retained in any of grades kindergarten through grade 3; and  

● A Learner who has received intensive remediation in reading for two years and was previously 
retained in any of grades kindergarten through grade 3.** 

**A student that is promoted under this exemption must continue to receive intensive reading instruction in 
grade four. This instruction shall include an altered instructional day that includes specialized, diagnostic 
information and specific, research-based reading strategies for the students that have been successful in 

improving reading among low-performing readers. 



What assessments 
determine TGRG status?

PCSD 3rd grade students are provided multiple opportunities to meet the promotion 
scores needed to pass TGRG requirements.  
These include: 

1. Grade 3 English Language Arts state assessment ( Fall, Spring)
2. NWEA MAP benchmark assessment ( Fall, Winter, Spring)



A 

Grade 3 Passing and Promotion Scores
2019-2020

ASSESSMENT

CURRENT GR. 3 
STUDENT

SCORE NEEDED TO
PASS TGRG

RETAINED GR. 3 
READING

 ( Current 4th
Grade student) *

EXIT CRITERIA SCORE 
NEEDED

Ohio State Test
AIR-ELA 

Overall: 683
Reading Subscore: 46

Fall AIR Overall: 672
Fall AIR Reading Subscore: 

44

NWEA MAP -ELA
( District chosen
benchmark test)

194 193

Additional exit criteria 
can determine a 
retained student’s mid- 
year promotion.



As a district we monitor K-3 students’ ongoing reading skills utilizing certain district- 
adopted, state-approved assessments. Scores are used to determine “on track”
reading skills and “at risk” status for passing Grade 3 ELA state assessment.

1. AIMSweb (K-1)
2. NWEA MAP ( 2-3)

How do we ensure our students our    
“on track” in their reading skills? 



        Assessments for Grades K-1



      Assessments for Grades 2-4









Overall score = 700 OR 
46 on Reading Subtest

Overall score = 700 OR 
46 on Reading Subtest

MAP Reading 
Assessment = 194



All Parents and guardians will be notified in writing of their student’s reading skills “on 
track” status and RIMP (Reading Intervention Monitoring Plan) if applicable. 

How do we notify you of your student’s 
“on track” status for Reading?



  *This designation is not a guarantee your child will pass.  If you are concerned your child needs reading and writing support, please 
talk with your child’s reading teacher and/or principal. 

On Track/Not On Track Parent
Letter Grid - Grade K



  *This designation is not a guarantee your child will pass.  If you are concerned your child needs reading and writing support, please 
talk with your child’s reading teacher and/or principal. 

On Track/Not On Track Parent 
Letter Grid - Grade 1



  *This designation is not a guarantee your child will pass.  If you are concerned your child needs reading and writing support, please 
talk with your child’s reading teacher and/or principal. 

On Track/Not On Track Parent 
Letter Grid - Grade 2



  *This designation is not a guarantee your child will pass.  If you are concerned your child needs reading and writing support, please 
talk with your child’s reading teacher and/or principal. 

On Track/Not On Track Parent 
Letter Grid - Grade 3



▶ 4 BLS serve 8 elementary buildings
▶ Specialized training in Multisensory Teaching Approach (MTA) for reading
▶ Serve as teacher of record for English Language Arts instruction for retained third 

graders under TGRG until student is promoted to grade 4 with peers
▶ Assignments:

Erin Bruening- Green Valley & Pleasant Valley

Maria Haoui- Ridge Brook & Thoreau Park

Rebecca Loyd- Parma Park & Renwood

Laura Stover- Dentzler & John Muir

How do we support TGRG students?
Building Literacy Specialists (BLS)

All PCSD students who have not met the TGRG requirements in their 3rd grade year receive at least 90 
minutes daily of 3rd grade specialized reading instruction provided by our Building Literacy Specialists while 
completing their 4th grade school year.



How do we support ALL students to 
pass TGRG succeed in reading?

Title I
● Title I is a federally-funded, general education support 

program. 
● The goal of Title I reading is to provide extra reading 

help and instruction for all struggling readers.
● Title I reading staff provide small group systematic 

reading instruction using the program Reading Mastery.
● Instruction occurs for at least 30 minutes/day/group.
● Some students may receive other extra instruction as 

needed.



How do we support ALL students to 
pass TGRG and succeed in reading?

P.I.E.
● PIE is daily targeted instructional time for ALL 

students for approximately 30 minutes/day/group.
● Students are grouped with similar instructional 

needs for Prevention(P), Intervention(I), or 
Enrichment(E).

● Teachers provide targeted instruction and monitor 
student progress bi-weekly, weekly or monthly for 
students on RIMPs.

● Groups are flexible and adjusted based on student 
progress.



What supports are available to parents or 
guardians outside of the school setting?

Did you know your local library 
has an amazing variety of free 
resources to help you and your 
student? Check it out here!

INFOhio transforms student learning by  
providing instructional content that is 
easily accessible to all Ohio PreK-12 
students, their parents, and teachers from 
any Internet-connected device—at no cost.

Check out National PTA”s The Parents’ 
Guides to Student Success it was  
developed by teachers, parents and 
education experts in response to the 
Common Core State Standards 

https://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/Kids-Teens/Parents-and-Teachers.aspx
https://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/Kids-Teens/Parents-and-Teachers.aspx
https://www.infohio.org/document-library/item/what-is-infohio-presentation-for-parents
https://www.infohio.org/document-library/item/what-is-infohio-presentation-for-parents
https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/college-and-career-readiness/Common-Core-State-Standards

