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Graduation Information



Texas High School Graduation Requirements 
Foundation School Program with Endorsements 
Texas requires all students to begin high school with a four-year plan to earn at least 26 credits toward graduation with one of five endorsements. The five 
endorsements align to statewide programs of study (POS) toward future careers. Students are encouraged to consider their skills and interests as they select 
programs of study (POS) toward an endorsement. 

Endorsements
STEM Business & Industry Public Service Arts & Humanities Multidisciplinary Studies

An endorsement is determined by the POS that is selected,  which is a set of classes that allows a student to dig into an area of interest to them. It’s similar to a college degree, allowing the student to learn more 
about a particular subject area. Students choose one or more endorsements out of 5 possibilities. Endorsement(s) will be reflected on student transcripts.

Graduation Requirements
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 4 Credits: English I, II, English III or an AP English; and one credit in any authorized advanced English course

MATHEMATICS 4 Credits: Algebra 1, Geometry, two credits in any authorized advanced math course (STEM must take Algebra II) 
Distinguished Level of Achievement: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, one credit in any authorized advanced math course and a completed endorsement

SCIENCE 4 Credits: Biology, one credit in IPC (MISD 9th graders, unless taking Biology EAS), Chemistry and/or Physics, any advanced science course

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 Credits Highly Recommended (3 Required):  World Geography,; World History ( highly recommended), U.S. History, and Government/Economics 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 Credit:  Required credit may be from any combination of .5 to 1 credit PE courses offered by Midland ISD. PE credit may be earned through participation in the following 
activities Athletics, Approved private/commercial,  JROTC, Drill Team, Marching Band,  Cheerleading

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 2 Credits: In the same language or 2 credits selected from Computer Science I, II, AP Computer Science A, AP Computer Science Principles

FINE ARTS 1 credit

ELECTIVES 6 Credits: 4 must be from a single endorsement Program of Study pathway. If World History is not selected as an elective, 7 electives will be selected.

TOTAL CREDITS 26



Graduating Distinguished 
● Students must complete the Foundation High 

School Program with an endorsement.

● Must earn 4 credits in math (including Algebra II) 

● Allows students to be eligible for college admission 
under the top 10% automatic admissions provision. 



Performance Acknowledgements

DUAL CREDIT

BILINGUALISM OR BILITERACY 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT OR IB

PSAT, ACT-PLAN, SAT, OR ACT

INDUSTRY-BASED CERTIFICATION OR LICENSE

A student may also earn Performance Acknowledgements that will be placed on the student’s transcript.  Performance 
Acknowledgements may be earned by completing the following:



Classification & Credits

FRESHMAN

0-5 Credits

SOPHOMORE

6-11 Credits

JUNIOR

12-17 Credits

18+ Credits



Determining Grade Point Average (GPA)
Maintaining a high GPA is important!!!

What courses will affect your GPA?

All courses taken for
 HIGH SCHOOL STATE 

CREDIT count in the GPA.



Advanced Placement  
● National program created by CollegeBoard.

● To earn college credit, students are required to earn a 
score of 3 or higher (on a scale of 5) on AP Exams. 

● Colleges dictate the minimum AP score acceptable 
for credit at their institution.

● AP courses can be taken as early as 10th grade.



Advanced Placement  
● EAS (formerly Pre-AP) courses are offered in the 9th 

and 10th grade.

● Prerequisites exist for many courses.

● Must meet and maintain district requirements for 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 

● AP & EAS courses have enhanced weight in 
calculating GPA and class rank.



Gifted and Talented (GT)

At the high school 
level, GT courses 

coincide with EAS 
and AP courses!



Standardized Testing

● English I

● English II

● Algebra I

● Biology

● US History

Students will take a 
STAAR EOC

(End of Course Exam) 
the same year the 

course is taken.



Dual Credit

● Enroll in a specific college credit course that also 
earns a high school credit towards graduation.

● Grade is recorded on the high school transcript and 
the college transcript.

● May begin taking Dual Credit as early as 9th grade.

Want to earn college credit while in high school?



Dual Credit

Core 
Course

CTE
Course

Dual credit requirements must be met for enrollment.
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Programs
Of

Study



CTE Programs of Study



Our College and Career Academies are dual credit CTE 
Programs of Study that lead to an endorsement and give 
students the opportunity to earn Level I college certificate 
and industry-based certifications. 

Programs of Study 

Standard
Our standard credit Programs of Study (POS) provide 
college and career preparation based on a student’s 
interest. Each POS leads to an endorsement and many 
provide the opportunity to earn industry certifications. 



Programs of Study - STEM 



Programs of Study - Business & Industry



Programs of Study - Public Service



Other Programs of Study



Programs of Study - Arts & Humanities



Programs of Study - Multidisciplinary



Academic Planning



Take out your…
● Academic Planning Form
● Pencil



Academic Planning Form

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSNCI6J2mk0PpIyy22YYRdgP5Nksgp9fqSmPCYtNQs-ATOi8ZC4pDymEcoSGhAOv8i9ciopYkg85uzu/pub
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Additional Electives



Additional Electives



Additional Electives



Additional Electives



Course Catalog

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT3LcRdVqbQdxcMzfu_PL7tpjVBUKSm6QJmtJ9GUxMaVJTnMx2Sv-3SMnyYaGMTkkdjj-LoLo3QDYd7/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g8c080b8050_0_2
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Thank You!


