
   

NORTH ARLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

NORTH ARLINGTON, NEW JERSEY 

    PUBLIC WORK SESSION 

November 13, 2023 
 

5:41 p.m. 

 

Board of Education Office 
 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL    Mrs. Higgins  Present 
Mr. Dorsett  Present 

Mrs. Gilgallon  Present 

Mr. McDermott  Present 

Mr. Smith        Present 

Student Board Member Absent 

 

       

III. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

 

IV.   STATEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

 

This Public Meeting of November 13, 2023, of  the Board of Education of the Borough of North 

Arlington, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is called pursuant to a schedule of 

meetings adopted on January 5, 2023, as amended, and of notice given to the Clerk of the Borough 

of North Arlington and to the Librarian of the Free Public Library of North Arlington for posting 

therein as election notices are posted and of notice given to the Editor of the following newspapers:  

the Bergen RECORD of Hackensack and the Newark Star Ledger. 

 

 

1. The Superintendent and School Business Administrator congratulated the Board on their re-

election to office. 

 

2. The School Business Administrator gave the Board Members a list of potential Board 

Meeting dates for 2024 to review and get back to her regarding any changes. 

 

3. The Superintendent and School Business Administrator updated the Board on the cost of 

netting at “RIP” Collins Athletic Field.  He said the area between the Little League Field and 

“RIP” would not allow for stable footings, along with potential utility issues.  They said that 

the area by River Road would cost approximately $110,000 for wood poles and $250,000 for 

a steel poles.  The Board is not interested in moving forward with this project at this time. 

  

4. The School Business Administrator informed the Board that we did not receive the FY23 

United Stated DOJ School Violence Prevention Program Grant, which was submitted in 

coordination with Borough officials. 

 

Motion to move to Executive Session at 5:48 p.m. made by Mr. McDermott, second by Mrs. 

Gilgallon.  There was no discussion.  On Roll Call all Board members present voted in the 

affirmative and none in the negative, it was so ordered. 

 

Open Session reconvened at 6:31 p.m. 

 

5. The Superintendent and Board discussed various topics related to a requested meeting with 

the Mayor and Council, which primarily focused on overtime rates, recreation usage of 

facilities, and logistics of incorporating site managers at all events after regular school hours.  

The Board also expressed their concern with the lack of response from Borough officials 

related to the aforementioned matters. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Mr. McDermott discussed the history of the Tunnels to Towers Foundation, it’s educational 

value, and what a great service it provides to the students.  He said that it will cost the district 

approximately  $3,500 to participate in the education bus.  The Board was all in agreement.  

The Superintendent notified everyone that the high school administration was already 

working on securing their services for next year. 

 

7. The Superintendent reminded the Board that we recently worked with the Borough to submit 

a new grant – Safe Routes to School Programs. 

 

 

 

Motion to move to Executive Session at 6:44 p.m. made by Mr. Dorsett, second by Mr. Smith.  

There was no discussion.  On Roll Call all Board members present voted in the affirmative and 

none in the negative, it was so ordered. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Samantha Dembowski 

SD:at 


