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The IDEAL School of Manhattan is an 
inclusion school dedicated to creating a diverse 
community that affirms and accepts the full 
identities of all people, while inspiring academic 
excellence, creative leadership, and a desire to 
build a more just and equitable world.

Mission
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In this annual report, we recognize and express our gratitude to all of our supporters 
for their financial contributions in the 2021-22 fiscal year. In 2022, The IDEAL School of 
Manhattan graduated its fifth class of seniors. Ten IDEAL students moved on to continue 

their educational experiences at colleges or postsecondary programs, including IDEAL’s 
own Next Steps Transition Program. With the financial support of the friends, families, and 
staff members named in this report, IDEAL is able to provide a rigorous, nurturing, vibrant 
learning environment to a truly diverse body of students. As the pandemic continued, these 
contributions also helped to offset the many investments that were made to keep our 
community members safe and maintain continuity for our students throughout the school year 
and moving into 2022-23. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jay Eisenhofer, President
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Robert Ziff, Vice President
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of Medicine

David Salsberg, Psy.D., Pediatric Clinical 
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Assessment, Pediatric Assessment, Learning, and 
Support

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2021-22 ADVISORY COUNCIL 2021-22
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Kayla Bujak
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Emily O’Brien
Maria O’Brien
Kara O’Halloran
Zoe Obstarczyk
Janie Papernik
Lou Ann Pavelin
Mike Pena
Angie Pillier-Odate
Rory Plunkett
Jared Pollet
Serena Purswani
Shantel Richards
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Stephanie Santoro
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Hilary Smith
Kelly Song
Lindsay Spector
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Janet Wolfe
Ryan Zaccaro
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Dear IDEAL Families and Friends:

Thankfully, in 2021-22, school life began to return to normal. After a year off, 
many of our traditional events were once again held live and in-person. We 
hoped to reopen our doors to families for all school events, but mandates re-
mained in place. In a limited way, we did invite people outside of our students, 
faculty, and staff to come in. 

Parent partnerships were vital in producing our school events during the pan-
demic. At our ArtBeat showcase, we dedicated a room to Heidi Latsky’s exhibit 
Solo Flight, brought to us by Rebecca Alson-Milkman and Craig Thomas. Marisa Castagno and John Thies-
sen worked with us to attain an IACE grant to fund an Italian language and culture program. Jay Eisenhofer 
made a trip to the Muhammad Ali Center in Louisville, KY, possible for a group of High School students. 
Our Civil Rights Community Day included a two-day leader-in-residence with Katheryn Russel-Brown, who 
came to IDEAL through her connection with Tamara Buckley-McGee. Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin 
provided Judith Heumann’s visit. Charles Imohoisen and Robert Masters came to IDEAL via Jay Eisenhofer. 
And NY Secretary of State Robert Rodriguez was introduced to us by James Ratti. 

Our senior class of ten students enter a diverse list of college and postsecondary programs, including 
our own Next Steps Transition Program. The Class of 2022 earned $525,264 in scholar dollars and added 
twenty more schools to our impressive list of acceptances, now numbering over 90, and matriculated to 
schools that include Manhattanville College, SUNY Brockport, Winston Traditions, SUNY New Paltz, Mary-
mount Manhattan College, and Five Towns College.

In the spring, thanks to vaccines and boosters, we were able get outside and play on Field Day, and dine 
together at the Senior Dinner. Our end-of-year celebrations, the Moving Up and Graduation Ceremonies, 
saw us back in B’nai Jeshurun’s beautiful Sanctuary with limited guests, but streamed live for our families 
and friends at home.

Our familiarity with Zoom was instrumental in another innovation we added to our schedule in 2021-22. 
Our inaugural season of the Next Steps Speaker Series was a success, with six programs held online and 
open to the public. As the year progressed, more professionals and families of children and adults with 
disabilities learned about Next Steps and learned about resources for their families. 

Best wishes, 
Janet Wolfe, Head of School

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
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Dear IDEAL Families and Friends:

The 2021-22 school year saw us slowly moving away from the actions we took 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Students and teachers remained masked when 
together, and weekly COVID tests were still a reality, but when the Board of 
Trustees decided that students under 12 would also need to be vaccinated 
against COVID, the school had an added layer of protection. 

By spring, the school was sending fewer contact messages and the state mask 
mandate had been lifted. On April 25, we celebrated the school’s Sweet Sixteen 
birthday with the 17th Annual Gala, which was returning as a live, in-person event. 

The Gala was attended by 371 community members, where we honored the work of the education attor-
neys who help our students and their families. Through the raffle, silent and live auctions, donations, and 
hand raise for athletics, we netted over $290,000 for the school.

By the end of the school year, IDEAL made an important announcement that would change the course of 
its history. With our lease at B’nai Jeshurun expiring in July 2023 and the wish to unite all our students in 
one building, the Real Estate Committee of the Board of Trustees vetted hundreds of potential sites and 
made over 50 visits to prospective spaces.

We needed to locate a safe and secure home that would allow for future growth, fall within our budget, 
offer easy access to transportation, and allow us to meet our deadline for a 2023 move. Other priorities 
included the specific space needs of various divisions and aspects of our program and access to green 
space and cultural amenities. We were happy to find such a space at 5 Hanover Square, and we an-
nounced the signing of a 33-year lease and the commencement of the design project on May 27.

I want to thank the other members of the committee, IDEAL Founder and Board Vice President Mitch 
Rubin, Trustee Matt Steinberg, Finance Director Margaret Conklin, and Head of School Janet Wolfe, plus 
Newmark executives Brent Ozarowski and Leslie Harwood, Brian Cromwell of Compass, construction 
consultant Robert Bennis, and architects Alexander Gorlin and Quncie Williams. Each of these individuals 
provided their expertise as we took on this project.

Thank you, 
Jay Eisenhofer, President of the Board of Trustees

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
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OPERATING INCOME

OPERATING EXPENSES
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The Founding Benefactors Society was established in 2006 to recognize individuals 
and families who donated $25,000 or more to IDEAL during the school’s first five years 
(2005-2009). 

The IDEAL School of Manhattan is incredibly grateful to all those who committed critical 
resources to the school during this time.

Anonymous
Julie and Jason Ader
Rebecca Amitai and Morty Schaja
Rachel and Indrajit Bardhan
Carole and Les Feinglass
Alyssa and Cliff Greenberg
Julia Harquail and John Hackett
Karen and Gregory Harquail 
John Hickey
Hillary and Glenn Krevlin
James Lyle
Marla Mayer and Chris Ahearn

Heather and Robert Mylod
Tracy Nixon
Mara and Ricky Sandler
Eitan Sarnell
Caryn Seidman-Becker and Marc Becker
Michelle Smith
The Solot Family Foundation
Stephanie and Harry Wagner
Kate Winslet
The Y.C. Ho/Helen and Michael Chiang Foundation
Holly and Michael Zimmerman
Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin

THE FOUNDING BENEFACTORS SOCIETY
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The IDEAL School Parents Association fosters a spirit of community and serves as a bridge of 
communication and cooperation among the parent body, administration, and faculty. The PA also 
coordinates volunteer efforts and helps organize various fundraising and community-building 

events that support IDEAL’s mission. All families of students attending the school are automatically 
members of the PA, and class representatives keep families informed about life at the school and PA 
initiatives.

In 2021-22, the PA was instrumental in our fundraising efforts that saw family giving to The Pioneer Fund 
reach 94%. The IDEAL community thanks the leadership and members of the Parents Association for 
their hard work and generosity.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION
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President, Tar-kee Williams
Lower School Vice President, Mary Sessoms 
Upper School Vice President, Ellen Zimmerli
Co-Treasurers, Sunitha Jasti and Eunice Negron
 

Melissa Silva
Sonia Nasser
Elizabeth Kurtin
Verdean Brown
Ellen O’Malley 
Antonio Gregori del Rosario
Stacy Kesten
Marisela Beriguete
Debra John

PA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CLASS REPRESENTATIVES



16	 THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN

IDEAL’s student community reflects the rich diversity of New York City, and we are extremely 
proud of our extensive socioeconomic diversity. The Open Door Scholarship Fund, 
established in 2010, allows us to continue to provide access to an independent school 

education for students from under-resourced communities. Every dollar donated to the Open 
Door Scholarship Fund goes directly toward the tuition of students in the Standard Program. 

We seek individual, corporate, and foundation partners to support this effort by funding 
scholarships for children in need. More than 85% of IDEAL students receive financial aid; the 
average award is 92% of tuition. This represents an investment of approximately $3.8 million 
annually, approximately 31% of the school’s expenditures. Open Door Scholarship funding 
allows the school to continue to invest meaningfully in the program and to meet the needs 
of our diverse student body. Thanks to the generosity of donors to the Fund, our Open Door 
Scholars are thriving.

If you are interested in supporting the Open Door Scholarship Fund, please contact Finance 
Director Margaret Conklin at mconklin@theidealschool.org. All gifts to the Open Door 
Scholarship Fund are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

THE OPEN DOOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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IDEAL’s Annual Gala commemorates our mission and raises funds to support the school’s 
operating budget. IDEAL celebrated its 16th year as a school at our Gala on Monday, April 
25, at Tribeca 360°. Our 17th Annual Gala brought together 371 community members and 

honored the work of the education attorneys who help our students and their families. 
Through our raffle, silent and live auctions, donations, and hand raise for athletics, we netted 
over $290,000 for the school. 

We are grateful to all of the very special guests who helped to make the evening a success. 
CBS2 news anchor Cindy Hsu, Broadway star Bianca Marroquín, auctioneer Nicole Sales Giles, 
filmmaker Kristjan Thorgeirsson, and video producer Mark Travis all donated their time 
and talent to IDEAL. The event would never have been possible without the hard work and 
thoughtful planning of our tremendously talented Gala Committee noted below, as well as 
IDEAL’s Board President Jay Eisenhofer and Advancement Committee Chair Tracy Nixon who, 
along with all of the members of our Board of Trustees, contributed in countless ways Behind 
the scenes, IDEAL staff members Maggie Conklin, Joe Kemp, and Sam Stahl provided support 
to the committee and took care of every last detail.

THE 17TH ANNUAL GALA

GALA COMMITTEE
Event Co-Chairs
Jon Connolly 
Rachel McQueen 
Rob McQueen

Design Committee
Jannette Lopez
Vanessa Polanco

Gifts Chair
Lucy Guinness

Raffle Committee
Megan Mack
Denise Peled

Entertainment Committee
Christine Mickletz, chair
Genevieve Brown

Technical Chair
Jay Janicki

Tracy Nixon, Executive 
Committee of the Board 
of Trustees and Chair of 
the Board Advancement 
Committee

Janet Wolfe, Head of School
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$25,000 and Above
Jay Eisenhofer

The Derfner Foundation

Mitch Rubin and Audra Zuckerman

Michelle  Smith

$10,000 to $24,999
Craig Findley

Dan and Stacey Kesten

Robert and Rachel McQueen

Jennifer Nettles

Fred Neuman

Tracy Nixon

Tracey Walsh

$5,000 to $9,999
Jon Connolly

Erik Ekstein

Hector and Lucy Guinness Guinness

Margaret Lewis

Newmark & Company Real Estate Inc. 

David Salsberg

GALA CONTRIBUTORS
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$1,000 to $4,999 
Rebecca Alson-Milkman

Evan Azriliant

Adam Benson

Claire Bienen

Genevieve  Brown

Liana Burdman

Michael Cahill

Sarah Clarke

Katerina Dimich

Jackie Eastwick

Deirdre Featherstone

Carole Feinglass

Bill and Jennifer Foley

Adam Herrman

Tom Kelly

Tracy Lehman

Sean LeVan

Michael and Melot  Lorch

William Malone

Matthew Manning

Liz Matejka-Grossman

Chris and Stacey McArdle

Christine Mickletz

Preeti Mone

Janie and Chris Papernik

Alyssa Picchini Schaffer

Kandi Pickard

Jane Providenti

Andrea Safirstein

Alan Sclar

Pamela and Matthew Sloan

Steven Teixeira

John White

Emily Williams

Janet Wolfe

$500 to $999
Andrew Appelbaum

Harriet Barovick

Christian Becker

Julien Blocman

Michael Carlton

Joseph Civita

Susan Cole

Margaret Conklin

Kristen DeBear

Jason Duffy

Hakan Ergulec

Gerald Fischbach

Ron Fischer

Kenneth Gilison

Victoria Goldschmidt

Betsy Haddad

Pam Harney

Leslie Harwood

Cindy Hayes

Marilu  Johnson

Joseph Kemp

Maria Leather

Roseanne Legrand

Jannette  Lopez

Elisabeth and Kevin McCarthy

Diane McGarry

Maria McGinley

Sue McMillan

Sage Mehta

Robert Mogil

Oroma Mpi-Reynolds

Elyse Nemerever

Larry Nusbaum

Andrew Petitto

Joshua Rotkin

Bonnie Schinagle

Jamie Schmidt

Scott Schwanbeck

William Scott

Law Offices of Regina Skyer 

Thomas Staunton

Meredith Summerville

Ludivine M. van der Heyden

GALA CONTRIBUTORS
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GALA CONTRIBUTORS

Conrad van Tienhoven

Marissa Weseloh

Marc  Wollemborg

Gina Youmans

David and Elisabeth Zuckerwise 
(Krents)

Up to $499
Alexandra Abend

Sharon Adams

Carol  Alba

Colleen Alderson

Juan-Carlos Antonio

Alexa Arata

Spiguel Artur

Janine Azriliant

Mindee Barham

Robert Bayer

Jeanelle Beach

Marisela Beriguete

Renee Bloomfield

Brian Bollettieri

Alysia Borsa

Sonja Bramwell Jasienowski

Almadale Brown

Garnett Burey

Kathrine W. Butler

Maureen Cahill

Coleen Cahill

Alissa Campbell

Jennifer Campbell

Lee Caney

Alfreda Canty

Jen Capitelli

Lisa Carroll

Mike Catalana

Chelsea Chapman

Susan Cole

Esperanza Colon

Margaret Conklin

Brian Cromwell

Chris Cuddy

J. Lawrence Cunningham

Kimberly Daniels

Matt Davis

Diane Davol

Billy Deakins

Peter Diegmann

Donna Dodds

Roxanne Dodds

Heidi Donoghue

Paula Dorinson

Claudette Druehl

Jason Duffy

Jill Dunscomb

Rebecca Fabiano

Evelyn Fernandez-Ketcham

Tara Fersko

Seinne Fleming

Evan Fleming

Brandon Fradd

Patti Franklin

Susanna Furfaro

Jeffrey Ganz

Jason GatPandan

Denise Gildea

Todd Girshon

Neil Glat

Gabrielle Glemann

Sara Goldberg

Steven Goldstein

Rick Guidotti

Randy Harding

Jeremy Harrison

Leslie Harwood

Nina Heebink

Rachel Herman

Steven Hoffenberg

Peter Honig

Walter Ife

Seth Jacobs
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Karen Johnson

Lauretta Joseph

Elana  Katz

Fred Kaynor

Kristel Kearney

Saran Keita

Tara Kelly

Joseph Kemp

Steve Knight

Cathy Kohlasch

Kaelyn Kohlasch

Trish Kohlasch

Kendal Kohlasch

Anne Kohlmeyer

Emily Kuntz

Elly Lane

Jason Langwell

Heidi Latsky

Maria Leather

Dave Leather

Roseanne Legrand

Brittany Lerman

June Lienhard

Vicki Light

Laura Light

Lauren Lisbon

Leslie Litsky

Christopher Lomas

Billy Lomas

Stephanie Loria

Denise Lovin

John Lucia

Steve Margosian

Lisa Marolachakis-Kines

Joel Matalon

Melissa  McCrae

Michael McGarry

June McGarry

Heather McKellar

Sheree  McNulty

Kevin McNulty

Joseph McQueen

Paul Meissner

Eleni Metaxa

Stephanie Miller

Melissa Misiak

Carlos Molina

Ellen Myers

Alison Nawrocki

Eunice Negron

Larry Nusbaum

Patty Nusser

Maria O’Brien

Ellen O’Malley

Claudine O’Rourke

Nawal Otmane-Tani

Matthew Pace

Caryn Pace

Janie Papernik-Fox

Tom Paredes

Matthew Parker

Susan Parker

Christopher Pascale

Lou Ann Pavelin

Catherine Pena

Pedro Perez Estevez

Michael Perkins

Colleen Peterson

Renny Picchini

Michelle Pigula

Christine Pluta

Hermon “Sonny” Puryear

James Ratti

Sara Regan

Ava Reynolds

Adam Rosenberg

Joshua Rotkin

Severn Sandt

GALA CONTRIBUTORS
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Diane Schaffer

Brett Schultz

Michelle Schwartzman

Charity Scott

Zoraida Sebastien

Grace Senko

Lori Seto

Craig Shapero

William Shaw

Samantha Sheeber

Alison Sheehy

Betty Siegel

Rosalie Small

Michelle Smawley

BJ  Smawley

Denise Smith

Hilary Smith

Nancy Smith

Kelly Song

Rose-Helene Spreiregen

Anne Staff

Nancie Steinberg

Tenisha Sterling

Erica Stirling

Confesora Suriel

Vanessa Taveras

Allison Taylor

Jan Teitgen

Simone Toulon

Caitlin Trasande

Maureen Turner

Jesse Vahamonde

Ludivine Van der Heyden

Ana Vidal

Tom Vos

Marissa Weseloh

Lori Westermeier

Yolanda Wyns

Carrie Wysocki

Mayumi Yamada-Lifton

Sampson Yimer

James Zaucha
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Three Pillars Society 
($25,000 and Up) 
Rebecca Alson-Milkman and Craig Thomas

Anonymous 

Jay Eisenhofer and Anne Jameson

Fred Neuman

Daniel and Stacy Kesten

Lumind Research Down Syndrome Foundation 

Tracy Nixon

Circle of Diversity 
($10,000 to $24,999) 
Francena T. Harrison Foundation Trust 

Kleeman Family Fund 

Lewis Family Fund at the Community Foundation 
for Greater Buffalo 

Michael and Melot Lorch

Mastercard 

Circle of Acceptance 
($5,000 to $9,999)
Grant & Eisenhofer, PA

Circle of Excellence 
($1,000 to $4,999)
American Express Foundation

Christian Becker

Stanley, Marion, Paul and Edward Bergman Family 
Foundation 

Mary Greer Clark and Craig R. Schaffer 

Sarah and Robert Clarke-Campagna

Friends of Central Synagogue

Goldman Sachs

Cliff and Alyssa Greenberg

Betsy Haddad

Mark Jaffe

Thomas Kelly

Greg P. Lee

Adrienne Mulligan

Andrea Safirstein

Schwab Charitable

Frederic J. and Barby K. Siegel

PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS



25ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2021-22

Red and White ($500 to $999) 
Genevieve Brown

Sheilah Guarino

Sunitha Jasti

Lauretta Joseph

John Kim

Damon McGee

Rachel and Robert McQueen

Bruce Sandys

Gary and Wendy Schnierow

Daniel and Lauren Silvers

Matthew Sloan

Meredith Summerville and Ben Marcovitz

Janet Wolfe

Idealist 
($250 to $499) 
Carolyn Alderson

Charles H. Allison

Amazon Smile 

Harriet Barovick

BNY Mellon Community Partnership 

Brady Clifford

Cesar E. De Leon

Kelsey Dixon

Julissa Fajardo

Celine Finkelstein

Denise Gildea

Maria Leather

Gerard Looby

Jannette Lopez

Lauren Macchio

Jennifer Nassiri

Jennifer Nettles

Eddie and Ana Nina and Vidal

Ellen O’Malley

Jennifer Toh

Ana Vidal

Sheri Whitley

Marc  Wollemborg

Gina Youmans

PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS
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Pioneers 
(Up to $249)
Paula Abreu

Sharon Adams

Kathryn Alaimo

Joan Arata

Alexa Arata

Nana Asamani-Asante

Dennise Baesden

Alexandra Baez

Tanisha Baker

Hunter Balkind

Netanel  Bar Natan

Rosiam Barzey-Caro

Courtney Becker

Adam Benson

Hannah Benson

Marisela Beriguete

Pascale Bernard-Zow

Pamela Birkett

Aretha Blake

Kiwha and Julien Blocman

Renee Bloomfield

Germaine  Brown

Rebecca Brown

Van-Nessa Brown

Verdean Brown

Kayla Bujak

Liana Burdman

Garnett Burey

Samuel Byrd

Marisa Castagno

Marisa and John Castagno and 
Thiessen

James Cerqua

Rebecca Chandra

Chelsea Chapman

Jorge Chica

Wayne Clark

Carla Coles

Margaret Conklin

Karli Conzo

Sarah Cook

Joe  Cooper

Amanda Corneau

Luis Cortazar

Sean Cotty

Shameen Daley

Susie Darko

Chamari Davis

Malena Dayen

Ramy  De La Cruz

Antonio Del Rosario

Mattiana Di Martino

Jessica Diaz

Adriana DiBastiano

Matthew Dickerson

Paula Dorinson

Chip Dunne

Jill Dunscomb

Melinda Eden

Valrine Edwards Harvey

Latisha  Elmes

Free Estrin

Stephanie Evans

Alicia Farias

Brian Felder

Jason Feldman

Emily Feldman

Myrna Felix

Melissa Felsher

Tara Fersko

Philippe Finkelstein

Jodie Fischer

Emma Frank

Luis Frias

Ruth Garibaldi

Joanne Ginis

David Gorman

Cristina Gregori-del Rosario

Erika Guzman

PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS
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Courtney Haas

Jennifer Haas-Lesczak

Randy Harding

Elizabeth Hazelwood

Carly Heffron

Arelis Henriquez

Erica Hill

Stephanie Hilton

Almeshia Hobson

Kelly Homenick

Lauren Hoyt

Nicole Hudson

Adrienne Hurd

Elise Ingram

Huascar Javier

Ariela Katz

Samuel T. Keany

Carolyn Kelson

Karen Kemp

Joe Kemp

Carolyn Kester

Tessa Kirtzman

Jessica Kogan

Emily Kuntz

Sonia Lawrence 

Margaret Lewis

Marc  Liu

Khristina Livingston

John Lombardo

Stephanie Loria

Megan Mack

Amanda Madoff

Amanda Madoff and Edmond 
Dweck

Jasmin Maldonado

Mildred Marmolejos

Arnelle McClendon

Melissa E. McCrae

Patrick and Debra McLeod and 
John

Tawana McNeill

Teresa McSharry

David and Charity Mensah

Amanda Menzie

Angela Micevska

Christine Mickletz

Kara Morgan

Renee Morgan-Saks

Connor Mullins

Zannia Myles-Trawick

Mirella Nappi

Khaled Nasser

Elyse Nemerever

Alison Nixon

Maria O’Brien

Emily  O’Brien

Zoe Obstarczyk

Ariana Ortiz

Teresa Panora

Janie Papernik

Janie Papernik

Lou Ann Pavelin

Michael Pena

Nicole Pennant-Lindo

Daliz Perez-Cabezas

Brooke Perkins

Alyssa Picchini Schaffer

Angie Pillier

Rory Plunkett

Christine Pluta

Vanessa Polanco

Jared Pollet

Ariel and Alexandro Poster and 
Ramirez

Sonny Puryear

James Ratti

Kiiana Reyes-Campbell

Stephanie Rivera

Paulana Roache

Rosalia Rodriguez

Carolin Rodriguez

PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS



Megan Roper

Malena Rosenmeyer

Joshua Rotkin

Anna Sabo

Sabriya Sabriya

Steve Saks

Bernard and Lauren Salamon

Audrey Salgado

Maurice Salth

Tatiane Sanchez

Dawn Sanders-Cavalli

Stephanie Santoro

Caroline Savage

Andrea Savinovich

Jamie and Nina Schmidt

Irene Schneeweis

Ari Schwab

Zoraida Sebastien

Cameron Seefried

Megan Serrano

Mary-Danielle Sessoms

Carla Shere

Melissa Silva
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       Ways to Give to The IDEAL School of Manhattan

CASH CONTRIBUTIONS, CHECKS, AND CREDIT CARDS
A gift of cash is the simplest and most efficient way to support The IDEAL School of Manhattan. 
Cash donations are put to immediate use for programs, financial aid, salaries, professional 
development, and other projects. Checks can be sent to the attention of Finance Director 
Margaret Conklin. Contributions can also easily be made by credit card at  
www.theidealschool.org/giving or by contacting Margaret Conklin at 212-769-1699 or  
mconklin@theidealschool.org.

MATCHING GIFTS
Your gift can be doubled if you are employed by one of the more than 1,000 businesses and 
companies that match employees’ and retirees’ donations to nonprofit organizations. You can 
obtain the appropriate forms from your company’s human resources department or corporate 
foundation and forward them to IDEAL with your gift. You will receive credit for both the 
original gift and the matching gift, and your employer will also be listed as a donor.
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SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated securities may enable the donor to take a tax deduction on the full 
value of the gift and avoid capital gains on the transfer. In many cases, the actual cost to the 
donor is far less than the value of the gift to the school. To make a gift of stock or for more 
information, please contact Finance Director Margaret Conklin at 212-769-1699 or mconklin@
theidealschool.org.

PLANNED GIVING
Planned giving can offer many tax advantages for donors and their heirs by naming The 
IDEAL School of Manhattan as a beneficiary of an estate, trust, or insurance policy, or by 
establishing a charitable gift annuity. Prospective donors should seek the advice of an 
attorney since gifts of this kind require variations to accommodate individual circumstances.

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Gifts-in-kind are tangible items, such as works of art, auction items, equipment, books, 
furniture, real estate, and similar non-monetary contributions. A gift of tangible property may 
result in a tax deduction for the donor.
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