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ON THE COVER 
South Milwaukee students know the importance of giving back and making a 
difference in their community. Through fundraising and community service, 
from volunteerism to food and book drives, our students demonstrate the  
important ways they are contributing to our City. Here we see Lakeview  
Elementary students giving back by planning for the future with their plans for 
a nearby vacant site (see pg. 6).
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Think back to 2019. Think about how 
much your personal life has changed 
since then. We can’t know what the 
next five years will bring, but we can be 
certain that we will grow and change, 
and we will have obstacles to overcome. 
As you know, children grow and mature so fast. 
The next five years for them will be critical to who and what 
they become. That’s why we’re looking ahead to 2029. 
     Recently, members of the larger community, staff,  
administrators and students gathered and spent a lot of time 
thinking about who we are and what we want for our school 
community in the next five years. 
     We established our core values, mission, and vision 
statements and outlined what we want to accomplish for our 
staff, students, and the community in the next five years.  
In March, the School Board adopted that plan, titled  
“Relentless Commitment.” 
     The title comes from the District’s mission statement, that 
we “act with a relentless commitment to remove barriers  
and care for all students so they feel accepted and will learn 
without exception.” 
     This plan, which I encourage you to read on our website, 
lays out for students some of the best practices for students, 
like “prioritizing student-centered instructional practices in 
order to increase academic proficiency and whole-child 
growth” and engaging in “purposeful planning” with students 
and caregivers to develop meaningful plans for after  
high school.  
     Sometimes when you hear about a big organization  
creating a plan, it goes on a shelf and isn’t looked at again. 
     NOT HERE.  
     We have written out a list of performance indicators – 
goals we expect to reach –  like significantly increasing the 
overall District Report Card score and achieving the  
“exceeds expectations” designation from the state. Not listed 
in the published plan but also developed by each team, are 
yearly markers that are designed to ensure we hit our five-
year goals and that our plan doesn’t sit on a shelf.  
     We have similar objectives and measures for how we  
interact with employees, manage our finances and  
engage with the community.  
     All combined, this plan gives us a path forward to  
ensuring a brighter future for our students and staff, being 
good stewards of taxpayer dollars, and being an important 
resource and benefit to the larger community.  
     I am so thankful for those who spent time working on our 
strategic plan. Thank you for helping us chart our way  
forward. I’m excited for what the future holds. 

Relentless Commitment:  
Our Five-Year Plan

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E   
S C H O O L  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Deidre Roemer, Superintendent- 
School District of South Milwaukee 

Bridges is the official magazine of the City of South Milwaukee and the 
School District of South Milwaukee. Bridges provides news and feature  
stories about the people, businesses, places and events that make our  
community a very special place to live, work, visit and invest in.  
 
Funded by the City and School District, the magazine receives  
additional financial support from local advertisers. 
   
We welcome story ideas, content suggestions and advertising  
inquiries, but reserve the right to reject or edit content to assure  
compatibility with our editorial mission, advertisement criteria and 
other publication standards. Please email all inquiries and suggestions 
to info@smbridgesmagazine.com. 
 
This publication is guided by a professional advisory committee  
comprised of representatives from the City of South Milwaukee and 
the School District of South Milwaukee.  
 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Patrick Brever and Katie Crosby  
(City of South Milwaukee), Dan Bader (South Milwaukee School District) 
and Barb Caprile (Caprile Marketing/Design). 
 
CITY OF SOUTH MILWAUKEE 
Jim Shelenske, Mayor 
Patrick Brever, City Administrator 
Katie Crosby, Assistant City Administrator 
2424 15th Avenue • South Milwaukee, WI 53172 
414.762.2222 • smwi.org 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF SOUTH MILWAUKEE 
Deidre Roemer, Superintendent 
901 15th Avenue • South Milwaukee, WI 53172 
414.766.5000 • sdsm.k12.wi.us 
 
Bridges magazine design/production: Caprile Marketing/Design  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
The School District of South Milwaukee is committed to  
provide equal educational opportunities for all District students 
and to provide a learning and working environment free of 
discrimination based on a protected class.   
Read our whole nondiscrimination statement at  
sdsm.k12.wi.us.notice-of-non-discrimination.
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The most trusted name in bereavement  
services in South Milwaukee 

700 Milwaukee • 414-762-0154 • molthenbell.com 
molthenbell_cares@wisconsinfh.com

Planning funeral services and commemorating the  
life of a loved one are important aspects of mourning.  

We are using technology and best practices in safety and 
 health to provide families with options and assurance.  

❋ 

Our staff is available by phone and email to discuss options  
for remote broadcast of services, online memorial pages and  

current guidelines for funeral services that safeguard the health  
and safety of family, friends and the community.

We Care

GET STARTED 
WITH 

PRIVATE GOLF  
INSTRUCTION

From Teaching  
Professional  
Bruce Krajcir

• LESSONS 
FOR ALL  

SKILL  
LEVELS  

• SINGLE-  
LESSON OR 
MULTIPLE-  

LESSON  
RATES  

• FLEXIBLE  
TIMES

Book your lesson(s)  
TODAY!  

CALL/TEXT BRUCE AT  
414-322-3500

ELEVATE YOUR GOLF GAME   
THIS SUMMER!

Making every day bright!

Call us today for your FREE ESTIMATE!
INSURED AND BONDED 

sunshinecleaningcompany.com 
414.215.7347

A LEADER IN  
THE INDUSTRY 

• Commercial  
• Industrial • Medical  

We are right here 
in South Milwaukee!



VODNIK  
HANDYMAN 

SERVICES LLC

Fully insured – no job is too small! 
Ready to tackle your next 

handyman project!  
• Plumbing & electrical jobs • Drywall 

• Carpentry • Bathroom remodels 
General maintenance  

Serving South Milwaukee 
and surrounding communities

CALL TODAY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE! 

414-759-2331 
vodnikhandyman@gmail.com

Like me on Facebook@ 
Vodnik Handyman Services LLC

Accepts credit cards
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PRACTICE AREAS 
INCLUDE: 

• Estate planning 
• Fiduciary services 

(guardianship, 
conservatorship 

and probate matters) 
• Probate 

• Bankruptcy Chapter 7

Trust the law firm of  
Eberhardy & Eberhardy, LLP  

for personal, compassionate service.  
We offer flexible scheduling and 

a free half-hour consultation,  
in person or by telephone,  

to discuss your needs. 

Paul and Sara  
Eberhardy

Eberhardy & Eberhardy, LLP 
2211 10th Avenue, Suite B 

South Milwaukee, Wis. 
(414) 744-1283 • fax (414) 744-1911 

eberhardylaw.com

DON’T MISS THIS YEAR’S 

DOWNTOWN 
MARKET 

Every Thurs. 3-7 p.m. 
May 30 thru Oct. 10 

At the new Bucyrus Commons 
11th and Madison Aves. 

• Fresh produce • Baked goods 
• Arts & crafts • Prepared foods 
• Live music • So much more! 

Meet your friends at the Market! 
Mark your calendars now & 

SHOP LOCAL! 
Visit smmarket.org



GIVING BACK...  
And Making a Difference

South Milwaukee Students Know the Importance of Giving Back!  
 

As engaged citizens, each South Milwaukee student learns early on 
about giving back, and this is reflected in each of their characters.  

Read on about all the ways our students give back to our community.

Reading, writing  
and … urban  
planning? This 
spring, the entire 
Lakeview  
Elementary student 
body took a deep 
dive into the status 
of the Everbrite 
property – now a 

mostly empty field two blocks away. “The entire 
school, from 4K to fifth grade, has a chance to share 
what they think should go on to these 33 acres of  
lakefront property,” Principal Chris Sepersky explains.  
     Students are touring the site, learning about the ins 
and outs of redevelopment from City representatives 
and architectural firms, and studying the history of the 
area to explore the possibilities for the property. 
     Sepersky says the entire project was about growing 

from those initial off-the-cuff ideas to really well-thought- 
out and informed visions of what they want to see in 
their neighborhood. Recently, Lakeview students held a 
community presentation of their ideas for the site. Their 
ideas ranged from everything from a homeless shelter 
to a community college to sustainable urban farming. 
     “We want our students to be engaged with their 
community. In a real sense, they’re participating in, 
and contributing to, a South Milwaukee conversation 
about that land. Our students are learning to invest 
themselves in the design-thinking process and invest 
in what will be in 
their own  
neighborhood –  
and subsequently  
benefit their own  
children and  
grandchildren,”  
reports Sepersky.

Lakeview Elementary Students Plan for the Future 

    Giving back – whether by fundraising or 
through community service – is an important 
part of being a South Milwaukee student.  
It’s an integral part of being part of our City and 
teaching students what it means to be engaged 
citizens. It’s not always about collecting items, 
though the whole District collected more than 
6,500 items for a November food drive, donating  
to South Milwaukee Human Concerns.

School District Supports Food Drive
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National Honor Society Gives Back
    At the high school, there are a variety of ways to give 
back, from Caroling for Cans with Apollo Jazz in the 
winter, to taking care of 
teachers’ outdoor plants 
in the greenhouse with 
SMGreen. Perhaps  
the most noticeable  
volunteers out in the 
community, however,  
are students from the  
National Honor Society.  
     “National Honor Society 
is a group of students who 
have not only performed 
well academically, but 
they also have met the 

expectations of good character, good leadership and 
service,” National Honor Society Co-Advisor James 

Grassi says.  
     Joseph, a senior, says the 
Veterans Day ceremony is one  
of the biggest events the National 
Honor Society volunteers at all 
year. “I think that it hits close to 
home for teachers, staff and 
family, because (almost) everyone 
has a veteran in their family,”  
he notes. “Really getting to see 
these veterans come from  
across the state and get to honor 
them on that one day is definitely 
a good community experience.” 

    E. W. Luther students, led by the  
student council, used their artistic skills  
to create placemats for senior citizens  

and delivered meals to homebound seniors 
and disabled neighbors. 

E. W. Luther  
Students Brighten Days

Last December, Blakewood students made “kindness  
snowflakes” – paper snowflakes with encouraging messages 
on them. These handmade paper treasures were then  
delivered to Pick ’n Save and put into grocery bags for 
shoppers.  
 
     For the past eight years, Rawson teacher William Gaynor 
and his students have packed “cancer boxes” – notes of  
encouragement (to patients with cancer) and examples of 
their artwork. “Somebody else is having a worse day than  
(the students) are and that’s what it’s all about making  
somebody else’s day better,” Gaynor told WTMJ4 in a story 
about his work. 

Making Someone Else’s  
Day Better

At the Middle School, students spent six months during Home Base (their version  
of homeroom) working on community service projects called “Rocket Resolutions.”  
     “We did a project partnering with the Humane Society,” eighth grader  
Chance remembers.  “We put up a bunch of posters advertising adopting at the Humane Society. I think we 
actually got a few pets adopted!” 
      Vince Farina, the school’s social and emotional learning coordinator, said the projects stemmed from a 
survey of middle schoolers that indicated many felt they needed to feel they belonged at the school. “They 
might have friends and people they talk to, but in terms of being a South Milwaukee Rocket and what that 
means, they didn’t really feel connected,” Farina shares.  
     “So last year our team decided that we wanted to build a project that would help the kids learn what  
community is, what communities they are a part of and learn how to be a responsible member of a community.”

Creating a Sense of Community
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South Milwaukee Student Accomplishments▼

 

Brady Ahler 2024 National 
Merit Finalist 
Senior Brady Ahler is one of 15,000 
students in the nation to be named a 
2024 National Merit Scholarship  
semi-finalist. He was one of 1.2 million 
students to take the PSAT and National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(NMSQT) last spring. 
     Ahler, who is considering pre-med 
and medical school, is in the 
competition to be one of 7,140 
students nationwide to earn a Merit 
Scholarship. Those students share in 
the pool of nearly $28 million in 
scholarship funds. Already, though, 
Ahler is in a rare club. Only one 
percent of U.S. high school seniors 
become semifinalists.  

 

Sabrina Fajardo Earns  
Full Ride to University of 
Chicago 
Senior Sabrina Fajardo was awarded 
a QuestBridge Match Scholarship to 
attend her number-one choice of 
schools, the University of Chicago, 
where she will study computer science. 
The scholarship covers her room and 
board, books, and more for the first four 
years of her college career. 

Brooks and SM Performers 
Have Great Showing at 
WSMA State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival 
Sophomore Shelby Brooks earned an 
Exemplary Performer Award – the 
highest honor a student can receive  
at the Wisconsin School Music 
Association Solo and Ensemble 
Festival on April 27. Brooks capped a 
day of fantastic performances by SM 
musicians, who earned 11 Gold and  
4 Silver place ratings.  
 
Gold 1st Place Ratings  
Clarinet Solo: Mary Swanson 
Vocal Solo: Anna Menzia, Shelby 
Brooks, Genevieve Schramm 
Music Theatre Solo: Kai Simons,  
Anna Menzia, Spencer Henry,  
Aiden Janusz, Shelby Brooks 
Vocal Trio: Shelby Brooks, Anna 
Menzia, Emily Hatzenbeller 
Vocal Duet: Shelby Brooks,  
Spencer Henry 
 
Silver 2nd Place Ratings  
Vocal Solo: Lindsay Krieg 
Music Theatre Solo: Genevieve 
Schramm, Emily Hatzenbeller, 
Auriahna Torres 
 
Cheer Team 5th in State  
The South Milwaukee Cheer squad 
won fifth place at the 2024 Wisconsin 
Association of Cheer/Pom Coaches 
Championships in Appleton in February. 
 
 

Wrestler Breaks Record,  
5th Best in the State 
Connor O’Donnell earned 5th place at 
the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic 
Association Tournament in February. 
O’Donnell is the most accomplished 
wrestler in Rocket history. 

South Milwaukee United 
Boys Volleyball Team Wins 
Second Straight Title 
SM United – a collaboration between 
South Milwaukee High School,  
St. Thomas More High School and 
Reagan High School, won its second 
straight Woodland Conference 
Championship last fall, and made it  
to quarterfinals at State.  
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Connor O’Donnell (far right)

CHEER TEAM

SM UNITED BOYS VOLLEYBALL TEAM



Moriah Gwyer 
Moriah Gwyer is a senior at 
South Milwaukee High School 
enrolled in AP Art, and working 
on compiling her portfolio. This 
work is one of the final pieces of 
her high school career. In this 
piece, she combines gouache 
paint and embroidery on paper 
with embroidery thread to add 
more art medium and try to branch out to different techniques.  
She tries to incorporate a lot of color and symbolism by portraying 
hard subjects with more “upbeat” representation. 

 
Victor Jensen  
South Milwaukee High School junior,  
Victor Jensen ll, primarily works in 3D art. 
He is influenced by his love of Norse  
mythology and was inspired to make a 
sculpture of one of Norse mythology’s 
prolific figures, “Jormungandr.” This  
sculpture, titled “Jormungandr’s Wrath,”  

is a depiction of the serpent emerging from the sea right before it 
cripples a Viking ship.   
 
Wyatt Wartner  
Wyatt Wartner likes to use 
scrapped electronics to make 
functional electronic art. These 
are two electronic glasses. The 
first lets others watch Batman 
on one lens, and refracts light 
bulbs into different colors. The second lets others play The Oregon 
Trail on one lens, through controls hooked up on the side. The other 
lens has a camera attached that hooks up to a specially rigged  
television to display live footage. 

 
Spencer Henry 
This school year, Spencer Henry, a sen-
ior, has focused on making artworks that 
revolve around the theme of perform-
ance. They juxtaposed angular, geomet-
ric lines with the natural textures and 
splatters of a paintbrush, which serves as 
a metaphor for how performance can af-

fect a person. This painting was created on paper with India ink and 
white gel pen. 
 
Mel Kveton 
Junior Mel Kveton’s “Sus 
Scrufa” is an acrylic painting 
purposed to illustrate the  
“affects affectation” can have 
on the self. 

A Focus on Student Artwork
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High School Teachers Named Herb Kohl  
Educational Foundation Teacher Fellows  
Two South Milwaukee High School teachers were chosen 
as 2024 Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Teacher  
Fellows. Heather Hanson, a social studies teacher, and 
Aimee Swanson, the school’s choir director and music 
teacher, were two of just 100 teachers from across Wisconsin 
recognized for their leadership and service in and outside 
the classroom, and their ability to inspire a love of learning 
and to motivate their students. Hanson and Swanson  
received $6,000 each for themselves and $6,000 each for  
South Milwaukee High School. 
     “We are proud to have educators of this caliber at  
South Milwaukee High School,” Principal Bryan Terry says. 
“Their impact is immeasurable, and it can be seen in  
their enthusiasm and how invested their students are in  
their classes.” 
 
Another $100,000 Grant for  
South Milwaukee Fields  
This is Packers’ territory – even if South Milwaukee’s colors 
are red, white and black.  
     The Green Bay Packers Foundation announced in April 
that South Milwaukee was awarded a $100,000 grant from 
the NFL Foundation through the NFL Club Matching Youth 
Football Field Grant Program. The grant matches the 
$100,000 the Packers Foundation already awarded South 
Milwaukee to help cover the costs of the $3.8 million  
renovation of South Milwaukee’s athletic fields.  
     “It means a lot that close to half of all the funding for 
these beautiful fields came from the community – here in 
South Milwaukee and in Wisconsin,” Superintendent  
Deidre Roemer reports. 
     “It’s because of the generosity of our neighbors and  
community-minded organizations like the Green Bay 
Packers that more students than ever are using these  
fields, and they are a point of pride for the whole City.”  
 

South Milwaukee Teacher Headed to  
Teacher Hall of Fame 
A South Milwaukee High School English teacher is one of 
only five teachers across the United States to be named to 
the National Teachers Hall of Fame (NTHF) as a member  
of the Class of 2024. Recently, Shelly Moore Krajacic was 
surprised with the honor in the High School Library, where 
she was met by current and former colleagues, students, 
and family members. 
     “I love all of my students, you know that. I just want to  
see you be happy and successful in how you choose to be,”  
Krajacic said. “Education really is the single greatest thing 
we can give to the next generation.”  
     The NTHF Class of 2024 traveled to Washington, D.C.,  
in early May for ceremonies there, and will travel to Emporia, 
Kan., in June for four days of events before the formal induction 
ceremony on June 21 at Emporia State University. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SMHS Student Senate Wins  
Spirit of Excellence Award 
The South Milwaukee High School Student Senate was 
named the Wisconsin Association of Schools Region 4  
Spirit of Excellence Award Winners. The Student Senate put 
together an 88-page presentation on what South Milwaukee 
High School has to offer students and the community. The 
award is given to just six schools in the state (one from each 
region). The students were presented the award during the 
Milwaukee Bucks game on March 4!
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South Milwaukee School District in the News▼

Heather Hanson (left) and Aimee Swanson (right) 

High School teacher Shelly Krajacic shows her  
surprise when she finds out she has been named  

to the National Teachers Hall of Fame.



Make New Friends  
at the Senior Center! 
• Friendly camaraderie • Classes 
• Bingo • Fitness Center • Zumba 
• Senior Meal Site • Sheepshead  

• Stockbox Program • Sewing 
• And so much more! 

Chester W. Grobschmidt 
SENIOR CENTER

2424 15th Avenue • South Milwaukee 
414.768.8045 

smwi.org/senior-center/
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Celebrating 20 Years of Performing Arts Excellence: 
The South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center

▼
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It was a singular moment. The entire audience was clapping 
along with the combined choirs of the South Milwaukee middle 
and high schools. Milwaukee-based musician and creator 
Kiran Vidula was at the piano, choir directors Aimee Swanson 
and Kathleen Miller conducted their students in a rousing first 
performance of a student-composed piece – the capstone of 
“Music to Move Us Forward,” a multi-modal celebration of  
the 60th anniversary of the passage of the Civil Rights Act.  
     “It’s moments like that for which the South Milwaukee  
Performing Arts Center (SMPAC) was built,” says South  
Milwaukee Performing Arts Center Executive Director  
Rachel Abraham. “It was moving, it was educational, it was 
collaborative, and our students and their teachers were at  
their absolute best.”  
     Located in the heart of South Milwaukee, this vibrant cultural 
gathering place has enriched lives and inspired creativity for 
two decades. That’s something worth celebrating. This fall,  
the South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center will celebrate its 
20th anniversary to mark a milestone in its journey as a hub of 
performing arts excellence and community engagement. From 
its inception to its impactful present, SMPAC is leaving an  
indelible mark on the community and the lives of its patrons. 

A Vision Realized: The Birth of SMPAC 
The story of SMPAC begins with a vision that took root gener-
ations ago, and was founded on a legacy of excellence in 
music and theater education. In 2002, South Milwaukee  
residents voted in favor of a referendum to fund the construction 

of a state-of-the-art performing arts center within the new 
South Milwaukee 6-12 campus. 
     “Before our PAC was built, performances happened in  
the former high school, in what was termed the cafetorium,”  
Abraham explains. “There’s only so much that can be done  
in a utilitarian space that serves as a theater and lunch room. 
Today students learn lighting, sound mixing, have a full stage 
with fly-in capabilities – all in a beautiful setting.”  
     South Milwaukee was one of the first school districts in the 
area to not only recognize the importance of arts education, 
but also to take action. The 2002 referendum laid the ground-
work for what would become a specialized facility that nurtures 
artistic talent and serves as a professionally managed venue 
for touring artists and rental events. 

The Impact on the Community 
One of SMPAC’s key initiatives is its commitment to arts  
education. SMPAC offers educational programs, workshops, 
and performances tailored to inspire and engage young 
minds. These programs not only foster artistic skills but also 
instill valuable life lessons such as teamwork, creativity and  
self-expression.  

SMPAC’s Impact Extends Beyond the  
Walls of the Venue 
 “Over the years, it has become a cultural hub, bringing people 
together and fostering a sense of community pride. Our stage 
has featured renowned performers from around the world,  
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enhancing South Milwaukee’s reputation as a destination for 
arts and culture,” Abraham says.  
     Today, approximately 100 programs and events, plus 
classes and rehearsals, are hosted at SMPAC annually.  
The 786-seat theatre is the home for school concerts, plays,  
musicals, award ceremonies, guest speakers and meetings.  
A performing arts series featuring professional touring shows 
with opportunities for student workshops and master classes 
is curated and presented annually. The South Milwaukee 
Youth Theatre program produces two musicals for 6-18 year-
olds each summer. Dozens of renters, ranging from performing 
arts groups and dance studios to independent promoters and 
colleges, choose SMPAC for their events. Outreach includes 
sponsoring artists who perform at senior living centers and 
bands that perform at the South Milwaukee Downtown Market 
and other local events. 
     That impact doesn’t even account for those who fill the  
theatre’s seats. Annual attendance at SMPAC is estimated at 
35,000. The whole operation is run by just three full-time staff: 
an executive director, a box office/marketing manager and a 
technical director. The trio boasts a combined experience of 
more than 45 years in management, marketing communications, 
fundraising and technical theater. 
     To run such a big program, approximately 20 part-time 
house managers and technical overhire crew staff fill in the 
gaps. Additionally, more than 70 volunteers serve as ushers, 
ticket takers and docents. Fundraising support and scholarships 
for high school seniors comes from the SMPAC Council, an 
all volunteer, non-profit 501(c)3 organization. 
     “I am incredibly proud of how the performing arts center 
has evolved to meet the diverse needs of our community,” 
Abraham reflects. “Our mission has always been to inspire 
and enrich people of all ages and aesthetics through the  
performing arts. The vision of those who came before us, 
along with the support of our community, the dedication of  
our staff, and the relationships we’ve built over the years,  
have been instrumental to our success.”

We Love What Folks Are 
Saying About Us! 
“The South Milwaukee Performing Arts 

Center gave me a place of belonging, a place 

where I made all of my friends, and the place 

where I experienced the fondest memories of 

high school.” – Lia K. (student) 

“SMPAC is definitely a class act.  Everyone is  

very friendly, reminders are sent, parking is 

free, no traffic jams after the event, and it’s 

right in the neighborhood. Doesn’t get any 

better. Thanks to the entire staff and  

volunteers who make this a great experience!”  
– Bob G. (patron) 

“I just wanted to thank you and the SMPAC  

staff and tech crew for making our showcase  

experience so enjoyable this year. It was  

fantastic to have our students on stage again 

in a real theater and I heard so many great 

comments from families on how they enjoyed 

the show!” – Amy B. (renter) 

“We truly appreciate the relationship we 

share and the performances the SMPAC 

brings to us, as this is something most of our 

seniors would not have been able to see otherwise.”

– Jessica B. (Senior Center 
   program coordinator)

The SMPAC’s 786-seat handsome theatre is home for school  
concerts, plays, musicals, award ceremonies, guest speakers  
and meetings. 
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Offering Complete Landscaping and Maintenance Services 
Landscape design, retaining walls, patios, shrub pruning,  

planting, spring and fall cleanups, core aeration,  
fertilizing and lawn care, and so much more! 

(414) 750-1387 • mengsnow.com 
simplymengs@gmail.com 

Summer’s   HERE! Is your yard  ready?

Choose MENG’S... YOUR LANDSCAPE  
SPECIALIST! 

$20 OFF 
Call 414-376-3324 

or schedule online 
twomaidscleaning.com/south-milwaukee.com/



Patrick Brever: City Administrator  
Patrick Brever was appointed as South Milwaukee’s 
City administrator in October 2023. He has worked for 
the City in a variety of roles since 2018, including  
assistant city administrator, economic development 
director, and city clerk. Brever holds a bachelor’s  
degree in public administration and political science 
from UW-La Crosse, and in 2020, he earned his 
master’s in public administration with a concentration 
in municipal management from UW-Milwaukee. His 
previous work experience also includes service as  
an alderperson for the City of La Crosse, Wis..  
     Brever is originally from the area and grew up in 
Oak Creek. When he isn’t working, he enjoys coaching 
a third and fourth grade girls’ basketball team for the 
South Milwaukee Recreation Department and playing 
golf in Grant Park.   
     The City Administrator serves as the chief  
administrative officer for the City. The position has  
administrative authority and responsibility over all  
departments and department managers with the  
exception of the Public Library. The administrator 
serves at the pleasure of the Common Council to 
make sure the policy decisions of the elected officials 

are carried out and that public services are delivered 
efficiently and effectively. 
     We asked Brever about his life and feelings working for  
South Milwaukee: 

•  What was your first job? 
Youth baseball coach and umpire for the Oak Creek 
Parks and Recreation Department 
•  What is your favorite thing about working in 
local government? 
Making a positive difference in the lives of the City’s 
residents. Working in local government allows you to 
directly contribute to the betterment of the community.  
•  What do you love most about South Milwaukee? 
South Milwaukee is a family-oriented community. I  
am proud to live and work in the same city where my 
mom served as a teacher (Lakeview and Rawson)  
for 38 years.  
•  Describe South Milwaukee in three words. 
Welcoming, historic, revitalizing. 
•  If you were to check out one book from the 
South Milwaukee Public Library, what would it be?  
“Grant,” a biography about President Ulysses S. Grant. 
(Grant Park in South Milwaukee is named for him.) 

Highlighting City Administrator Brever, City Engineer 
Stollenwerk and Attorney Smith  

▼
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Genevieve Stollenwerk: 
City Engineer  
Stollenwerk started her new role 
as City Engineer in April 2024. 
Growing up in Milwaukee, she 
graduated with a bachelor’s of 
science in civil engineering from 
the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee. Before working with 
the City, Stollenwerk worked as a 
civil engineering consultant for the 
firm R.A. Smith Inc. in its municipal 
services group. 
     Stollenwerk finds joy in participating 
in Adopt-A-River clean ups organized 
by Milwaukee Riverkeeper, where 
she dedicates her time to preserving 
the health of local waterways. Beyond 
her commitment to land-based 
conservation efforts, she is also a 
volunteer scuba diver at Discovery 
World.  
     Her appreciation for her community 
extends to her admiration for local 
government initiatives, recognizing 
their role in fostering sustainability 
and community resilience. 
     Stollenwerk tells us more about her 
impressions of South Milwaukee:  

•  What was your first job?  
I worked in Maggiano’s Little Italy in 
the carry-out department, making 
sure everyone’s pasta needs were 
well served. 
•  What is your favorite thing 
about working in local government?  
Local government can create  
solutions tailored to the unique 
challenges and opportunities of 
their area, fostering a sense of 
pride and ownership among  
residents. 
•  What do you love most about 
South Milwaukee?  
I really enjoy taking the dog for 
walks through Grant Park and 
checking out the lake. 

•  Describe South Milwaukee in 
three words.  
Historic, community-oriented, scenic. 
•  If you were to check out one 
book from the South Milwaukee 
Public Library, what would it be? 
“The Hotel Nantucket” by Elin  
Hilderbrand. 

 
Chris Smith: City Attorney  
City Attorney Chris Smith has been 
representing the City of South  
Milwaukee since 2016.   
     The City attorney advises and 
renders legal opinions on specific 
issues to ensure that actions taken 
by elected officials, City departments, 
and boards and commissions will 
not conflict with applicable laws 
and administrative rules. 
     What does Smith think of South 
Milwaukee?         
•  What was your first job?  
I was an ice-skating, warming house 
attendant.   
•  What is your favorite thing about 
working in local government? 
Working in local government  
allows for the best opportunity to 
make positive change for the 
people in the community. Unlike 
other levels of government, local 
government can move fast, and is 
not (or should not) be burdened 
with partisan politics.    
•  What do you love most about 
South Milwaukee?  
The Crusher statue. 
•  Describe South Milwaukee in 
three words.   
Proud, historic, tough. 
•  If you were to check out one 
book from the South Milwaukee 
Public Library, what would it be? 
“The Crusher Record Book” by 
George J. Lentz. 

ADVERTISE IN THE  
AUTUMN 2024 ISSUE OF  

BRIDGES MAGAZINE  
Reserve your ad space today  

in the Autumn issue of Bridges,  
mailed to EVERY household  

and business in the  
City of South Milwaukee.  

Bridges is the official City and  
South Milwaukee School District  

magazine. Extra copies are  
distributed to local advertisers,  
high-traffic locations and area  

realtors – more than 11,000 total 
copies mailed and distributed!   

Directly reach your target audience  
in South Milwaukee with the City’s  
official magazine. No other local  

publication has our reach!  
~

Call 414.215.7999 or email 
info@smbridgesmagazine.com 

for more information. 

Left: These three professionals have leadership positions with the City  
of South Milwaukee. From left to right: City Attorney Chris Smith, City  
Administrator Patrick Brever and City Engineer Genevieve Stollenwerk 
pose with the popular Crusher statue.  
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The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
celebrated the best downtown revitalization projects  
of 2023 at the 33rd Wisconsin Main Street Awards  
ceremony in Green Bay this past April 19. 
     South Milwaukee’s Bucyrus Commons project was 
honored for Best Revitalization Initiative for Connect 
Communities with a population over 5,000. The criteria 
for being selected required demonstrating a proactive 
approach to historic and commercial district revitalization.  
     In February 2020, the Bucyrus Foundation committed 
to a $2 million gift to the City of South Milwaukee to  
enable two projects to help transform the downtown. 
$1.5 million was dedicated to the renovation of 1919 
12th Avenue, now known as the Bucyrus Club & Event 
Center, and $500,000 was to be put toward the Bucyrus 
Commons at the corner of 11th and Madison Avenues. 
     After several stakeholder committee meetings and 
two public surveys throughout 2020 and 2021, the  
Bucyrus Commons design was finalized to include 
greenspace, an open-air pavilion, a restroom/concession 
building, a children’s digging area, and a covered 
stage. The Bucyrus Commons officially opened on  
May 21, 2023.  

     “The Bucyrus Foundation gift in 2020 served as the 
catalyst for our downtown revitalization. With their support, 
we have been able to create a five-year strategic plan 
for downtown South Milwaukee, establish grant programs 
for our small business owners, commission a community 
mural, and invest in placemaking amenities,” says 
South Milwaukee Mayor Jim Shelenske. “Thank you to 
the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation for 
this award. I am confident that South Milwaukee will 
continue to be a leader in Wisconsin when it comes to 
economic development and redevelopment.” 

Bucyrus Commons Receives Main Street Award for  
Best Revitalization Initiative

▼
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Right: Mayor Shelenske (center) accepts the City’s  
Main Street Award. On his left is former Mayor  

Dave Kieck and to his right former Mayor Erik Brooks.  



Elegant Flowers, 
Lasting Memories 

Choose Mari’s Flowers, 
Wine & Gifts  

Handcrafted with passion  
and attention to detail! 

905 Milwaukee Ave. 
South Milwaukee 
414-431-2030 

marisflowers.com

The City of South Milwaukee is seeking community feed-
back about the City. In 2016, the City of South Milwaukee 
Comprehensive + Downtown Plan Update 2035 was 
created by gathering public input, conducting research,  
analyzing data, and outlining goals and opportunities for the 
future of South Milwaukee. The purpose of a comprehensive 
plan is to identify feasible strategies and recommendations 
for cities to achieve quality-of-life goals and to guide growth.  

     To achieve this, we need your input. The City of 
South Milwaukee is hosting a public Open House on 
Wednesday, June 26, from 5 to 8 p.m. at City Hall.  
 
     During this event, you can share your opinions and 
thoughts on topics such as housing, transportation, natural 
areas, sustainability, and any other areas that you think  
are important.  
     Additionally, you can take an online survey to provide 
your feedback on South Milwaukee. Contact the South  
Milwaukee Economic Development Department for further 
input or questions.  
 
 

     TAKE OUR  
        SURVEY! 

 
 

 
 Stay informed on new businesses, events and  
happenings within the South Milwaukee business  
community. A monthly electronic newsletter was introduced 
last September, and can be emailed to your inbox at the  
beginning of each month (scan the QR code below to sign 
up). Archived issues of the newsletter are also available on 
the City’s website under “ I Want To.”  

 
SIGN UP TODAY FOR  
           THE MONTHLY  
                   BUSINESS  
            NEWSLETTER 
 

▼ South Milwaukee Comprehensive Plan 
Seeks Input

▼ Sign Up for the Monthly E-Newsletter
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Left: At the 33rd Wisconsin Main Street Awards ceremony, the 
Bucyrus Commons project was honored for Best Revitalization 
Initiative in a community with a population of more than 5,000.  
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South Milwaukee Public Library: 
Spring and Summer Programming

▼

ALL  AGES 
All Knotted Up: Fiber Arts with Friends (Ages 10+) 
First and third Monday of the month from 5 to 6:45 p.m. 
Jun. 3, Jun. 17, Jul. 1, Jul. 15, Aug. 5, Aug. 19 
Saturdays in Summer from 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
Jun. 1, Jul. 6, Aug. 3 
Drop in to the Library for our Fiber Arts Club! We open a 
space for the community to come together and visit while 
working on fiber arts projects. The Library has knitting and 
crochet needles available for checkout, plus extra yarn and 
beginner books to help you get started. There isn’t always 
someone available to teach you how to start learning a new 
hobby, but you will find a welcoming group as you begin  
your learning process or continue your project. Ages 10+ 
welcome. Ages 10-12 please bring a parent or guardian.  
No registration required. 

Free Blood Pressure Screenings 
First Friday of the month • 10-11 a.m. 
Jun. 7, Aug. 2 
Stop in to receive a free blood pressure screening from  
the South Milwaukee-St. Francis Health Department.  
No sign up required. 
 
Summer Reading 2024:  
Adventure Begins at Your Library 
Mon., Jun. 10-Sat., Aug. 10 
Adventure begins at your Library! Readers of all ages,  
birth to adult, can sign up to track their reading and enter  
for a chance to win prizes.  
     Sign up online at smlibrary.beanstack.org (or use the 
Beanstack app), or track with paper logs at the Library.  
Prize winners will be contacted after the program ends. 

ADULTS 
Blood Drives with Versiti Wisconsin 
Jun. 21, Aug. 23 • 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Walk-ins welcome. Registration encouraged. Call or  
register online on our website under “Adult Events.”  
 

Carl Bergmans and the Continental Faience & 
Tile Co. 
Thurs., Jun. 20 • 5:30 p.m. 
Delve into the history of South Milwaukee’s Continental  
Faience & Tile Company, and its legacy throughout the state 
and country today. Presented by local author and tile artist 
Ben Tyjeski. 

Explore the World with Virtual Reality 
Thurs., Jul. 11 •  5:30 p.m. 
Try out the Library’s VR headset and adventure to the Great 
Pyramids, the Taj Mahal, the Golden Gate Bridge and more. 
For adults 18+. Attendees will need to sign a waiver form to 
participate. 
TEENS 
NERF War 
Fri., Jun. 7 •  5-6 p.m. (after hours!) 
Kick off Summer Reading by jumping into a tornado of foam! 
SMPL has teamed up with Milwaukee Nerf Wars to bring 
NERF combat to the Library. Sign up for summer reading, 
grab a blaster (or bring your own) and do battle amongst the 
stacks. For ages 12-19. 

Grant Park Hike 
June 20 • 4-5:30 p.m. 
Enjoy the beauty of Grant Park and some Insta-worthy selfie 
moments. Meet at Area 5 for a hike guided by the Friends  
of Grant Park. Registration required – please wear  
comfortable shoes. For ages 12-19. 
 
Teen Anime Evenings 
June 27, July 25, Aug. 22 • 4-6 p.m. 
Enjoy anime and snacks at the Library! For ages 12-19. 

Cosplay Ducks 
Thurs., Aug. 1 • 4-5 p.m. 
Ducks and cosplay? Who could have guessed they made 
such an incredible pair? We’ll use paint, markers, and other 
craft supplies to bring our favorite fandoms to life! For ages 
12-19. 
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KIDS 
STEAM Club 
Mondays: Jun. 17, Jul. 8, Jul. 22 •  4 to 5 p.m. 
Join us for a science-themed activity! Recommended for 
kids ages 4-12. 

Music and Movement 
Wednesdays: Jun. 12- Aug. 7 • 10 a.m. 
Join us each Wednesday for a lively music and move-
ment program! Recommended for kids ages 0-3. Older 
siblings are always welcome! 

LEGO Club 
Thursdays: Jun. 20, Jul. 18, Aug. 15 •  4-5 p.m. 
Join us at the library for LEGO Club! For kids ages 5-12. 

Projector Playtime 
Fridays: Jun. 14-Aug. 9 • 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Play with our new interactive projector at the Library! 

Racine Zoo 
Tues., Jun. 11 at 10 a.m. 
Join us as we welcome a visit from the Racine Zoo!  
Learn about the animals they will be bringing with them. 
For families with kids of all ages.  

Steve Girman 
Tues., Jun. 18 • 10 a.m. 
Join us as we welcome storyteller, juggler and musician 
Steve Girman! For families with kids of all ages.  

Magician Glen Gerald 
Tues., Jun. 25 • 10 a.m. 
Join us as we welcome magician Glen Gerald! For 
families with kids of all ages. 

Fourth of July Storytime & Crafts 
Tues., Jul. 2 • 10 a.m. 
Join us for Fourth of July-themed stories, activities and 
crafts! For families with kids ages 0-10.  

Illusionist Ardan James 
Tues., Jul. 9 • 10 a.m. 
Join us as we welcome illusionist Ardan James! For families 
with kids of all ages.  

Summer Programs TBD 
Tues., Jul. 16, Jul. 23, Jul. 30, Aug. 6 • 10 a.m.  
SUPPORT THE LIBRARY! 
Friends of the Library Member Meetings 
Members of the Friends of the Library have regular  
meetings to discuss fundraising, events, volunteer  
organization, promotion, officer appointment and other 
agenda items. Check the Library website for the next  
meeting date. For more information on the Friends or  
how to get involved, please contact the Friends at  
friendsofsmkepl@gmail.com. 

Where Art Meets Fashion! 
 
 

Featuring  
jewelry, wearables 

and decorative  
accessories!

Discover the Historic  
Downtown Business District in  

GREENDALE, WIS. 
Only 10 minutes from St. Francis!

GALLERIA GREENDALE 
5640 Parking Street • Greendale 

414-344-8244 • galleriagreendale.com 
OPEN M-F 11:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M. • SAT. 10 A.M.-3 P.M. • SUN. CLOSED

ORIGINAL 
AND UNIQUE 
GIFTS ...plus, 
ART-TO-WEAR!
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STAY SAFE: PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST SCAMMERS! ▼

There has been an increase in the number of 
“scammers” out there, trying to trick you into giving them 
money in a variety of ways. Scammers will pretend to be 
from an organization you know and trust, like the Social 
Security Administration, Police Department or Medicare – 
or they will make up something sounding official. They will 
also use advanced technology, so the number they are 
calling from appears to be legitimate when using caller ID. 
      Scammers will tell you there is an emergency or 
problem, or that you have won a prize. They 
will then pressure you to act immediately – 
they want you to act before you think. They 
will threaten to arrest you, embarrass you or 
take away something valuable. 
      Often scammers insist you can only  
pay with crypto currency or gift cards. Some 
scammers will even send you a fake check, 
that you are supposed to deposit and then 
send them the money. 

Tips for Avoiding Scams  
• Block unwanted calls and text messages.   
• Don’t give your personal financial information in  

response to a request for this info; these people called 
YOU. Honest organizations won’t ask you for your 
bank account info or social security number. 

• If you receive an email, call or text from what appears 
to be a company you do business with, look up their 
number from a trusted website and call them back.   

• Resist the pressure to act immediately.   
• Reputable businesses won’t ask for 

crypto currency, gift cards, payment apps 
or money orders. 

• Proceed with caution. Stop and talk with 
someone you trust – family, friends or 
neighbors can help you realize that  
someone is trying to scam you. 

     Think responsibly, and don’t fall for the 
scams that are circulating online or on  
the phone today.     
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Hmmm ... What’s This All About? 
STAY TUNED! 

Bucyrus Civic Grant Program Awards Benefit City Projects ▼

In May 2024, the Common Council had the opportunity 
to support five exciting projects totaling $50,000 as part 
of the Bucyrus Civic Grants Program and the Civic 
Grants Commission.  
     For 2024, the Civic Grants Commission and the  
Common Council approved the following wonderful  
projects: 

• $2,000 for Friends of Mill Pond  Adding an  
informational kiosk near the Oak Creek Parkway  
Warming House to share educational information, 
events and Warming House photos. 

• $22,000 for ArtWorks  Supporting the artist’s 
professional services and materials for a beautiful new 
mural on the west side of 907 Milwaukee Avenue. 

• $13,600 for Friends of the Library  Add improvements 
to the Children's Area at the South Milwaukee Public  
Library by adding child-appropriate tablets, comfy 
lounge sofas and child-sized workspaces.  

• $1,000 for South Milwaukee Historical Society  
Adding a laptop and printer for everyone to use and 
search for ancestry and historical data.  

• $11,400 for Warm Up South Milwaukee The purchase 
of three defibrillators along with training, plus creating a 
winter coat program by getting new coats for local  
elementary schools. 
  

     Pictured here are images from one of the projects 
awarded in 2023 at the South Milwaukee Public Library. 
The Library added a children’s interactive projection  
system and a small computer lab for public use. This  
new computer lab also houses the Recollection Wisconsin  
collection and our South Milwaukee/Local History  
collection, as well.



▼ Business Spotlight: South Milwaukee Sausage & Meats 

Small-Batch and Hand-Crafted – Bringing the Best of  
An Old-Fashioned Butcher Shop to South Milwaukee 
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S ummer has arrived ... and with it comes all of our  
favorite activities – warmer, longer days, visiting the beach, 
riding your bike, and going to the pool and park. Plus, one 
extra pastime is a big part of the summer experience – and 
that is grilling out! Ah, the sweet aroma of burgers, brats 
and sausages cooking on a hot grill! And now South  
Milwaukee has its very own source for the best grilling 
meats on the southside: South Milwaukee Sausage & Meats!  
     This charming butcher shop at 1200 Milwaukee Avenue 
in the City’s revitalized downtown area is housed in a historic 
building that pays homage to one of the businesses that 
came before it (see photo on adjacent page). Just think of 
those old-time butcher shops of the past, where mom and 
pop ordered directly from the man who then cut, trimmed 
and packaged your order! Now meet Michael “Doc” Donnell 
(“Doc” is a nickname going back to high school thanks to his 
M.D. initials), the talented resident butcher, who believes 
that unparalleled customer service is equally as important 
as product quality. 
     But first let’s talk about those quality meat products you 
are going to find at South Milwaukee Sausage & Meats 
(SM-X2). Doc prides himself in offering small batch, hand- 
crafted sausages, burgers and marinated meats. There are 
hand-carved cuts of beef, pork and chicken, along with 
bulk ground meats (ground round, chuck, turkey and pork). 
Some are available in bulk, and others are cryo-packed 
and stored in the shop’s refrigerator and freezer cases for 
easy customer access.  
     There is also a rotating selection of semi-prepared, 

ready-to-cook items like marinated meats, appetizers and 
prepared items including stuffed peppers, skewered meats, 
stuffed chicken breasts and stuffed pork roast medallions.    
     Hands down, Doc’s most popular products are his 
homemade sausages. With more than 50 recipes in his 
collection, with new options always popping up, there is 
something for everyone’s palate. Consider the “Al Capone” 
Italian sausage, “Hot Bronson” Polish sausage, and 
“Crusher” or “Windy City” brats for starters. According to 
Doc, “Customers are always making suggestions for 
new burgers and new sausages,” he says. “And I love 
the challenge of creating something new. It seems that 
everything new that I make becomes another hit,” Doc 
proudly reports.  
     The store is quickly becoming well-known outside of 
South Milwaukee. “We were featured at the Harley- 
Davidson Museum restaurant (Motor) for the month of 
April with two custom sausages, and Bacon Fest in  
February at Potawatami Bingo Casino. Most of the 
events we participate in are local, but our circle of  
influence continues to grow, and the butcher shop is 
really becoming a destination for meat lovers,” Doc adds. 
     As Doc explains, he encourages folks to call ahead if 
they have a specific request or are looking for something 
special. The butcher shop works with a small crew, and 
with the demand getting higher, it’s best to make a 
phone call to find out what’s currently available and 
place an order. Doc is happy to honor requests for larger 
meat orders or custom cuts with enough advance notice.  
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Left: South Milwaukee Sausage & 
Meats offers a sparkling clean  
environment sporting cases loaded 
with a variety of meat products.  
 
Right: You can’t miss South Milwaukee 

Sausage & Meats on Milwaukee Avenue – 
just look for the large logo on the  

building’s window. 

     The story about how Doc decided to become a 
butcher is a fascinating one. His journey began in high 
school when he was looking for a job and landed a position 
in the meat department at Pick ‘N Save. “It looked like 
the team there was having a lot of fun and it didn’t seem 
like work at all,” he remembers. Before long, he was 
being trained on the band saw, and with the skills he 
learned there, he moved on to Sendik’s Food Markets 
where he worked for an impressive 17 years.   
     After Sendik’s, he moved on to Kettle Range Meats,  
a smaller operation in Milwaukee, also known for its 
high-quality meats. Although Doc’s dream has always 
been to earn his designation as a “master butcher,” much 
of the training to be a butcher is based on hands-on  
experience, He is fulfilling that dream this year by enrolling 
in the master meat crafter program through UW-Madison’s 
meat science and animal biologics lab.  
      With more than two decades of experience under  
his belt, Doc felt it was time to take the advise of business 

partners Deb Guse, 
Tom Kubusek, 
Tom Schissel and 
Randy Kossow, 
who had been  
urging him for 
years to join  
them in opening  
a hometown 
butcher shop.  
     Together,  
the partners  
purchased the 
1200 South  
Milwaukee building 
and opened the 
new butcher shop 
in 2021.  

     Doc readily 
admits that he 
loves being a 
butcher – and 
LOVES having  
a business in 
South Milwaukee. 
“When a  
customer walks 
into your store, 
they are choosing 
YOUR product 
to share with 
their family. When it’s a community doing this with you, 
the feeling becomes overwhelmingly positive,” Doc  
says enthusiastically. “We love South Milwaukee – with 
its hometown pride, the community has been very kind 
to us. Lots has been happening in the development of 
downtown, and with South Milwaukee in our name, we 
participate in every event that happens in the community.”  
    Be sure ask questions when you step inside South 
Milwaukee Sausage & Meats. The staff here is eager to 
provide a friendly environment and engage customers in 
lively conversation. “We want our customers to get  
excited about our craft and what we do,” explains Doc. 
“We want to be THEIR butcher shop!”  
     This summer, make South Milwaukee Sausage & 
Meats your #1 stop for quality meats and uncompromised 
service. Place your order and fire up that grill for an 
amazing outdoor cooking experience. Afterall, with 17 
nominations for “Best of Milwaukee” (Shepherd Express),  
Doc will be looking forward to helping with your selection! 

South Milwaukee Sausage & Meats 
1200 Milwaukee Ave., South Milwaukee  
414-308-7328 • sm-x2.com 
Hours: Mon.-Tues. Closed • Wed-Sat. 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
Sun.  8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Above: When renovating the building, Doc  
discovered these signs behind the old  
siding from a previous pharmacy that had 
been housed there. He had the sign  
refurbished to keep alive the history of 
1200 Milwaukee Street. 

Doc shows off his soon-to-be famous 
sausage – the number-one seller in the 
butcher shop!
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Important News from the  
South-Milwaukee-St. Francis Health Department
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2

5

Summer’s Here ... Are You Ready?  
Our vibrant City is ready to welcome the best season of the year 
with open arms! First, see what’s been happening lately in South 
Milwaukee. Then, check off all the events on the following page that 
you are not going to want to miss this season with so much going 
on. Get ready for a super summer in your favorite town!   

3

4

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE CITY OF SOUTH MILWAUKEE

1

1. The Downtown Market kicks off on Thursday, June 6, with plenty of live music 
to enjoy for the second year in its new Bucyrus Commons home! 2. Michael 
“Doc” Donnell is the talented butcher behind South Milwaukee Sausage & Meats 
at 1200 Milwaukee Street. This small-craft butcher shop offers the best in cus-
tomer service as well as quality meat products (see pg. 24). 3. K9 Rocket paid a 
visit to Lakeview Elementary School with his partner Office Edwards from the 
South Milwaukee Police Department. Rocket’s cost was partially underwritten by 
the fundraising efforts of all four South Milwaukee Elementary Schools whose stu-
dents had a “penny war” to collect funds.  4. The South Milwaukee Performing 
Arts Center is celebrating its 20th anniversary (see more on pg. 12).  5. The 
Thursday Downtown Market from 3-7 p.m. offers the area’s best fresh produce 
and homemade products, plus creative works by talented artisans.  
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Special events and activities are subject to change.  
Please call ahead or visit digital platforms to confirm dates and times. 

MAY  
• Mon., May 27: Memorial Day All City Departments closed 
and No School for South Milwaukee Public Schools 
• Wed., May 29: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
2024-2025 Season Preview, 6:30 p.m. 
 
JUNE 
• Sun., June 2: Powder Puff Football Game, 7 p.m. (all  
proceeds go toward the Albert Nazifi football scholarship) 
• Tue., June 4: 5th Grade Recognition, 6-7 p.m. 
• Wed., June 5: 8th Grade Graduation, time?  
• Thur., June 6: High School Graduation, 7-9 p.m.  
• Thur., June 6: Opening Day South Milwaukee  
Downtown Market, 3-7 p.m. Every Thursday until Oct. 10.  
• Fri., June 7: Last Day of School 
• Wed., June 12: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center  
Presents “Po’ Boys” (Classic Cajun Sound),  time?  
Willowcrest Care Center 
• Thur., June 13: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
Presents “Reverend Raven,” 5-7 p.m. 
South Milwaukee Downtown Market 
• Fri, June 14: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
Hosts “AbbaFab,” 8 p.m. Presented by Entertainment Events 
• Tue., June 18: First Day of Summer School 
• Sat., June 22: South Milwaukee Garden Club and  
Historical Society Garden Tour, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• Sun., June 23: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
Hosts “Late Night Catechism,” 3 p.m. Presented by  
Entertainment Events 
 
JULY  
• Thur., July 4: Independence Day Celebration and  
Fireworks, 10 am. Fireworks at dusk. 
• Sat., July 13: SMYT Juniors Present “Willy Wonka, Kids,” 
1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
• Mon., July 15: Annual Update (through Infinite Campus for 
school enrollment) 
• Thur., July 18: South Milwaukee Performing Arts  
Center Presents “Larry Lynne & The Decades Band,”  
5-7 p.m. South Milwaukee Downtown Market 
• Fri., July 19: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center  
Presents “Bamboo Babies” (Vintage Hawaiian Vibes), time? 
Oak Creek Place 
• Sun., July 21: Friends of Grant Park Art Fair, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• Mon., July 22-Sun., July 28: Heritage Week  
• Mon., July 22: D.A.R.E. Golf Outing, 8 a.m. Grant Park  
• Tue., July 23: Veterans Appreciation Day at Molthen Bell, 
700 Milwaukee, 5-7 p.m. 
• Wed., July 24: South Milwaukee Fire Department Brat Fry, 
4-7 p.m. South Milwaukee Fire Station 
• Thur., July 25: Last Day of Summer School 

• Thur., July 25: Evening at the Bucyrus Commons, 3-7 p.m.  
• Fri., July 26: Car Cruise, 4-11 p.m. 
• Fri.-Sun., July 26-28: LionsFest 16th and Rawson (see pg. 
14)  
• Fri., July 26: SMYT Seniors Present “Beauty and the 
Beast, Jr.,” 7 p.m.  Where? 
• Sat., July 27: Heritage Days Parade, 11 a.m.. 
• Sat., July 27: The Great Duck Race, 1 p.m. 
• Sat., July 27: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center  
Presents “Big Style Brass,” 12-3 p.m. South Milwaukee 
LionsFest 
• Sat., July 27: SMYT Seniors Present “Beauty and the 
Beast, Jr.,” 7 p.m.  Where? 
• Sun., July 28: SMYT Seniors Present “Beauty and the 
Beast, Jr.,” 2 p.m.  Where? 
 
AUGUST  
• Mon., Aug. 5: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
Presents “Joe & Jordan Bluegrass Duo” (Bluegrass), Howard 
Village  Time? 
• Tue., Aug 6: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
presents “Steve Peplin Trio” (Jazz Standards), Time? 
The Waters   
• Thur., Aug. 8: Community Night Out, 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
• Sat., Aug. 17: Movie Night at Bucyrus Commons,  
Fun at 5 p.m., Movie at 8 p.m. 
• Thur., Aug. 22: Car Show at Downtown Market, 3-7 p.m. 
• Sat., Aug. 26: Cheaterama Car Show, 9 a.m. lineup,  
12 p.m. show. 
 
SEPTEMBER  
• Mon., Sept. 2: Labor Day All City Offices Closed 
• Tue. Sept. 3: First Day of School 
• Thur., Sept. 5: Home Football Game, 7 p.m. 
• Sat., Sept. 7: Open Doors, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Explore the City! 
• Thur., Sept.12: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center 
Presents “The Sensations,” 5-7 p.m. South Milwaukee 
Downtown Market  
• Fri., Sept. 20: “Chip for the Arts” Golf Outing, 8 a.m.  
To Benefit South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, Grant Park  
• Thur., Sept. 26: Homecoming Parade/Pep Rally/ 
Bonfire, 6 p.m. 
• Thur., Sept. 26: Fall Family Festival at the Downtown  
Market, 3-7 p.m. 
• Fri., Sept. 27: Homecoming Football Game, 7 p.m. 
 
OCTOBER  
• Oct. 11: Home Football Game, 7 p.m. 
• Sat., Oct. 19: Family Halloween Event at Bucyrus  
Commons, 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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