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Write a poem about 
your family. Try a 
haiku, acrostic, or 

limerick!

Read a chapter 
outside with your 

family. 

Get your whole 
family to read 

together in your 
pajamas!

Design a new cover
for the book.

Make bookmarks
together!

bit.ly/diybmarx

Build a reading
fort together!

bit.ly/readfort

Make a list of new 
words you discover 

while reading 
together and learn 
their definitions.

Share a picture of
your family reading 
with @readtothem.

Write a book review 
of Ways to Make 

Sunshine  for your 
teacher or school 

librarian.

Use the Connection 
Guide to tell the 

author that you’re 
reading Ways to 
Make Sunshine!

Learn 3 new facts 
about Oregon, the 
setting of Ways to 

Make Sunshine.

Play your favorite 
songs and have a 

family dance party.

Write a letter to 
one of the 

characters in
the book.

Draw your 
dream car. 

Play Rock Paper 
Scissors.

Hot Seat!
Pretend to be a 
character from

the book and
let someone 

interview you.

Try a new recipe 
together. 

Create a scrapbook 
page profile of one 
of the characters 

from the book.

Find a cookbook at 
your local public 

library.

Have some ice 
cream together.

Play charades!
Reenact a scene 
from the book 
without using 

words.

Find a quote in the 
book that’s worth 

sharing. Put it on a 
banner, poster, or 

t-shirt!

Try out one of the 
activities in the

Family Fun Packet.

Check out the 
Digital Resource Hub 











Connect with Read to Them
Hashtags: #ReadtoThem, #1School1Book, #1District1Book

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, & Pinterest: @readtothem
Email: programs@readtothem.org

Website: www.readtothem.org/

Connect with the publisher, Bloomsbury Children’s Books
Twitter: @BloomsburyPub

Facebook: @BloomsburyUSA
Instagram : @bloomsburypublishing

Website: www.bloomsbury.com/us/childrens

Connect with author Renée Watson
Twitter: @reneewauthor

Facebook: @renee.Watson.5832
Instagram: @harlemportland

Website: www.reneewatson.net

Connect with illustrator Nina Mata
Twitter: @msbeautifique

Facebook: @beautifique
Instagram: @ninabonina

Website: www.beautifique.org



Other books written by Renée Watson:
• Harlem’s Little Blackbird
• Piecing Me Together
• A Place Where Hurricanes Happen
• Some Places More Than Others
• Ways to Grow Love (sequel)
• What Momma Left Me

Picture books with similar themes:
• Yard Sale – Eve Bunting
• When Times Are Tough – Yanitzia Canetti
• Not Quite Snow White – Ashley Franklin
• Tía Isa Wants a Car – Meg Medina
• How to Feed Your Parents – Ryan Miller
• Thunder Cake – Patricia Polacco
• Amy Wu and the Perfect Bao – Kat Zhang

If you loved Ways to Make Sunshine, here are some other books your family might enjoy reading together…

Novels with similar themes:
• Krista Kim-Bap – Angela Ahn
• Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great – Judy Blume
• Ramona and Her Mother – Beverly Cleary
• Vilonia Beebe Takes Charge – Kristin L. Gray
• Lights, Camera, Cook! – Charise Mericle Harper
• Eggs Over Evie – Alison Jackson
• Stand Up, Yumi Chung! – Jessica Kim
• Midsummer’s Mayhem – Rajani LaRocca
• The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher – Dana Alison Levy
• Something to Say –Lisa Moore Ramée
• Roll with It – Jamie Sumner
• Keena Ford and the Secret Journal Mix-Up – Melissa Thomson
• Stef Soto, Taco Queen – Jennifer Torres
• Pie – Sara Weeks
• A Long Line of Cakes – Deborah Wiles
• P.S. Be Eleven – Rita Williams-Garcia


