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¡Que Viva La Vida! 
The life of Señor Cruz
by Emma Talkoff, Reprinted from the Tam News

Almost half a century ago, a young man and his family received a 
massive stroke of luck: despite limited English, they were granted 
visas into the United States. On the edge of one of the biggest      
transitions in his life, the Bogotá, Colombia native sought financial 
stability, a chance at a higher education, and, he said, “like every  
other human being—to look for adventure.” 

Now, after several turbulent and auspicious decades in the United 
States, Señor Fernando Cruz faces another shift in perspective.      
Having spent 20 years at Tam as a Spanish teacher imparting wisdom 
and cultivating respect from students, Cruz is now preparing for  
what he considers to be the most difficult moment of his teaching 
career: retirement. Continued on page 2
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FAREWELL THOUGHTS: KATHY O’BRIEN
Visual Arts Ceramics teacher, Kathy O’Brien is retiring after more than 20 years at Tam. During 
that time, Kathy has risen to the challenge of many moves around campus, including teaching 
in the student center, as well as teaching under nine different principals. She is proud of 
her students, many of whom have been awarded honors such Best in Show and who have 
continued on after Tam to attend great colleges to study art. As department chair for a dozen 
years, she is most proud of developing Tam’s sequential program in the arts where students 
could work in a rich learning environment and create long-term bonds. The opportunity to 
have a four-year program created the feeling of family. Every year, she hated to see students, 
part of the family, graduate and leave the program. She remarked that “Tam felt like such a very 
special place.” 

Kathy will miss her colleagues, the kids and working in a great studio. She wants to thank the 
Tam High Foundation and PATH for all their support funding the Fine Arts. After leaving us, 
Kathy wants to be more involved in her daughter Emily’s school. She also plans to travel, work 
in the garden, renovate her house and work on her own art. We will miss her dry humor and 
historic knowledge of the ins and outs of Tam life.



2   T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y   J U N  1 2

continued from cover

Cruz’s passion for teaching emerged long before his arrival at Tam, and 
in fact before his own education commenced. “I was three years old, per-
haps four, and my grandmother took care of me, so in order to amuse her 
I used to pick up papers and read to her,” said Cruz. “Of course, I was not 
reading, I was making things up; in fact, the newspapers half of the time 
were upside down. But she paid attention to me, and I didn’t know why.” 
As Cruz began attending primary school in a one-room schoolhouse 
where a single teacher instructed the entire student body, he continued 
to share his love of reading with his grandmother and aunts—and soon, 
he wasn’t just pretending. “Everything that I learned, I passed along to 
my grandmother. I became their 
favorite grandson against my broth-
ers and sisters, who didn’t realize 
how come I was the chosen one,” 
said Cruz. Eventually, Cruz came to a 
life-changing realization: “Unknown 
to me, all those years, I was teaching 
my grandmother how to read. I was 
able to read and they weren’t. So I 
could navigate with them and was 
given preferential treatment.”

The idea that teaching others could 
lead to a better life for himself and 
his family has stayed with him to 
this day. “The idea is still there, that I 
was the chosen one. Not because I 
was better; because I simply taught 
my grandmother. And that’s how 
the teaching passion began,” he said.

Although the seeds of his teaching 
zeal were planted early, it would not 
be for several decades and follow-
ing a variety of careers before Cruz 
was able to realize his passion. After 
attending primary school in Bogotá, 
Cruz was accepted into an exclusive, 
nationally ranked high school. But 
financial difficulties forced him to transfer to a military school, which he 
attended for three years. Cruz, then the equivalent of a college freshman, 
was forced to temporarily abandon his education in favor of getting a 
job at a bank. Entering the bank as a runner, Cruz delivered mail, carried 
messages, and carried out small errands— “really the lowest possible job 
I was able to get.” From there, he worked his way up through the ranks 
and eventually became a teller supervisor. While working, Cruz took out a 
loan from the bank in order to finish building a house that his father had 
started, but when the family was unable to pay back the loan, the family 
decided to emigrate.

Although he was not able to immediately pursue the life that he hoped 
for in America, Cruz experienced improvements directly after the move. 
Working in Connecticut as a turret lathe operator for a metalworking 

company, Cruz made $1.25 an hour— “the equivalent of three days of 
work in my former country.”

In 1973, Cruz enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. Although he never served in 
Vietnam, he “was in the midst of” the conflict, and is considered a Vietnam 
veteran. In the Air Force, Cruz was finally able to take the first steps 
towards what would eventually become his true calling—teaching. Cruz 
became an education specialist and continued his own education on 
government scholarship at East Carolina University, where he designed 
his own major. “The translation from the lingo that the university chose is 

‘how to teach,’” said Cruz. “Not 
teaching Spanish, but how to 
teach anything.”

In his 20 years at Tam, Cruz has 
observed many changes, from 
extensive modernization and 
renovation of a once “dilapi-
dated, bandaged” campus, to a 
major expansion in girls sports. 
Cruz himself is a former Tam 
girls soccer coach, and in 1998 
led the team to then unprec-
edented victory at North Coast 
Sectionals. But by far his favor-
ite experience through two 
decades of teaching at Tam 
has been just that—teaching. 
He’s held a wide variety of 
careers and traveled the world, 
but Cruz’s passion for teach-
ing has remained the central 
aspect of his life. “I’ve taught at 
the university level; I’ve taught 
at the high school level; I’ve 
taught at the community col-
lege level,” said Cruz, “so to me 
it has been the greatest job 
ever. Really, teaching was never 

my profession. Teaching was, and is, my vocation.”

Through strict policies and a rigid classroom routine, Señor Cruz has built 
a distinct reputation at Tam. As sophomore Markita Schulman put it, 
“Initially, Señor Cruz is really scary. It takes a little getting used to, to figure 
out what he expects.” But although some students complain about hav-
ing to line up in the hallway before each class and participating in daily 
“Qué pasó en la última clase?” exercises, in which students are randomly 
selected by his computer “Paco” to come to the front of the classroom 
and retell what happened in the previous class, Cruz maintains that these 
routines are essential to his teaching philosophy. “I can see the level of 
speaking ability, comprehension, as well as the students being able to 
be in front of an audience,” said Cruz of the “Qué pasó?” exercise. “That is a 
trademark of my teaching style.”

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Cruz at the boarder marker between Kenya and Tanzania in 2004. Courtesy of F. Cruz 
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Sophomore and Spanish 5/6 student Bryce Killingsworth agreed that 
Cruz’s methods are “very structured,” and can be difficult, but said that 
his guidelines help him learn. “The format of his class makes it easier to 
remember topics,” said Killingsworth. “At first it seems like it wouldn’t be, 
but actually being more strict makes it easier to learn.”

Sophomore and AP Spanish Literature student August Kiles had similar 
feelings about Cruz’s class. “It’s really good for learning,” said Kiles of Cruz’s 
teaching style, adding that Cruz “gets down to business.”

Cruz said that his beliefs about teaching can be boiled down to three 
words: “respect, trust, and communication.” With these aims in mind, he 
strives to create an engaging and rigorous learning environment for all 
students. Cruz views his students as if they were “my own sons 

or daughters,” he said. “Then, in turn, the students must do the same: 
respect me. Standards are given the very first day. They are explained to 
all the students regardless of their age or grade, and they have to follow 
them.”

Students like Kiles have certainly noticed the high levels of respect that 
Cruz requires from, and gives to, his students. “He does demand respect 
from students, which I think more teachers should do,” said Kiles. He went 
on to say that Spanish with Señor Cruz was “challenging,” but that, by 
working hard and honoring classroom expectations, “you always come 
out of it OK.”

Schulman agreed. “In other classes the standards aren’t as high,” she said. 
But the payoff can make a more structured class worth the effort. “I think 
I learned more in Spanish this year than in my three previous years of 
Spanish combined,” said Schulman. “I’m very ready for [Spanish] 7/8.”

Although Cruz is known as a strict teacher, because of the policies he 
institutes and the respect that he fosters in his classroom, he said that 
disorder is rarely a problem. “Once [classroom policy] is established, and 
I treat the students the same way, I never have any discipline problems,” 
he said. “When we have fun, we have fun, when we talk, we talk, when we 
need to be silent, we need to be silent.” Schulman agreed. “With Señor it’s 
like we’re learning and being all intense, and then he’s like, ‘let’s dance!’” 
she said.

Now, facing the end of his career at Tam, Cruz is 
reluctant to give up what he sees as the job of a 
lifetime. But he also has some ambitious plans for 
the future, and is looking forward to the next chap-
ter in his life. “To me, teaching has been my life ever 
since I can remember, and now that I’m approaching  
retirement, I feel very sad that I have to let go of that 
part of my life, because I am at the top of my game,” 
he said. “But I would like to do something else.”

So what does the future hold for one of Tam’s most 
well-known and respected teachers? Cruz says that  

his list of plans for years to come “is very long,” and includes a variety of 
creative careers that will play on his strengths as a teacher and Spanish 
speaker. Cruz would like to establish a travel company aimed at students 
studying a foreign language abroad, or offer his services as a tour guide 
to Spanish-speaking visitors to the Bay Area. He’s also considering learn-
ing how to do basic income taxes for local Spanish-speaking residents, 
and may even “throw my hat into politics” and run for the Tamalpais 
Union High School Board so that he “could offer my input as far as how 
to improve the well-being and success, both academically and socially, of 
the student population.”

Perhaps most interestingly, Cruz hopes to hire an agent in Los Angeles 
and eventually become “the official announcer of all the movie trailers in 
Spanish in the whole world.” Previously, Cruz created a radio program in 
which he taught beginning Spanish to thousands of students live over 
the air, and hopes to parlay his success in that field to future voiceover 
work. He also will be managing properties owned by his family in Texas 
and Florida.

Despite a future seemingly full of possibilities, Cruz said that he will very 
much miss Tam and his life here. “I will miss everything,” said Cruz of Tam. 
But he will miss “interactions with students” the most.

Spanish students at Tam have long been aware of Cruz’s passion for 
teaching, and experienced it in their classes. Kiles reported hearing once 
that Cruz would be willing to teach for free, and he believes it. “He’s not 
only a great teacher, but an amazing person,” said Kiles.

Schulman also noted Cruz’s dedication to his job. “He cares so much that 
you have to put all of yourself into his class,” she said.

Cruz leaves behind a 20-year legacy of zealous teaching, love of language, 
and unique classroom management at Tam, but said that his advice to 
future students is simple—and it’s something that most already know, 
even if they don’t practice it. “My advice to students is patience. Patience 
happens to be the mother of all virtues.” And, as Cruz frequently likes to 
tell his students: “Patience is like the roots of a tree with very sour roots 
but very sweet fruits.”

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Cruz leads Tam students through Barcelona. 
Photo credit: McCall Hoyt



4   T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y   J U N  1 2

 

T A M  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Principal’s Message
by Tom Drescher, Principal

Some highlights as the second semester 

winds down:

We have received great feedback from 

parents of sophomores ending their second 

year of CORE program participation. Having 

the same teachers for two years in a row 

has benefitted our students in a variety of 

ways, including building trust and relation-

ships with teachers and fellow students, and 

overall skill improvement. As one teacher 

remarked, “I have seen tremendous growth 

in my students that I never saw before when 

having kids for only one year.”

More than 50 global studies students trav-

eled to France, Spain, Italy, and the UK in 

April and came back with a new perspective. 

I really enjoyed my time with the students in 

France and Spain, snowball fight and all.

Our parent-community-based Drug and 

Alcohol Task Force, which was formed earlier 

this semester, is actively working on recom-

mendations that should be implemented for 

our next school year.

What an incredible season it’s been for our 

athletic teams! Boys’ Swimming earned their 

4th MCAL pennant in a row; both Track and 

Field teams won MCAL championship titles 

for the first time since 1983; Girls’ Softball tied 

for the #1 team in MCALs and continue on 

to NCS; Girls’ Soccer won the first round of 

NCS playoffs; Boys’ Tennis were #2 in MCALs 

and made it to the semifinals; our baseball 

team defeated Redwood in MCAL playoffs 

and is headed to the semifinals; and the Boys’ 

Lacrosse team won their first NCS round.

College decisions are almost finalized and it’s 

a wonderful validation of our public school 

education that Tam students are accepted 

to such a variety of excellent schools and 

programs. Oh, the places they’ll go!

We are in the home stretch; keep your eye on 

the goal and finish strong!

 FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE
Week of JUNE 4-8, 2012

Monday, June 4:

1st period 	 8:00-9:10

Break 		  9:10-9:25

2nd period 	 9:35-10:45

Lunch 		  10:45-11:30

3rd period 	 11:40-12:50

Break 		  12:50-1:05

4th period 	 1:15-2:25

Tuesday, June 5:

1st period 	 8:00-10:00 (final)

Break 		  10:00-10:05

5th period 	 10:15-11:25

Lunch 		  11:25-12:10

6th period 	 12:10-1:20

7th period 	 1:35-2:45

Wednesday, June 6:

2nd period 	 8:00-10:00*

Break 		  10:00-10:15

3rd period 	 10:25-12:25

Thursday, June 7:

4th period 	 8:00-10:00

Break 		  10:00-10:15

5th period 	 10:25-12:25

Friday, June 8:

6th period 	 8:00-10:00*

Break 		  10:00-10:15

7th period 	 10:25-12:25

*Bulletin read

Tam High Graduation Ceremony 
on June 8 in Mead Theatre
Do you have a senior who will be graduating this year? The Tam tradition is to start the ceremony 
promptly at 6 pm in Mead Theater, the amphitheatre at the back of the campus. Everyone needs 
a ticket to attend, and tickets will be given out only to seniors at the breakfast on June 8. This year, 
each senior will receive six tickets. The ceremony typically lasts one hour, and is followed by an 
optional reception in the Student Center. Most activity on campus will be over by 8 pm.

Please be aware that the entrance to all seating, except for guests in wheelchairs and their             
attendants, is from the top of Mead Theater.  Allow enough time to park and walk into Mead      
Theater from the area behind the ceramics building, or have a driver drop off guests at the top       
of Mead on the Homestead Avenue entrance.  

Guests in wheelchairs: ONLY those in a wheelchair or their attendants may enter from the bottom 
of Mead. There is space at the edge of the stage for eight guests with wheelchairs, and one atten-
dant may sit directly behind each person in a wheelchair. A reservation is required for a wheelchair 
space.

For guests who have difficulty walking: There is a section at the top of Mead Theater that is reserved 
for those with limited mobility. These guests may be dropped off at the top of Mead Theater via the 
Homestead Avenue entrance just past Benefield Hall. Please note that there are a few steps from 
the road to this section.  

To reserve a space in either the wheelchair or limited mobility section, please call the Assistant 
Principals’ Office at 380-3512 before June 1.
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SENIOR WEEK SCHEDULE - 2012
Tuesday, June 5th: Senior Trip - Great America (optional)

Meet in the front drop off at 8:30 to board busses. Don’t forget your signed permission 
slip!  We will leave Great America at 3:30 and arrive at Tam at approximately 5:00 pm.  
Tickets are $45 and can be purchased in the budget office through Tuesday, May 29th. 
 

Wednesday, June 6th: Senior Check-Out Day
Check out between 9:30 and 11:30 in Ruby Scott Gym according to your assigned 
Counselor.  Bring your Senior Check-Out form! 

•	 Alex Hunt – Check out between 9:30 and 10:00. Arrive at 9:30 sharp.
•	 Grace Aviles – Check out between 10:00 and 10:30. Arrive at 10:00 sharp.
•	 Sarah Gordon – Check out between 10:30 and 11:00. Arrive at 10:30 sharp.
•	 Evelyn Dorsett – Check out between 11:00 and 11:30. Arrive at 11:00 sharp.

Graduation Practice: 12:30, sharp at Mead

Thursday, June 7th: Games on the Field and BBQ
Arrive at Chapman Football Field at 9:30 for games and a BBQ at 11:30.

	 Graduation Practice: 12:30, sharp at Mead

Friday, June 8th: Senior Breakfast and Awards
Arrive at the Student Center at 9:30 for breakfast.                                                                     
Each senior will receive six grad tickets at this event. 

	 Graduation Practice: 12:30, sharp at Mead
Graduation:  Seniors line up on the road outside Orange Court at 5:00 for gown check.  
Graduation starts promptly at 6:00 pm!

REMINDERS:
	
ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AT ALL EVENTS with the exception of Great America. 
Students who choose not to attend Great America MUST come to school. 

NON-PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS LEADS TO EXCLUSION FROM GRAD CEREMONY.

Handicapped seating must be arranged in advance by calling 380-3512.

Return books and clear bills before June 4th to prevent problems on Check-Out Day.

Congratulations Class of 2012!

Congratulations to April Tucker
April Tucker is the recipient of an Amgen Foundation award, presented 
in her classroom on May 17.  She will receive an unrestricted $5,000 
grant and Tam High will receive a restricted $5,000 grant which can be 
used for the expansion or enhancement of a school science program, 
science resources, or the professional development of the school’s 
science teachers.
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Message from the PTSA President
by Gwen Hubbard, PTSA President 

It is hard to believe how quickly this school year has flown by! The Tam High PTSA is proud that we 
have been able to support students, parents, staff and administration in so many ways …

	 • Weekly “What’s Up” email blast

	 • Monthly Tam Family newsletter

	 • First day packet assembly

	 • Freshman orientation & BBQ

	 • Student registration

	 • Community open house 

	 • New parent orientation

	 • Holiday plant sale

	 • Monthly “speaker series” parent education at PTSA meetings

	 • Teacher appreciation breakfasts

	 • Annual teacher appreciation luncheon

	 • Preparation/organization of STAR testing materials

	 • STAR testing snacks & BBQ

	 • Campus cleanup

	 • Parent education fall conference

	 • All About Tam night for incoming students/parents

	 • Senior class meeting breakfast

	 • Proctoring AP exams

	 • Hospitality for school events, such as Back to School Night & Open House

	 • Scholarships for graduating seniors

	 • Senior balloon bouquets

	 • Graduation reception

	 • Safe & Sober grad night.

We could not have completed all these things without the generosity of many, many volunteers 
and donations to the PTSA. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, for helping us make a difference at Tam High. 
A special thanks to the wonderful PTSA Executive Board, and my VP Peg Baumert, for all of their 
support and encouragement this year. I was extremely lucky to have worked with such a dedicated 
and fun group of parents. 

Have a wonderful, relaxing summer!

If you would like to get involved in the 2012-13 school year, or have any questions or comments, 
please contact me at gwenhubbard@comcast.net.

P T S A

2011-2012 Tam High PTSA 
Executive Board Roster

 President 
Gwen Hubbard 
Gwenhubbard@comcast.net 

Executive VP 
Peg Baumert                                                                                                                                           
  pb_design@comcast.net

VP – Communications 
Ruth Rosenfield 
Ruth@Rosenfields.net

VP – Hospitality 
Helene Siegel-Fotos 
Bash5@sbcglobal.net

VP – Events 
Deborah Dal Fovo 
Deborah@deborahdalfovo.com

VP – Senior Events 
Leslie Wachtel		                          
mvleslieann@yahoo.com

Treasurer 
Tori Herzog		                          
herzog@earthlink.net

Secretary                                                          
Annette Gamboa 
Gamfam1@comcast.net

Auditor 
Marilyn Morada 
mmorada@comcast.net

Parliamentarian 
Lisa Kirsten 
4kirstens@comcast.net

tam
P T S A

THE TAM FAMILY

PTSA President  Gwen Hubbard 
	 gwenhubbard@comcast.net ................................ 388-7766

PTSA Executive Vice President  Peg Baumert 
	 pb_design@comcast.net..................................... 888-3316

PTSA Vice President - Communication  Ruth Rosenfield 
	 ruth@rosenfields.net  .......................................... 388-5738

Principal  Thomas Drescher 
	 tdrescher@tamdistrict.org ................................... 380-3510
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Congratulations to our new Smart Drivers
The PTSA arranged for the CHP “Start Smart” driver education to be presented at the        
May 2 meeting. Congratulations to all 23 Tam students who participated and earned       
their certificates.
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TAM HIGH FOUNDATION 
NEWS
Major Grant Awards Approved by Founda-
tion Board

The Tam High Foundation (THF) board is 
pleased to announce the approval of $214,000 
in major grant awards benefitting teachers and 
students across Tamalpais High School.   

Over the last two months, the Grants Com-
mittee of the THF board has been involved in 
an extensive review of major grant proposals 
submitted to the Foundation by Tam teach-
ers. This year the Committee utilized a refined 
review process including the implementation 
of a standardized grant request form. 

Co-Chairs Robin Moses and Leslie Wachtel 
presented the recommendations of the Grants 
Committee to the THF Board on May 14. After 
in-depth discussion, the THF board voted to ap-
prove major grants reflecting investment in Tam 
High in the following areas:

$100,000 in the arts – guest artists and equip-
ment for drama, music and visual arts

Technology that will serve students in all disci-
plines – laptops (including an increased com-
mitment to flip teaching) and video monitors

Academic support and guest artists for all 
English classes

Support of the summer transition program to 
help kids jumpstart to high school

These major grants are made possible through 
donations to the Tam High Foundation. Thank 
you from the Foundation to all parents, busi-
nesses and community friends for funding 
these programs for our Tam High students.

L to R: Julie Urban, Nicole Ferguson, Lisa Barger, Tracy Ferm 

Tam High Supper Club: A Great Success

Once again, the annual Tam High Supper Club 
was the event to attend this spring!   

The Mill Valley Outdoor Art Club was the venue 

L to R: Lisa Barger, THF Events Co-Chair, Julie Kertzman, THF Board 
Chair, Joyce Porter, former THF Board Chair 

for the event, a delightful combination of a 
time to socialize with the Tam High community, 
the opportunity to taste and sample delec-
table food and wine, and the ever inspiring 
experience of seeing and hearing our talented 
Tam High students.  From artwork to music to 
drama—multiple talents were showcased and 
greatly appreciated.

The Tam High Supper Club is the only annual 
fundraising event for the Tam High Foundation 
and, again this year, provided vitally important 
funds to support our Tam High students.

Tam High Student Center Project 

This summer, exciting new steps will be taken 
to improve the Tam High Student Center.  
When you return to school next fall, the student 
center will have a new look!

In 2008, Tam celebrated its 100th anniversary 
with several events including a 100-Year Gala, 
the proceeds of which were set aside in a 
special fund designated to upgrade the student 
center area of the school. A design committee 
of parent volunteers, including an architect 
donating his time, has been studying the best 
approach.  

The project will be rolled out in phases. The 
funds raised during the 100th Anniversary will 
pay for phase I of the project, to be implement-
ed this summer.  

Be sure to visit the student center when school 
resumes next fall. Summer plans for the Center 
include painting the floor and walls in warmer 
and more vibrant colors, installing a laptop bar 
where students may plug-in and study, new 
round tables and accompanying chairs and 
vending machines with healthful snacks.  

We look forward to a new campaign for phase 
two and beyond for additional renovations 
to the student center and the surrounding 
landscape.

F O U N D A T I O N S

FOUNDATION

T A M 
HIGH 

M A K I N G  T H E 

D I F F E R E N C E

2011-2012                               
You Made The Difference! 
Tam High Foundation Thanks                     
Our Generous Donors 

This year the Tam High Foundation                  
invested $400,000 across the campus in 
every  department including:

        • Technology 

	 Laptops, Ipads, AIM Cameras, 		
	 photography, autoshop

        • Programs 

	 Tam News, Link Crew, 

        • Science & Math

	 Monitors, chemistry probes, 		
	 bio tech experiments

       • Fine Arts 

	 Drama, Music, Photo, Ceramics, 	
	 Drawing & Painting

       • Library

	 Extended hours, computers,    	
	 books

       • Basics

	  Textbooks, copying, batteries

THF is grateful to all donors listed on pages 
8 and 9. Every student at Tam benefits when 
you  support the Tam High Foundation!
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The Tam High Foundation Thanks our Generous Donors 2011-2012
FOUNDATION

T A M 
HIGH 

M A K I N G  T H E 

D I F F E R E N C E

Benefactor: $10,000 and above

Mitchell & Julie Kertzman

Andrew & Julie Stanton 

Patron: $5,000 and above

Darrell  Adams & Debra Wetherby

Margaret &  Josh Floum

Tom & RoseAnn Frank

Fritz and Karen Kieckhefer

Vera & Kenneth Meislin

Jeffrey & Joyce Porter 

Sustainer: $2,500 a nd above 

Brian  Ashe & Cynthia Rigatti

Andrew & Katherine Barrengos

Courtney & Laurie Boscoe

Scott & Jennifer Fearon

Tori & Craig Herzog

Michael & Alison Mauze

Lars & Jill Monroe

Roger  Peters & Stephanie Moulton-Peters

Gwen Hubbard & Harry Schlough

Kathy  Sloan & Mike Moser

Ken & Leslie Wachtel

Major Donor: $1,500 and above

Suzanne & Ken Austin

Peggy & Richard Baumert

John & Sue Blackstone

Michael  Cabana & Cewin Chao

Sally Carlson

Angela & TJ Civik

Stephanie & Bruce Dorfman

David Eddy & Joan Kermath

Nancy  Emerson & Steve Quarles

Feeney Family

Lis & Michael Fuchs

Michael & Sarah Ganz

Anne & Todd Gates

Robert A. Goldman

Tammie & Terry Grant

Ilana Goldach &  Steven Senk

Jay & Claire Johnston

John & Lise Jordan

David  Kennedy & Ruth Holly

 Robert Lightner & Tane Daijogo

Christine & Ronald MacDonald

Heather Martin

Mark & Laurie Miller

Robin & Don Moses

Tom  Parker & Michelle Griffin

Ron & Cathryn Ramin

Steve & Dana Rieger

Rowedder Family

Ethan Schulman & Tammy Edmonson 

Celeste  Tang & Peter McQuaid

Tsedendamba & Oigonjarg Tserenpuntsag

Mike & Julie Urban

Stephanie & Russ Uzes

Paul & Annette Venables

Ken & Ellen Weber

Sue & Steve Weinswig

Charlie & Cathy Wilmoth

Russell & Eve Wirth

Sherm & Lisa Yee

Sponsor: $1,200 and above

Steven & Nadine Anderson

Paul & Cam Tran Aronowitz

Boris & Kerstin Bastian

Gary Birnbaum

Steven Blackburn & Judith Weaver 

Mike & Merilee Bordin

Betsy & Chris Bowden

Michael & Beverly Butler

George & Kimberly Caraker

Lisa & Urban Carmel

Lori & Mark Coopersmith

Beverly  Coughlin & Chuck Dow

Deepak Dandekar & Vasanti Godsole 

Patty & Mike Davis

Chris & Mary Ann Ellison

Mark & Laura Epstein-Norris

Hakki  Etem & Loretta Lowrey

Tracy & Rick Ferm

Andrew & Eileen Fisher

Ken & Christina Flach

Genine Fong

Frank Grove & Carolyn Kwock 

Bob & Rebecca Henn

Ken & Julia Howard

Paul & Tam Hoyt

Karen Henry & Peter Isola

Kevin & Michelle Killingsworth

Roger & Kathy King

Steve & Anna Knox

Sue Warhaftig & David Lundgren

Christine & Ronald MacDonald

Kathleen McGinn

Eric & Jeanne Moe

Pat & Ralf Myers

Margaret O’Leary

Steven Pantilat & Cynthia Fenton

Bill & Ann Ritchie

Kevin & Jill Robach

Ken Rosenberg & Deborah Dilley

Eddie & Marcella Savino

Dan & Donna Schlager

Tammy Scott

Jennifer & Mike Shepard

Larry Smith & Pam Jolliffe

Alex & Lisa Taft

Tomio & Elizabeth Takeshita

Jeff and Nicole Taylor

Jim & Meredith Tull

Michael & Lisa Vogel

Kathleen Walton

Kennen & TJ Williams

Donor: $600 and above

Beni & Stacey Agoustari

David Kirn and Kristin Ahlquist

Cathy  Ainsworth & Jim Long

Gregory & Christy Allen

Jill & Rob Anderson

Dan & Bolette Ashkenazy

Gary & Oya Atashkarian

Atkin Family

Lisa & Thomas Baldwin

Sean & Lisa Barger

Jim  Barkovich & Karen Jernstedt

Jill Barnes

Eddie & Ana Barretto

Chris Barriscale

Liz & Jerry Bayer

Terry Becker & Daphne de Marneffe

Stephen Beecroft

Bruce & Linda Berlinger

Karin Onsager-Birch & Bryan Birch

Jon Black & Maria Gabby

Ned Black & Holly Hadlock

Laura & Kevin Blair

Rick Borden

Charlie & Anne Boyle

Jeffrey & Tracey Brown

Michael & Sarah Burke

Brie & Michael Burkett

Abigail & Charles Wehr Burton

Julie & Peter Butt

Thomas & Stephani Caldwell

Julie & Peter Campfield

Ron & Nancy Chan

Collins Family Fund

Chris & Molly Coomber

Patrick & Denise Courtney

Catherine Cox

Caroline & Rick Craig

William & Brenda Crockett

Peter & Tara Dickson

Shaun & Lisa Donahue

Cyndi & Niley Dorit

Kathryn Drake

Kevin & Sinead Duffy

Ursula Edman

John & Lauren Elliott

Deborah Holley & Scott Emblidge

Jerry Emory & Jeannie Lloyd

Marcel & Beatrice Etcheverry

Dina & William Falk

Debbie & Ed Faubel

Andrew & Amy Faulkner

Nancy & Ronald Felder

Geri E. Feldman

Joseph & Jill Feldman

Audrey & Joseph Finci

Frank & Leslie Foley

Michael Fong & Amy Liu

Stephen Fowler & Renee Stephens

Janet & Michael Fox

Jeff & Ingrid Francis

Jerry & Virginia Freeman

Russell & Karen Fritz

Brian & Margie Gab

Greg Galeste & Patricia Din

Barb & Dave Gerraty

Matt & Pheme Geyer

Patty Glatt  & Joshua Steinhauer

Sheilah Glover

Cynthia Goddard

Philip & Dale Going

 Susan & Francis Gough

Iain & Francine Grant

Sam & Kelly Guyton

Chris & Kelly Haegglund

Shelly Hale

Ellen Hammerle &  Michael Newman 

Alan & Christine Harris

Chiaki & Glen Hayashi

David & Ildi Hayman

Chris & Christina Henkel

Betsey Herdman & David Goldstein 

Christopher  Hess & Theresa Allison

Brendan Hickey & Judith Wright

Bob Holtzapple

John & Hilary Hood

James & Rebecca Houha

Janet & John Hudson

Leo Hurley

Hal & Tina Jennings

Jensen Family

Shane & Jody Kennedy

Mahesh & Alpana Kharkar

Jim King & Ali Duerr

William  Kissinger & Ann Cummings

Robert & Phyllis Kligman

Tom Kline & Renee Courey 

Anil & Marilyn Kochhar

Diane  Krantz & Will Caroll

Kuffner Family

Hugh & Katy Kuhn

Jerry Labay & Lorna Rushforth

Taissa Cherry & Jay LaBourene

Heinz  Lachmann & Michele Rullo

Dave & Patty LaDuke

Paul & Mimsy Laland

Linda & Gary Lam

Landress Family

Garrett & Adrienne Lawrence

George Lazarus

Amy & Marc Lester

Chris & Ana Levaggi

Mark & Lindsay Levy

Geoffrey Lilien

Scott & Ellen Lindberg

Michael & Susan Lipman

Thomas Lovelace

Karen Parko & Andrew Lowry

Chris & Laurel Luebkeman

Marc & Jamie Lunder

Deb & Rob Luster

Kimberly Medovich &  Mark Lutz

Liza Heath & Ken Mandelbaum

Greg & Jill Mantz

Chris & Ammi Martinez

John May

Carla & Tom McDonald

Teresa McGlashan

Steve & Mia Michel
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Nelsa & Kurt Micklow

John & Leslie Miekley

Janet Miller & Dan Barbee

Kori & Scott Miller

Mark Moorberg

Gabriela & Anthony Morgan 

Paul & Leslie Mulligan

Peter & Shawna Myrner

Abby & Chris Newman

Jennifer Nichols

Anna & Carlos Nogueiro

John  Norby & Vincanne Adams

Kristen & Sean Norton

Harry O’Brien & Joanell Serra 

Mark & Sarah Oliver

Phil & Jennifer Oreste

Katherine & Paul Parkin

Jeffrey & Lisa Pelo

Blair & Hilary Peterson

Kurt & Catherine Peterson

Aness Pogni

Jean  Pouliot &  Michele Aubui

Andrew Pratt & Katrina Kehl 

James and Nancy Puckett

Luigi Resta & Kathy Warren 

Steve & Daisy Romjue

Harry & Karen Rosenbluth

Diana & Peter Ryan

Garth Salisbury

David  Samec & Margaret Brandt

Dr. Peter Sanders

Den & Patricia Satake

Susan  Sauer & Robert Hirata

William & Martha Sawyers

John & Lisa Scarsella

Rick Schulze & Peggy Armbroster

Ellen Seebold

Steven Sell & Molly Williams

Christopher & Susan Shields

Helene Siegel-Fotos

John Stein & Jan Rapport 

Peter Strietmann

Sally & Barry Strike

Greg & Kim Suppes

Brian & Alisa Swartz

Neil & Karen Talkoff

Michael & Amy Thomas

Stephan Thomas & Francoise Chouchena

Ellen Tirpack

Kevin Tirpack

Tommy & Emily Toy

Jennifer Turpin & Robert Elias

Cynthia Ulman & Bob Daniel

Marie Van Elder

David & Ilona Vandergriff

Bryan VanVliet & Tracey Grant

Robert & Susan Varian

David & Mary Waluk

Julie Ware-Lea

Raoul Wertz

Bill & Heidi Whalen

David & Helen Wong

Derrick & Lynne Wong

Stanley Wong & Katy Hallal

Maureen Young

Vikki & Simon Zadovsky

Contributors: up to $599

Thierry & Leslie Abel

Peter Abrahams & Barbara Gollert

Ramona Alves & Noreen McKeon

Ann Hunt Archer

Matt Ashby & Ladonna Wood

Harold Ball & Amy Zimpfer

Ted & Mary Barone

Steffen & Elizabeth Bartschat

Larry & Juliet Bathgate

Luisa & Steven Batki

Susan Beecroft

Glen Berger & Deena Grady- Berger

Andrew Berman & Sabra Grimberg

Jeffrey & Diane Bernstein

Kendra & Jon Bontz

Bob Bowen & Linda Crouse

Michele & Paul Boyer

Rick & Cheryl Brandon

Linda & David C. Brauner

Toni Brayer & Craig Patterson

Stephen & Alison Brown

Sharon & Charles Brusman

Ellen Burkhart & David Levin

Gerald Cahill & Kathleen King Fund

Mary Ann Caperna-Saltonstall

Natale & Gisella Cardamone

Joanne Carr

Diane & Gary Chang

Paul Chapmen & Daria Painter Chapman

Randy Chavez & Monica Stratton

Dana Chi

Myra Chow & Jay Wallace

Early & Daphne Cobb

Howard & Catherine Cohen

Aran Collier

D.E.C.B.S.S.

Terri & Tony Dailley

Lori David

Bastiaan & Shaila de Leede

Greg & Jane Dedona

Jose & Christine del Castillo

Michele Dermer

Ed & Caroline Donohue

Alejandro & Liliana Dorenbaum

Elke Duane

Delphine & John-Bernard Duler

Nancy Dunbar & George Peacock

Angela Dunkle

Donna Eichelberger

Elliott Lipman Family Trust

Carl & Peggy Erickson

David Erskine

Michelle & Gordon Fallone

Ferroni Family

Sandra Luna Fineman

Jane Flanagan

Howard & Patty Flax

Joyce Foreman

Mark Friedman

Geoff  Geupel & Janet Kjelmyr

Sharon Gibbons & Alexander Dogga 

Matt & Ann Killion Gillespie

Howard Gillis & Sacha Bunge

William & Jill Gilmore

Andrea & Daniel Gloates

Oksana Gologorskaya

Bill & Heather Gordon

Susan  Gordon & Steve Bouchard

Marabeth Grahame

Brendan Greene & Debora January 

Sean & Theresa Greene

Jerry & Stephanie Guaiumi

Kari Hagar

Lawrence & Tamara Harrison

Bennet & Lisa Harvey

Earl & Leslie Herrick

Susan Hill

Jan & Joe Hiti

Robin Holway

Judy & Rick Hopelain

Lisa and Kerry Huffman

Kara Humphreys

Seth & Merrie Jaffe

Tae & Moon Jeong

Kaufman Family

Denise Kendall

Meredith Kertzman

William Kertzman

James Kiles & Tracy Mardigian

Lisa & Doug Kirsten

Sylvia & Kirk Knauer

Julie & Michael Knight

Christopher & Jennifer Latimer

George Lazarus

Legal Venture Counsel Inc.

Ronald Leung

David Levy

Gaetan & Phillipa Lion

John Mark

Scott & Kolleen Mathews

Susan Matson-Krings

Richard & Bridget Mazzini

John & Cindy McCauley

Ann McGreevy

Bernard Meisler & Virginia Wade 

Buck & Lynn Meyer

Linda & Craig Meyer

Michael Meyer

Karen Michel

Dennis & Sheila Milosky

Diane Moore

Joseph & Ana Morrison

Nancy Muggoch

Sandy & Claudine Murray

Paul Mush & Leigh Shevchik

Matthew & Susan Naythons

Kathleen Nemetz

Greg Nudd

Yuko Ohmori

Scott Ohrstrom & Jean Hietpas 

Vincent  Pannepacker & Sharon Sand

Joel & Patti Pathman

Caroline Peattie

Carolyn Perot & George Janson

James & Christina Pettigrew

Kathryn Phillips

Donald & Barbara Piotter

Susan  Pommer & Kurt Schindler

Cari & Paolo Pompanin

Amy & Joe Quaranta

Ana Reparaz

Harry & Gayle Rosenberg

Julie Rosenberg

Tom & Ruth Rosenfield

Dave & Margo Rosenlund

Rothlind Family

Jan & Jane Rubinstein

Phil Saltonstall

Susan Santo

Andrew & Audrey Shapiro

Mark Shepard & Teri Randall

Barry Shulman

Richard & Megan Siegel

Patrick & Honna Siu

Susan Snyder

Jennifer Solow

Dieter  Soltis & Danica Remy

John & Patricia Spilman

Greg & Marcie Stephens

Ian Stoba & Laurie Mandigo Stoba

Peter Strietmann

Charles Szabo

Lisa Tenorio

Doug & Marilyn Thompson

Blaine & Leigh Ann Townsend

Luccia Toy

Tom & Claire Trombadore

Gary & Diane Tsyporin

Amy Tuthill-Strachan

Venture Pay Group Consulting, LLC

David Watts & Joan Baranow

Patti & Chuck Weisselberg

Robert & Donna Wenig

Joan Werner

Robert Williams & Eugene McMillen 

Alison Wilson

Susan Wilson

Ken & Dawn Wimberley

Kathy Winkler

David Witt & Leslie Reber

Diane Worley & Tim Ryan

Amy B. Metzenbaum & Joel Yanowitz

Janis & Matt Yerington

Janet & Cedric Young

Michael & Constantina Zachariou

Brennan & Marilyn Zerbe

tamhighfoundation.org
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News from the College 
and Career Center
by Susan Gertman, College and Career Specialist—
sgertman@tamdistrict.org 380-3582

The class of 2012 will attend colleges and 
universities throughout the US and Canada.                   
Tam students did extremely well in a very        
competitive year.

California Community Colleges:  Cabrillo, City Col-
lege of San Francisco, College of Marin, Cuesta, 
Lake Tahoe, Napa Valley, San Diego Mesa, Santa 
Barbara City, Santa Monica,  Santa Rosa.       

California State University:  Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, 
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey 
Bay, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, 
Sonoma.

University of California:  Berkeley, Davis, Los Ange-
les, Merced, Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara. 
Santa Cruz.

American, BU, Brown, CalArts, Cal Baptist, Cal 
Lutheran, CAP21 Performing Arts Conservatory, 
Chapman, Colgate, Colorado State, Columbia 
College, Connecticut College, Cornell, Drexel, 
Eckerd, Emerson, Emory, Emory University’s   
Oxford College, George Washington, George-
town, Green Mountain, Hampshire, Hampton, 
Lewis and Clark, Loyola Marymount, Mercyhurst, 
Montana State, Morgan State, NYU, Northern 
Arizona, Northwestern, Occidental, Pasadena Art 
Center College of Design, Peabody Conserva-
tory of Music of Johns Hopkins, Pitzer, Pomona, 
Queen’s University (Canada), Rhode Island School 
of Design, Rochester Community and Technical 
College, Rollins, Santa Clara, School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Scripps, Southern Oregon, 
St. Mary’s College of California, Stanford, Suffolk, 
Tulane, U of Arizona, U of British Columbia, U of 
Chicago, U of Colorado-Boulder, U of Dayton, U of 
Denver, U of Kansas, U of Kentucky, U of Miami, U 
of Michigan-Ann Arbor, U of Oregon, U of Puget 
Sound, U of the Redlands, U of San Diego, U of 
Southern California, U of the Pacific, U of Ver-
mont, U of Virginia, U of Waterloo (Canada), U of 
Wisconsin-Madison, Warren Wilson, Washington 
and Lee, Western Washington, Whitman, Whittier,   
Willamette and Williams.

THANK YOU 

The work of the College and Career Center could 
not be done without the work of devoted volun-
teers.  Heartfelt thanks to Jill Anderson, Joanne 
Berry, Kipp Delbyck, Susan Garratt, Deb Patrick, 
Sarah Pruden and Karen Rosenbluth.

Thanks, too, to the Tam High Foundation for 
supporting the work of the Career Center. The 
generosity of the Foundation allows me to attend 
seminars, stock an excellent reference library, 
purchase test prep and special interest books and 
visit colleges of interest to Tam students.  This 
year the Foundation supported visits to Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, University of the Pacific, 
UC Merced and Cal State Stanislaus.

S T U D E N T  L I F E

Spring is a season of rebirth and growth and 
as spring is at its height, CTE drama students 
and teachers reflect on the past years’ produc-
tions as the last of the One Acts are ending. 
The productions for this year are over, and 
it’s time to pause and think on what was 
accomplished and where students are going 
next. CTE seniors are preparing to leave the 
company, the juniors are contemplating how 
they will take charge next year and sopho-
mores continuing into advanced drama are 
eagerly anticipating their chance to finally 
step up as leaders next year. Teachers are busy 
organizing the schedule and preparing for the 
incoming class of freshmen while planning 
guest artists and shows for next year.

CTE Class of 2011-12 

Seniors are taking time to express gratitude 
and remember their times at CTE. Some 
students went through the audition process 
and eight students will be going on to study 
theatre at a university or a conservatory 
program. Conner Crockett, a four-year drama 
student at Tam, was accepted to the California 
Institute of the Arts in Southern California and 
is planning to attend as a first year BFA Acting 
Major. “I wouldn’t have made it into Cal Arts 
without CTE. My monologue coach, Julianna 
Rees whom CTE provided for me as a part of 
the guest artist program, helped me achieve 
my goal to enter a theatre conservatory,” said 
Crockett. Humbled by his acceptance with 
so much competition to get in the highly 
regarded program, he is eager to start his 
education and is grateful for the opportunity. 

Other students have also chosen to focus 
primarily on further theater training such as 
acting, directing, and stage managing for 
their college education. Senior Anna Civik 
will be attending Northwestern University in 
the fall as a Communications Major with an 
emphasis in Theatre. Ian Johnston, Abigail 
Kirn, and Noelle Erskine will all be going to 
University of Michigan for BFA Acting, Direct-
ing and Stage Management. They follow prior 
students into this selective program where 
CTE students have been accepted every 
year. Senior Emily Pathman plans to attend 
Emerson University in the fall to study theatre 
stage management after pondering her op-
tions from several impressive acceptances. 
Lily Rosenzweig will be attending The Theatre 
School at DePaul University in Chicago as a 
BFA Acting Major; another highly competitive 

program. Ivy Ryan will enter Boston University, 
yet another prestigious conservatory, as a BFA 
Acting Major. They are all eager to enter these 
rigorous programs in the fall, but find it hard 
to say “goodbye” to their CTE ensemble.

Some of the seniors will not be studying 
theater in college and may find it hard to fit 
it into their busy academic load. Sami Emory 
will be going to NYU in the fall. Joe Weber will 
be going to Chapman to study filmmaking. 
Robin Weisselberg is off to Reed. Some stu-
dents will continue their theater habit as their 
schedules permit or as audience members for 
their university or college productions. 

CTE Year in Review

All CTE students reflect with pride on the 
work achieved this year with our six main 
stage productions; The Government Inspec-
tor, The Odyssey, A Story that’s Never Been 
Told (Improvisation), Pride and Prejudice, 
Ash Girl, and Rhinoceros, as well as our two 
successful winter and spring One Act festivals. 
Designers, actors, crew and directors have 
all done outstanding productions this year 
for a truly satisfying, entertaining body of 
work with great variety. Several new plays 
were written this year, either produced at 
the Spring One Act festival or submitted for 
playwriting contests. Senior Ivy Ryan’s play, 
Not All About You, was a semi-finalist in Marin 
Theatre Company’s competition for high 
school playwrights.

CTE Next Year

CTE students are excited to introduce the 
upcoming sophomores into the Advanced 
Drama class next year and form the ensemble 
for the new season. CTE student board elec-
tions are underway. Everyone is anxious to 
hear what plays will be chosen for next year’s 
program. Under consideration are works by 
Shakespeare, Moliere, and Brecht. American 
classics and contemporary works are all in the 
mix. Watch for the upcoming announcements 
at our website: www.ctetam.org. See you in 
the fall.

New Beginnings and Letting Go: CTE Seniors Bid Farewell
by Susan Brashear, CTE Co-Program Director and Lily Rosensweig, CTE student

http://www.ctetam.org
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S P O R T S

BOOSTER NEWS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer
Another year, another 
successful season for the Tam girls’ 
soccer team.
The Hawks, who battled late season 
injuries and scheduling challenges, 
advanced to the semifinals of the MCAL 
championships in dramatic style. In 
the first round, at Redwood, Tam and 
Redwood played 100 scoreless minutes 
after regulation and two overtime 
periods. In the final seconds of the 
game - already into added time - Tam 
was awarded a corner kick. Nicole 
Henderson sent the ball to the front of 
Redwood’s net, McCall Hoyt flicked it to 
Olivia Heitz and Heitz buried it for the 
game-winner.
 
That victory set up a match with top-
seeded Marin Catholic. Despite the 
loss of senior captain Caitlin Firmage to 
injury, Tam battled furiously. After falling 
behind 1-0 on a MC free kick, Henderson 
scored on a penalty kick for the 
equalizer. It was only the second goal 
allowed by MC’s defense in league play 
all season. Tam again took the opposition into 
overtime, before eventual league champion 
Marin Catholic    won on a goal five minutes 
into the first overtime period.

The Hawks earned the seventh seed in the 
North Coast Section playoffs. Despite being a 
higher seed Tam traveled to Oakland to play 
at Head Royce as they were awarded a home 
game by virtue of winning its league. Tam, back 
at full strength, won 2-0. Henderson converted 
another penalty kick and Heitz added an 
insurance goal in the second period.
 
Tam faced Branson in the NCS quarterfinals at 
College of Marin. Both regular season meetings 
with Branson ended in ties and the NCS game 
was more evidence of how closely matched 
the teams were. But Branson prevailed 1-0 with 
a second half goal.
 
The Hawks will graduate nine seniors: Firmage, 
Henderson, Jane Lee, Lena Geupel, Megan 
Monroe, Quinlan Cacic, Nicole Amyx, Jenna 
Lea, and Jessye Baker-Lavine.

Varsity Softball 
The Tam softball team ended a very successful 
regular season tied for first place with San 
Marin. Both teams were 17-1 in league play, 
handing each other their only MCAL loss. 
Heading into playoffs, the tie-breaker was 
determined by a drawn number, giving Tam 
the #2 seed. After a first-round bye, Tam 
powered past Terra Linda in the semi-final 
game, 6-3. Tam had 10 hits in the game, 
although several TL errors assisted the scoring 
as well. Kim Scarsella notched 9 K’s, while 
giving up only 3 hits. The Hawks’ defense was 
sharp, including a key double play to ease a 
6th inning threat by freshman shortstop Chloe 
Jacobs. The win set up the final matchup 
between the top 2 teams. Unfortunately, luck 
did not hold out against San Marin in the final. 
Although they staged an exciting comeback in 
the 6th and 7th innings, 

Tam fell short 7-5, taking 2nd place in MCAL. 
However, the team continued into NCS as the 
#2 seed, earning a first round bye and the right 
to a Tam home game. Dropping into quarter-
final play last week against #7 seed Terra Linda, 
the Hawks wasted no time in pursuing the 
win. The Hawks earned another home game 
by defeating the Trojans in a hard fought 
2-1 game before an excited Tam crowd. 
Unfortunately their run for the championship 
was cut short by Bishop O’Dowd in the 
semi-finals. We look forward to watching this 
powerhouse team next year.

Girls Varsity Soccer Team: top row: Coach Shane Kennedy, Jane Lee, Lena Geupel, Lauren Lampl, McCall Hoyt, assistant coach Mike Carbone. 
Second row: Rachael Firm, Nicole Amyx, Jenna Lea, Elizabeth Archer, Hannah Monroe, Quinlan Cacic, Rachael Ferroni. Third row: Caitlin Firmage, 
Annie Ganz, Taylor Bontz, Olivia Heitz, Isabella Dahlke, Nicole Henderson. Bottom row: Kaitie Gillespie, Michaela Firmage, Amy Yoeger, Daniela 
Hunt, Megan Monroe 
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S P O R T S

BOOSTER NEWS continued

Varsity Track 
Tam Boys’ and Girls’ Track 
Races To Historic Win
The boys’ and girls’ Tam track team finished 
the regular season with an undefeated 
record of 8-0. The Hawks ended the 
season on April 26 with an impressive 
victory over Redwood and Drake, with 
both the boys and girls notching decisive 
wins. Two weeks later at the MCAL 
finals, both teams again cruised to victory. 
The girls racked up 136 points while the boys 
scored 135 points, far outpacing their nearest 
rivals. Following the conclusion of the meet, 
both teams were awarded MCAL 2012 Track 
Championship pennants, an event that may 
be unprecedented in Tam track history. Tired, 
sweaty, and overjoyed, both teams took a slow-
motion victory lap, literally running into the 
sunset. 

Head Coach Kevin Engle chalks up the winning 
season to “having great senior leadership. The 
positive energy from our seniors has given the 
rest of the team the confidence to go out and 
perform at their best.”

Standout field performances at the MCALS 
include Ren Scypion, who won the long jump 
and the triple-jump events, Lucas Janetos 
who took third in the long jump, and August 
Kiles and Gonzalo Berluzconi, who took first 
and second in the pole vault, and second and 
third in the high jump. Zach Knight notched 
first place wins in the 110 and 300 meter 
hurdles, Dana Mills won the 400 meter dash, 
and distance runner James MacDonald came          
in second in the 800 and third in the 1600 
meter run.

On the girls’ side, Lilla McMillan won the long 
jump with a leap of 17 feet 11 ½ inches, the 
100, and the 200, and anchored her 4 x 100 

team to victory. Jessica Rasmussen took third in 
the long jump with a personal best of 17 feet
7 inches, placed fourth in the 100, and took 
second in the 200. In distance events Hallie 
Brauner dominated the 800 in a time of 2:20.29. 
Sophomore Kate Wilmouth led the hurdlers 
to victory with a first place finish in the 100, 
and a second place in the 300. In field events 
Isabel Janetos placed second in the shot, and 
Shoshana Herzog leapt to a fourth place finish 
in the high jump.

Assistant Coach Bob McClennan notes the 
contributions made by “the emergence of 
the freshman girl distance runners Megan 
Tanel, Kate Bartschat, Gianna Garza, newcomer 
Morgana Sidhum, and Maddie Kwasny in the 
800 and the 4 x 400. Really big breakthroughs 
came from Isabel Janetos, Kira Collins and Julie 
Francis in the shot.”

On the boys side, McClennan points to the 
standout performances by sprinters Dana Mills, 
Haynes Stephens, and Rondall Leggett, as well 
as contributions from distance runners Andrew 
Henn, James MacDonald, and Alex Olson. 
The development of throwers Mike Ma, Chris 
Sykes, Ben Fritz, and Xavier Caputo has been a 
“pleasant surprise” according to McClennan.

Watching the team practice for the upcoming 
Redwood Empire, McClennan says, “It’s been 
an unbelievable season. We thought the Tam-
Redwood-Drake meet, which brought together 
three undefeated teams, would be down to 
the wire. But we won in a rout, with the boys 
winning by more than 30 points, and the girls 
winning comfortably, too.”

Looking back at Tam’s undefeated season, 
coach Kevin Engle says simply, “We’ll never see 
a team like this again.”

Frosh Baseball                                                           
Under the direction of Tom Frasier and his crack 
staff, the Tam freshman team turned it around 
in the second half of the season to finish with 
an 8-5 record. During the past month, the team 
knocked off Novato 6-5 and San Marin 7-2; 
swept Drake in a double header 9-0 and 6-3; 
beat Marin Catholic 6-3 and Justin Sienna 5-0. 
Their only loss was the last game of the season 
to Redwood (12-7). Pitching was strong all year, 
and hitting came around in the second half. 
This team had standout defensive plays and 
every player contributed in some significant 
way to the winning season. The team displayed 
a great attitude and on-field camaraderie that 
should bode well for the Tam program for 
years to come. Practicing six days a week for 
four months, the players wish they could have 
played a lot more games. As they say in base-
ball – Play ball!

JV Baseball 
The Tam JV baseball team started the season on 
a role. They pounded Healdsburg 25-6 and beat 
a very good Alhambra team 7-1 to wrap up the 
preseason at 2-2. After struggling to find some 
consistency in the early going of the MCAL 
season, the Hawks came out of spring break 
playing very good baseball. They won three 
consecutive league games to set the longest 
winning streak of the season. Offensively, the 
Hawks beat up on opposing pitchers, hitting at 
a .324 clip as a team by seasons’ end. 

The highlight of the year came against league 
rival, Marin Catholic, on a cold, rainy spring day. 
MC came into the game looking to extend an 
undefeated season, but the Hawks had other 
plans. Tam pitchers worked their way out of 
numerous early jams and kept the team within 
striking distance. With MC leading 6-3 in the 
6th inning, the Hawks rallied. A steady rain 
continued to soak the field as Tam scored 5 runs 
and held on to win 8-6. 

Boys & Girls Track Team win MCAL Championships! 

Girls’ track team wins 2012 NCS.



1 3   T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y   J U N  1 2

The Tam Hawks 
takes 4th Consecutive 
MCAL Championship 
and Breaks 4   
School Records. 
Boys’ Varsity Swimming 
For the third time in 4 years, the 
Tam boys’ swimming team took an 
undefeated conference record into 
the MCAL championship meet; and 
for the fourth consecutive year they 
came away from the meet as MCAL 
champs. This was the closest of the four 
championships. Tam topped Terra Linda 
by only 15 points  (386-371) with the 
help of the boys on  the dive team who 
contributed 28 points to secure the win.

Miguel Mattox won the 500 freestyle in 
dominant fashion and then took fourth 
in the 100 backstroke about 20 minutes 
later. Both of those swims were Tam 
High records. Joe Weber also broke a 
school record when he took second place in 
the 200 freestyle, and then he teamed up with 
Riley Sykes, Brennan Latimer, and Elliot Ordway 
in the 200 freestyle relay to break the fourth 
school record of the meet.   

Girls’ Varsity Swimming                                      
What an amazing season the Tam girls swim 
team had. All of the sweat, 4,000 yard practices, 
countless streamlines and hundreds of flip  
turns paid off. The team ended the 2012 season 
with a 10-2 record beating Redwood and MC   
in dual meets. 

The winning season was followed by a great 

                                                                             
showing at MCALs where Kim Baca broke the 
MCAL record in the 500 yd Free and Brigitte 
Winkler broke the MCAL record in the 100 yd 
breaststroke. With a huge group of dedicated 
freshman this team’s future is nothing but 
bright. To quote Coach Marta Sato: “Congratu-
lations on a great season girls! Jeremy, Ken and 
I are all very proud of you guys!” That says it all.

BOOSTER NEWS continued

All 18 student-athletes made positive 
contributions on the field and the team 
finished the season with an 8-10 overall record. 
The boys became a close-knit group, learning 
to play in close games while showing good 
sportsmanship and mental toughness when 
things didn’t go their way. We tip our caps to 
the Varsity team that is making a run in the 
playoffs, and can see that the Tam baseball 
program has become a formidable force in the 
MCAL. Many of the JV players are poised for an 
offseason of hard work and are ready to take 
up key roles on next years Varsity team.  

Boys’ Varsity Baseball Vies 
for the NCS Championship
Oakland Coliseum, Saturday, June 2 at 1 pm   

On their way to an NCS pennant, the Tam 
baseball team has already made history of 
sorts. Should they win NCS, they’ll be a triple 
crown winner. They already have a shared first 
place season pennant for the first time in 18 
years. They’ve also been awarded the second 
consecutive NCS Scholastic Champion pen-
nant. The Scholastic pennant is awarded to the 
three highest GPA teams in the division.

In NCS game competition, Tam, #6 seed, elimi-
nated #11 Albany High School on Tam’s home 
field last week. This was followed by a win 
against #3 seed Drake in 10-3 night game at Al-
bert Park before a large crowd. The decisive win 
against Drake propelled the Hawks to a match-
up against #2 seed, Miramonte, which they 
won 11 to 7. This means the boys are headed 
to the Coliseum for the Division III champion-
ship game against Acalanes H.S. The boys will 
play at the Oakland Coliseum on Saturday June 
2 at 1pm. This is the first time the Hawks have 
been in the finals since 1929. Come out and 
cheer them on.                         

Go Hawks!

S P O R T SS P O R T S

Members of the Tam Boys Swim Team celebrates  4th consecutive MCAL win.  
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S P O R T SS P O R T S

BOOSTER NEWS continued

Boys Varsity Lacrosse 
Tam Boys ended the MCAL season with a 6-3 record earning them 4th place in MCAL and an 8th 
place seed in the North Coast Sectionals, Division II Tournament. Tam hosted and won their first-
ever home NCS game against the number 9 seed, Sonoma Academy with a final score of 9-8. 
Kevin Leake had a season 
high game with eight 
goals, Graeme Black had 
one goal and one assist, 
Erik Rothlind had two 
assists and Jackson Porter 
assisted on the winning 
goal to Leake. 
Marin Catholic hosted 
the 2nd round of NCS. 
Although Tam was only 
outscored by one goal 
in the second half, they 
couldn’t overcome the 
deficit from the 1st half 
and lost 14-4.  Scoring for 
Tam was Black (2), Porter 
and Jake Isola-Henry each 
with one and Rothlind 
with an assist.
 
The NCS committee invited only three MCAL teams into Division II tournament this year: Marin 
Catholic (1), Novato (5) and Tam (8). Making it to the second round of NCS is proof that the Tam 
lacrosse program is competitive and strong and shows how far our program has come. We look 
forward to showing what we can do next year.  Go Hawks!

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
The Tam girls’ lacrosse team with a roster of 19 players led by Coach Val Feldman and John Vreeland 
started off the season strong. After a mid-season dip (due to missing key players to the student 
Europe trip during spring break along with a few injuries and illnesses) the team had hoped to 
finish strong once everyone was back. However, 
an MCAL playoff run wasn’t in the cards for Tam 
this year. But the team is looking forward to 
coming back strong next year as they continue   
to build the program. 

While this is the last season for Senior goalie--and 
Tam Player of The Year--Baylin Vreeland (after 4 
years in goal), we’re looking forward to watching 
her play D3 in college at Washington & Lee 
University in Virginia. 

                                                                                     

Honoring graduating seniors:  #9 Graeme Black,         
#13 Cameron Robach, #22 Morgan Denebeim,     
#30 Maxx Hockenberry and #32 Casey Hogan.  

 Baylin Vreeland
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Tam Coach Mike Terry named Outstanding Coach of the Year!
The Tam Union High School District and its Board have long recognized athletic programs as an integral 
part of its students’ educational opportunities. Athletic Directors estimate that 70 to 80 coaches, assistant 
coaches, and volunteer coaches are involved in delivering these outstanding programs for each school site.  

Each year Drake, Tam, and Redwood High Schools each proudly name one outstanding coach to represent 
all the dedicated coaches at their school. Criteria for selection of the TUHSD Coach of the Year include 
growth and development of the program over time, knowledge of the rules of the sport, conditioning and 
strategy, communication with parents and players, consistency in goals and expectations and respect for 
officials, rules, and opponents. 

We are pleased to announce that Head Baseball Coach, Mike Terry, has been selected as Tam’s Outstanding 
Coach of the Year for 2012. Congratulations Coach Terry! 

Terry will be honored with this award on May 22, 2012 at the TUHSD board meeting. That is, unless he has 
a baseball game. As luck would have it, NCS baseball playoffs also begin May 22 and we all know where 
Coach Terry will be should the conflict arise...leading Tam Baseball to victory.

S P O R T SS P O R T S

L to R: Kenny Rosenberg, Coach Terry, Seth Gillis, Jake Dorfman, Mac Huffman, Will Haight.
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