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T h e  H o m e  P a g e
by Jayne Greenberg
PTSA Executive Vice President– 
Communications

HELP HIRE THE NEXT TAM PRINCIPAL!  
PTSA General Meeting
Monday, April 21
7 pm (Note: Evening Meeting Time)
Gus Gym

Please join Superintendent Bob Ferguson, 
TUHSD board member and Tam parent  
Cindy McCauley and others for a discussion 
about the process, progress and issues involved 
in the search for a new Tam principal. Share 
your input on the characteristics and qualities 
you would like considered in a new principal and 
get an update on the district’s search for a new 
superintendent as well.  Bring your questions, 
concerns and ideas.  All welcome!
 
Scholarships for Seniors 
Students do not need to have a 4.0 or to  
attend a four-year college to earn a scholarship.  
Awards may be based on need, merit, community 
service, talent (such as sports or art), interests 
(such as engineering or botany), ethnicity, where 
the student lives, where a parent works or a com-
bination of any of these factors.  The College and 
Career Center updates the list of national, local 
and school-specific scholarships each week.   
See pg. 9 for more details 

Organic Garden Funded by Tam  
Foundation  
Tam teachers applied for and received over 30 
grants from the Tam High Foundation this year.  
Read about two exciting Foundation-funded 
programs in this issue:  Tam’s first organic garden 
on page 11 and Shakespeare in the classroom on 
page 8.   

STAR Testing  
Testing will be held April 22-25 for all students 
except seniors. (Seniors who haven’t passed 
one or more of their graduation outcomes will 
be required to attend workshops designed to 
help them pass.)  The PTSA is sponsoring a free 
barbecue on the last day of the testing.  For the 
testing schedule, please see page 2.

Words are not enough to describe the 
talent of Mayumi Tsuchida, a junior here at 
Tam. Playing the piano since the age of three, 
Mayumi reached the dream of all musicians 
this February, which is to play at Carnegie 
Hall. She and the other two musicians, a vio-
linist and cellist, in her group, the Luna Trio, 
were chosen to play at Carnegie Hall for the 
televised show “From the Top,” which will air 
on PBS this fall. This show highlights gifted 
young musicians from across the nation.  
Previously her trio played for the National 
Public Radio show “From the Top,” and the 
national radio show West Coast Live.”

 Mayumi has been studying at the San Fran-
cisco Conservatory of Music since she was 

eight and has played in concerts across the U.S., in Japan and locally at the San Francisco 
Conservatory and other Bay Area venues. Besides playing in the Luna Trio, Mayumi plays as 
a soloist and in a duo with her younger sister, Rieko, also an extremely talented pianist. Rieko 
has played as a soloist for the NPR show “From the Top,” and will be at Tam next year. They 
call themselves The Piano Sisters. Their website is pianosisters.com. Postings of all their out-
standing musical accomplishments and upcoming concerts can be viewed there.

Mayumi plays in Tam’s Symphonic Orchestra and at the Spring Concert last June moved 
everyone by her performance of Edward Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A Minor. Spiro Tsingaris, 
Tam’s music director, describes Mayumi as a wonderful person, disciplined and extremely 
humble. He is thrilled to have her in the Symphonic Orchestra and glad that she has the  
opportunity to play in the orchestra at her high school.

About her experience at Carnegie Hall, Mayumi told me that it was an amazing experience, 
something that all musicians dream about. She also said that it was cool to have the cameras 
and microphones following her while they were there recording.

Tam High is indeed lucky to have a student like Mayumi and to have a music department 
which can support her talent. ❖

Tam Student Plays at Carnegie Hall
By Nancy Dunbar, THUMB writer

Junior Mayumi Tsuchida (L) and her sister at  
home at the piano.

Tam is proud to announce that senior Mohamed Ismail has been named to the first-ever  
California All-State Academic Team. At a dinner in Sacramento on March 7, Governor  
Arnold Schwarzenegger recognized 144 standout public high school seniors from throughout 
the state who were nominated by their schools to receive the Governor’s Academic  
Recognition. These honorees were chosen by county superintendents on a proportional basis 
determined by the size of the county. 

Of the 144 honorees, Mohamed was one of only 25 students to be named to the All-State 
Academic Team. These students were selected by the Governor’s office based not only on grade 
point average, SAT scores and class rank, but also extra curricular activities, community service 
and volunteer activities. Congratulations Mohamed! ❖

 

Tam Student Named to Governor’s All-State Academic Team
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Principles from the Principal
By Chris Holleran 
 
CALIFORNIA HEALTHY KIDS SURVEY 
Ninth and eleventh grade students took the biennial survey last 
fall, which asked questions about drug/alcohol use and several 
other areas.  Some results which raised our level of concern were 
that 75% of eleventh graders said they had tried alcohol, up from 
66% in 2005, 64% said they had tried marijuana (up from 54% 
in 2005), and 39% said they had a binge drinking episode (five 
or more drinks within a couple of hours) within the past 30 days.  
Fifty-eight percent of ninth graders said they had tried alcohol and 
32% said they had tried marijuana, both increases from 2005; 
17% said they had a binge drinking episode in the past 30 days.  
While the amount of use on campus is quite low (6% or less 
claimed use of alcohol/marijuana during school hours), the school 
must maintain efforts to deter or apprehend those who choose to 
use illegal substances during school hours. 

This survey confirms issues which are already generally  
acknowledged. While many students make healthy and  
appropriate choices about substance use, there is still a clear  
need for educational/therapeutic/enforcement efforts to continue.  
We appreciate the support of parents and guardians in this  
important effort.
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STAR Testing Schedule
STAR Testing will be held April 22-25. Students will be assigned to one 
of their teachers for the testing. Seniors do not test; however, seniors who 
haven’t passed one or more of their graduation outcomes will be required to 
attend workshops designed to help them pass. If you have any questions, 
please contact Sue Woods or Candace Curtis in the Assistant Principal’s 
office. 

 Day 1: Tuesday April 22 
 (Freshmen report at 10:10 am; Seniors report at 12:55 pm)

8-8:55 am Social Studies – Part 1 Sophomores & Juniors only 
9-9:55 am Social Studies – Part 2 

9:55-10:10 am Break 

10:10-11:10 am Science – Part 1 Seniors do not test

11:15 am-12:15 pm Science – Part 2 Seniors do not test

12:15-12:55 pm Lunch 

12:55-2:05 pm 1st Period 

2:15-3:25 pm 2nd Period 

 Day 2: Wednesday, April 23 
 (Seniors report at 12:15 pm)

8-9:25 am ELA – Part 1 Seniors do not test

9:25-9:40 am Break 

9:45-11:25 am* ELA – Part 2 Seniors do not test

11:25 am-12:10 pm Lunch 

12:15-1:20 pm 5th Period 

1:20-1:40 pm Break 

1:40-2:45 pm 6th Period 

*Those not taking the Junior EAP may break at 11:10 am

 Day 3: Thursday, April 24 
 (Seniors report at 12:20 pm)

8-9:30 am Math – Part 1 Seniors do not test

9:30-9:45 am Break 

9:50-11:35 am* Math – Part 2 Seniors do not test

11:35 am–12:15 pm Lunch 

12:20-1:45 pm 3rd Period 

1:45-1:55 pm Break 

2-3:25 pm 4th Period 

*Those not taking the Junior EAP may break at 11:10 am

 Day 4: Friday, April 25 
 (Freshmen, Juniors and Seniors report for tutorial at 10:25 am)

8-10:10 am Science Parts 1 & 2 Sophomores only 
  (includes 10 min. break) 
10:10-10:20 am Break 

10:25 am-12:30 pm Tutorial  All grades 
 STAR Make-ups As needed

As needed

12:35 am–1:15 pm Lunch – Front Circle Free PTSA Barbecue!

1:20-2:45 pm 7th period 



P T S A
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TAM PTSA MEETING 
AGENDA
April 21, 2008
7 pm, Gus Gym
 
I. Call to Order
II. Review and Approval of  
 the March Minutes
III. Guest Speakers:   
 Bob Ferguson,   
 Cindy McCauley et al.  
 re: Principal Search
IV. President’s Report
V.  Treasurer’s Report
VI. Committee Reports
VII. Adjourn
 

Snack and Barbecue  
Volunteers Needed
 
Each year the PTSA supplies snacks on the mornings 
of STAR testing to students as they arrive on campus.  
Volunteers are needed to hand out the snacks.  It’s fun, 
easy and quick. !e time commitment is 7:15-8 am from 
Tuesday, April 22, through !ursday, April 24.

!e PTSA also provides a free school-wide barbecue on 
Friday, April 25, to celebrate the end of the STAR  
testing.  Parents help set-up, barbecue and serve.  
Volunteers are needed from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.  

!ese events are fun for the students, and they enjoy  
seeing parents on campus when they are handing out 
food.  Be one of these parents.  Please check your  
calendars and join the fun on campus.  Call or  
email Bonnie Freiberg at 388-4785 or  
bkfreiberg1@mac.com ❖

A Message from  
Superintendent�   
Bob Ferguson
It is with mixed feelings that I announce my 
retirement from the Tamalpais Union High 
School District. After more than 40 years of 
service in the public education system, my 
last day of work as the superintendent will be 
July 31, 2008.

I have very much enjoyed working with the 
students, staff, parents, and community of the 
Tamalpais Union High School District; almost 
every day has brought not only new challeng-
es but tremendous fulfillment. However, I have 
reached a point in my life where it is time to 
explore new opportunities. I will undoubtedly 
continue to be involved in education, but most 
likely working part time in the private sector.

The Board of Trustees and I still have some 
clear goals that I will continue to work on 
through the end of July. I will continue to be 
very involved in both the day-to-day  
operations and the development and imple-
mentation of district programs to maintain the 
high standards of the Tamalpais Union High 
School District; this will also ensure an easy 
transition for the next superintendent.

With its well-deserved reputation for academic 
excellence and highly dedicated staff, the Ta-
malpais Union High School District will surely 
attract a number of exceptional candidates 
for the position of superintendent. Please be 
confident that I will be actively involved in the 
process to ensure that the hiring pool consists 
of high-quality applicants.

Thank you for your continued support and for 
the honor of serving as your superintendent.

Sincerely,

Bob Ferguson�  
Superintendent

T A M  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Tam District Board Update

School Board Study  
Session April 22
A school board study session has been 
called for Tuesday, April 22, at 4 pm at 
Kreps Conference Center at Redwood High 
School.  The workshop will be a review/
discussion of the 2006 bond projects and 
a discussion of future work.  The regular 
school board meeting will begin at 7 pm. 

Diggin’ In The Dirt
By Gail Mason 

Finally spring is here 
and things on campus are  
blooming like crazy!  The aloe 
plants in the Environmental 
Science dry garden are in 
bloom (check them out), the 
new and delicate tulip mag-
nolia in front of Phoenix Hall 
is in full flower, the euphorbia 
are brightening the hillside 
below Freshman Court and 
buds are beginning on all 
the fruiting trees on campus.  
Things are looking lovely.  

The weeds are also, of course, blooming and sprouting like mad. We have a big work party 
scheduled for Saturday, May 3, from 9 am until 1 pm, so we can get the campus gardens in 
shape for the big celebrations for the Centennial weekend at the end of May. We really need lots 
of help, so please do come, bring your tools, and help us weed, plant, do a small amount of 
painting, tiling, gluing, and general tidying up.  We’ll mostly need people for pruning and weed-
ing, so please dress in your oldest clothes and shoes, wear gardening gloves, bring your shears, 
pruners, weed whackers, weeders, hoes, etc.  And don’t forget the sunscreen and hats.

Students can get community service hours, and this is a great opportunity for every staff member, 
parent, student, alumnus or alumna to really improve the campus and make it look beautiful.  
The historical society walk will be through the Tam campus this year, so help us spruce things 
up! 

We’ll meet at 9 am in Orange Court, that lovely inner courtyard behind Wood Hall (the one  
with the clock tower).  For more information call Gail Mason at 389-6636 or email  
agmbean@comcast.net. ❖

Blooming perennials and colorful foliage brighten the pathway  
below freshman court.



F O U N D A T I O N S
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In March, the Advanced Band and Symphonic Orchestra participated in the  
District Band Festival, held in Ruby Scott Auditorium for the first time. !e Jazz Band had 
a good experience at the Chabot College Jazz Festival. On April 3 students from the Concert 
Choir will sing at the Broadway Revue, held at the 142 !rockmorton !eatre.
 
!is month is THUMB’s annual fundraiser, the Phonathon. It will be held over the course of 
three nights, April 22-24. THUMB support is vital to the music program, which is an impor-
tant part of our students’ education. !e Tam Music Department has grown substantially over 
the last few years, which has made it necessary to buy more instruments and hire guest artists 
to help with instruction for our music students. When you get a call from our music students 
we hope you will consider donating. Any amount is helpful to keep up the needed support 
THUMB provides. !ank you in advance for your donation. If you miss our call, tax-deduct-
ible donations can always be sent to THUMB c/o Tam High School, 700 Miller Avenue,  
Mill Valley, CA 94941.
 
On April 30, our annual scholarship auditions will take place at 6:30 pm in the Caldwell 
!eatre. All music students are encouraged to participate. !ere are eight scholarships or awards 
available and they are awarded for different reasons. Applications for the music scholarships and 
awards are available in the Band Box in a manila envelope marked Scholarship Forms. Com-
pleted forms must be turned in by April 23.
                           
!e Music Department’s normal Spring Concert this year will be part of the Centennial 
Celebration on May 26, called Centennial Day on the Green. !ere will be three stages set up 
outside with local groups, alumni and current music students. An event not to be missed! ❖

Safe and Sober Grad Night Update

Raffle:  Raffle sales end April 21! All senior class parents, it’s time to finish up selling your 
raffle tickets to family, friends, and fellow Tam High parents before the big drawing.  Spring 
break is a perfect time and with so many wonderful prizes they are easy to sell (cabin in Tahoe, 
restaurant & hotel vouchers, jewelry, teeth whitening, gym membership, and much more).  
If you’ve already sold all your tickets or can’t remember where you put them and need more, 
contact Jackie Hamilton (hamilton267@comcast.net or 388-8333).  Sold ticket stubs must ar-
rive at the school by April 21. Drawing will be held April 25, so don’t miss this chance to win 
a wonderful prize and support the great event.  Good Luck!

Donations:  We have received donations from approximately 28% of the 2008 families so 
far.  If you haven’t had a chance to send in your donation, please do so today.  We have lots 
of amazing activities, music, and entertainment booked for that evening and now all we need 
to do is pay for them.  Simply send you check to Tam High Safe & Sober Grad Night, 700 
Miller Avenue, Mill Valley, CA  94941.  

Volunteers:  We are still in need of parents to set up, clean up, and chaperone on June 12, 
graduation day, so call or email today if you are available.  Our next organizational Grad Night 
meeting is April 16 at 7 pm in the back of the Student Center.  See you there!

!anks,

Bonnie Freiberg:  Bkfreiberg1@mac.com or 388-4785

Cindy McCauley:  msf49erfan@comcast.net or 381-5730

 

High Notes
From the Music Department
 

Do you have questions about your child 
meeting the various outcomes required for 
graduation?  Do you have questions about the 
California High School Exit Exam (CAH-
SEE)?  Are you and/or your student anxious 
about meeting these requirements?  Do you 
know that there is a study guide/workbook 
for the CAHSEE that is available, at no 
charge, at your high school?  !ese and other 
questions regarding meeting the requirements 
to graduate will be addressed at our April 
meeting. 
 
On Wednesday, April 16, join us for “Get me 
Outta Here! Meeting graduation outcomes 
and high school exit exam requirements 
– issues for LD kids.”  Tamaplais District 
Director of Instruction Carol Eber will lead 
this informative evening that will “walk you 
through” the entire process.  !e goal of the 
evening is to inform and, hopefully, relieve 
any anxiety you may have about your child’s 
journey toward graduation. Many parents of 
students with learning challenges have found 
Carol’s talk reassuring, so we hope you will 
join us.  

As usual, we will open each meeting a half 
hour before the program to allow for informal 
discussion and networking with other parents.

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

p2p 2007-08 Meeting Schedule

(Second Wednesday every month, 6:30-9pm, 
Kreps Conference Center, Redwood High 
School; Program at 7 pm, Informal parent 
meeting time, 6:30 pm.)
 
April 16: Get me Outta Here! Meeting 
graduation outcomes and high school exit 
exam requirements – issues for LD kids.

May 14: Help!  My kid forgets everything 
and is disorganized! Executive functioning 
problems and how to solve them with  
Dr. Barbara Easterlin. Getting ready for a 
successful high school experience:  How to 
develop a four year plan, tips for making 
the transition easier, the summer transition 
workshop. ❖

Greetings from Parent to Parent 
Connection
By Sandra Tanner Mack and Janet Miller 
p2p Coordinators 
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Tam100 Centennial Celebration! A Weekend to Remember
by Cynthia Chiarappa
� �

It only happens once, and it’s happening soon at Tam – our beloved school’s  
100-year celebration. !is coming Memorial Day weekend will be packed with celebrations 
and reunions in honor of this milestone anniversary. !e schedule of events spans a long week-
end, from May 23 to May 26. It is a long party you won’t want to miss!

Friday, May 23: Calling all alumni for mini reunions! Check the Centennial website at  
www.tam100.org to see if your class is organizing anything. If not, why not be the organizer?

Saturday, May 24:  A 5K Run. Bring the family or friends! Sign up on the Centennial  
website.

Sunday, May 25: !e Mill Valley Historical Society presents a walking tour of Tam High. 
Tours are approximately 25 minutes long and will leave every 20 minutes from 9 am to 3:30 
pm. Come and check out how your school has transformed (and stayed the same) over the 
years. !anks for the memories Tam!

Also on Sunday, the Tam100 Gala is guaranteed to be THE party to kick off your summer. 
What a lineup! Renowned comedian Mark Pitta will emcee the show and get the evening go-
ing with his charged humor. Later the Unauthorized Rolling Stones will “start us up” to rock 
the night away. So put on your dancing shoes, dress up and enjoy lovely wines and dinner. 
And don’t forget your checkbook!  !e silent auction has lined up amazing parties, services 
and events you won’t want to miss. !is will be a night to remember at the Mill Valley  
Community Center. Cocktails and silent auction begin at 6 pm, followed by entertainment, 
dinner and dancing. Tickets are $125 (or consider becoming a sponsor for a larger amount). 
More information is available on the Centennial website. Hurry, tickets are selling fast.

Monday, May 26: Have you seen the Tam100 banners around campus? Here’s your oppor-
tunity to carry the torch for Tam! Join us for the annual Mill Valley Memorial Day Parade. 
Alumni are now deciding what Tam’s statement celebrating its 100 years will be and will 
assemble a float for the parade. Interested in showing off your Tam pride and marching in the 
parade? You can sign up now on the website. 

After the parade, join us for a blockbuster “Day on the Green” at the Tam High baseball field, 
organized by our very own Spiro Tsingaris.  !is will be a really big show showcasing Tam 
alumni, current students and many musicians from the decades at Tam. A few guest surprises 
are in also store…so be there or be square! ❖
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As our centennial quickly approaches, the 
Tam High Centennial auction committee 
would like to remind everyone that we are 
still collecting baskets for the auction to be 
held at the Centennial Gala on May 25.  
We need to receive your basket and donation 
form by April 7, in order to list your  
donation in the catalog. Here are a few ideas 
for basket themes: teen, movie, Mill Valley, 
wine, spa, organic, or coffee. We know how 
creative our Tam High community is. Please 
contact either Lisa Lundy at lisalundy@sbc-
global.net or Gayle Canton at gcanton2000@
yahoo.com and we will arrange to pick up 
your basket. !ank you. Gayle and Lisa. ❖

Time to Get Centennial  
Auction Donations In

Tam High Foundation would like to recognize the 
following business which was inadvertently left 
out of the business directory:

Coordinator Needed for this Year’s Graduation Reception

Tam High’s graduation ceremony is on !ursday, June 12. !e Tam PTSA sponsors a reception for graduates and their families directly 
following ceremony.  !is reception is a Tam High tradition.

One or more parents, who are not parents of a senior, are needed to coordinate this wonderful event. !is is a once a year event and it is 
an important and fun part of the graduation evening at Tam High.  Please step up and volunteer.  Consider bringing together a group 
of friends to work with you. 

!is is a gift that the families at Tam give to the graduates and their families.  Your student will be graduating in the future and you will 
be looking forward to other parents providing the reception for you and your graduate.  Please help ensure that this year’s  seniors and 
their families receive an enjoyable send off.

For more information contact:   Bonnie Freiberg  388-4785, bkfreiberg1@mac.com
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Garlock, Patricia & James

Garratt, Philip & Susan

Gaytan, Marsha

Gee, Derrell & Yong Hee Kim

Geupel, Geoff & Janet Kjelmyr

Girtler, Susan

Glasenk, Nancy

Gluck, Stephen & Cynthia

Goddard, Cynthia

Goldman, Robert

Goldstein, Steve

Good, Walter & Sandy

Goodman, James & Lilah Toland

Gordon, Jeffrey &

Lanette Chan-Gordon

Gordon, Jeffrey S. & Diane

Gowen, Gerald & Deborah Miller

Gowland, Harry & Holly Seerley

Graef, William &

  Suzanne Ledbetter

Grant, Iain & Francine

Graumann, Peter &

  Penni Gladstone

Green, Lonnie

Greenberg, Mitchell & Jayne

Greene, Sean & Theresa Felix

Gregory, Michael & Lucy Seeburg

Grossman, Ethan & Susanne Tilp

Grossman, Richard & Janet Alix

Gruen, Dale & Kate

Guedez, Olga

Guyton, Sam & Kelly

Habekoss, Stephen &

  Cynthia Hoge

Haevernick, Tim & Sandy

Hamilton, Charlie & Jackie

Hamren, Jonathan

Hanley, Matthew

Hanson, Kirk & Kerstin

Hardiman, Michael &

  Gail Nethercut

Harris, Lorraine & Steven

Harrison, Carol & Jerry

Hartford, Jane

Harvey, James & Katherine

Hayman, David & Ildi

Hazen, William & Barbara

Heaney, Kevin & Alanna

Heard, Robert & Pauline

Heiges, Larry & Victoria

Henn, Bob & Rebecca

Herrick, Earl & Leslie

Hildebrand, Thomas & Christine

Hill, Susan Staudohar

Hines, Robert & Janet

Hirabayashi, James

Holmes, Gregory

Holt, Heidi

Hopelain, Judy & Rick

Hopton, Mike & Susan Hills

Hoyt, Paul & Tam

Huson, Chris & Julie

Ihle, Lars & Jean

Iker, Michael & Patricia Cornett

Isley, Tom & Destie Overpeck

Jacobs, Nanette

Jefferies, Michael & Jean

Jennings, Hal & Tina

Jordan, Lise

Jovanovic, Dusan & Ivana Micic

Kahn, Kenneth & Cheryl

Kaiser, Joan

Kalff, Bill & Michaela

Kallai, Stephen & Michelle

Kauer, Keith & Dee

Kaufman, Dan & Laurence

Kaufman, Lester & Jane Straus

Kaye, Gary & Ann

Keaney, Bernard & Aileen Barr

Keaney, Diane &

  Michael Moskowitz

Kendall, Denise

Kennedy, David & Ruth Holly

Kertzman, Mitchell & Julie

Kertzman, William

Khademi, Monib

Kious, Lew & Anne Lahaderne

Kirsten, Lisa & Doug

Kithas, John & Gladys Horiuchi

Klag, Robert & Marilyn

Klein, Michael & Roxanne

Kleiner, Robert & Joyce

Kligman, Robert & Phyllis

Klurstein, Arthur

Knauer, Sylvia & Kirk

Knowlton, Timothy & Janet

Knox, Steve & Anna

Korhonen, Jouni & Amal Mansour

Krepack, Alan & Celeste

Labay, Jerry & Lorna Rushforth

Lakner, Patricia

Laland, Paul & Mimsy

Lang, Diane & Gregory Brown

LaPlant, Bain & Brian Huber

Larsen, Henry & Lee

Latimer, Christopher & Jennifer

Law, Lovester & Joan

Lawrence, Rita

Lazarus, George

Leason, Kevin & Heike

Lee, Stuart &  Naomi

Leh, Drew & Diana Mandel-Leh

Leidman, Frank &

Carol Zimmerman

Lemos, Anna & Ricardo

Lester, Andrew & Michelle

Leuin, Tony & Jean Bertrand

Levin, Philip & Lila Glogowsky

Levine, Steven

Levison, Joan

Levy, Michael &

  Maribeth Inturrisi

Lewis, James & Martha

Lewis, Lisa

Liff, Davie & Jane Ross

Lindberg, Scott & Ellen

Lindkvist, Robert

Lion, Gaetan & Phillipa

Locktov, JoAnn

Loeb, Linda Marie

Lowenstein, Dan &

V. Mylo Schaaf

Lundy, Brian & Lisa

Lyons-Labate, Catherine &

  Michael Labate

Mahrer, Jon & Deborah Genzer

Maloney, Tina

Manfredi, Jet

Maslow, Lisa & Jonathan Rolnick

Mason, Gail & Bob Cantor

Massanti, Luigi & Irene Casserly

Mathews, Scott & Kolleen

Mattos, Clovis & Suzete

Mattox, Martha & John

Maverick, Maury &

  Deborah Graham

May, John

Mazzini, Richard & Bridget

McCabe, Michael & Michele Egan

McCauley, John & Cindy

McDonald, Deborah & Ed Hyman

McDonald, Sarah & Neal

McDonald, Thomas & Carla

McGinn, Kathleen

McGrath, Kevin & Paula Weaver

McGreevy, Evan & Ann

McKennee, Bob & Patricia

McNeil, Robert & Deborah

Mendler, Charles & Sandra

Mikesell, Sandra

Milechman, Gary & Patricia

Miller, Barbara Miller &

Arnold McKinley

Miller, Burton & Phebe Gregson

Mitchell, Emery

Mithun, Robert & Kimi Fukutome

Moffat, Sean & Donna

Moore, Michael & Leni

Morris, Grant & Judith Staples

Morrision, Joe & Ana

Moscicki, Barbara

Moser, Mike

Moyle, Bruce & Patricia

Mulholland, Irvin & Betsy

Murray, Sandy & Claudine

Nagy, Bob & Julie

Nero, Linda

Neugebauer, Kebby

Neylan, Thomas & Mary De May

Nguyen, Josephine

Nichols, Alan & Jennifer

Nimmons, John & Barbara

Nogueiro, Anna & Carlos

Nong, Dan Thanh

Nowak, Tom & Maggie

Nur, Nadav & Linda Price

O’Leary, Shannon & Bill Joy

O’Neill, Sheila

Oakander, Jack & Kathy

Ogden, David & Patti

Orlando, Gene & Sue

Paoli, David & Shirley

Parker, Montie & Amy

Parkerson, Ross & Erin

Parr, Tim & Annie

Parton, Jim & Maureen

Paskett, Roger & Janet

Tam High Foundation Honors our
Annual Campaign Supporters!
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Pastuhov, Philip & Kelli Tonnesen

Patrick, Jim & Daisy

Patrick, Jim & Debra

Peters, Kenneth & Vanessa

Pettigrew, James & Christina

Phelps, Sabin & Allyson

Phillips, Brock D.

Phillips, Jim & Sally

Phillips, Keith & Susan Blanchard

Phillips, Rob & Jill

Philpott, Kent & Lisa

Phleger, Peter & Courtney

Pohlman, Virginia

Porter, Jeffrey & Joyce

Pratt, Bruce & Stephanie

Pratt, Maria & Paul Grace

Prigian, Ara & Joan

Quittner, Josh & Michelle Slatalla

Rago, Victor & Kim

Ramin, Ron & Cathryn

Rand, David & Sheryl

Rathji, Tim & Lori

Reackhof, Sharon

Rheiner, Dan & Carolyn

Riaboff, Peter & Ellen

Rieger, Steve & Dana

Ritchie, Bill & Ann

Robbins, Mark & Valerie

Roberts, James

Robertson, Beverly

Robinson, Curtis

Robinson, James & Joanne

Rockers, David & Marijane

Rodden, Ted & Kaye

Rodriguez, Rafael & Alex

Roseman, Vicki

Rosenberg, Harry & Gayle

Rosenbluth, Harry & Karen

Rosenfield, Tom & Ruth

Ross, Jeffrey & Joanie

Rosso, Michael & Linda

Rostek, Barry & Valerie

Rowan, Arch

Rudolph, Neil & Susan Cluff

Ruiz, Angelica

Sabo, Yoram & Michael Falk

Sacks, Martin & Romy Friedman

Salanon, Pierre & Chantal

Salisbury, Jane

Sandrolini, Carolyn

Sato, Matthew & Ingrid

Schaaf, Alan & Ugyen

Schieble, Mark & Beth

Schlesinger, Les & Alicia

Schlueter, Wade & Heather

Schuller, Edward & Lisa

Schultz, Dale & Lynn Vear

Schwartz, Andrew & Sarah

Schwartz, Laura

Scott Hardiman, Janet &

  Roy Hardiman

Sekula, Joseph & Tami

Selby, Manton & Julie

Shafer, Richard & Mary Ann

Shakran, Attiya & Nehad Elsayed

Sharyon, Leon & Peggy

Shields, Christopher & Susan

Shine, Mike & Marianne

Shiner, Daniel & Leslie

Sieck, Gregory

Siegel, Richard & Megan

Sigerman, Jon & Nancy

Silverstein, Brian

Silverstein, Steven & Sylvie

Simerly, David & Janine

Simkalo, Jim & Karen Betzner

Slonecker-Garretson, Susan

Smith, Kathleen &

  Henry Mazaleski

Smithton, Robert & Susan Keener

Soffer, Jonathan Margaret

Sohn, Sae & Jennifer

Soorenko, Peter & Felice

Sparks, Tav & Cary

Speas, Wendy

Spellberg, Geoff

Spielberg, Jennifer

Spilman, John & Patricia

Steward, Richard D. &

  Suzanne Griffith

Stolman, Marc

Straus, Dave & Sharon

Sultan, Craig & Debbie

Suppes, Greg & Kim

Suzuki, Steven & Elizabeth

Swartz, David & Diane

Sweet, Jay & Suzan

Teahan, Pat & Erika

Templeton, John & Jill

Terens, Laurel

Thomas, William & Sarah

Thompson, Todd & Fazeela

Thomson, Virginia

Tichenor, Mark & Sonya

Toczyski, David & Suzanne

Trombadore, Tom & Claire

Tuttle, Jonathan & Karen

Unger, Veronica

Uzes, Stephanie & Russ

Van Elder, Marie

Vandergriff, David & Ilona

Varian, Robert & Susan

Villanueva, Juanito &

  Georgia Pung

Villela, Alberto

Vogel, Michael & Lisa

Wachtel, Ken & Leslie

Wallace, Jay & Myra Chow

Wallace, Rich & Barbara

Wallack, John & Pamela

Washauer, William &

  Susan Kaeuper

Wasserman, Barry

Watts, Bob & Lori Brooke

Wayne, Jeffrey

Wayne, Pamela

Weber, Ingrid

Weinberg, Ivan & Marilyn

Weitzman, Jeff & Chyah

Wells, Phil & Carol

Werner, Jan & Claire Cooley

Wertheimer, Kim & Marissa

West, Hugh & Ann

White, Allen

White, Michael &

Terry Strauss-White

Whitney, Brent & Mary

Whittemore, Scott & Chiaki

Williams, Dennis & Dana

Williams, Judd & Anne Bonaparte

Williams, Linda

Williams, Tony &

  Rusty Hendley-Williams

Wilson, Robert & Susan

Windom, Andrea

Winer, Nick & Loryn Sweet

Winkler, Kathy

Witt, David & Leslie Reiber

Witwicki, Cynthia &

  Bruce Faddegon

Wolf, Gunter & Ann MacLeod

Wong, Buok & Danies

Wong, Wynn & Marian Yee

Wood, Victor & Nikki

Woodworth, Brian &

  Kathleen Savastano

Wrench, Kirke & Patty

Wynn, Ronald & Cindi King

Yee, Sherm & Lisa

Yoger, Dale & Karen

Yorio, Robert & Joanne

Young, Steven & Patricia

Zak, John & Callie

Zelinsky, Dan & Betsy

Zerbe, Brennan & Marilyn

Zhang, Li & Chongde Liao

Zhang, Shumei & Zhaohui Liu

Ziegler, Mel & Patricia

Zimmermann, Ralph &

  Chythia Segal

Unidentified 9th Grade Parent

Tam High Foundation Honors our
Annual Campaign Supporters!

Carlson Orthodontics
Chris Glave, Frank Howard Allen
Critterland Pets    Mark Fong
Daniel F. Goodman, M.D.
Debra Allen, Paci!c Union GMAC
Gabriela Garcia-Rojas, DDS
Joan L. Kermath, Paci!c Union GMAC
Kevin A. Du"y, Esq.
Kimberly Strub, Frank Howard Allen
Kinex Academy
Larsen Engineering    Henry Larsen
Merrill Lynch   James Patrick & John D’Amico
Mill Valley Refuse Service
Paradise Bay Restaurant
Patti Anderson   Vineyard Unlimited
Paul Hoyt, DDS
Paula Weaver McGrath, Attorney At Law
San Anselmo Pet Hospital  Ron Erteman
Sutton Suzuki Architects     Elizabeth Suzuki
Tamalpais Pet Hospital   Tim Haevernick
#e Law O$ce of Philip M. Levin
#e Redwoods Retirement Center
TravelProExpress.com    Patricia McKennee
Union Street Goldsmith
   Glenda Queen & Terry Brumbaugh
Vivian M. Broadway, DDS
Vogue Cleaners    Michael Rose
Wagner Realty    Diane Wagner
Zak Plumbing Contractor     John Zak

SUPPORTER   $300
Bank of Marin
Burkell Plumbing

Clover-Stornetta Farms
Grilly’s Mill Valley
Malugani Tire Center
Pharmaca Integrative Pharmacy   Debbie Coller
Richard Fenton, DDS
State Farm Insurance    Sherelee Goo
Tamalpais Travel     Daisy Patrick

DONOR   TO $299
Barbara Morgan Tax Preparation
John Boland, DDS
Ra" ’s Handyman Service    Rafael Rodriguez
Stanley Searles #e Plumber
Van Acker Construction

SHOP FOR TAM
Book Passage
Macy’s
Mill Valley Market
Mollie Stone’s Markets
O$ce Depot
Safeway

CONTRIBUTORS
Fenzi Design
Julie & Mitchell Kertzman
Lucinda’s Mexican Food
Lynda Fiesel Art Direction
McKinley Media, LLC   William McKinley
Mill Valley Services
Piazza D’Angelo/ Hotel Healdsburg
Starbucks Co"ee Company
WilkesSport

MAJOR PATRON   $12,000 
Mill Valley Market

MAJOR BENEFACTOR   $2500-$4999
Alix & Company Fine Jewelry     Janet Alex
Bob Buckter Color Consultant
Donate Your Old Car to Tam   Al Liebof
Tina Jennings   Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

BENEFACTOR   $1500-$2499
INCORE Corp   Je"rey L. Freiberg
Payroll Resource Group     Grant Morris
Redwood Security Systems    Bob Nagy

FELLOW   $1000-$1499
Budish Insurance Services     James Budish
Chambers & Chambers     Barbara Chambers
City Carpets    Leigh Bakhtiari
David Ogden, Realtor
Kellie A. Magee, DDS & Gary Nelson, DDS
Marin New Homes   Bruce & Marcine Engel
Montecito Plaza Shopping Center  Dennis Fisco
Sage Educators
Sloat Garden Centers
Wareham Property Group
Warren Mullen, Paci!c Union GMAC

SPONSOR   $500-$600
Allie g    Ronnie Unger
Anawalt Custom Builders    Tom Anawalt
Boyd Lighting Company    Jay Sweet
Brandon Partners     Rick & Cheryl Brandon
Broker Risk Management    Bill Jansen

Tam High Foundation Business Partners 2007-2008

!anks again for helping to “Light !eir Minds”!
(List as of 3/15/08.  We apologize if anyone is inadvertently omitted.  Please contact the Tam High Foudation O"ce with questions.)
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Parents may wind up paying thousands of dollars in fines if they let their kids drink at 
house parties. The City Council passed the Social Host Ordinance with a unanimous vote on  
January 22 to make Mill Valley the latest Marin city to pass such a law. The code is designed to 
combat underage alcohol use by holding party hosts, especially adults, accountable.

The ordinance states that “no person shall knowingly allow drinking with two or more persons 
under the age of 21.” The fine for the first offense is $750, the second $850 and the third $1,000, 
and the cost for police response may also be included. Offenders may be subjected to misdemeanor 
criminal citations and community service.

One week before the ordinance was passed, a press conference addressing the ordinance was held 
on the Tamalpais High School campus. The deliberations followed a survey passed out last month 
that found that 62 percent of youth who drink do so most often at a social event. The survey was 
conducted county-wide and was sponsored by the Marin Youth Health Advisory Council, a local 
non-profit group.

The county passed a version of the Social Host Ordinance in October 2006. Soon after, Novato, 
San Rafael, San Anselmo, Fairfax and Tiburon passed ordinances, and the laws have been cited 
at nearly a dozen parties in the past year. Many of these parties hosted over 100 people, some of 
whom possessed other illegal drugs and weapons, said Gary Najarian, the alcohol and drug preven-
tion coordinator for Marin Health and Human Services.

The state of California recently gave the Tamalpais Union High School District a $1.1 million 
grant to fight teenage drinking. The Mill Valley Police Department, the City Council, the Youth 
Leadership Institute, and the Marin Health and Human Services Office are backing the ordinance.

Tam Principal Chris Holleran spoke at the press conference. “We have to acknowledge the reality 
that this is a problem,” said Holleran. 

Lindsay Haynes of the MVPD hopes the various groups will be able to work together. “The ordi-
nance will give officers another tool to combat underage drinking,” said Haynes.

But not everyone believes the ordinance will help, and others, mostly teens, do not believe the 
problem needs to be addressed at all. 

Tam senior Thomas Park doesn’t support the ordinance because it pushes teen parties away from 
adult supervision.  

“I think it’s better if you can drink with your parents; it’s safer,” said Park.

The Associated Student Body (ASB), however, has put itself behind the ordinance. Senior and ASB 
President Chelsea Heaney spoke at the MYHAC press conference. She suggested that Marin needs 
a two-pronged approach to curbing teen drinking. 

According to Heaney, “[We] need more accountability and more places to have fun.” 

Little has been done to address Heaney’s second recommendation. Officials have yet to provide 
many safer entertainment alternatives to underage drinking and drug use. ❖

Reprinted from the Tam News Student Newspaper 

Drinking Pays — the State 
by Seniors Eric Brandon and Sam Congdon

Professional Actors Add to 
Students’ Study of  
Shakespeare
By Abigail Levine, English Teacher

This month, Tam students were lucky 
to have a visit from two guest artists to sup-
port their reading of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  
Professional Shakespearean actors and teachers 
Julianna Rees (who also works extensively with 
Tam’s CTE) and Lauren Pizzi brought their 
expertise into the sophomore English classes to 
provide an alternate, performance-based look 
at the Scottish Play.  Students participated in 
hands-on activities that focused on examin-
ing the ways a performer accesses a character, 
interprets theme, and communicates emotion 
through the written word.

For the past three years, the Tam High Founda-
tion has graciously supported this work by 
funding the guest artists’ visits to our freshmen 
and sophomore classrooms. Freshmen, who 
read Romeo and Juliet, will also have the op-
portunity to work with the guest artists as they 
prepare for their performance-based finals in 
the spring.

It is always such a pleasure to see how enthu-
siastic the students are about reading Shake-
speare, and this kind of activity provides a new 
way for the students to relate to and under-
stand the material. Last year, the Foundation 
increased the funding, allowing the artists to 
spend two full block periods with the stu-
dents, instead of one, a positive shift which 
has enabled the classes to do more in-depth 
and intensive work on the text. This is a great 
opportunity for students who may not be in-
volved in theater to get a taste of performance, 
and for students who are already a part of a 
theater program to further their understanding.  
We hope to be able to continue to provide this 
experience in future years. ❖

Guest artist Lauren Pizzi talks to students about 
Shakespeare from an actor’s perspective.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

APRIL 2: POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING NIGHT  
Tam will hold a post-high school planning night for sophomores, juniors and their parents on Wednesday, April 2, at 6:30 pm in the Student Center. 
Come and learn about the admissions process for the University of California, California State University, private schools, and the programs and 
transfer options at community colleges.  There will also be a brief discussion on financial aid.  Our speakers will be from UC Berkeley, San Francisco 
State, the College of Marin and Willamette University (Salem, OR). Students and parents are urged to attend this extremely informative event.

APRIL 22:  COLLEGE OF MARIN PLACEMENT TEST 
Seniors planning to attend College of Marin next fall will have an opportunity to take the mandatory placement tests in English and math at Tam 
on Tuesday, April 22, from 9 am-noon, in the computer lab.  Make-up tests will be given at COM in May.  Seniors planning to attend another com-
munity college should call that school now for information on its placement tests.  Sign up for the COM placement test in the College and Career 
Center.  

MARIN COUNTY COLLEGE FAIR:  APRIL 23  
Dominican University will host a college fair on Wednesday, April 23, from 6-8 pm, in its recreation center in San Rafael. There will be booths  
sponsored by more than 150 colleges and workshops on financial aid and college admissions testing. There will be other college fairs on Thursday, 
April 17, from 3-7pm, at the Concourse Exhibition Center, San Francisco, and Tuesday, April 22, from 6-8pm at Sonoma State University.   

OPEN HOUSE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES 
One way to visit campuses is to take advantage of open house and preview programs, sponsored by many universities. Below are a few open house 
dates at schools popular with Tam students.  For information on other colleges, contact the campus directly. 

CAMPUS EVENT DATES MORE INFORMATION

UC Davis Picnic Day April 19         www.picnicday.ucdavis.edu   
CSU Humboldt Preview April 11, 12   www.humboldt.edu 
UC Irvine April 19        www.uci.edu/celebrate 
UC Berkeley Cal Day April 12         www.calday.berkeley.edu 
CSU Long Beach April 26         outreach.csulb.edu/openhouse

Further information on UC preview and open house days for admitted and prospective students is available at: www.ucop.edu/pathways/ucnotes/
Feb08/spring.html

SAT and ACT REGISTRATION DATES 
The last SATs for the ’07-’08 school year will be given on May 3 and June 7. Sign up online at www.collegeboard.com.  The last ACT will be on  
June 14.  Register online at www.act.org.

Juniors applying to four-year colleges are encouraged to take the SAT Reasoning Test this spring.  In addition, many juniors also choose to take the 
ACT, which is accepted equally with the SAT. Juniors who plan to apply to the University of California must also submit two SAT subject tests.  
Students who are completing a subject this year, such as biology, are strongly advised to take the subject test in that area this spring instead of waiting 
until senior year when they will have forgotten some of the material.  

The College and Career Center has practice books and information on preparing for the tests.  Free SAT and ACT test preparation is available online 
at www.number2.com. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SENIORS  
The College and Career Center updates the list of national, local and school-specific scholarships on PrepHQ each week. In addition, the Career 
Center takes the local scholarship listings from PrepHQ and compiles the Green Sheet, which is available in the Career Center.  Many Tam students 
have been successful in receiving scholarships listed on the Green Sheet.   Students do not need to have a 4.0 or to attend a four-year college to earn a 
scholarship.  Awards may be based on need, merit, community service, talent (such as sports or art), interests (such as engineering or botany),  
ethnicity, where the student lives, where a parent works or a combination of any of these factors.  Applications are available online and in the  
College and Career Center. ❖

College and Career Center Services
Susan Gertman, College and Career Specialist, Sgertman@tuhsd.marin.k12.ca.us, 380-3582
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Here’s what’s happening in April 
for teens at the Mill Valley Public Library. 
Remember, events at the library are always 
free.  On !ursday, April 17, from 7-8 pm, 
we will present “Legal Rights for Teens,” 
a discussion with David Vogelstein (Tam 
High mock trial team coach) and Mill Valley 
Police Captain James Wickham. !ey will 

discuss legal issues affecting local teens and 
answer questions from audience members. 
!is is a teen- only event. 

!en on !ursday, April 24, from 7-8:30 
pm, Darcy Van Gelder-Vasudev will return 
to the library to bring the ancient art of 
henna painting to our Creekside Room.  

Like our previous henna events, this work-
shop includes a discussion on the origins and 
history of henna, safety issues, recipes for 
mixing henna, elements of design, a dem-
onstration, and hands-on practice. !is is 
also a teen- only event (age 13-19), signup is 
required and parental permission is required 
for teens under 18. 

April promises to be a very busy month for CTE with new 
plays in the works, a trip to London, and the annual Mother Lode High 
School Theatre Festival at Amador High School. Meanwhile, CTE stu-
dents are hearing about their college acceptances and alumni have good 
news as well.  The spring of 2008 promises to be one of the most creative 
seasons yet for the student company!

First is up is “Scary Play,” by Judith Johnson, directed by Daniel 
Caldwell, founder of CTE and long-time Tam drama instructor. The 
play was commissioned by the National Theatre in London as part of its 
Shell Connections series, which sponsors plays by leading playwrights 
for young actors and audiences. The story follows a group of young 
kids in 1960s London. A night of boredom leads them to a spooky, 
haunted house. The eerie location spawns a huge adventure waiting to 
be embarked upon, leading to unexpected events later in the night that 
test their courage, friendship, and secret fears. The cast includes Patrick 
Phillips, Erin McCauley, Elise Rheiner, Casper Gorner, Rebecca Reiner, 
Alex Riaboff, Lauren Wright, Lila Scott, and Bodhi Warner. Student 
designers are Barbara Begley, Gabe Spellberg, Holly Nichols and Sam 
Congdon with Emily Woods as stage manager. Scary Play performs April 
17, 22-24 at the Caldwell Theater at 7 pm. Tickets for students/seniors 
are $5 and for adults are $12, with no tickets sold until one hour before 
the performance begins. Please remember that there is no late seating to 
prevent disruption of the performances. 

“Scary Play” will also be performed at the Mother Lode Drama Festi-
val in Sutter Creek, California over the weekend of April 18-20. Tam 
students will perform scenes and monologues, which will be judged and 
ranked at the festival, which is hosted by Amador High School and is the 
oldest high school theater festival in Northern California. CTE has won 
numerous awards there in the past and attending the festival is always a 
highlight for the students involved. 

Speaking of anticipation! Thirty students from CTE will be traveling to 
London this month with instructors Susan Brashear, Ben Cleaveland and 
Heather Basarab to explore the rich history of theater and the events that 

shaped it. They will attend productions at the National Theatre, the Roy-
al Court, the Almeida Theatre, and the Old Vic, and will see the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s production of “Richard II” in the West End. 
Ralph Fiennes, Simon Russell Beale, Eileen Atkins, Claire Higgins, Kevin 
Spacey and Jeff Goldblum are among the actors in the plays the students 
will see. These plays encompass a wide variety of styles, both classical and 
contemporary. The students will attend backstage tours of the National 
Theatre and the Globe Theatre, which will highlight the progression of 
theater production, and will view a special exhibit on influential designs 
in stage production at the Victoria and Albert Museum’s new theater 
wing. This trip marks the fourth journey to London for CTE with the 
largest number of students traveling… almost double the previous trips! 
Anticipation is high in the days leading up to departure after months of 
preparation for this day.

CTE also eagerly awaits the culmination of months of preparation for the 
all student-written works to be performed in this year’s Spring One Act 
Festival.  Over 20 students have written new works for submission to the 
festival. Student directors will direct about 60 percent of these plays while 
the remaining plays will be presented in staged readings over the course 
of the rest of the school year. Under the guidance of guest artist Robert 
Ernst and a team of dedicated playwright leaders (Robbie Bruens, Casey 
Hanley and Teddy Hulsker), the budding playwrights have written and 
revised their work for consideration in the festival. This project is spon-
sored by a generous donation from the Josh Matthews Family Memorial 
Fund in support of artistic work that would not otherwise be possible 
for CTE to support from its annual budget. More on this story will be 
featured in the May issue of the Tam Family.

The month of May will prove to be just as busy as April with the upcom-
ing yearbook project called A Slice of PAI, plus the Spring One Act Festi-
val currently in the works. 2007-08 has produced a wide variety of plays 
and ambitious productions for CTE as we continue to explore the range 
of possibilities in the new Caldwell Theatre.  Catch these last glimpses of 
this year’s seniors before they depart TAM and enjoy what remains to be 
seen before the year ends officially. Hope to see you there! ❖

CTE’s Scary Play Heads to Mother Lode Festival
By Susan Brashear, CTE Teacher

On the Shelf From the Mill Valley Public Library
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!anks to a generous grant from the 
Tam High Foundation, teacher Lyanne Abreu 
and her environmental science class are using 
a space behind the kitchen in the Student 
Center to build and soon plant an organic 
garden. !e space, which was previously un-
used, will now be put to a new and wonder-
ful purpose.  !e district has fenced and re-
cently gated the area, which is underneath an 
old oak tree and Ms Abreu and her students 
are having a wall and wooden raised beds 
built for planting herbs and vegetables this 
spring.  !e plan is to educate this year’s class 
and all future classes as well as the general 
campus community about the value, both 
in terms of taste and economics, of locally 
grown, pesticide-free produce, particularly 
in this time of high fuel costs. !e food Ms. 
Arbreu and her classes will produce will be 
used in the school menu and served to both 
students and staff.  Every season will produce 
new treats.

So hat’s off to a forward-thinking science 
teacher and her students! ❖

 
 

 

 

Now this is really local  
produce!
By Gail Mason

This freshly constructed wall will support the 
raised beds.

AUTO SHOP IN ACTION
Here are Tam students performing four-wheel alignments and various repairs using 
the alignment machine and the alignment rack so generously funded by the Tam 
High Foundation. Students use this equipment frequently and gain much industry 
knowledge and skill by having access to this fabulous equipment!

Alec Vaille compensates for wheel run-out in preparation for an alignment.

Francisco Avalos shows off our hydraulic lift

Dylan Buffington installs a wheel alignment head



S T U D E N T  L I F E

12                                  T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y                                                                                                                                                                                        T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y                                                                                 13

Hello everyone!  I’ll start with a recap of last month’s events:

Student Trustee and Junior class Treasurer Wyatt Frei was one of 45 
delegates to the Youth Action Summit of California, held in Ontario, 
California, March 15-17.  Wyatt participated in the health issue 
group (other issue groups included intolerance, poverty and hunger, 
environmentalism, and human rights).  !e students researched the 
issues, brainstormed possible solutions, and recorded their presenta-
tion to share with student groups in Manchester, England, as well as 
Russia and Kazakhstan.  !ey also prepared individual action plans 
for follow-up once they returned home.  Congratulations to Wyatt for 
representing Tam.

!e March 10 blood drive brought in 65 donors with another 19 
turned away for travel or health reasons.  !anks to all who supported 
the Blood Centers of the Pacific!

On the night of Open House, March 20, the Class of 2008 put on 
the largest-to-date senior silent auction, featuring over 150 items 
for bid.  As of press time, earnings figures are yet to be finalized, but 
thanks to all of our donors and all of our bidders for supporting the 
senior class!

On March 21, ASB played host to Sportscenter Tam, our annual 
spring dance in Ruby Scott Gym.  Over 400 students purchased 
tickets to the dance, which featured an athletics theme that was very 
successful.  Almost everyone came dressed in the jersey of one of their 
favorite teams or players, or one of their own jerseys from their school 

or club teams.  Some boys’ lacrosse players actually came wearing their 
shoulder pads!

By the time this issue goes to press, the ASB elections should be de-
cided.  !e competitive races are for ASB president, between  
Molly Maloney and Nolan Mattox (both from the class of 2009), 
and for senior class president, between Allie Green and newcomer 
Stephanie Oh.

Upcoming events for April include a staff vs. student volleyball  
game on April 2 at lunch in Gus Gym, and preparations for the  
multicultural assembly on May 2.

Link Crew is sponsoring a dance on April 25 in Ruby Scott Gym.  
!e theme is MORP (prom spelled mbackwards), with the idea be-
ing that freshmen and sophomores can go to the dance, but juniors 
and seniors can come only if invited by an underclassman.  Also, 
instead of dressing to the nines, suggested dress is at the other end of 
the spectrum–trade in your tux for your old painting clothes for this 
dance.  Look for tickets on sale when we return from spring break.  As 
usual, no tickets will be sold at the door.  For dress code and other in-
formation, please see http://staff.tamhigh.org/berkhout/pages/dance.
htm.  MORP will be a Tam-only dance.

For more information or to get involved with the activities and 
leadership program here at Tam, feel free to email me at pberkhout@
tamdistrict.org. ❖

Leadership News
By Peter Berkhout, Activities Director

(L-R) Tess Rockers, Cara Campton, Madison Hughes, Sarah May, Olivia 
Wells, and Lemeki Salusalu take a break from decorating for the Redwoods 
Retirement Community Senior Prom to pose for a picture.

 Tam students Katie Schlueter, Chelsea Heaney, Lauren Milosky (front row, 
left) and Wyatt Frei, Kristin Cerda-Womack, Madison Hughes, and Avery 
Mosser learn the “Cowboy Charleston” at the Redwoods Retirement Com-
munity Senior Prom on March 14.
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!e HonorT/CSF Clubs are for students interested in meeting 
and working with many of Tam’s high achieving students in  
academics and community service. To explain a little about each 
club:
 
CSF stands for California Scholarship Federation. It is dedicated to 
honoring students with high academic achievements. Students earn 
points based on their academic performance. !ree points are given 
for an “A”, one point for a “B”, and zero for a “C”. Grades of “B” 
in honors or AP classes earn two points. CSF membership requires 
a total of ten points or more from academic classes in a semester. 
However, a grade of “D” or “F” in ANY course disqualifies a student 
from membership.
 
Honor T was founded as the Tamalpais High Honors Society in 
the 1920s, but has evolved into Tam’s community service club. To 
be part of Honor T, students must have a minimum grade point 
average of 3.0, without honors or AP credits, and a “D” or “F” 

grade means disqualification. Since Honor T is primarily a service 
club, to be a member a student must complete ten hours of com-
munity service each semester. Community service must be done on 
Tam’s campus (e.g. unpaid peer tutor, service at school function, 
active member in a club) and focus on supporting Tam High School 
students and its campus.
 
Honor T and CSF have combined club activities, but each is a 
separate club. Most participating students join both, but it is not 
required. All grades and GPAs for qualification must be from high 
school, so freshmen may only apply during their second semes-
ter. Dues are two dollars each semester, although scholarships are 
available. Lifetime membership in each club is attained after four 
semesters of membership. All lifetime members of either club receive 
an award at the Senior Award Night of their senior year, get to wear 
a cord at graduation, and receive a seal of recognition for their diplo-
ma. Please contact Assistant Principal Tom Drescher at tdrescher@
tamdistrict.org if you have any questions. ❖

Tamalpais High School Honor T/CSF Clubs

�

�

To RSVP or for more information call the Tam High Foundation Office 380-3565 or go to www.Tam100.org.
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The boys’ golf team recently stunned league leader and perennial 
favorite Marin Catholic with a 181-192 upset at the Mill Valley Golf Course, 
boosting the team’s league record to 4-3 as of our March 20 deadline. The Marin 
County Athletic League is particularly competitive in golf because it includes 
three private schools, Branson, MC and Justin-Siena, which tend to draw top 
talent in the sport.

Junior Zach Lindberg and sophomore Christian Jordan led the way against MC. 
The fact that most of the Hawks golfers are sophomores bodes well for the next 
couple of seasons. 

Despite losing nine players from last year’s championship roster to graduation, 
the boys’ tennis team is off to a 7-1 start in league competition, for a firm hold on 
second place. The only loss so far has been to archrival Redwood, which is among 
the best teams in Northern California. Leading the charge are Hawks juniors C.J. 
Fazekas at No. 1 singles and Alex Kaiser at No. 2 singles. 

The boys’ volleyball team, currently in a second place tie with a 2-1 record, is re-
bounding nicely from a disappointing season last year. Notable players are senior 
Ozzie Siedman and junior Mott Schweitzer. 

Soccer Team Alone in First

Tam’s girls’ soccer team is in first place at 3-0-1 in league play and 6-0-2 overall. 
Leading the only undefeated team in the league are juniors Alicia Blose, Jessica 
Heiges and Julia Raney.

The girls’ softball team is in second place at 4-2 in league and 7-2 overall. Keep-
ing opposing team scores in check are senior pitcher Hallie Richards and junior 
pitcher Cara Trombadore, with perennial all-league senior Annemarie Iker behind 
the plate. 

Girls’ lacrosse is 1-0 in league play. (MCAL lacrosse teams play each other only 
once per season.) Seniors Kat McNeil and Lisa Mithun are leading the charge. 
The boys’ lacrosse team has not yet played a game. but is 6-4 in pre-season play. 
Notable players are juniors Jake Orlick and Johnny Davenport.

The boys’ and girls’ track teams are both 2-0 in league meets. Boys’ swimming is 
2-0 and girls’ swimming is 0-1.

The baseball team is off to a rough start at 0-5 league and 1-6 overall, after  
losing several players to graduation. The team’s top hitters are junior center fielder 
Colton Danz and senior first baseman C.J. Doherty, who recently moved here 
from Minnesota. Junior Gage Haevernick is the team’s leading pitcher. ❖

Hawks Golfers and Tennis Players Stroke their Way 
to Victory
by Tom Davey

Be the change you wish to see. Support the athletic program at Tam and get involved in 
the Boosters! Boosters is the parent volunteer organization that supports all athletic teams 
at Tam High. We are actively seeking parents to take leadership positions for next year. For 
more information, please contact Patti Boston at pj32flynn@aol.com, 381-8959. ❖

Join the Tam Boosters

This year is the first year Tam has had a saling 
team in a long time, and we had a great season 
of sailing on San Francisco Bay. The team sails 
out of the San Francisco Yacht Club, located in 
Belvedere. The facility is fantastic, and the  
setting and sailing conditions can’t be beat. 

The team participates from September through 
April, practicing a few days a week after school, 
and competes in weekend races. Boats are pro-
vided for the team. This is a program designed 
for sailors who want to increase their racing 
skills, and participate in an active team. Experi-
ence is necessary, this is not a “learn how to sail 
program.”

If you are interested and would like to know 
more, please feel free to contact me:  
hilarydesign@earthlink.net. For those who are 
interested and want to brush up on their skills, 
the San Francisco Yacht Club Junior Program 
starts in June, and is a great way to become a 
better sailor. They have summer camps for all 
levels. You can check them out at: www.sfyc.org 
(go to their Youth Sailing link). ❖

Tam High Sailing Team -  
Experienced Sailors Wanted 
for Next Year
by Hilary Andersen

High school sailing teams sail in a two man boat called an FJ  
(Flying Junior) as pictured above. Fun boats to sail!



14                                   T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y                                                                                                                                                                                        T H E  T A M  F A M I L Y                                                                                 15

S P O R T S

While fighting to win the ball, junior Julia Raney is 
sandwiched by two Marin Catholic players.

Senior Scamp Garratt heads the ball toward 
her teammates and away from a Marin 
Catholic player, while freshman Phebe Miller 
watches to make her move.

Tam girls relay team (L-R) Mattie Winkler, Erin Schlueter, Katie Schlueter and Amelia Harvey hope to make it to the NCS for 
the third time in a row this year.

SAVE by Gabby Guaiumi shuts out Novato 
form scoring.  Tam vs. Novato

Alyssa Miller’s winning GOAL. Tam vs. Redwood
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