
As the first semester came to a close, AIM was abuzz with finishing documentaries 
and visiting with guest speakers.  AIM students worked long hours finishing and perfect-
ing their first semester documentaries.  !ey were prompted to examine an aspect of the 
American lifestyle that has changed since the Summer of Love and the topics covered in the 
films ranged far and wide.  !emes included the music business, technology, news and media 
coverage, dating, major league baseball and the Bolinas Art School.

In early December, we were excited to welcome a special guest speaker, Peter Coyote!  Mr. 
Coyote spoke to the students and teachers for two captivating hours about working with the 
Haight-Ashbury group “!e Diggers” and living in San Francisco in the 1960s, including the 
famous Summer of Love in 1967. After his talk he fielded questions from the audience.  

Starting second semester, AIM will have a guest speaker every Friday to discuss and educate 
the students 
on a variety 
of curriculum 
issues covered 
in economics 
and govern-
ment, English 
and media 
studies classes 
including 
the political 
parties, the 
upcoming 
election, the 
Iraq war and 
the film 

process (including direction, narration, cinematography and writing).  AIM is putting out an 
open call asking any professionals who have insight in these areas to please contact Ms. Scharf, 
Mr. Tarpinian, or Mr. Goldstein at 3aimteachers@gmail.com if you would be willing to speak 
or share your work with us.

Finally, applications for sophomores interested in joining AIM in the fall will soon be avail-
able.  AIM students will visit sophomore history classes to talk about the program, answer 
questions, show sample films, and hand out applications in early February.  !ere will be 
student information meetings on Friday, February 8 and Wednesday, February 13 during tu-
torial in the Student Center.  !ere will also be a parent information meeting on Wednesday, 
February 13, at 7 pm, upstairs in the Student Center.  All sophomore applications are due on 
Friday, March 7.
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!e tenth annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Birthday Celebration was held in 
Marin City on January 21. Festivities includ-
ed the construction of an intergenerational 
peace garden by community members and 
the Marin Conservation Corps. Dan Daniels 
of the NAACP was the keynote speaker and 
many elected officials spoke as well. Tam 
Senior D’George Hines and friends provided 
the entertainment.

Many awards were received by Tam staff and 
students. Librarian Specialist Barbara “Babs” 
Morgan received the Marin City Community 
Service Award. Staff Assistant Jewel Barrow 
received the Marin City Community Leader-
ship Award. Students Malachia Hoover, Mar-
quice Clay and Tyrell Coleman received Han-
nah Project Awards for improved academic 
achievement, and Jae Min Shin, Charlotte 
Rosenfield and Mackenzie Engel won awards 
for their artwork.

        Photo’s to follow in Student Life on page 10 !
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Here’s a look at some of the modern-
ization activity that took place on campus 
during the last week of January:

• Repair water main 
• Finish excavating Lower Keyser  
   footings
• Pour concrete into Lower Keyser  
  footings and install rebar
• Begin excavation of Upper Keyser  
  footings

Foundation work continues on the rest of 
the Keyser foundation in the coming weeks.

Student tardies continue to be a concern for teachers and administration. 
When Students show up late to class, they miss valuable class time including bell 
quizzes, warm-up activities, class lecture and dissemination of other important  
information. In addition, students late to class disrupt the learning environment  
for others. 

In order to remedy this problem, Tam administration will pilot a new tardy policy 
that helps support regular, punctual class attendance. Students will be issued a deten-
tion for every third tardy they receive for a class.  For example, a student with nine 
tardies in the same class throughout a semester would receive a detention at the 3rd, 
6th, and 9th tardy. Our goal is to help reinforce the importance of arriving to class 
on time, which ultimately improves overall classroom success. We appreciate your  
support in this matter.



Please check appropriate boxes:

 # My check for $_________ is enclosed payable to: 
TAM HIGH FOUNDATION

# Charge to my credit card # Visa  # Mastercard

Signature:

#    exp.

# charge entire amount now 
# charge montly, divide now until June 
# charge in $______ increments until pledge is met

$

Tam High Students !ank You for Putting Education First
Cut out and mail this pledge form to: 

Tam High Foundation, 700 Miller Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941  (415) 380-3565

TAM HIGH ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Name:

Address:

City & Zip:

Student Name:                                          Grade:

Telephone:

I pledge:   #$100    #$300    #$500    #$1,000

    #$2,500    #$5,000    #$10,000    #other

   
# My company participates in a matching fund program.  THF id#63-0385326



Get ready to celebrate Tam’s 100th birthday. Tam’s annual gala event and fundrais-
ing auction will be held this year on May 26 at the Mill Valley Community Center.

We are in the process of planning this festive evening and would love to include everyone who 
has the inclination to help. We are in need of helpers on each and every committee: solicita-
tions, food, decorations, baskets, communication, check-in and cleanup.

We are also accepting donations for the event. We would love to receive bed and breakfast/ho-
tel accommodations, restaurant certificates for two or more, airline miles to accompany our 
already-donated accommodations in Italy, or a week at a vacation home. We would also love 
to receive creatively filled baskets and offers for parties. Let your imagination go wild!

All proceeds from the auction will go to Tam High Foundation. If willing and able, please call 
or e-mail Patti Bertenthal (388-5863) howardbertenthal@aol.com or Joyce Porter (308-0490) 
jporter3@hotmail.com."

Come one, come all  
to a night of serenading and 
beautiful music played by 
our music students at our 
fabulous Valentine’s Dinner, February 7, from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm, in Ruby Scott Auditorium. 
Dinner will be catered by Gira Polli, with 
an assortment of desserts from local Marin 
bakeries. !e cost for this annual fundraising 
dinner is $20 for adults, $15 for teens, $10 
for children, and $10 for music students. 
Entrance is through the Daniel Caldwell Per-
forming Arts Center. Hope to see you there.

!e Music Department’s Solo and Ensemble 
Concerts will be held on February 6 and 13 
at 6:30 pm in the Daniel Caldwell !e-
atre. !ere is an abundance of talent so do 
come and listen to our very talented music 
students.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MARCH

March 6: District Band Festival, with the 
Symphonic Orchestra, Dominican Univer-
sity, at 7 pm.

March 7: Chabot College Jazz Festival, with 
the Jazz Band.

March 13: THUMB meeting at 7 pm in 
the music room (Band Box). We will discuss 
the annual Phonathon and the Centennial 
Celebration in May, in which the Music De-
partment will play a big part. Music parents 
please plan to attend.

On April 3, members of the choir will  
perform in the Broadway Revue, held at  
142 !rockmorton !eatre, at 7 pm. !is 
is always a delightful performance of show 
tunes. "

 

Happy New Year from Parent to Parent Connection
Did you know that the University of California has a guaranteed junior admission agreement 
with all California Community Colleges?  Did you know that the curriculum at community 
colleges is equivalent to Cal’s?  

For the parents of students with learning challenges, be they mild or significant, the high 
school years often are a high stress time for the entire family. !is is why we hope you will join 
us on February 13, for our second meeting of 2008, titled “Four Year College Isn’t the Only 
Way:  Other Options, Including Two Year Colleges” with Robert Flynn from College of Marin 
& Barbara McCune, Drake college and career counselor.

Robert Flynn has been an academic counselor at COM for the past 30 years and is also a par-
ent.  He has valuable, time-tested insights to share in helping both parent and student “find 
their way.”  Drake College and Career Counselor Barbara McCune will speak about alterna-
tives to attending a four year college directly out of high school.  !is evening will provide 
parents with an opportunity to learn and ask questions about viable and exciting options to 
further your student’s education beyond high school. 

As usual, we will open each meeting a half hour before the program to allow for informal 
discussion and networking with other parents.

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Upcoming p2p Meeting Schedule

(Second Wednesday of every month, 6:30 pm-9pm, Kreps Conference Center, Redwood High 
School; program at 7 pm, informal parent meeting time, 6:30-7pm.)

February 9:  Bound4College, Parent/Student Saturday Workshop, 10 am – 12:30 pm; REG-
ISTRATION CLOSED AS OF 11/2/2007.

February 13: Four Year College Isn’t the Only Way:  Other Options, Including Two Year Col-
leges. Robert Flynn from COM and Barbara McCune, Drake college & career counselor.

March 12: Broadening High School Experience: Some New and Nontraditional Options 
(TEAM, internships, Regional Occupational Program, Drake’s Engineering Academy, Outward 
Bound, peer counseling, Teen Emergency Response Team, construction technology class). "



Plan to stay in town this Memorial Day weekend so you don’t miss all the fun! 
!e Tam 100 Centennial Committee has been meeting monthly for the past year planning 
celebrations for the weekend of May 24-26.  Funds generated from events will help create the 
new campus Centennial Plaza for the reconstructed Keyser facility.  All community members, 
alumni, and staff are invited to participate – over 10,000 invitations will be sent out this 
spring!  Here’s some of what you can expect.

Centennial Weekend Schedule

Friday, May 23 
Afternoon: Centennial Student Rally; possibly movie or play performance 
Evening: Mini reunions by class or decade

Saturday, May 24 
Morning: 5K fun run 
Evening: Tam documentary premiere; CTE “Yearbook” production

Sunday, May 25 
Morning & Afternoon: History Walk through Tam by Mill Valley historical society 
Evening: Tam Foundation Centennial Dinner Event

Monday, May 26 
Morning: Parade and merchandise sales 
Afternoon: “Day on the Green” with live music, food, games 
Evening: Fireworks!

!e main event will be the Centennial Din-
ner Event on Sunday, May 25, a combined 
project of the Tam High Foundation, the 
Tam Alumni Association, and the Tam 100 
Centennial Committee.  Hundreds of people 
will gather under a huge tent for reunions, 
a silent auction, sit-down dinner, music, 
dancing and surprises.  Two Tam teachers are 
preparing a documentary on the high school 
experience with Tam as the background, the 
Tam drama department will present an origi-
nal production based on real quotations from 
Tam yearbooks, the Tam music department is 
organizing a marvelous music festival for the 
entire family, and Centennial merchandise 
from shirts to aprons is now on sale.  

For more information and updates, check out 
www.Tam100.org.  



Summer Opportunities

Internships are a great way to explore a potential career and get work experience. Intern-
ships through the School to Career Partnership are available in a wide variety of fields, includ-
ing healthcare, computers, community groups, business, law, environment, media, hospitality 
and more. Students usually have more time to focus on their internship during the summer 
than during the school year and often have a richer experience. Some examples of these richer 
opportunities include being able to see courtroom procedures, going on a full-day photo 
shoot, observing surgical procedures or following a reporter on interviews. During the summer 
students are required to work a minimum of nine hours per week for the six-week period as 
well as attend a once a week ROP (Regional Occupational Program) career management class 
at the Marin County Office of Education. !e summer program runs from June 16-July 25. 
Applications are due on May 30 and will be available after spring break.

Spring Internships

Spring internships will begin on February 25 and go through April 25. Students are required 
to work a minimum of six hours a week after school for this eight-week period. 

Other School to Career Services 

As the School to Career Liaison for Tamalpais High School, I am available in the College and 
Career Center on Tuesdays and !ursdays.  I assist students with internship placement and 
preparation and help students set up job shadow or informational interviewing opportunities.  
I also assist students with resume writing, interviewing skills, and offer career exploration field 
trips events and activities. 

 

Welcome back!
Tam’s Canned Food Drive was a rousing success, blasting through our goal of 1500 
cans by a more than 500-can margin!  !anks to all the families who donated and helped out 
hundreds of local hungry families served by the Marin Community Food Bank.

!e Junior Class (of 2009) will organize the first major Leadership event of 2008: the Junior/
Senior Winter Formal. !is year’s dance will be held at the Golden Gate Club in the Presidio 
on Saturday, February 9. Tam’s administration has updated the school’s dance behavior policy. 
Check out the new procedures by clicking the “Tam Dance Info” link on the ASB website 
(http://staff.tamhigh.org/berkhout/pages/dance.htm). 

Looking ahead: the Senior silent auction is coming up at the March 20 Open House. We are 
looking for any donations including things like sports tickets, voice lessons, bottles of wine, 
etc. Please contact Laura Philpott via email at lauralizzer89@comcast.net, or phone at (415) 
302-5311. Donations will be due in early March.

As always, for questions, or to get involved with the Activities Program at Tam, please  
email me at pberkhout@tamdistrict.org

!e Tam Drama Department is de-
veloping an original play based on past Tam 
yearbook signatures and messages.  We’ve 
been gathering samples of PAI (the traditional 
name of the Tamal–PAI-as yearbook) signa-
tures going way back in Tam history.  Tam 
Drama alum Wendell Willat (1985) is the 
guest director leading the project.  Fourteen 
student actors will act in the play that will run 
May 7-10 at the Daniel Caldwell Perform-
ing Arts Center. A crew of eight students will 
design the technical aspects of the production.  
We hope that the play will also contribute to 
the Tam Centennial activities happening in 
late May.

We are looking for material that is meaning-
ful, funny, heartfelt, or that captures the 
unique experiences that have been shared at 
Tam over the years.  So far we’ve found mate-
rial going back to the 1930s and we hope to 
find the earliest PAI material possible. Origi-
nal music will also be a part of the project.  
!e text will be edited, juxtaposed, and pieced 
together for dramatic effect.

If you have signatures or messages from past 
Tam yearbooks that you think might be po-
tential material, please photocopy them and 
put them in my mailbox at school, or send by 
regular mail.  Let us know if you would prefer 
names to be included or not.  

!anks for your help as we generate this 
unique script,





UPCOMING EVENTS
February 5 & March 12:  Pre-Registration for College of Marin —A representative from 
the College of Marin will be in the College and Career Center on Tuesday, February 5, during 
lunch and on Wednesday, March 12, during tutorial, to meet with seniors interested in attend-
ing COM next fall. !e rep will explain the vocational, two-year and transfer options available 
at community college, financial aid and how to register. Students will have the opportunity to 
fill out an application.  

February 13:  Financial Aid Application Workshop—Representatives from the Marin 
Education Fund will be in the computer lab in Hoetger Hall during tutorial, 9:45-10:45 am, 
on Wednesday, February 13, to help seniors and parents fill out financial aid applications. !e 
Marin Education Fund is an excellent source of financial aid and scholarship information. Go 
to marineduationfund.org or call 459-4240. 

PRACTICE TESTS—Tam offers practice SAT, ACT and subject tests to help students 
familiarize themselves with college entrance exams. !e fee, $10 each for the SAT and ACT 
and $5 for each subject test, is payable in cash or a check made out to the Tam High PTSA. 
!e fees support a PTSA scholarship. Signups are in the College and Career Center. Tests will 
be held in the Student Center.  

February 6:  Practice SAT Reasoning Test—!ere will be a full-length practice SAT on 
Wednesday, February 6, a minimum day, from 1:15 to 5:15 pm.  Signup deadline:  February 4.

March 7:  Practice ACT—A practice ACT will be held on Wednesday, March 7, from 3 to 7 
pm. Signup deadline:  March 5.  

March 21:  Practice SAT Subject Tests—Students may take one or two practice subject tests 
on Wednesday, March 22, from 3 to 5:15 pm. Students must know which tests they want to 
take when signing up.  Signup Deadline:  March 16.

SAT and ACT—Students are encouraged to register online for the SAT at collegeboard.
org and the ACT at actstudent.org. Registration forms are available in the College and Career 
Center. Register early for a convenient location. Tam is not a test site.

Testing Tips:  Most juniors applying to four-year colleges should take the SAT reasoning test 
in March, May or June. Juniors may also want to take the ACT in April or June in addition 
to or instead of the SAT. !e College and Career Center has registration forms, practice books 
and information on preparing for these tests.  Juniors who plan to apply to the University of 
California and other competitive colleges and universities also need to submit two SAT subject 
tests. Sophomores and juniors who are completing an academic subject this year are strongly 
advised to take a subject test in that area this spring.  For example, students now taking AP 
Biology should take the biology subject test in May or June and not wait until senior year when 
they will have forgotten some of the material.

CHSPE—!e California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE), which awards the legal 
equivalent of a high school diploma, will be given on Saturday, March 15.  Students must be 
16 or in the tenth grade to take the exam.  For more information, go to www.chspe.net or call 
866-342-4773.  Registration is required.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES—!e College and Career Center maintains files on sum-
mer programs in the US and abroad.  Come by and look through the materials, including a 
particularly helpful book, Early College Programs: Summer College Programs for High School 
Students, by Hydrisko. !is book suggests programs in particular fields and includes sections 
on programs for underrepresented students and for students with learning disabilities.

Here are some other suggestions for summer 
programs and contact information:

!e Academic Talent Development Program 
at UC Berkeley.  June 16-July 25.    Deadline:  
February 27.  www-atdp.berkeley.edu.

UC Davis Young Scholars Program is an 
interdisciplinary program in biological and 
natural sciences for sophomores and juniors 
with mentored research in university labora-
tories. June 22-August 2.  Applications due:  
March 31. www.ysp.ucdavis.edu.  

California State Summer School for the Arts 
offers four weeks of classes in animation, vi-
sual arts, creative writing, music, dance, film 
and theater on the campus of Cal Arts near 
Los Angeles.  Financial aid is available. Appli-
cations due: February 29. www.innerspark.us

FINANCIAL AID and SCHOLARSHIPS

Information on scholarships and financial aid 
is available at the College and Career Center 
and online at PrepHQ (go to tamhigh.org 
and click on Academics, then Counseling 
and follow the link to PrepHQ).  

Students planning to attend a California 
college, including community colleges and 
vocational schools, are eligible to apply for a 
Cal Grant.  In order to apply, a GPA verifica-
tion form must be completed by the school 
registrar, Betty Sue Johnson, and mailed by 
the student no later than March 2. It is a 
good idea to make a copy of all forms and 
obtain a certificate of mailing. Cal Grant 
forms are available in the College and Career 
Center. 

EARLY COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES

Each year a few seniors receive good news 
early from colleges.  Students have told 
me they have been accepted at:  Amherst, 
Beloit, Biola, Boston College, Bowdoin, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo, CSU Chico, CSU 
Humboldt, CSU Monterey Bay, Dominican, 
Gonzaga, Grand Canyon, Holy Names, 
Loyola Marymount, Mt. Holyoke, Seattle 
U, Stanford, U of Arizona, U of Oregon and 
Whittier. When your student hears good 
news, please ask him or her to share it at the 
College and Career Center.  "



....continued from front page 1.



 




