
Message from Dean of the College of Health Sciences 
and Education, Dr. Barbara Schwartz-Bechet:

Once again, we are celebrating the amazing accomplishments 
of students, faculty, and staff in CHSE! It has been another 
wonderful year and I can’t emphasize enough how amazing 
the achievements have been throughout the 23-24 academic 
year. It has been an exciting period of intellectual discovery, 
creativity, and robust exchange of ideas. A strong feature of 
our CHSE community is the cultivation of curiosity and  
collaboration. This sparks questions, inspirations, connections, 
and development of personal growth leading to innovation. 
From conference presentations to publications, symposia, 

and research to interprofessional guest speakers, the entire college community has  
aspired to greater understanding and caring of others during another year of both 
nationwide and global turmoil and transgressions. Critical thinking has guided our 
students, faculty, and staff to continue the mercy mission on campus and off and have 
taken proactive steps to better understand and model a mission of thoughtfulness 
and good, and increase their impactful energies to an everchanging world.
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DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY
Sonography students active in co-curricular activities

Volunteerism

Health  
Professions Day
Seniors Izabella Nowicki 
and Liza Yager represented 
sonography at the Health 
Science Day held in 
November 2023. This event 
introduces local high school 
students to Misericordia's 
various health science 
careers.  

Paint Pittston Pink
In October 2024, the DMS 
students raised $516.00 to 
support Dion Fernandez in 
Pittston’s Gentleman’s Dash. 
This was part of the Paint 
Pittston Pink initiative, 
which raises money for 
breast cancer research. 
Karen Klimas, Assistant 
Professor, facilitated this 
service event.

Other student-led community service events included Feed a 
Family for Thanksgiving and seeking donations for Misericordia 
University’s food pantry for students. 

Sheryl Goss shares that the sonography students continually exhibit 
the Misericordia Charisms of Service and Hospitality. 

Admitted Students Day
On March 22, 2024, 14 prospective sonography 
students were present in the lab to participate 
in a sonographic image scavenger hunt. The 
prospective students enjoyed talking with 
our 11 sonography majors, who volunteered 
to facilitate each scan station and answer 
questions. All students were very engaged and 
appreciated the event.

Brenna Smith, sophomore, is a writer and 
contributor for the Highlander, Miseri-
cordia’s newspaper. She found her passion 
during her senior year in high school, and 
she is grateful to be able to continue to 
pursue her passion for newspapers. Brenna 
shares, “The Highlander highlights the 
best aspects of Misericordia and the com-
munity it has built”. 

Olivia Newcomer, senior, is a member of the 
Cougar Activity Council, a group that creates  
new, fun campus events for the students. 
Events included Fall Fest, a Disney Channel- 
themed event, and 50’s Diner Night. She 
enjoys seeing the students take a break 
from their studies, destress, and make new 
memories to last a lifetime.

Alana Hadden, a sophomore, enjoys acting  
and is a member of the cast for the American  
Idiot, presented in April. Theater is her pas-
sion and you can find her vibrant personality 
both in the play and the classroom.

Interprofessional Education
The Sonography curriculum integrates several interprofessional 
education activities. Students can participate in team-building  
activities by building a paper chain or learning the commonalities 
of professions' roles by building a web of care. Integrated activities 
brought together Physician Assistant and Sonography students to 
simulate patients with hearing and vision impairments, Occupa-
tional Therapy and Sonography working together to effectively 
assist patients who use a walker, hemiwalker, or wheelchair, and 
Sonography and Physician Assistant students simulating biop-
sy techniques using a chicken breast as the phantom.  The most 
recent was Physical Therapy and Sonography juniors learning 
musculoskeletal scanning techniques.

Photo of DMS and PA IPE

Celebration
On Sunday, March 17, 
the sonography faculty 
and clinical instructors 
celebrated with the class 
of 2024 graduates, who 
were recognized for their 
dedication and success.

Six students received 
their certificate of  
completion for com-
pleting the 18-month 
certificate program.   

Six earned their Bachelor of Science in Diagnostic Medical  
Sonography degree students on May 11, 2024.  Four students were 
recognized for outstanding achievements.  The Academic Excellence  
Award for the Certificate Program was awarded to Courtney Dodge, 
and Olivia Newcomer was the Bachelor’s Degree program recipient. 
Liza Yager was the recipient of the Clinical Excellence Award and 
Emma Maurais was awarded the WAVE award. 

Photo Above: DMS Class of 2024 with Instructors

Admitted Students Day

ARDMS Certification
The Class of 2024 maintains the department's high first-time pass rates in all three certification exams offered by the American Registry of 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography (ARDMS). All 12 graduates of the Class of 2024 earned their Registered Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
(RDMS) credential upon graduation. The program is proud of the 100% first time pass-rate for all three exams, physics, abdomen and 
obstetrics and gynecology with 10 of the 12 possessing both specialties. All 12 graduates are employed.

Professional Development
Sheryl Goss, Department Chair, and seven students traveled to 
National Harbor, Maryland, in September 2023 to attend the Society 
of Diagnostic Medical Sonography annual conference. Highlights 
included the presentations, exhibit hall, and networking.

Two alumni were recognized for their contributions to the profession. 
Cara Hill earned second place in the Sonographer’s Poster Compe-
tition with her poster titled CEUS Assisted Identification of a Rare 
Case of Splenic Autoamputation. Tara Cielma was awarded Fellow 
membership.

In November, eight seniors, Karen Klimas and Sheryl Goss, attended 
the Lehigh Valley Maternal Fetal Medicine Annual Conference. All 
gained significant knowledge. Connecting with our alumni working 
in the obstetrics specialty enhanced the conference experience.
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program allows qualified students to leverage their prior non-nursing 
education to earn a BSN in as little as 16 months. Since the start of the 
program, 125 students earned their BSN from Misericordia University 
at the Pittsburgh campus. 

The Department of Nursing at Misericordia 
University held a pinning ceremony on December 
7, 2023, to recognize the students who complet-
ed the Part-Time Evening Accelerated Bachelor 
of Science Degree Nursing Program and the 
RN to BSN Degree Program. During the cere-
mony, undergraduate nursing students received 

UNDERGRADUATE NURSING – DALLAS CAMPUS

UNDERGRADUATE NURSING – PITTSBURGH CAMPUS

Pinning Ceremony held for Part-Time Evening Graduates,  
December 2023

White Coat Ceremony Recognizes Traditional 
Undergraduate Nursing Students Entering Professional 
Portion of Program
The Department of Nursing at Misericordia University cloaked 59 nursing students who 
began the professional portion of the nursing program at the seventh annual Arnold P. 
Gold Foundation and American Association of Colleges of Nursing White Coat Ceremo-
ny for Nursing on September 24, 2023. Students in the traditional and part-time evening 
academic programs will begin the professional portion of the program in the fall semester.  
An international nonprofit, the Arnold P. Gold Foundation established the ceremony in 
1993 as a way to welcome new students into the profession of medicine and to underscore 
the importance of humanistic and patient-centered health care in the nursing profes-
sion. At the Misericordia University White Coat Ceremony, family and friends, as well as 
faculty and administration, attended as 30 traditional students and 19 part-time evening 
nursing students took an oath that acknowledges their essential role as caregivers, with 
an emphasis on the Religious Sisters of Mercy’s charisms of Mercy, Service, Justice, and 
Hospitality. Students received white coats and lapel pins that feature the Arnold P. Gold 
Foundation’s logo, a stethoscope in the shape of a heart surrounded by the words “human-
ism in medicine,” to remind them that compassion and empathy must be the hallmark 
of their clinical practice. John W. Mullen, R.N., A.D.N., P.H.R.N., C.F.R.N., a registered 
cardiac intensive care unit registered nurse, delivered the keynote address. Mullen began 
his career in health care as an orderly while continuing his nursing education. Through 
the years, he has worked in various roles in the nursing profession, including over 15 years 
as a flight nurse with the Geisinger Medical Center’s Life Flight program. He is currently a 
registered nurse working in Geisinger Home Care.  

Traditional BSN students White Coat September 2023

Part-time evening Students White Coat September 2023

Congratulations to our Part Time Evening 
Class of 2023!  In March 2024, the part-
time evening nursing program achieved 
a 100% NCLEX pass rate! The Part-time 
evening students also participated in 
service learning projects where they visited 
many community agencies: 

• Ross Elementary – provided Hygiene 
Education
• Wilkes Barre Area School District – 
participated in a Back to School Supply 
Drive
• Community Care Clinic (Hazleton) – 
provided Health Promotion and Wellness 
Table at the Laurel Mall

Part-time evening nursing pinning ceremony 2023. 

the Misericordia University Nursing Pin, a 
symbol of achievement in the nursing pro-
fession. Also featured in the ceremony was 
the International Pledge for Nurses recital 
and the International Prayer for Nurses. The 
Department of Nursing recognized out-
standing academic and clinical achievements 
by the students. Alexandra Crinella received 
both the Academic Excellence Award, which 
is presented to the student who attained 
the highest academic standing overall, and 
the ATI Comprehensive Predictor Award, 
given to a student who has achieved the 
highest score on the comprehensive National 
Council Licensure Examination for Reg-
istered Nurses review examination. Kelly 
Anne Smith received the Clinical Excellence 
Award for administering superior nursing 
skills in clinical practice and achieving a 
GPA greater than 3.0. The last award, the 
Daisy in Training Award, was presented to 
Robin Jackson for providing compassionate 
patient care.

Professor Richard Hennigan leads the Men of Mercy; Misericordia University was reappointed 
as a national chapter of the American Association of Men in Nursing in November 2023, one 
of four chapters in Pennsylvania. Each semester, the group meets regularly throughout the 
academic year. In March 2024, the group hosted William Cooper, Chief Nurse Anesthetist at 
Geisinger Wyoming Valley. He explained a nurse anesthetist's role and the career path's ben-
efits. He also spoke of the path to becoming a CRNA. At the meeting, the group also donated 
used computers to student representatives from the Abington Heights Computer Club, where 
they will be refurbished and donated to needy students. 

Announcements
November 2023: The traditional full-time 
nursing program received full 10-year 
accreditation from the Commission on 
Collegiate Nursing Education.  

February 2024: Dr. Darlene Donnelly 
was awarded Tenure and promotion.   
Congratulations on this achievement!  

The senior nursing students participated 
in the SNAP NCLEX Bowl in November 
2023. Congratulations!! 

Student Nurses Association of Pennsylvania (SNAP) 

OB Simulation at Geisinger, November 2023

A Moment of Magic group sent Donations to the 
Pediatric unit at Geisinger Wyoming Valley

Trunk or Treat for the Misericordia and 
Dallas communities

The Men of Mercy recently held a meeting. William Cooper, Chief Nurse Anesthetist at Geisinger Wyoming 
Valley was the guest speaker. Pictured are Andrew Battin, Connor Yencha, Nicholas Gillen, (President), Benjamin 
Higgins, Logan Moore (Treasurer), William Cooper, Sullivan Slabinski (Secretary), Louis Lussi, Jeffery Kozerski, 
Nathan Salus, Efrem Christoforatos, Ethan Mooney and Connor Spudis RN.

ABSN Program Continues to Graduate 
Nurses in Pittsburgh
Misericordia University has graduated the tenth class of ABSN students 
from the Pittsburgh Learning Center. The undergraduate nursing 
program expanded by offering an accelerated path to a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (BSN) degree, which began in August 2019. With 
a nursing learning center in Pittsburgh, Misericordia University’s 
Department of Nursing has offered a 16-month Accelerated Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing (ABSN) program, building upon the Univer-
sity’s nearly century-long tradition of graduating nurses. The ABSN 

12/9 White Coat 12/9 Pinning

White Coat Ceremonies held for ABSN Students 
at Misericordia University’s Pittsburgh Site
The Department of Nursing at Misericordia University’s Pittsburgh 
Center cloaked nine nursing students on May 6, 2023, 14 nursing 
students on August 13, 2023, and 10 nursing students on December 9, 
2023, who recently began the nursing program at the Arnold P. Gold 
Foundation and American Association of Colleges of Nursing White 
Coat Ceremony for Nursing.  An international nonprofit, the Arnold P. 
Gold Foundation established the ceremony in 1993 to welcome new stu-
dents into the profession of medicine and to underscore the importance 
of humanistic and patient-centered health care. At the outdoor White 
Coat Ceremonies, the ABSN students took an oath acknowledging their 

5/23 White Coat 5/23 Pinning

essential role as caregivers, emphasizing the Religious Sisters of Mercy's 
charisms of Mercy, Service, Justice, and Hospitality. Students also received 
white coats and lapel pins that feature the Arnold P. Gold Foundation's 
logo, a stethoscope in the shape of a heart surrounded by the words "hu-
manism in medicine," to remind them that compassion and empathy must 
be the hallmark of their clinical practice.
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GRADUATE NURSING NEWS 2023-2024

UNDERGRADUATE NURSING – PITTSBURGH CAMPUS

November 2023 - The ABSN nursing stu-
dents volunteered with ROOTS (Reach-
ing Out On the Streets) in Pittsburgh to 
help learn about and serve the unhoused 
population. Their work truly embodies the 
Misericordia charisms of Mercy, Service, 
Justice, and Hospitality!

NURSING

Laura Lunger, DNP, CRNP, FNP-c graduated 
with her Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 
degree in August of 2023 from Walden 
University. Her DNP project focused on the 
importance of waist circumference mea-
surement (WCM) in the outpatient clinical 

setting. It was titled “Waist Circumference Measurement: Not a Waste 
of Time.” Most recently, Dr. Lunger was accepted as a Joanne and 
William Conway PhD Fellow at Villanova University, where she plans 
to research the participant’s perspective of WCM in the outpatient 
clinical setting. She will start the PhD in Nursing program beginning 
June 2024 and anticipates graduating in Spring 2027. 

The graduate nursing department welcomed two new faculty members 
in Spring 2024.  First is Daniel Satterfield. Daniel graduated from 
Misericordia University with his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Nursing.  He has experience working in urgent care and workers' 
compensation and, most recently, as a nurse practitioner in nutrition 
and weight management for Geisinger Medical Center, where he still 
maintains clinical practice. He began his adjunct professor role in 
August 2023 with the Graduate Nursing Department before starting 
as full-time faculty in January 2024. Daniel Satterfield is pursuing 
his Doctorate of Nursing Practice at Misericordia University with an 
anticipated completion of August 2024. The second new faculty  
member is Kimberly Conaboy.  Dr. Conaboy has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Bible and Sports Medicine from Clarks Summit University.  

She earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
from The Pennsylvania State University. She 
received her Master of Science in Nursing 
and her Doctorate of Nursing Practice from  
Misericordia University. Her doctoral research 
focused on increasing patient screening com-
pliance for colorectal cancer. She maintains 
her clinical practice as a board-certified 
Family Nurse Practitioner in cardiology. 
Kim teaches both in the undergraduate tra-
ditional nursing program and the graduate 
nursing program.

In November 2023, several faculty, staff, and  
students attended the 20th Annual Pennsyl-
vania Nurse Practitioner Coalition Confer-
ence in Lancaster, PA.  Dr. Lunger presented 
a poster on her DNP project titled “Waist 
Circumference Measurement:  Not a Waste 
of Time.”  Two students presented their MSN  
Capstone in a poster as well. Wendy Guzenski, 
MSN, CRNP, FNP-c, RRT poster was titled 

“Breath Easy with Electronic Monitoring 
Devices,” and Amy Bunavage, MSN, CRNP, 
FNP-c poster was titled “Primary Care Provid-
ers & Food Resources:  A Pair for Improved 
Diabetes Outcomes”. Additionally, Oradell 
Banker presented the graduate department 
on the exhibit hall floor, promoting the 
department.  Everyone had a good time, and 
the information presented was well received!

Our first-year nurse practitioner students 
converged on campus on March 19 & 20 to 
learn hands-on skills, including performing 

will end with the Blessings of the Hands 
Ceremony, which is also a celebration of the 
student’s accomplishments as they prepare 
to start their final year of clinical practicums.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

The David A. Evans Memorial Color Run is held each year on the 
campus of Misericordia University in honor of David Evans, Jr., who 
died by suicide on April 11, 2014. David was the son of Dr. Dawn 
Evans, associate professor in the Occupational Therapy Department, 

and her husband, Dave Evans. The 5K color run is sponsored by the 
Misericordia Student Occupational Therapy Association (MSOTA) 
and the New Student & Family Programs department, with all 
proceeds including many basket raffles donated by various local 
businesses and MU clubs, going to the David A. Evans, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Fund at Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre, 
PA where David was a student. Each year, graduating seniors at Holy 
Redeemer who have enrolled as an incoming first-year students 
at Misericordia University are given the opportunity to apply for 
the scholarship fund.  The Color Run continues to grow, and this 
past year, over 200 runners have supported the cause of suicide 
awareness.  Over $30,000 has been awarded to graduating students 
pursuing a career at Misericordia. The run will occur during Family 
Weekend on Sunday, September 22, 2024.  For more information or 
to register for the race, contact Darcy Brodmerkel at dbrodmerkel@
misericordia.edu. https://www.misericordia.edu/life-at-mu/new-stu-
dent-and-family-programs/annual-david-a-evans-color-run

The Misericordia occupational therapy 
department christened their new treatment 
labs in the Mercy Center, offering a group 
to anyone in the community with persistent 
pain.  The group, led by assistant professor 
Dr. Ariana Belles, OTR/L, CHT, and four 
graduate students, is designed around the 
delivery of pain neuroscience education.  The 
group looks to improve the participants’ 

knowledge of pain and incorporates topics 
such as sleep hygiene and promoting healthy 
habits involving physical activity, nutrition, 
and stress reduction.  So far, the participants' 
reaction has been positive, and the students 
have reported enjoying the interaction with 
community members.  Pictured below is 
the group learning about the connection 
between inflammation, food, and pain.

The Occupational Therapy Department is 
pleased to share that in February 2024, Pi 
Theta Epsilon, the national occupational 
therapy student honor society, of which Mi-
sericordia is the Psi chapter, initiated into the 
society members of the current junior, senior, 
and weekend program classes. To be accepted 
into the society, students must have cumula-
tive GPAs which are in the top one-third of 
their class. Misericordia has had a chapter in 
this society for over 35 years.

Misericordia University Occupational 
Therapy Department presented over 14 
scholarly presentations at the annual 
American Occupational Therapy Associ-
ation Conference in Orlando, Florida in 
March 2024. These scholarly presentations 
were disseminated by faculty, current stu-
dents in the entry-level doctoral program, 
post-professional OTD program, and 
many recent graduates and alumni.

physical exams and suturing. The two-day 
on-campus intensive concluded with the 
White Coat Ceremony, where we celebrated 
the student’s accomplishments with faculty, 
friends, and family. Our second-year nurse 
practitioner students will be on campus April  
23 & 24 to learn additional hands-on skills, 
including ingrown toenail removal, abscess 
care, and many others. This two-day intensive 
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PHYSICAL THERAPY
Achievements:
Congratulations to the Class of 2023, who graduated in December. 
Graduation and Hooding ceremonies honored DPT3 students Nina 
Acosta, Morgan Carline, Derek Everett, Brianna Holder, Nicole Joers, 
Justin Marshall, Sam Pavolko, Ronald Sepkoski, Madison Swartout, 
and Olivia Visaggio as members of the American Council of Academic 
Physical Therapy (ACAPT) National Student Honor Society (Delta 
Phi Tau). Other awards included: Derek Everett, Outstanding Physical 
Therapy Student Award; Maryssa Hodder, the Catherine Perry 
Wilkenson Leadership Award, and Lauren Fritzsch, the Physical  
Therapy Student Achievement Award.

After more than 20 
years leading the PT 
program as depart-
ment chair, Susan 
Barker will be retiring 
at the end of May. 
Sue will be honored 
by providing a Last 
Lecture presentation 
for the Misericordia 
community April 9, 
2024. 

Dr’s Brogan, Evanosky 
and Fritz were all 
promoted to Clinical 
Associate Professors 
of Physical Therapy 
in February 2024.

Dr. Fritz was honored as a Clinical Specialist in Neurologic Physical 
Therapy by the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties in 
Boston, MA. February 2024.

Dr. Rinehimer was elected for 2 more years 
as Treasurer of the Academy of Aquatic 
Physical Therapy,  a section of the American 
Physical Therapy Association.

Scholarship:
Faculty and students continue to be active in a variety of research 
efforts. We welcomed our clinical educators to the 10th Annual 
Misericordia DPT Research Symposium, which was held in 
November 2023. Students presented their research topics to MU 
clinical instructors and other community PT partners in a 2-day 
CEU event.

Student and faculty research was also disseminated at several state, 
national and international conferences including: 

Student research:
Nina Acosta, Morgan Carline, 
Devin Conlon Samantha Pavolko, 
Rowan Pepe & Heather Fritz. 
Effectiveness of Internet Based  
Treatment Methods for Symp-
tom Management of Vestibular 
Disorders: A Systematic Review. 
World Congress of Neurology 
Conference. Montreal, Canada. 
October 2023.

Lauren Fritzsch, Brenna Karnish, 
Bryce Mansfield & Kelley Moran. 
The Effect of Exercises Used in  
High Intensity and High Impact 
Training on Pelvic Floor Function: 
A Systematic Review. American 
Conference of Rehabilitation 
Medicine Conference, Atlanta, 
GA. October 2023.

Fritzsch, Mansfield, Karnish

Dr. Maureen Rinehimer & former DPT 
students (Class of 2022):  Clare Winton, 
Marlena Ostrowski, and Kalie Ertwine. 
Clinical Effectiveness of an Aquatic Exercise 
Program on Those with Visual Impairment: 
a Pilot Study. Journal of Aquatic Physical 
Therapy in March 2024.

Nicole Evanosky, Kristen Karnish & for-
mer DPT Student (Class of 2022): Alyssa 
Pratti. Student and Faculty Perceptions of 
Student Involvement in DPT Education.  
American Physical Therapy Association’s 
Combined Section Meeting.  Boston, MA. 
February 2024. 

Stephanie Pires, Maureen Pascal, Barbara 
Lawrence, Elton Newton, Deooranie Ba-
bullal, Gracella Bacchus, Denise McAllis-
ter, Anika Jack, A. Fraser & former DPT 
Students (Class of 2022): Kristie Pearage, 
Kelly Saroka, Mackenzie Schanzlin, Megan 
Shaver. Research Poster Presentation: 
Development and Implementation of a 
Fall Prevention Program in Guyana: An 
International Collaboration to Improve 
Balance Confidence. World Physiotherapy 
Congress, Dubai, UAE, June 2023.

Nicole Joers, Alyssa Buonavolonta, Laura 
Murphy & Maureen Rinehimer. Exercise 
Program on Strength, Balance, Quality of Life 
and Emotional Well-Being in Those with 
Visual Impairments: A Protocol Study. 
American Physical Therapy Association- 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference. Lancaster, 
PA. October 2023.

Lauren Cunfer, Maryssa Hodder, Saige 
Miller & Maureen Rinehimer. Effectiveness 
of Sensory Integration on School-Aged Chil-
dren with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder. American Physical Therapy Asso-
ciation- Pennsylvania Annual Conference 
Lancaster, PA. October 2023.

Kara Martin, Morgan Russo, Esther Thomas, 
Audrey Campbell & Kristen Karnish.  
Outpatient Physical Therapists’ Knowledge, 
Attitudes and Behaviors Regarding Eating 
Disorder Screening. American Physical 
Therapy Association- Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference Lancaster, PA. October 2023.

Kevin Kozerski, Matthew Lavin, Callie 
Mousley, Ronald Sepkoski & Kelley Moran. 
Effects of Footwear and Playing Surface on 
Lower Extremity Kinematics and Injury 
Rates in Soccer Athletes: A Systematic Review. 
American Physical Therapy Association- 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference Lancaster, 
PA. October 2023.

Faculty Research:
Noriko Yamaguchi, Karene Boos, Maureen 
Pascal, Beth Phillips, Deborah Lowe, 
Sarah Blanton. Social Justice, Planetary 
and Population Health, and Environmen-
tal Sustainability: Innovative Actions for 
Physical Therapist Educators. American 
Physical Therapy Association Educational 
Leadership Conference. Philadelphia, PA.  
October 2023.

Hodder, Rinehimer, Miller

Karnish, Thomas, Martin, Russo

Evanosky, Karnish

Labosky, Cencetti, Karnish

Karnish, Brogan

Melissa Cencetti, Kristen Karnish, Beverly 
Labosky presented: Translation of Teaching 
and Learning Theories. Strategies For  
Effective and inclusive PT and PTA Educa-
tion. American Physical Therapy Associa-
tion’s Educational Leadership Conference. 
Philadelphia, PA.  October 2023.

Amy Tremback-Ball & Heather Fritz.  
Physiological Impact of the Menstrual 
Cycle on Sport Performance in Elite Female 
Triathletes. 8th Annual Mayo Clinic Sports 
Medicine for the Clinician. Lake Buena 
Vista, FL. March 2024. They also won the 
award for best poster at the conference. 

Laurie Brogan, Audrey Campbell & Kristen 
Karnish. Health Promotion Programming 
in Public Housing- Meeting Clients Where 
They Live. American Physical Therapy 
Association- Pennsylvania Annual Confer-
ence Lancaster, PA. October 2023.

Maureen Pascal. Environmental Health, 
Minority Health, and the Role of PA.  
American Physical Therapy Association- 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference Lancaster, 
PA. October 2023.

Laurie Brogan, co- 
authored text book: 
Professionalism in  
the Practice of Phy- 
sical Therapy. A 
Cased-Based App-
roach. Elsevier. 2024.

Michael Moran, PT professor emeritus, and current DPT faculty Susan Barker, Nicole 
Evanosky, Richard ‘Woody’ Haydt, Maureen Pascal & Steven Pheasant, had the 3rd edition 
of their textbook A Comprehensive Guide to Geriatric Rehabilitation translated and  
published in China.

Physical Therapy continued on page 11

8 9



MEDICAL IMAGING 

MEDICAL IMAGING

Student Accomplishments
Two December 2023 graduates were 
inducted into the Lambda Nu Honor Society 
for Radiologic and Imaging Sciences.

Cassandra Benderavich, Dr. Gina Capitano - the 
Department Chair, & Morgan Kraack are Pictured.

Pictured are sophomore Keileen Trochez and Junior 
Ashleigh Button, along with Maria, who served as the 
pediatric patient.

IPE
Sophomore students and fellow students 
from the College of Health Sciences and Ed-
ucation participated in an Interprofessional 
Education activity entitled Paper Chain. 
This activity taught students the importance 
of good communication between disciplines 
to create a positive patient experience. 

Junior Medical Imaging students participat-
ed in an IPE activity with Physical Therapy 
and Nursing students. They learned the im-
portance of working with other healthcare 
professionals in an acute care simulation. 

Mentoring
The mentoring program is available for 
sophomore and junior-level medical im-
aging students to assist with the transition 
into the professional level of the program. 
Sophomore-level students are randomly 
paired up with junior students, who serve 
as "mentors." This past fall, simulated stations 
were organized to help the sophomores 
apply their didactic knowledge and think 
critically to prepare them for their first 
clinical experience. Some stations included 
pediatric, creative radiography, and mock 
operating room. 

Club News 
The Medical Imaging Club participated in multiple service projects throughout the year.  
Some of these projects included participating in The American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention Out of Darkness Walk; Cougars Connect for Cancer, which encompasses selling 
ribbons to the campus community during October to raise cancer awareness; volunteering 
with Valley Santa; collecting donations and stocking the McAuley Market (MU's food 
pantry).  The club also adopted a local family for Thanksgiving to ensure the family had 
all the "fixings" to celebrate Thanksgiving. It also volunteered at The Weinberg Food Bank, 
assembling and filling over 600 boxes of non-perishable food items for the senior food 
program.  Club members also participated in the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Parish's 1st 
annual cancer walk.  Members of the club hosted an Easter Egg Hunt for the Women with 
Children program.

McAuley Market Donation 
The Medical Imaging Club, along with 
program faculty, donated to the McAuley 
Market. Emily Mann, a first-year student, 
and senior Olivia Kempf stocked and 
organized the food pantry.

Faculty 
News
Dr. Gina Capitano 
was recently 
promoted to 
Associate Professor-
Teaching Faculty. 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
MUPA Program 2023/2024
The 2023/2024 academic year brought 
another year of positive changes and 
growth to the Misericordia University 
Physician Assistant (MUPA) Program. Our 
fourth cohort graduated, our fifth cohort 
progressed to clinical rotations, and we 
welcomed our sixth cohort in July 2023. 

The MUPA Program Graduating Class of 2023

Physician Assistant students participating in Gift of Life 

PA Program Faculty and Medical DirectorMUPA Program Cohort 2024 during PA Week

Our students' commitment to service was 
exemplified by their participation in a 
transformative service-learning project in-
volving Gift of Life. Through this initiative, 
donors and recipients shared their powerful 
narratives, igniting a passion for organ do-
nation among our physician assistant stu-
dents. Their subsequent efforts in recruiting 
individuals to sign up as organ donors were 
truly commendable.

This year, we were fortunate to welcome 
three exceptional additions to our team. 
Dr. Nehal Aleemuddin, our new Medical 
Director, brings a wealth of experience and 
a fresh perspective. We are also thrilled 
to have Amy Flaherty and Dr. Justine 
Samanas join us as new faculty members, 
enriching our program with their expertise 
and passion for teaching. 

In March 2024, Misericordia Physician As-
sistant Department members were chosen to 
speak at the Pennsylvania Society of Physi-
cian Assistants PAs in Progress Symposium. 
The symposium focused on assisting students 
across Pennsylvania in transitioning from PA 
student to PA graduate. Justine Samanas pre-
sented the Realistic Expectations of your First 
PA Position. Samantha Burk, Nicole Munley, 
Jessica Frawley Woolfolk, and Lindsey Vigi-
lante presented PA jobs in each specialty.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

Physical Therapy continued from page 9

Service:
The DPT program continues to provide services to support the 
Misericordia mission of mercy, service, justice, and hospitality. The 
Misericordia Pro-Bono Clinic provides physical therapy services 
year-round to adults and children in the community who are unin-
sured or underinsured. 

The student Physical Therapy Club remains active in Misericordia 
and local community service events, including a student food drive 
to benefit the campus food bank, sponsorship of a local family for 
Thanksgiving dinner, and the Scranton ½ Marathon.

PT in Every Community-Physical Therapy and Diversity Camp 
was held for the second year in June 2023. DPT students served as 
counselors and hosted rising high school seniors for a 4-night/3-day 
residential camp.  The goal was to introduce students to the PT pro-
fession, focusing on social determinants of health and their impact 
on diverse communities. 

The PT club and Dr. Maureen Rinehimer along with the grass root 
parent group T21 and Me and the Luzerne County Down Syndrome 
Network organized the 2023 Buddy Walk, a one mile non-competitive 

walk to raise funds and advocate for individuals with Down Syndrome. 
The event was held at Mangelsdorf Field, October 8, 2024.

Misericordia PT Faculty Laurie Brogan and Kristen Karnish were 
present at the National Senior Games held in Pittsburgh, PA.  They 
participated as testers for the Sustained Athlete Fitness Test (SAFE), 
which has tested over 4,000 athletes over the last decade.
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Designing STEM Lessons with Inspiration from an Aerospace Engineer

Mr. Barry Miles, Engineer at Lockheed Martin, inspires 
ECE majors

Early Childhood Education and Special 
Education majors enjoyed a visit from guest 
speaker, Barry Miles. Mr. Miles is a seasoned 
aerospace engineer who has fulfilled his 
childhood dream of becoming a Rocket 
Scientist. In his 40 years of experience, he 
has spearheaded research and development 
in spacecraft, missiles, jet engines, high-en-
ergy lasers, and nuclear reactor systems. 
Holding multiple patents, Barry earned his 
BS in Aerospace Engineering from Pennsyl-
vania State University and Master's Degrees 

from the University of Florida and George 
Washington University in Mechanical Engi-
neering and Project Management. He serves 
as a Senior Engineering Manager at Lock-
heed Martin, leading the JETSON program 
to launch a nuclear-powered satellite around 
the moon in 2028. Mr. Miles inspired and 
challenged TED students to design stan-
dards-aligned and inquiry-based lessons that 
cultivate content knowledge that will pique 
their future students’ interest and curiosity 
in STEM fields.

TED Faculty and Students Present Recent Research
As technology plays a more prominent role in classrooms, artificial 
intelligence (AI) has emerged as a powerful tool for enhancing edu-
cation. Dr. Tif Mulally shared her experience incorporating various 
AI technologies into the classroom at the International Conference 
on Humanities, Social and Education Sciences in San Francisco, CA, 
in April 2024. She offered insight into the practical applications of AI 
for teaching and learning. She discussed three main categories of AI 

use cases: differentiation and personalization, content development 
and delivery, and assessment. She also shared lessons learned from 
successes and challenges, with the ultimate goal of helping educators 
evaluate potential AI tools for their classrooms. Attendees will leave 
better prepared to thoughtfully consider the benefits of AI for en-
hancing authentic human learning.

Dr. Colleen Duffy and Dr. Bobbi Yeager presented their session, 
Creating Mixed Reality Scenarios to Assess Danielson’s Fourth 
Domain, at the International Conference on Humanities, Social 
and Education Sciences in San Francisco, CA, in April 2024. They 
described how the MU teacher preparation program overcame an 
identified challenge- limited student access to field placements - by 
creating an original mixed-reality scenario (MRS) that immerses 
learners in real-time teaching situations. In this case, a virtual Indi-

vidualized Education Plan (IEP) meeting requires special education 
majors to collaborate as multidisciplinary team members to establish 
annual goals and specially designed instruction that meet a fictitious 
student’s academic, social, or behavioral needs. The original tool was 
an effective performance evaluation to assess Danielson’s Fourth Do-
main. This domain of effective teaching (Professional Responsibilities)  
was previously regarded as a complex area to assess in preservice 
teachers.

In October, Dr. Steve 
Broskoske, Dr. Tif 
Mulally, and Chem-
istry: Secondary 
Education student 
Taylor Walker, pre-
sented a seminar at 
the Pennsylvania As-
sociation of Colleges 
and Teacher Educators (PAC-TE) Teacher 
Education Assembly (TEA). The presentation 
was entitled: AI (Artificial Intelligence)  
Explosion: What Every Educator Needs to 
Know. The seminar was made to a packed 
room of teachers and teacher educators.

Photo Above: Taylor Walker and her parents 
at the Fall 2023 Teacher Education Assembly

Dr Bobbi Yeager and Dr. Colleen Duffy 
traveled to St. Louis in November to 
share their research findings related to 
using mixed reality scenarios to assess 
the application of theory to practice 
in teacher preparation. Their session, 
Using Mixed Reality Scenarios to Assess 
the Application of Theory to Practice, 
prompted attendees to reconsider how this 
emerging technology can be leveraged to 
redefine teacher preparation.  

The conference was sponsored by Kappa 
Delta Pi, the international honor society in 
education, and is the premiere conference for 
teacher preparation and future educators. 

Dr. Bobbi Yeager and Dr. Colleen Duffy at  
KDP Convo: 2023

Graduate Teacher Education Students Complete Research Studies
The past year has brought on some accomplished research by thesis 
candidates in the Graduate Education Department, working under 
the guidance of Dr. Tif Mulally, Research Advisor. 

In Fall 2023, Lauren Balogh researched The Effects on Reading Fluency 
After the COVID-19 Lockdown, and Natalie Deutsch shared findings 
from her study, Effects of Emotional/Behavioral and Executive  
Dysfunction Diagnosis.

In the Spring of 2024, Emily Betterly completed her study, Teach-
ing and Engaging Students Through the Use of Social Media in the 
Regular and Special Education Classroom. Emily Hoolick explored 
The Impact of Differentiating Instruction and Scaffolding a Lesson to 
Fit the Needs of All Learners. Eden Triano investigated The Effects of 
Classroom Management on Student Behaviors and Academics, and  
Kelley Williams researched The Importance of Video Versus Written  
Instruction. Congratulations to all for completing their degree programs.

Education Club is Making a 
Difference
In November, the Education Club again 
teamed up with United Way of Wyoming 
Valley to hold a supply collection to support 
the United Way’s Nurses’ Pantry program. 

The club collect-
ed several large 
boxes of supplies 
donated to the 
Greater Nanti-
coke Area School 
District.  

Student Teachers
Misericordia University teacher education majors completed their 
student teaching assignments. The fifteen-week student teaching 
experience allows teacher candidates to apply principles and theories 
from their program to actual practice in the classroom across diverse 
populations, ages, and school settings. Under the supervision of Mi-
sericordia faculty and highly qualified cooperating teachers, teacher 
candidates make explicit connections with content areas, cognitive 
development, motivation, and learning styles while demonstrating 
the complex competencies and responsibilities required by effective 
classroom teachers.

The following students 
received assignments 
to regional schools and  
cyber schools in the 
Fall of 2023: Sophie 
Adams of Sayre, PA, 
Tunkhannock Inter-
mediate Center, and 
Lake-Noxen Elemen-
tary; Ryan Bernardi-
ni of Hicksville, NY 
Wyoming Valley West Middle School; Holly McBroom of Shaver-
town, PA Wyoming Area Primary Center and I’m Big Now Preschool; 
John Marianacci of Wyoming, PA Wyoming Area Secondary Center 
and Dallas High School; Lindsey Rowles of Hanover Twp, PA  
Wyoming Area Primary Center.

The Education Club conducted a Chick-fil-A 
fundraising event in March to support the 
Mercy Girl Challenge 2023-24. Mercy Girl 
is a transitional global movement run by the 
Sisters of Mercy that helps highlight the crit-
ical issue of girls being denied opportunities 
to go to school. Mercy Girl allows people to 
invest in girls’ secondary education world-
wide. Education for these girls means that 
child marriage rates decline, child mortality 
rates fall, maternal mortality rates fall, mal-
nutrition in children drops, and girls can live 
healthy, productive lives.

TEACHER EDUCATION 

Above: Education Club members with Bill Jones, President 
& Chief Executive Officer, United Way of Wyoming Valley
Left: Early Childhood and Special Education majors Dana 
Zuba and Caitlyn Norton package supplies for the United 
Way Nurse’s Pantry

Supplies are housed in the nurse’s office in 
various school buildings. Children identified 
as needing multiple supplies are directed to 
see the nurse, who distributes the supplies. 

The following students received assignments to regional schools and 
cyber schools in the Spring 2024: Alison Anilosky of Hazleton, PA, 
Wilkes-Barre Area School District and Dallas School District; Alexis 
Bialek of Oley, PA Wilkes-Barre Area School District and Lake Leh-
man School District; Daniel Chlebove of Allentown, PA Dallas School 
District and Wyoming Area School District; Nicoletta DiNardo of 
West Chester, PA Wyoming Area School District and Tunkhannock 
Area School District; Mitchell Dowling of Palmyra, PA Wilkes-Barre 
Area School District and Wyoming Valley West School District; Olivia 
Eckert of Quakake, PA Diocese of Scranton School District and Wil-
kes-Barre Area School District; Rachel Fenner of Luzerne, PA Wyo-
ming Valley West School District and Lake Lehman School District; 
Tessily Gregory of Pine River, NJ Wyoming Valley Children's Asso-
ciation and Dallas School District; Ashley Griffin of Tunkhannock, 
PA Dallas School District and Tunkhannock Area School District; 
Maddelynn Griscavage of Catawissa, PA Dallas School District and 
Lake Lehman School District; Mia Karcutskie of Dallas, PA Dallas 
School District; Kirstyn Kobusky of Plymouth, PA Wilkes-Barre Area 
School District and Hanover Area School District; Christianna Masher 
of Pittston, PA Wyoming Area School District and Wyoming Area 
School District; David Miller of Kingston, PA Bear Creek Community 
Charter School and Wilkes-Barre Area School District; Evelyn Moze-
leski of Kingston, PA Wyoming Valley West School District and Wy-
oming Valley West School District; Caitlyn Norton of Forty Fort, PA 
Wyoming Valley West School District; Logan Padden of Wilkes-Barre, 
PA Wyoming Valley West School District and Bear Creek Community 
Charter School; Makenzie Pega of Swoyersville, PA  

Above: Fall 2023 student teachers Teacher Education continued on page 14
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Wyoming Valley West School District; Carly 
Rigby of Newton, NJ Dallas School District 
and Lake Lehman School District; Xander 
Shaner of Dallas, PA Wyoming Area School 
District and Dallas School District; Gina 
Walsh of Dalton, PA Tunkhannock Area 
School District and Wyalusing Area School 
District; Madison Wynn of Pittston, PA 
Wyoming Area School District and Lake 
Lehman School District; and Dana Zuba of 
Dupont, PA Wyoming Area School District 
and Pittston Area School District.

Teacher Education continued from page 13

Above: Spring 2024 student teachers

TED Chair and Dean of CHSE Contribute to  
Book Publication
A chapter by Dr. Barbara Schwartz-Bechet,  
Dean CHSE, and Dr. Colleen Duffy, 
Assistant Professor and Chair of TED, 
was included in the recently published 
book Fostering Sustained Student-Faculty 
Engagement in Undergraduate Education. 
Their chapter, Increased Student and 
Faculty Engagement Researched via an 
International Opportunity, considers 
student-faculty interactions in an interna-
tional context and discusses a case example 
of how teacher education students from in-
ternational partner universities were able to 
engage in joint assignments with each other 
and faculty across and between partner in-
stitutions. As higher education institutions 
faced an unexpected global health crisis, 
interactions during standard office hours 
and in-class engagement were sidelined.  
An opportunity to work with a university in 

the Netherlands was provided to a univer-
sity in Pennsylvania about eight months 
before the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
ability to engage in online, interconnected 
assignments led to a more highly developed 
communicative interaction. Resultantly, 
the opportunity to investigate how the 
two variables that increased engagement – 
international work and the pandemic, was 
available. Three clusters of outcomes were 
investigated: engagement, awareness, and 
enhancement. The research design sought to 
examine if the outcomes support the frame-
work of Cook-Sather et al., which identifies 
how partnerships tend to make students 
and faculty more thoughtful, engaged, and 
collegial as they conduct their work and life 
on campus and through campus-related 
events virtually and face-to-face.

Kappa Delta Pi- International 
Honor Society in Education
Ten Misericordia University Teacher Edu-
cation Department members were inducted 
into Kappa Delta Pi (KDP), the International 
Honor Society in Education. Being recog-
nized as a member of America’s largest and 
most prestigious educational honor society 
elevates the status and reputation of future 
or current teachers and indicates a deep 
commitment to being a teacher of excellence. 
To be considered for nomination, Junior or 
Senior teacher candidates must have already 
been on the Dean’s List at least twice, have a 
current overall GPA of at least 3.4, and thus 
are situated to graduate with honors. Addi-
tionally, they have met the current policies  
and procedures outlined in the Teacher Edu- 
cation Guidebook and have been actively 
involved in professional activities. Dr. Jodi 
Loughlin, Associate Professor of Education, 
serves as the Officer for Misericordia's Psi 
Theta Chapter of KDP. This year’s inductees 
were Alexis Bialek, Megan Collins, Olivia 
Eckert, Alexandra Gordon, Elizabeth Kelly, 
Ariana Nolter, Logan Padden, Kaitlyn Shatzel, 
Rachel Shook, and Dr. Denise Miles.

Service Learning
This year, students enrolled in Dr. Denise 
Miles’ TED 131 Cultural Awareness had 
the opportunity to engage in meaningful 
service to the community. Early Child-
hood and Special education majors part-
nered with Education majors from King’s 
College to provide afterschool tutoring to 
Dan Flood Elementary School students 
in the Wilkes-Barre Area School District. 
Middle Level and Secondary Education 
majors provided homework help and 
mentoring to middle school students at the 
Wyoming Valley West School District. 

Dr. Michele Brague provided an additional 
service learning opportunity for students 
enrolled in ECE 110 Introduction to Early 
Childhood and ECE 382 Math Methods. 
The early childhood majors partnered 
with secondary math majors to teach math 
lessons to students at St. Jude’s Catholic 
School in Mountaintop. The PK- Grade 
5 students enjoyed the Olympic-themed 
math lessons. 

TED students 
support the 
community 

through Service 
Learning

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
In January, six students and two Misericordia 
Speech-Language Pathology Department faculty 
members, Adina Rosenthal and Erin Roberts, 
traveled to Belize on the department’s annual 
service trip. The group provided speech and 
language pathology services to over 100 patients 
throughout their trip and worked in conjunction  
with physical and occupational therapy students 
from Alvernia University.  In addition, students  
presented various topics to community partners 
to educate them on relevant aspects of our field 
in hopes that their work would have a more 
lasting impact on the people of Belize.  

Two Misericordia students educate the staff of 
a skilled nursing home on Parkinson’s disease.

A Misericordia 
student 
introduced an 
augmentative 
and alternative 
communication 
(AAC) system 
as part of an 
interdisciplinary 
evaluation. 

Recently, the Misericordia Speech-Language and Hearing Center has begun to use virtual reality 
(VR) goggles in therapy! Dr. Glen Tellis has primarily been using this new technology to create 
controlled immersive environments for people who stutter, allowing them to practice speaking in 
various environments and increase their confidence. VR goggles have only recently been applied 
to the field of speech-language pathology, but our clinic hopes to expand their use to a variety of 
speech and language clients, such as individuals with aphasia or autism spectrum disorder. We are 
looking forward to helping more clients with this new technology!

Four new textbooks authored by our faculty members are making their debut this year. Dr. Glen 
Tellis and Dr. Kathleen Scaler-Scott have co-authored The Source for Stuttering and Cluttering, a 
textbook that provides lesson plans, assessment checklists, treatment goals, and practice assignments  
related to stuttering and cluttering. In addition, Dr. Glen Tellis co-wrote Fundamentals of Anatomy 
and Physiology of Speech, Language, and Hearing, which provides a breakdown of necessary anatomy  
concisely, accompanied by images from our clinic’s Anatomage table to help students clearly visualize 
structures. Dr. Tellis has also worked collaboratively on the third edition of Logemann’s Evaluation 
and Treatment of Swallowing Disorders, preparing students to assess and treat swallowing disor-
ders, and An Advanced Review of Speech-Language Pathology, which aims to prepare students to 
take the Praxis exam. 

First-year graduate student Stephanie Fazio was awarded ASHA’s Students Preparing for Academic 
and Research Careers (SPARC) Award for 2023. She was among only thirteen students in the coun-
try selected for this prestigious award. The SPARC Award was created to encourage SLP students 
interested in pursuing a Ph.D. and a career in academia and supports students’ teaching and re-
search goals. Additionally, recipients gain networking opportunities at the ASHA Convention and 
recognition on the ASHA website. The Speech-Language Pathology Department congratulates 
Stephanie on this achievement!

Several faculty members and students attended 
the 2023 American Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association Convention in Boston, MA, in 
November. Our department delivered four and 
eleven poster presentations on topics including 
fluency disorders, AAC, communication strat-
egies for dementia, aphasia, clinical education, 
and social robotics. One study presented  
by former faculty member Reethee Antony 
alongside students Emma Schaedler and Erica 
Scheinberg, Neural Signatures of the Ling-6 
English Speech Sounds, received the meritorious 
poster award at the conference! In April, many 
faculty and students from our department will 
attend the Pennsylvania Speech-Language- 
Hearing Association Convention in Pittsburgh, 
PA to present their research findings. One such 
presentation, Intercollegiate and Interprofes-
sional Service-Learning Experience in Belize, 
is a multidisciplinary and multi-institutional 
presentation by Misericordia students and faculty 
alongside faculty and students from Alvernia  
University on their collaborative work in Belize. 

In addition to these state and national con-
ferences, fifth-year students Hannah Bilenski 
and Shannon Murphy presented the findings 

of their study, Investigating Current Trends in 
Treatment and Assessment in Primary Progres-
sive Aphasia: Insights from Speech-Language 
Pathologists, at the 2023 Academy of Aphasia 
Conference in Reading, England under the 
leadership of mentor Dr. Chitrali Mamlekar. 
In addition, Hannah was selected for the NIH/
NIDCD Fellowship Program at the conference, 
which provided her with mentoring and training 
from experts in the field during the meeting. Dr. 
Glen Tellis and his research team also traveled to 
London to present at the 13th Oxford Dysfluency 
Conference. The team ultimately presented their 
findings to the Michael Palin Centre for Stam-
mering. We’re proud to be sharing our research 
all over the globe!

Students Emma 
Schaedler and 
Erica Sheinberg 
with their 
meritorious poster 
at the 2023 ASHA 
Convention

A group of students presents their poster at the 
2023 ASHA Convention.

Hannah Bilenski and Shannon Murphy presenting their 
poster at the 2023 Academy of Aphasia Conference

Maria Monteleone, Megan Roman,  
and Alyssa Robinson presenting their posters in London
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Founded by the Sisters of Mercy.

SOCIAL WORK

Pinwheels for Child Abuse Awareness &  
Prevention on the Rotary Triangle
Misericordia students, members of the Dallas Rotary and the Dallas 
Borough, and Dallas Twp. Police Departments gathered at the Rotary 
Triangle by the Dallas Shopping Center to raise awareness for Child Abuse 
and Child Abuse Prevention. Pinwheels were also placed on campus.

Students Visit Child Advocacy Center
Professor Joanita Salla recently visited the Luzerne County Child Advocacy 
Center with her class. In addition to receiving a tour of the facility, the 
students had the opportunity to meet and ask questions of the medical 
staff, forensic interviewers, and child and family advocates.  The guiding 
principle of the CAC is to reduce the trauma to child victims by coor-
dinating medical, law enforcement, the District Attorney's Office, and 
child welfare services.

The students had the opportunity to take the information gained in the 
classroom and use it to form questions and engage in very insightful 
dialogue with the staff.

Dr. David Hage was accepted into the 2024 
JHF Feinstein Death & Dying Fellowship in 
Pittsburgh, PA

Through a combination of nine virtual and in-per-
son sessions/site visits in the Pittsburgh area, 
David Hage, Ph.D., MSW, LCSW, ACSW, C-AS-
WCM, Director of Field Education in Misericor-
dia's Social Work program, will learn, confront, 
and discuss the legal, medical, social, cultural, 
familial, and spiritual aspects of death and dying 
as part of a multidisciplinary group. Dr. Hage will 

also hear from experts in a range of end-of-life disciplines, visit local 
resource providers, and practice serious illness conversation skills.

Now in its 10th year, the Jewish Healthcare Foundation (JHF) Feinstein 
Death and Dying Fellowship continues to help better prepare professionals  
to effectively communicate with patients and families about death, 
dying, and grief.

Above Left: Joanita Salla, Helena Polinsky, Allison Sudano, Stephanie Gerhart, and Shannon Peduto standing in front of the "Hands of Courage" wall.   
Each hand represents a child who was a victim of abuse and was served by the CAC during the past year. There are over 500 hands on the wall.
Adobe Right: Helena Polinsky, Stephanie Gerhart and Allison Sudano.

TRADITIONAL AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION  
FORMATS ARE AVAILABLE FOR  
THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

	■ Diagnostic Medical Sonography 

	■ Education (BS:ECE, BS:SE, BS:ML, 
BS:Ed, MS:RS, MS:IT, MS:PP)  

	■ Health Science: Exercise Science  

	■ Health Science: Medical Science  

	■ Addictions Counseling

	■ Diagnostic Medical Sonography

	■ Education (Reading Specialist) 
PDE Endorsements (Integrative STEM 
Education, Online Instruction, Gifted 
Education)

	■ Family Nurse Practitioner  
Post-Master’s Certificate

	■ Geriatric Care Manager  
(graduate certificate)

	■ Nursing (RN to BSN) 

	■ Diagnostic Medical Sonography

	■ Nursing

	■ Patient Navigation Specialization

	■ Occupational Therapy

	■ Patient Navigation Specialization 
(online for Certificate) 

	■ Health Science: Patient Navigation
	■ Medical Imaging
	■ Nursing (BSN, MSN, DNP)
	■ Occupational Therapy

	■ Physical Therapy

	■ Physician Assistant

	■ Speech-Language 
Pathology

	■ Social Work   

http://misericordia.edu/chse

