Buckeye Union

Mandarin Immersion
Program




Why a Mandarin immersion program?

21st Century Learning Experience

Exposed to a rich palette of language and culture

Build conceptual connections in the brain

Develop higher-level critical thinking skills

Develop the level of language needed to access academic curriculum

Provide a rigorous academic and language development program



Some Background

® 2015-16 School Year
o 176 Schools in US had Mandarin Immersion
Program
o 38inCA
o 85% of these were single strand rather than whole
school programs



Why is learning Chinese so different from
other languages?

Please read the following simple sentence.




Traditional Characters

IR FSRLESEERT,



Simplified Characters

IRZFSRLEFE

‘\ I]To




Pinyin

Ni de haizi jintian
shangxué chidaole.



Spanish

Su hijo llegd tarde a la
escuela hoy.



English

Your child was late to school

today.



Learning Chinese

® Level V Language (88 weeks) Foreign Service Institute
(Spanish Level | - 24-28 weeks)

® Repetition and memorization

e Read-Recognize vs Master - Read & Write

® Learning Characters

o There are over 50,000 characters

o A well educated person knows about 8,000

o 2,000 - 3,000 will allow you to read a newspaper



Our Program

® One Way Immersion

o Teaching in Mandarin, not teaching Mandarin
e 80/20,70/30, 60/40, 50/50 - Mandarin / English

o Kinder - 5th grade
® All communication is in Mandarin during “Chinese
time”



Focus in Kinder and early 1st grade is receptive
language, so students may not begin spontaneous

speaking until mid 1st Grade

Comprehensible Input
Total Physical Response (TPR)
80% - Chinese Language Arts, Reading, Writing,
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Chinese Culture
20% - English ELA, Mathematics vocabulary



e Kinder 180 minutes of instruction in the day
o 80/20
m 144 min in Mandarin
m 36 minin English
e 1st Grade 299 minutes of instruction in the day
o 80/20
m 239 minin Mandarin
m 60 minin English



e Atthe end of 5th grade
o Listening & Speaking skills can approach grade level

proficiency
o Reading skills will tend to lag about 2 years below
Chinese peer grade level
Writing skills will also lag 2 or more years




Assessment - Avant STAMP 4Se
Benchmarks & Rubric Guide

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

Listening, Speaking, Reading, & Writing

Novice Intermediate Adavanced
Novice-Low - 1 Intermediate-Low - 4 Advanced-Low - 7
Novice-Mid - 2 Intermediate-Mid - 5

Novice-High -3 Intermediate-High - 6



Partnership

e All of this is dependent on additional practice and
support outside school. This is a true partnership!




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QerlKVfczG4
(Time stamp 1:25)

e Homework is a must! Repetition and practice!

® Longterm commitment K - 5th and beyond

Attendance



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QerlKVfczG4

Is this a good fit for your child?

e Are they flexible and not easily frustrated?
® Do they know their letters and sounds?
e Site words?




Curriculum

Better Immersion

® My First Chinese Words
e My First Chinese Reader
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Next Steps:

e Parent Information Meetings
O Letters of Interest

® Begin Recruitment of Teachers

O Guest Teacher Program

o Directly with Universities, EdJoin



Questions?




Thank You
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