
The Four Facts of Multiplying 
Decimals:

When multiplying a decimal by a whole number, the product is less 
than the whole number.

1.

2 x 0.5 = 1.0      1.0 < 2

When multiplying two decimal numbers less than 1, the product is less 
than either decimal.

2.

0.4 x 0.7 = 0.28       0.28 < 0.4  & 0.28 < 0.7

When multiplying two numbers greater than 1, the product is greater 
than either factor.
1.2 x 1.2 = 1.44      1.44 > 1.2

3.

The number of decimal places (dp) in the factors is the same as the 
number of decimal places (dp) in the product.***

4.

1.1  x  1.1 = 1.21
1dp + 1dp = 2dp

***12  x  1.25 = 15.00 = 15 
      0dp + 2dp = 2dp 

***equivalent decimals will drop the extra zeros
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