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Erie County Chorus

Congratulations to the following students:

Amelia Anesi

Piper Hein

Mia Rogers

Ana Washington

Thank you Mrs. Bridon!



Congratulations!

Student Nominating Staff Student Nominating Staff Student Nominating Staff

Sammy Malay  Mrs. Barbalate Angie Kuss Mrs.Jenkins Edison Rechin Mrs. Johel

Jordan Mickey Miss Giese Madelyn Gold Mrs. Zimmer Courtney McIntosh Mrs. Banks

Yousef Al Ani Miss Dirrigl Kyle Svova Mrs. Cianfrini James Kenney Mrs. Potkalitsky
Zuhoor              

Abu Hassan Miss Zaleski Isabelle Schultz Miss Bainbridge Vera Turkkan Mrs. Stewart

Angelo Toney Ms. Hiller Journie Scott Mr. Wawrzyniak Julien Evans Miss Chatt

Mohammad Yosaf Mrs. O'Brien Liam Clark Miss Balisteri Alice Dong Mrs. Bell

Nawfal Purno Mrs. Connelly Mahmoud Qarqouz Miss Mielcarek Nahla Matias
Mrs. Henderson,              

Mr. Ramsay

Parker Sherk Ms. Erman Saniya Wilks Miss Criscione



Willow Ridge at a Glance

School Year Enrollment Additional Information

2022-2023 348 Not including PreK, low K enrollment

2021-2022 368 In person instruction

2020-2021 365 In person/remote instruction

2019-2020 358 ENL Program Returns to WR

2018-2019 323 Enrollment from 08/09-17/18-  Range: 308-329

English Language Learners/Language Proficiency Levels

Entering Emerging Transitioning Expanding Commanding Total

1 5 4 12 14 36

Special Education

K 3

1 4

2 2

3 7

4 6

5 3

7% 25



Every Student, One Community, Ready for the Future 
“We empower students to be innovative, self-directed,
curious, compassionate, resilient, persistent, lifelong
learners.”

Our Why

We want students to: 
- Be themselves
- Feel valued
- Value others
- Have a sense of purpose



Creating a Culture of Leadership



Service Learning

-Kindness Cart
-Warm Hearts

Leaders & 
Greeters

Student 
Ambassadors

Student 
Lighthouse

Leadership 
Day

Journalist 
Team

Morning 
Announcements

Design 
Team

Birthday 
Club

Wellness 
Committee

28 17 11 16 7 12 21 8 9

129 students in leadership roles or action teams

Student Leadership

Shared Events & 
Celebrations

-Multicultural Night
-Leadership Day

Student Led Academics

-Wildly Important Goals
-Leadership Notebooks
-Student Led Conferences





○ 3 Dimensional Science Standards with focus on Cross 
Cutting Concepts (CCC) & Science Engineering 
Practices(SEP) over Disciplinary Core Ideas or Content 
(DCI) 

○ Next Generation Literacy Standards - Lifelong practices 
of Readers and Writers

○ Next Generation Mathematical Standards and Practices

Shifts in Standards



● Instructional time
● Increase in student support services (kids missing When to go to ____)
● Covering all standards
● Exposing students to all modes of non-fiction text - not just expository (which 

is the mode textbooks are written in)
● Increased time to use nonfiction texts as writing mentors, with a deep focus 

on text structure.

Other Driving Factors



Begin with the End in Mind

Let’s Look at a Phenomenon

Shifts in Science 



Sample test from NYSED for 5th grade









So what does this mean…

● 3-Dimensional science learning that integrates the 
SEPs, DCIs and CCCs

● Less memorizing of factual knowledge and more 
sense making

● Use of real-world phenomena/real world problems 
that engage students in critical thinking and inquiry

● Equitable opportunities for all students

Shifting the Way We Teach Science



https://ncte.org/statement/role-of-nonfiction-literature-k-12/


“An impediment to 
students’ information 
literacy development 
is the fact that time 
devoted to social 
studies and science 
instruction at the 
elementary level has 
diminished” (Au, 
2009; Blank, 2013; 
Duke, 2019, Griffith & 
Scharmann, 2008).

NCTE Position 
Statement on the 
Role of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Typical Day for a 1st Grader

8:30 - 8:50 - Arrival, Breakfast
8:50 - Morning Meeting/Morning Message
9:20 - Literacy Block
11:25 - Lunch
11:55 - Recess
12:15 - Literacy Block
12:45 - Math
1:40 - Pack up to go home
1:45 - Special Area
2:35 - Dismissal

170 minutes of ELA
● Morning Message
● Reading/Writing Workshop
● Explicit/Implicit Word Study
● Centers & Small/Guided Groups

50-55 minutes of Math
45 minutes of Special Area
50 minutes of Lunch/Recess

Typical Day for a 5th Grader 

8:30 - 9:00 - Arrival, Breakfast
9:00 - Morning Meeting/Morning Message
9:20 - Special Area
10:05 - Math
11:05 - Literacy Block
12:35 - Lunch
1:05 - Recess
1:25 - Literacy Block 
2:33 - Pack up
2:35 - Dismissal

175 minutes of ELA
● Morning Message
● Reading/Writing Workshop
● Explicit/Implicit Word Study
● Small/Guided Groups

60 minutes of Math
45 minutes of Special Area
50 minutes of Lunch/Recess



“With so much to offer 
young people as 

readers and thinkers, 
nonfiction should play 
a far more robust role 

in the reading and 
learning lives of 

young people in and 
out of school.”

NCTE Position 
Statement on the Role 
of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Traditional nonfiction reading in content areas, such as Science 
and Social Studies is most often presented in textbooks that 

offer very few modes of Nonfiction.



“With so much to offer 
young people as 

readers and thinkers, 
nonfiction should play 
a far more robust role 

in the reading and 
learning lives of 

young people in and 
out of school.”

NCTE Position 
Statement on the Role 
of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Inside our Integrated Science Units we have included multiple 
modes of both Fiction and Nonfiction around the Science DCIs



“Cultivating children’s 
information literacy at the 
earliest of ages is an 
essential element of 
21st-century literacy 
learning. Exposure to a 
variety of nonfiction texts 
ensures students are able 
to develop their capacity 
to critically evaluate 
information, the 
perspectives of authors 
and experts, and systems 
of power (Elmborg, 
2006).”

NCTE Position Statement 
on the Role of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Examples of Mentor Texts for 1st Grade Physical Science



“Cultivating children’s 
information literacy at the 
earliest of ages is an 
essential element of 
21st-century literacy 
learning. Exposure to a 
variety of nonfiction texts 
ensures students are able 
to develop their capacity 
to critically evaluate 
information, the 
perspectives of authors 
and experts, and systems 
of power (Elmborg, 
2006).”

NCTE Position Statement 
on the Role of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Examples of Mentor Texts for 5th Grade Physical Science



“Exceptional nonfiction should 
serve as a mentor text for 
student writing. But in an age 
of standardized testing, much 
of the nonfiction writing young 
people do in school is limited 
to the genre of test-driven 
essay writing and short 
responses, which does not 
reflect authentic nonfiction 
writing. Too often, students 
are not given the time and 
freedom to explore topics of 
personal interest or 
enthusiastically share their 
new knowledge with others.”

NCTE Position Statement on 
the Role of Nonfiction 
Literature K-12, 2023

Students K-5 write in many ways throughout the units to consolidate 
thinking, keeping in mind the text and graphic features nonfiction writers 
use when conveying information. As they read more authentic nonfiction 
texts we begin to gather information as to why authors may use a certain 

feature to convey their research.



Community Writing from 1st Grade Physical Science Integrated Unit on Sound/Light



Independent Writing About Reading from 1st Grade Physical Science 
Integrated Unit on Sound/Light



Consolidation of learning through learning posters at the end of each layer of the unit.
1st Grade Physical Science Integrated Unit on Sound/Light



Community Writing from 5th Grade Physical Science Integrated Unit on Matter



Independent Writing About Reading from 5th Grade 
Physical Science Integrated Unit on Matter



Consolidation of learning through learning posters at the end of each layer of the unit.
5th Grade Physical Science Integrated Unit on Matter



Our Integrated Units are allowing students to learn to read and write like scientists. 
The assessments given reflect not only the students’ scientific literacy, but also the way they act and think 

like a scientist.



Questions


