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7131

Education of
Students in
Temporary

Housing

Suggested revision(s): Required policy. The term "professional development" was changed to
"professional learning" in letter k) in the "The McKinney-Vento Liaison for Students in
Temporary Housing" section. This reflects a shift in terminology from "professional
development" to "professional learning" in the Commissioner's regulations. This shift is
consistent with changes to standards adopted by the Professional Standards and Practices
Board for Teaching (PSPB). According to the Board of Regents, this shift was more than just
a change in language. Using the phrase "professional learning" emphasizes the importance of
educators taking an active role in their continuous development. Rather than being passive
recipients of information, educators should be active partners in determining the content of
their learning, how their learning occurs, and how they evaluate its effectiveness. Other
revisions were made for clarity and consistency purposes. Reviewed by Anne Nowak. Policy
Committee recommends adopting this update.

7150

Remote
Learning

Note: This policy was previously suggested in the 20-21 Policy Audit. The District did not act
on this policy at that time. In the 20-21 Policy Audit, the policy was "Not rec." Per the
District's request, this policy is being included in the 21-22 Policy Audit.

Suggested revision(s): Customization required. New suggested policy titled "Remote
Learning." It discusses in what circumstances a district may allow or require students to use
remote learning. It also includes a discussion about formats and methods of remote learning
and what factors will be taken into consideration when making determinations about how to
best deliver remote learning.

Policy Committee does not recommend adopting this policy.

7270

Rights of Non-
Custodial
Parents

Note: This policy was previously suggested in the 16-17, 18-19, 19-20, and 20-21 Policy
Audits. The District did not act on this policy at those times. In the 20-21 Policy Audit, the
policy was "Not rec." Per the District's request, this policy is being included in the 21-22
Policy Audit.

Suggested revision(s): New suggested policy titled "Rights of Non-Custodial Parents." School
administrators often find themselves in the middle of complicated family issues, such as child
custody and the involvement of non-custodial parents in their children's education. While each
situation is different, this policy provides district officials with guidance on how to handle the
rights of non-custodial parents in the school setting.

Policy Committee does not recommend adopting this policy.

7320

Alcohol,
Tobacco,
Drugs & Other
Substances
(Students)

Suggested revision(s): Revised in light of senate bill S854A which legalized recreational
cannabis (marijuana) use for anyone age 21 and older. Public Health Law prohibits smoking
and vaping on school grounds. As part of senate bill S854A, the definition of smoking in
Public Health Law was revised to include a reference to cannabis. The senate bill also added
Section 222.10 to the Penal Law. This new Section prohibits smoking, vaping, or ingesting
cannabis or concentrated cannabis in or upon the grounds of a school or in or on a school bus.
However, this prohibition does not apply to acts that are in compliance with Article three of
the Cannabis Law which relates to medical cannabis use. Other revisions were made for clarity
and consistency purposes.

Policy Committee recommends adopting this update.

7420

Sports & the
Athletic
Program

Suggested revision(s): Revised in response to changes to Title IX's implementing regulations
which require districts to "designate and authorize" at least one employee to coordinate their
efforts to comply with their responsibilities under Title IX. Under the revised regulations,
these employees must be referred to as "Title IX Coordinators." In light of these changes, the
"Title IX Compliance" section, the reference to the "Civil Rights Compliance Officer" was
changed to "Title IX Coordinator(s)." Reviewed by Marissa Dauria. Minor changes to this
update recommended by Policy Committee, highlighted in green.

7521

Students with
Life-
Threatening
Health
Conditions

Suggested revision(s): In the second letter g) on page two, changed the reference from
"building-level safety plans and the District-wide emergency response plan" to "the District-
wide school safety plan and building-level emergency response plans" for consistency with
terminology used in Education Law Section 2801-a.

Policy Committee recommends adopting this update.




Sweet Home Central School District
Policy Committee Meeting
March 2, 2022

Minutes

Present: Mike Ginestre, JoAnn Balazs, Don Feldmann, Scott Johnson, Brian Laible, Lisa Cebulski & Karen Galli.

1. Reviewed the following policies for March first reading:

7131

Education of
Students in
Temporary
Housing

Suggested revision(s): Required policy. The term "professional development" was
changed to "professional learning” in letter k) in the "The McKinney-Vento Liaison for
Students in Temporary Housing" section. This reflects a shift in terminology from
"professional development" to "professional learning” in the Commissioner's
regulations. This shift is consistent with changes to standards adopted by the
Professional Standards and Practices Board for Teaching (PSPB). According to the
Board of Regents, this shift was more than just a change in language. Using the phrase
"professional learning" emphasizes the importance of educators taking an active role in
their continuous development. Rather than being passive recipients of information,
educators should be active partners in determining the content of their learning, how
their learning occurs, and how they evaluate its effectiveness. Other revisions were
made for clarity and consistency purposes. Reviewed by Anne Nowak. Policy
Committee recommends adopting this update.

7150

Remote Learning

Note: This policy was previously suggested in the 20-21 Policy Audit. The District did
not act on this policy at that time. In the 20-21 Policy Audit, the policy was "Not rec."
Per the District's request, this policy is being included in the 21-22 Policy Audit.

Suggested revision(s): Customization required. New suggested policy titled "Remote
Learning." It discusses in what circumstances a district may allow or require students
to use remote learning. It also includes a discussion about formats and methods of
remote learning and what factors will be taken into consideration when making
determinations about how to best deliver remote learning.

Policy Committee does not recommend adopting this policy.

7270

Rights of Non-
Custodial Parents

Note: This policy was previously suggested in the 16-17,18-19, 19-20, and 20-21
Policy Audits. The District did not act on this policy at those times. In the 20-21 Policy
Audit, the policy was "Not rec." Per the District's request, this policy is being included
in the 21-22 Policy Audit.

Suggested revision(s): New suggested policy titled "Rights of Non-Custodial Parents."
School administrators often find themselves in the middle of complicated family issues,
such as child custody and the involvement of non-custodial parents in their children's
education. While each situation is different, this policy provides district officials with
guidance on how to handle the rights of non-custodial parents in the school setting.
Policy Committee does not recommend adopting this policy.

7320

Alcohol, Tobacco,
Drugs & Other
Substances
(Students)

Suggested revision(s): Revised in light of senate bill S854A which legalized
recreational cannabis (marijuana) use for anyone age 21 and older. Public Health Law
prohibits smoking and vaping on school grounds. As part of senate bill S8544, the
definition of smoking in Public Health Law was revised to include a reference to
cannabis. The senate bill also added Section 222.10 to the Penal Law. This new Section
prohibits smoking, vaping, or ingesting cannabis or concentrated cannabis in or upon
the grounds of a school or in or on a school bus. However, this prohibition does not
apply to acts that are in compliance with Article three of the Cannabis Law which
relates to medical cannabis use. Other revisions were made for clarity and consistency
purposes.

Policy Committee recommends adopting this update.




7420 | Sports & the Suggested revision(s): Revised in response to changes to Title IX's implementing
Athletic Program | regulations which require districts to "designate and authorize" at least one employee
to coordinate their efforts to comply with their responsibilities under Title IX. Under
the revised regulations, these employees must be referred to as "Title IX Coordinators."
In light of these changes, the "Title IX Compliance” section, the reference to the "Civil
Rights Compliance Officer" was changed to "Title IX Coordinator(s)." Reviewed by
Marissa Dauria. Minor changes to this update recommended by Policy
Committee, highlighted in green.
7521 | Students with Suggested revision(s): In the second letter g) on page two, changed the reference
Life-Threatening from "building-level safety plans and the District-wide emergency response plan” to
Health Conditions | "the District-wide school safety plan and building-level emergency response plans" for

consistency with terminology used in Education Law Section 2801-a.
Policy Committee recommends adopting this update.
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Students

SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING

The Board recognizes the unique challenges that face students in temporary housing (i.e., homeless
children and youth) and will provide these students with access to the same free and appropriate public
education, including public preschool education, as other students, as well as access to educational and
other services necessary to be successful in school. The District will ensure that these students are not
separated from the mainstream school environment. The Board is also committed to eliminating barriers
to the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success of students in temporary housing.

Identification of Students in Temporary Housing

All districts are obligated to affirmatively identify all students in temporary housing. Therefore,
the District will determine whether there are students in temporary housing within the District by using
a housing questionnaire to determine the nighttime residence of all newly enrolled students and all
students whose address changes during the school year. Not all students in temporary housing can be
identified through social service agencies or shelters, as children may be sharing the housing of other
persons, such as family or friends, due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other similar reason.
For this reason, the District uses a housing questionnaire that asks for a description of the current living
arrangements of the child or youth to determine whether the child or youth meets the definition of a
homeless child.

In addition to using the housing questionnaire, the District will also contact the local department
of social services (LDSS) (i.e., the social services district) to identify students in temporary housing, as
well as the local runaway and homeless youth shelter, and any other shelters located within District
boundaries to ensure all students in temporary housing are properly identified and served.

Definitions

a) Feeder school means:

1. A preschool whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary school or
group of elementary schools upon completion of that preschool;

2. A school whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary, middle,
intermediate, or high school or group of specified elementary, middle, intermediate, or
high schools upon completion of the terminal grade of such school; or

3. A school that sends its students to a receiving school in a neighboring school district.

b) Homeless child means:
1. A child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence,

including a child or youth who is:

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

d)

(a) Sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship,
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as "doubled-up");

(b) Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

(c) Abandoned in hospitals;

(d) A migratory child who qualifies as homeless under (a), (b), or (c) of this
subparagraph or item 2) below; or

(¢) An unaccompanied youth; or
2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is:

(a) A supervised, publicly, or privately operated shelter designed to provide
temporary living accommodations, including, but not limited to, shelters operated
or approved by the state or LDSS, and residential programs for runaway and
homeless youth established in accordance with applicable law; or

(b) A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings, including a child or youth who is living in a
car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train
station, or similar setting.

Migratory child means a child or youth who made a qualifying move in the preceding 36
months:

1.  Asamigratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; or

2. With, or to join, a parent or spouse who is a migratory agricultural worker or a
migratory fisher.

Preschool means a publicly funded prekindergarten program or a Head Start program
administered by the District and/or services under the Individuals with Disabilities Act
administered by the District.

Receiving school means:

1. A school that enrolls students from a specified or group of preschools, elementary

schools, middle schools, intermediate schools, or high schools; or

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

g)

h)

2.

A school that enrolls students from a feeder school in a neighboring local educational
agency.

Regional placement plan means a comprehensive regional approach to the provision of
educational placements for homeless children that has been approved by the Commissioner
of Education.

School district of current location means the public school district within New York State in
which the hotel, motel, shelter or other temporary housing arrangement of a homeless child,
or the residential program for runaway and homeless youth, is located, which is different
from the school district of origin.

School district of origin means the school district within New York State in which:

1.

The homeless child was attending a public school or preschool on a tuition-free basis
or was entitled to attend when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless, which is different from the school district of current location;

The child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless if the child was eligible to apply, register, or enroll in public preschool or
kindergarten at the time the child became homeless; or

The homeless child has a sibling who attends a school in the school district in which
the child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless.

School of origin means:

1.

The public school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the
school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool or a charter
school;

The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools for a
student in temporary housing who completes the final grade level served by the school
of origin; and

The public school or preschool in which the child would have been entitled or eligible to
attend based on the child's last residence before the circumstances arose which caused the
child to become homeless if the child becomes homeless after the child is eligible to apply,
register, or enroll in the public preschool or kindergarten or if the child is living with a
school-age sibling who attends school in the school district of origin.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

)

Unaccompanied youth means a homeless child or youth who is not in the physical custody
of a parent or legal guardian.

The McKinney-Vento Liaison for Students in Temporary Housing

The District will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other
federal programs, as the District liaison for students in temporary housing (otherwise referred to as the
McKinney-Vento liaison). The District's McKinney-Vento liaison serves as one of the primary contacts
between families experiencing homelessness and school staff, district personnel, shelter workers, and
other service providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless
children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed.

The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must ensure that:

a)

b)

©)

d)

g)

Students in temporary housing are identified by school personnel and through coordination
activities with other entities and agencies;

Students in temporary housing enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in,
the District's schools;

Students in temporary housing and their families receive educational services for which they
are eligible, including Head Start programs administered by a local educational agency, Early
Head Start, early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, and other preschool programs administered by the District;

Students and parents in temporary housing receive referrals to health care services, dental
services, mental health and substance abuse services, housing services and other appropriate
services;

Parents or guardians of students in temporary housing are informed of the educational and
related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful
opportunities to participate in the education of their children;

Parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth, are fully
informed of all transportation services, including transportation to and from the school
district of origin and are assisted in accessing transportation services;

Disputes regarding eligibility, school selection, enrollment and/or transportation are
mediated in accordance with applicable laws and regulations;

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

h)

)

k)

D

Assistance in commencing an appeal, in accordance with applicable law, of a final
determination regarding eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation is
provided to the student in temporary housing's parent or guardian or the unaccompanied
youth;

A record is maintained of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation;

Public notice of the educational rights of students in temporary housing is posted in locations
where these students receive services, such as schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup
kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of students in
temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth;

School personnel providing services to students in temporary housing receive professional
development and other support;

Unaccompanied youths:
1.  Are enrolled in school;

2. Have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as the State
establishes for other children and youth, including receiving credit for full or partial
coursework earned in a prior school pursuant to Commissioner's regulations; and

3. Are informed of their status as independent students under Section 480 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 and that the youths may obtain assistance from the McKinney-
Vento liaison to receive verification of this status for purposes of the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA);

School personnel, service providers, advocates working with students in temporary housing,
parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and students in temporary housing
are informed of the duties of the McKinney-Vento liaison; and

Assistance with obtaining any necessary immunizations or screenings, or immunization or
other required health records is provided to the parents or guardians of the students in
temporary housing.

School District and School Designations

A designator will make the initial decision about which school district and school a student in
temporary housing will attend. A designator is:

a)

The parent or person in parental relation (guardian) to a student in temporary housing;

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

b)  The student in temporary housing, together with the McKinney-Vento liaison, in the case of
an unaccompanied youth; or

c) The director of a residential program for runaway and homeless youth, in consultation with
the student in temporary housing, where the student is living in that program.

The District will ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school district of
attendance for the student in temporary housing:

a) The school district of current location;
b) The school district of origin; or
c) A school district participating in a regional placement plan.

The District will also ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school where a
student in temporary housing seeks to attend:

a) The school of origin; or

b) Any school that permanent housed children and youth who live in the attendance area in
which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend, including a preschool.

A student in temporary housing is entitled to attend the schools of the school district of origin
without the payment of tuition for the duration of his or her homelessness and through the remainder of
the school year in which the student becomes permanently housed and for one additional year if that
year constitutes the student's terminal year in that school building, subject to a best interest
determination.

Designation/STAC 202 Form
The District will identify all students in temporary housing, and a designation form will be
completed by the designator for all these students and any other student who claims homelessness.

Designations must be made on the STAC 202 form provided by the Commissioner.

The appropriate designator must complete the designation form. The District makes designation
forms available to a student in temporary housing who seeks admission to school or to the parent or
person in parental relation who seeks to enroll the child in school.

The District will provide completed designation forms to the McKinney-Vento liaison
immediately, but no later than two business days from the earlier date on which the child or youth either:

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)
a)  Sought enrollment in school; or

b) Was placed in a temporary housing facility or residential facility for runaway and homeless
youth.

Where a parent or person in parental relation or a child who is neither placed in a temporary
housing facility by the LDSS nor housed in a residential program for runaway homeless youth,
designates the District as the school district of current location, the District will forward to the State
Education Department a completed designation form and a statement of the basis for its determination
that the child is a homeless child entitled to attend the District's schools.

Immediate Enrollment and Best Interest Determinations

Upon identification of a child who is in temporary housing and/or receipt of a completed
designation/STAC 202 form, the District will:

a) Immediately review the designation form to ensure that it has been completed and admit the
student in temporary housing even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally
required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, immunization
records, proof of residency or other documentation and even if the child or youth has missed
application deadlines;

b) Determine whether the designation made by the designator is consistent with the best
interests of the student in temporary housing. In making best interests decisions the District
will:

1. Presume that keeping the child in the school of origin is in the child's best interest,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian (or youth in
the case of an unaccompanied youth); and

2. Consider student-centered factors such as the effect of mobility on student
achievement, education, health, and safety of the child, giving priority to the wishes of
the child's parent or guardian (or the youth, if a homeless unaccompanied youth). If the
District determines that it is in the best interest of the student in temporary housing to
attend a school other than the school of origin or the designated school, the District will
provide the parent or guardian (or youth, if an unaccompanied youth) with a written
explanation of its determination, including information about the right to appeal.

c) Provide the child with access to all of the District's programs, activities and services to the
same extent as they are provided to resident students;

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)
d) Immediately contact the school district where the child's records are located in order to obtain
a copy of these records and coordinate the transmittal of records for students with disabilities
pursuant to applicable laws and regulations;
¢) Immediately refer the parent or guardian of the student in temporary housing to the
McKmney -Vento liaison who must assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or
immunization or medical records if the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations or
immunization or medical records;
f)  Forward the STAC 202 form to the Commissioner and the school district of origin, where
applicable. In all cases, the District will give a copy of the completed STAC 202 form to the
designator and keep a copy of the STAC 202 form for the District's records;
g)  Arrange for transportation in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; and
h)  Arrange for the child to receive free school meals.
Request for Records

Within five days of receipt of a request for school records from a new school, the District will
forward, in a manner consistent with state and federal law, a complete copy of the student in temporary
housing's records, including, but not limited to, proof of age, academic records, evaluations,
immunization records, and guardianship papers, if applicable.
Tuition Reimbursement

The District is eligible to request reimbursement from the State Education Department for the

direct costs of educational services to students in temporary housing that are not otherwise reimbursed

under special federal programs, when:

a) The District is either the school district of current location or a school district participating
in a regional placement plan;

b) The District is designated as the school district of attendance; and
c) The school district of origin for the student in temporary housing is within New York State.

All claims for reimbursement will be made on the STAC 202 form prescribed by the
Commissioner of the State Education Department.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

In addition, the District is eligible for reimbursement for the direct costs of educational services,
including transportation costs for students who continue enrollment in the District schools after finding
permanent housing midyear in a different school district within New York State. In these cases, the
District will directly bill the new district where the student permanently resides for all direct costs of
educational services, including transportation, that are not otherwise reimbursed under special federal
programs.

Transportation Responsibilities

The LDSS is responsible for providing transportation to students in temporary housing, including
preschool students and students with disabilities who are eligible for benefits under Social Services Law
§350-j and placed in temporary housing arrangements outside their designated districts. Where the
LDSS requests that the District provide or arrange for transportation for a student in temporary housing
in the circumstances above, the District will provide or arrange for the transportation and directly bill
the LDSS so that the district will be fully and promptly reimbursed for the cost of the transportation.

If the District is the designated school district of attendance, the District will provide for the
transportation of each student in temporary housing who is living in a residential program for runaway
and homeless youth, including if the temporary housing is located outside the school district. The costs
for transportation for each student in temporary housing who lives in a residential program for runaway
youth and homeless youth located outside of the designated school district will be reimbursed by the
State Education Department, to the extent funds are provided for the purpose, with the submission of a
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Program Form. Where the District provides
transportation for a student living in a Runaway and Homeless Youth facility, the District will promptly
request reimbursement using the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Form.

The District will transport any student in temporary housing to their school of origin, including
preschools and charter schools, where it is the designated district of attendance and the student in
temporary housing is not entitled to receive transportation from the Department of Social Services.

When the District is designated as the school district of current location for a student in temporary
housing and the student does not attend the school of origin, the District will provide transportation on
the same basis as it is provided to resident students, unless the local transportation policy represents a
barrier to the student's attendance in school.

If the student in temporary housing designates the District as the school district of attendance,

transportation will not exceed 50 miles each way, unless the Commissioner determines that it is in the
best interest of the child.

(Continued)
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Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance and it has recommended the
student in temporary housing attend a summer educational program, the district of attendance will
provide transportation services to students in temporary housing for summer educational programs if
the lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the program.

Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation
services to students in temporary housing for extracurricular or academic activities when:

a) The student participates in or would like to participate in an extracurricular or academic
activity, including an after-school activity, at the school;

b) The student meets the eligibility criteria for the activity; and
c) The lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the activity.

Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation
as described above for the duration of homelessness, unless the LDSS is responsible for providing
transportation. After the student becomes permanently housed, the District will provide transportation
to the school of origin until the end of the school year and for one additional year if that year constitutes
the child's terminal year in the school building.

Where a student in temporary housing must cross state-lines to attend a school of origin, the
District will coordinate with the District in the neighboring state to provide transportation services when:

a) The student is temporarily living in New York State and continues to attend school in a
neighboring state; or

b)  The student is temporarily living in a neighboring state and continues to attend school in
New York State.

Dispute Resolution Process

The District has established the following procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes
regarding school selection or enrollment of a homeless child or youth:

a)  The District will provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to
appeal, to the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing, or to an unaccompanied
youth, if the District determines that the District is not required to either enroll and/or
transport the child or youth to the school of origin or a school requested by the parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth, or if there is a disagreement about a child's or youth's
status as a homeless child or unaccompanied youth. The written explanation will be in a

(Continued)
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b)

manner and form understandable to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth and will
include a statement regarding the McKinney-Vento liaison's availability to help the parent,
guardian, or unaccompanied youth with any appeal and the contact information for the
liaison.

The District will immediately enroll the student in the school in which enrollment is sought
by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, provide transportation to the school, and
will delay for 30 days the implementation of a final determination to decline to either enroll
in and/or transport the student in temporary housing to the school of origin or a school
requested by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth.

If the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing or unaccompanied youth
commences an appeal to the Commissioner within 30 days of such final determination, the
student will be permitted to continue to attend the school he or she is enrolled in at the time
of the appeal and/or receive transportation to that school pending the resolution of all
available appeals.

The McKinney-Vento Liaison's Dispute Resolution Responsibilities

The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must assist the student in temporary housing's parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth in bringing an appeal to the Commissioner of a final school district
decision regarding enrollment, school selection and/or transportation. In the event of a dispute regarding
eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation, the District's McKinney-Vento liaison

will:

a)
b)

c)

d)

Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a copy of the form petition;
Assist the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth in completing the form petition;

Arrange for the copying of the form petition and supporting documents for the parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth, without cost to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied
youth;

Accept service of the form petition and supporting papers on behalf of any District employee
or officer named as a party, or the District if it is named as a party, or arrange for service by
mail by mailing the form petition and supporting documents to any District employee or
officer named as a party, and, if the District is named as a party, to a person in the office of
the Superintendent who has been designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the
District;

Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated
acknowledgment verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting
documents, and will either accept service of these documents on behalf of the District

(Continued)
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employee or officer or District, or effect service by mail by mailing the form petition and
supporting documents to any District employee or officer named as a party, and, if the
District is named as a party, to a person in the office of the Superintendent who has been
designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the District;

f)  Transmit on behalf of the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, within five days after
the service of, the form petition or any pleading or paper to the Office of Counsel, New York
State Education Department, State Education Building, Albany, New York 12234;

g) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated
acknowledgement verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting
documents and will transmit these documents on behalf of the parent, guardian or
unaccompanied youth to the Office of Counsel, New York State Education Department, State
Education Building, Albany, New York 12234;

h)  Accept service of any subsequent pleadings or papers, including any correspondence related
to the appeal, if the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth so elects. He or she will also
make this correspondence available to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth; and

1)  Maintain a record of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation
determinations.

Coordination

The District will coordinate the provision of services described in this policy with local social
services agencies, housing providers and other agencies or programs providing services to students in
temporary housing and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act.

The District will coordinate with other school districts on inter-district issues, such as
transportation or transfer of school records.

The District will coordinate implementation of the above provision of services with the
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students with disabilities.

Coordination with Title I
The District acknowledges that students in temporary housing are eligible for services under Title

I, Part A, whether or not they live in a Title I school attendance area or meet the academic requirements
required of other children. The District will ensure that:

(Continued)
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a) Title I, Part A funds are set aside as are necessary to provide students in temporary housing,
who may have unique needs that differ from their permanently housed peers, with
educationally related support services;

b) Its local plan includes a description of how the plan is coordinated with McKinney-Vento;
c) Its local plan describes the services provided to students in temporary housing;

d) Its local plan describes the efforts it made to identify students in temporary housing,
including unaccompanied youth, if the District reports that there are no students in temporary
housing enrolled in the District. These efforts will include contacting the LDSS or Office of
Children and Family Services (OCFS) to verify that there are no students in temporary
housing in the District; and

e) Its housing questionnaire asks about the living arrangements of the child or unaccompanied
youth, including asking if he or she is living in a shelter; with relatives or others due to loss
of housing or economic hardship; in an abandoned apartment/building; in a motel/hotel,
camping ground, car, train/bus station or other similar situation due to the lack of alternative,
adequate housing. Documentation of the District's efforts to identify students in temporary
housing will be maintained on file and a copy of the housing questionnaire will also be kept
on file.

Reporting Requirements

The District will collect and transmit to the Commissioner of Education, at the time and in the
manner as the Commissioner may require, a report containing information as the Commissioner
determines is necessary, including the numbers of homeless students, their grade, and their nighttime
residence.

Access to Free Meals

The District will provide free meals to all children identified as homeless. They do not have to
complete a free or reduced-price meal application. When the McKinney-Vento liaison or a shelter
director provides a child's name to the District's school food service office, free school meals will
commence immediately.
Removal of Barriers

The District will review and revise its policies that may act as barriers to the identification of

students in temporary housing and their enrollment and retention in school, including barriers to
enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences.

(Continued)
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Comparable Services

The District will provide services to students in temporary housing comparable to those offered to
other students in the District, including: transportation services; educational services for which the child
or youth meets the relevant criteria, such as services provided under Title I or similar State or local
programs; educational programs for students with disabilities; educational programs for English
learners; programs in career and technical education; programs for gifted and talented students; and
school nutrition programs.

Student Privacy

Information about a student in temporary housing's living situation will be treated as a student
education record and will not be deemed to be directory information under the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). A parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth may consent to the
release of a student's address information in the same way they would for other student education records
under FERPA.

Training

All school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals
will be trained on the requirements for enrollment of students in temporary housing. Other staff members
including school nutrition staff, school registered professional nurses, teachers, and bus drivers will
receive training on homelessness that is specific to their field.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, 42
USC § 11431, et seq.

Education Law §§ 902(b) and 3209

Executive Law Article 19-H

8 NYCRR § 100.2(x)

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 9/16/08; 1/18/11; 1/17/17; 4/16/19
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The Board recognizes the unique challenges that face students in temporary housing (i.e., homeless
children and youth) and will provide these students with access to the same free and appropriate public
education, including public preschool education, as other students, as well as access to educational and
other services necessary to be successful in school. The District will ensure that these students are not
separated from the mainstream school environment. The Board is also committed to eliminating barriers
to the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success of students in temporary housing.

Identification of Students in Temporary Housing

All districts are obligated to affirmatively identify all students in temporary housing. Therefore,
the District will determine whether there are students in temporary housing within the District by using
a housing questionnaire to determine the nighttime residence of all newly enrolled students and all
students whose address changes during the school year. Not all students in temporary housing can be
identified through social service agencies or shelters, as children may be sharing the housing of other
persons, such as family or friends, due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other similar reason.
For this reason, the District uses a housing questionnaire that asks for a description of the current living
arrangements of the child or youth to determine whether the child or youth meets the definition of a
homeless child.

In addition to using the housing questionnaire, the District will also contact the local department
of social services (LDSS) (i.e., the social services district) to identify students in temporary housing, as
well as the local runaway and homeless youth shelter, and any other shelters located within District
boundaries to ensure all students in temporary housing are properly identified and served.

Definitions

a) "Feeder school" means:

1. A preschool whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary school or
group of elementary schools upon completion of that preschool;

2. A school whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary, middle,
intermediate, or high school or group of specified elementary, middle, intermediate, or
high schools upon completion of the terminal grade of such school; or

3. A school that sends its students to a receiving school in a neighboring school district.

b) "Homeless child" means:
1. A child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence,

including a child or youth who is:

(Continued)
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d)

(a) Sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship,
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as "doubled-up");

(b) Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

(c) Abandoned in hospitals;

(d) A migratory child who qualifies as homeless under (a), (b), or (c) of this
subparagraph or item 2) below; or

(¢) An unaccompanied youth; or
2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is:

(a) A supervised, publicly, or privately operated shelter designed to provide
temporary living accommodations, including, but not limited to, shelters operated
or approved by the state or LDSS, and residential programs for runaway and
homeless youth established in accordance with applicable law; or

(b) A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings, including a child or youth who is living in a
car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train
station, or similar setting.

"Migratory child" means a child or youth who made a qualifying move in the preceding 36
months:

1.  Asamigratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; or

2. With, or to join, a parent or spouse who is a migratory agricultural worker or a
migratory fisher.

"Preschool" means a publicly funded prekindergarten program or a Head Start program
administered by the District and/or services under the Individuals with Disabilities Act
administered by the District.

"Receiving school" means:

1. A school that enrolls students from a specified or group of preschools, elementary

schools, middle schools, intermediate schools, or high schools; or

(Continued)
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g)

h)

2.

A school that enrolls students from a feeder school in a neighboring local educational
agency.

"Regional placement plan" means a comprehensive regional approach to the provision of
educational placements for homeless children that has been approved by the Commissioner
of Education.

"School district of current location" means the public school district within New York State
in which the hotel, motel, shelter or other temporary housing arrangement of a homeless
child, or the residential program for runaway and homeless youth, is located, which is
different from the school district of origin.

"School district of origin" means the school district within New York State in which:

1.

The homeless child was attending a public school or preschool on a tuition-free basis
or was entitled to attend when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless, which is different from the school district of current location;

The child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless if the child was eligible to apply, register, or enroll in public preschool or
kindergarten at the time the child became homeless; or

The homeless child has a sibling who attends a school in the school district in which
the child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become
homeless.

"School of origin" means:

1.

The public school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the
school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool or a charter
school;

The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools for a
student in temporary housing who completes the final grade level served by the school
of origin; and

The public school or preschool in which the child would have been entitled or eligible to
attend based on the child's last residence before the circumstances arose which caused the
child to become homeless if the child becomes homeless after the child is eligible to apply,
register, or enroll in the public preschool or kindergarten or if the child is living with a
school-age sibling who attends school in the school district of origin.

(Continued)
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)

"Unaccompanied youth" means a homeless child or youth who is not in the physical custody
of a parent or legal guardian.

The McKinney-Vento Liaison for Students in Temporary Housing

The District will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other
federal programs, as the District liaison for students in temporary housing (otherwise referred to as the
McKinney-Vento liaison). The District's McKinney-Vento liaison serves as one of the primary contacts
between families experiencing homelessness and school staff, District personnel, shelter workers, and
other service providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless
children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed.

The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must ensure that:

a)

b)

©)

d)

g)

Students in temporary housing are identified by school personnel and through coordination
activities with other entities and agencies;

Students in temporary housing enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in,
the District's schools;

Students in temporary housing and their families receive educational services for which they
are eligible, including Head Start programs administered by a local educational agency, Early
Head Start, early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, and other preschool programs administered by the District;

Students and parents in temporary housing receive referrals to health care services, dental
services, mental health and substance abuse services, housing services and other appropriate
services;

Parents or guardians of students in temporary housing are informed of the educational and
related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful
opportunities to participate in the education of their children;

Parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth, are fully
informed of all transportation services, including transportation to and from the school
district of origin and are assisted in accessing transportation services;

Disputes regarding eligibility, school selection, enrollment and/or transportation are
mediated in accordance with applicable laws and regulations;

(Continued)



2022 7131
5of 14

Students

SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)

h)

)

k)

D

Assistance in commencing an appeal, in accordance with applicable law, of a final
determination regarding eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation is
provided to the student in temporary housing's parent or guardian or the unaccompanied
youth;

A record is maintained of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation;

Public notice of the educational rights of students in temporary housing is posted in locations
where these students receive services, such as schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup
kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of students in
temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth;

School personnel providing services to students in temporary housing receive professional

develepment-learning and other support;

Unaccompanied youths:
1.  Are enrolled in school;

2. Have opportunities to meet the same challenging state academic standards as the state
establishes for other children and youth, including receiving credit for full or partial
coursework earned in a prior school pursuant to Commissioner's regulations; and

3. Are informed of their status as independent students under Section 480 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 and that the youths may obtain assistance from the McKinney-
Vento liaison to receive verification of this status for purposes of the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA);

School personnel, service providers, advocates working with students in temporary housing,
parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and students in temporary housing
are informed of the duties of the McKinney-Vento liaison; and

Assistance with obtaining any necessary immunizations or screenings, or immunization or
other required health records is provided to the parents or guardians of the students in
temporary housing.

School District and School Designations

A designator will make the initial decision about which school district and school a student in
temporary housing will attend. A designator is:

a)

The parent or person in parental relation (guardian) to a student in temporary housing;

(Continued)
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b)  The student in temporary housing, together with the McKinney-Vento liaison, in the case of
an unaccompanied youth; or

c) The director of a residential program for runaway and homeless youth, in consultation with
the student in temporary housing, where the student is living in that program.

The District will ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school district of
attendance for the student in temporary housing:

a) The school district of current location;
b) The school district of origin; or
c) A school district participating in a regional placement plan.

The District will also ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school where a
student in temporary housing seeks to attend:

a) The school of origin; or

b) Any school that permanent housed children and youth who live in the attendance area in
which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend, including a preschool.

A student in temporary housing is entitled to attend the schools of the school district of origin
without the payment of tuition for the duration of his—er-her-their homelessness and through the
remainder of the school year in which the student becomes permanently housed and for one additional
year if that year constitutes the student's terminal year in that school building, subject to a best interest
determination.

Designation/STAC 202 Form

The District will identify all students in temporary housing, and a designation form will be
completed by the designator for all these students and any other student who claims homelessness.
Designations must be made on the STAC 202 form provided by the Commissioner.

The appropriate designator must complete the designation form. The District makes designation
forms available to a student in temporary housing who seeks admission to school or to the parent or
person in parental relation who seeks to enroll the child in school.

The District will provide completed designation forms to the McKinney-Vento liaison
immediately, but no later than two business days from the earlier date on which the child or youth either:

(Continued)
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a)  Sought enrollment in school; or

b) Was placed in a temporary housing facility or residential facility for runaway and homeless
youth.

Where a parent or person in parental relation or a child who is neither placed in a temporary
housing facility by the LDSS nor housed in a residential program for runaway homeless youth,
designates the District as the school district of current location, the District will forward to the State
Education Department a completed designation form and a statement of the basis for its determination
that the child is a homeless child entitled to attend the District's schools.

Immediate Enrollment and Best Interest Determinations

Upon identification of a child who is in temporary housing and/or receipt of a completed
designation/STAC 202 form, the District will:

a) Immediately review the designation form to ensure that it has been completed and admit the
student in temporary housing even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally
required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, immunization
records, proof of residency or other documentation and even if the child or youth has missed
application deadlines;

b) Determine whether the designation made by the designator is consistent with the best
interests of the student in temporary housing. In making best interests decisions the District
will:

1. Presume that keeping the child in the school of origin is in the child's best interest,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian (or youth in
the case of an unaccompanied youth); and

2. Consider student-centered factors such as the effect of mobility on student
achievement, education, health, and safety of the child, giving priority to the wishes of
the child's parent or guardian (or the youth, if a homeless unaccompanied youth). If the
District determines that it is in the best interest of the student in temporary housing to
attend a school other than the school of origin or the designated school, the District will
provide the parent or guardian (or youth, if an unaccompanied youth) with a written
explanation of its determination, including information about the right to appeal.

c) Provide the child with access to all of the District's programs, activities and services to the
same extent as they are provided to resident students;

(Continued)
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d) Immediately contact the school district where the child's records are located in order to obtain
a copy of these records and coordinate the transmittal of records for students with disabilities
pursuant to applicable laws and regulations;
¢) Immediately refer the parent or guardian of the student in temporary housing to the
McKmney -Vento liaison who must assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or
immunization or medical records if the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations or
immunization or medical records;
f)  Forward the STAC 202 form to the Commissioner and the school district of origin, where
applicable. In all cases, the District will give a copy of the completed STAC 202 form to the
designator and keep a copy of the STAC 202 form for the District's records;
g)  Arrange for transportation in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; and
h)  Arrange for the child to receive free school meals.
Request for Records

Within five days of receipt of a request for school records from a new school, the District will
forward, in a manner consistent with state and federal law, a complete copy of the student in temporary
housing's records, including, but not limited to, proof of age, academic records, evaluations,
immunization records, and guardianship papers, if applicable.
Tuition Reimbursement

The District is eligible to request reimbursement from the State Education Department for the

direct costs of educational services to students in temporary housing that are not otherwise reimbursed

under special federal programs, when:

a) The District is either the school district of current location or a school district participating
in a regional placement plan;

b) The District is designated as the school district of attendance; and
c) The school district of origin for the student in temporary housing is within New York State.

All claims for reimbursement will be made on the STAC 202 form prescribed by the
Commissioner of the State Education Department.
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In addition, the District is eligible for reimbursement for the direct costs of educational services,
including transportation costs for students who continue enrollment in the District schools after finding
permanent housing midyear in a different school district within New York State. In these cases, the
District will directly bill the new district where the student permanently resides for all direct costs of
educational services, including transportation, that are not otherwise reimbursed under special federal
programs.

Transportation Responsibilities

The LDSS is responsible for providing transportation to students in temporary housing, including
preschool students and students with disabilities who are eligible for benefits under Social Services Law
§-Section 350-j and placed in temporary housing arrangements outside their designated districts. Where
the LDSS requests that the District provide or arrange for transportation for a student in temporary
housing in the circumstances above, the District will provide or arrange for the transportation and
directly bill the LDSS so that the District will be fully and promptly reimbursed for the cost of the
transportation.

If the District is the designated school district of attendance, the District will provide for the
transportation of each student in temporary housing who is living in a residential program for runaway
and homeless youth, including if the temporary housing is located outside the school district. The costs
for transportation for each student in temporary housing who lives in a residential program for runaway
youth and homeless youth located outside of the designated school district will be reimbursed by the
State Education Department, to the extent funds are provided for the purpose, with the submission of a
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Program Form. Where the District provides
transportation for a student living in a Runaway and Homeless Youth facility, the District will promptly
request reimbursement using the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Form.

The District will transport any student in temporary housing to their school of origin, including
preschools and charter schools, where it is the designated district of attendance and the student in
temporary housing is not entitled to receive transportation from the Department of Social Services.

When the District is designated as the school district of current location for a student in temporary
housing and the student does not attend the school of origin, the District will provide transportation on
the same basis as it is provided to resident students, unless the local transportation policy represents a
barrier to the student's attendance in school.

If the student in temporary housing designates the District as the school district of attendance,

transportation will not exceed 50 miles each way, unless the Commissioner determines that it is in the
best interest of the child.

(Continued)
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Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance and it has recommended the
student in temporary housing attend a summer educational program, the district of attendance will
provide transportation services to students in temporary housing for summer educational programs if
the lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the program.

Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation
services to students in temporary housing for extracurricular or academic activities when:

a) The student participates in or would like to participate in an extracurricular or academic
activity, including an after-school activity, at the school;

b) The student meets the eligibility criteria for the activity; and
c) The lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the activity.

Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation
as described above for the duration of homelessness, unless the LDSS is responsible for providing
transportation. After the student becomes permanently housed, the District will provide transportation
to the school of origin until the end of the school year and for one additional year if that year constitutes
the child's terminal year in the school building.

Where a student in temporary housing must cross state-lines to attend a school of origin, the
District will coordinate with the district in the neighboring state to provide transportation services when:

a) The student is temporarily living in New York State and continues to attend school in a
neighboring state; or

b)  The student is temporarily living in a neighboring state and continues to attend school in
New York State.

Dispute Resolution Process

The District has established the following procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes
regarding school selection or enrollment of a homeless child or youth:

a)  The District will provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to
appeal, to the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing, or to an unaccompanied
youth, if the District determines that the District is not required to either enroll and/or
transport the child or youth to the school of origin or a school requested by the parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth, or if there is a disagreement about a child's or youth's
status as a homeless child or unaccompanied youth. The written explanation will be in a
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b)

manner and form understandable to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth and will
include a statement regarding the McKinney-Vento liaison's availability to help the parent,
guardian, or unaccompanied youth with any appeal and the contact information for the
liaison.

The District will immediately enroll the student in the school in which enrollment is sought
by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, provide transportation to the school, and
will delay for 30 days the implementation of a final determination to decline to either enroll
in and/or transport the student in temporary housing to the school of origin or a school
requested by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth.

If the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing or unaccompanied youth
commences an appeal to the Commissioner within 30 days of such final determination, the
student will be permitted to continue to attend the school he-ershe-is-they are enrolled in at
the time of the appeal and/or receive transportation to that school pending the resolution of
all available appeals.

The McKinney-Vento Liaison's Dispute Resolution Responsibilities

The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must assist the student in temporary housing's parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth in bringing an appeal to the Commissioner of a final school district
decision regarding enrollment, school selection and/or transportation. In the event of a dispute regarding
eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation, the District's McKinney-Vento liaison

will:

a)
b)

c)

d)

Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a copy of the form petition;
Assist the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth in completing the form petition;

Arrange for the copying of the form petition and supporting documents for the parent or
guardian or unaccompanied youth, without cost to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied
youth;

Accept service of the form petition and supporting papers on behalf of any District employee
or officer named as a party, or the District if it is named as a party, or arrange for service by
mail by mailing the form petition and supporting documents to any District employee or
officer named as a party, and, if the District is named as a party, to a person in the office of
the Superintendent who has been designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the
District;

Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated
acknowledgment verifying that he-ershe-has-they have received the form petition and
supporting documents, and will either accept service of these documents on behalf of the
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District employee or officer or District, or effect service by mail by mailing the form petition
and supporting documents to any District employee or officer named as a party, and, if the
District is named as a party, to a person in the office of the Superintendent who has been
designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the District;

f)  Transmit on behalf of the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, within five days after
the service of, the form petition or any pleading or paper to the Office of Counsel, New York
State Education Department, State Education Building, Albany, New York 12234;

g) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated
acknowledgement verifying that he-er-she-has-they have received the form petition and
supporting documents and will transmit these documents on behalf of the parent, guardian
or unaccompanied youth to the Office of Counsel, New York State Education Department,
State Education Building, Albany, New York 12234;

h)  Accept service of any subsequent pleadings or papers, including any correspondence related
to the appeal, if the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth so elects. He-er—she-They
will also make this correspondence available to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied

youth; and
1)  Maintain a record of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation
determinations.
Coordination

The District will coordinate the provision of services described in this policy with local social
services agencies, housing providers and other agencies or programs providing services to students in
temporary housing and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act.

The District will coordinate with other school districts on inter-district issues, such as
transportation or transfer of school records.

The District will coordinate implementation of the above provision of services with the
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students with disabilities.

Coordination with Title I
The District acknowledges that students in temporary housing are eligible for services under Title

I, Part A; whether or not they live in a Title I school attendance area or meet the academic requirements
required of other children. The District will ensure that:
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a) Title I, Part A funds are set aside as are necessary to provide students in temporary housing,
who may have unique needs that differ from their permanently housed peers, with
educationally related support services;

b) Its local plan includes a description of how the plan is coordinated with McKinney-Vento;
c) Its local plan describes the services provided to students in temporary housing;

d) Its local plan describes the efforts it made to identify students in temporary housing,
including unaccompanied youth, if the District reports that there are no students in temporary
housing enrolled in the District. These efforts will include contacting the LDSS or Office of
Children and Family Services (OCFS) to verify that there are no students in temporary
housing in the District; and

e) Its housing questionnaire asks about the living arrangements of the child or unaccompanied
youth, including asking if he-ershe-is-they are living in a shelter; with relatives or others due
to loss of housing or economic hardship; in an abandoned apartment/building; in a
motel/hotel, camping ground, car, train/bus station or other similar situation due to the lack
of alternative, adequate housing. Documentation of the District's efforts to identify students
in temporary housing will be maintained on file and a copy of the housing questionnaire will
also be kept on file.

Reporting Requirements

The District will collect and transmit to the Commissioner of Education, at the time and in the
manner as the Commissioner may require, a report containing information as the Commissioner
determines is necessary, including the numbers of homeless students, their grade, and their nighttime
residence.

Access to Free Meals

The District will provide free meals to all children identified as homeless. They do not have to
complete a free or reduced-price meal application. When the McKinney-Vento liaison or a shelter
director provides a child's name to the District's school food service office, free school meals will
commence immediately.
Removal of Barriers

The District will review and revise its policies that may act as barriers to the identification of

students in temporary housing and their enrollment and retention in school, including barriers to
enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING (Cont'd.)
Comparable Services

The District will provide services to students in temporary housing comparable to those offered to
other students in the District, including: transportation services; educational services for which the child
or youth meets the relevant criteria, such as services provided under Title I or similar state or local
programs; educational programs for students with disabilities; educational programs for English
learners; programs in career and technical education; programs for gifted and talented students; and
school nutrition programs.

Student Privacy

Information about a student in temporary housing's living situation will be treated as a student
education record and will not be deemed to be directory information under the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). A parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth may consent to the
release of a student's address information in the same way they would for other student education records
under FERPA.

Training

All school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals
will be trained on the requirements for enrollment of students in temporary housing. Other staff members
including school nutrition staff, school registered professional nurses, teachers, and bus drivers will
receive training on homelessness that is specific to their field.

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015,
42 USC § 11431 et seq.

Education Law § 3209

Executive Law Article 19-H

8 NYCRR § 100.2(x)

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 9/16/08; 1/18/11; 1/17/17; 4/16/19;
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SUBJECT: ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, DRUGS, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES (STUDENTYS)
Prohibited Conduct

The Board recognizes that the misuse of alcohol, tobacco, electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes),
drugs, counterfeit and designer drugs, over-the-counter drugs, prescription drugs, vitamins,
supplements, herbs, and other similar substances is a serious problem with legal, physical, emotional,
and social implications for our students, as well as the entire community. Therefore, the consumption,
sharing, selling, use, and/or possession of these and similar substances, as well as tobacco products and
drug paraphernalia are prohibited in accordance with law and regulation, District policy, the District
Code of Conduct, and/or other similar documents.

Students are not permitted to be under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or other prohibited
substances on school grounds or at school-sponsored events.

Disciplinary Measures

Students will be disciplined in accordance with District policy, the District Code of Conduct,
and/or other similar documents for the consumption, sharing, selling, use, and/or possession of alcohol,
tobacco, e-cigarettes, drugs, counterfeit and designer drugs, over-the-counter drugs, prescription drugs,
vitamins, supplements, herbs, and other similar substances, as well as tobacco products and drug
paraphernalia.

Information on Substance Use Related Services

The Superintendent has designated one or more individuals to provide information regarding
where and how to find available substance use related services to students, parents, and staff.

The designated individual(s) for the District is the Family Support Center Coordinator.

Any information provided by a student, parent, or staff member to the designated individual(s)
will not be used in any school disciplinary proceeding and will, in addition to any other applicable
privilege, be considered confidential in accordance with law.

20 USC Sections 6083(a), 7118, and 7973(a)

Education Law Sections 409, 2801, and 3038

Public Health Law Section 1399-0

NOTE:  Refer also to Policies #3280 -- Use of School Facilities, Materials and Equipment
#3410 -- Code of Conduct on School Property
#5640 -- Smoking/Tobacco Use
#6150 -- Alcohol. Tobacco, Drugs, and Other Substances (Staff)
#7310 -- School Conduct and Discipline
#8240 -- Instruction in Certain Subjects
District Code of Conduct

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 10/21/08; 9/16/14; 6/21/16; 5/14/19; 5/19/20
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SUBJECT: ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, DRUGS, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES (STUDENTYS)
Prohibited Conduct

The Board recognizes that the misuse of alcohol, tobacco, electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes),
cannabis (marijuana), drugs, counterfeit and designer drugs, over-the-counter drugs, prescription drugs,
vitamins, supplements, herbs, and other similar substances is a serious problem with legal, physical,
emotional, and social implications for our students, as well as the entire community. Therefore, the
consumption, sharing, selling, use, and/or possession of these and similar substances, as well as tobacco
products and drug paraphernalia are prohibited in accordance with law and regulation, District policy,
the District Code of Conduct, and/or other similar documents.

Students are not permitted to be under the influence of alcohol, cannabis (marijuana), drugs, or
other prohibited substances on school grounds or at school-spensered—events functions. "School
function" means a school-sponsored or school-authorized extracurricular event or activity regardless of
where the event or activity takes place, including any event or activity that may take place virtually or
in another state.

Exceptions may exist for authorized medical cannabis use.
Disciplinary Measures

Students will be disciplined in accordance with District policy, the District Code of Conduct,
and/or other similar documents for the consumption, sharing, selling, use, and/or possession of alcohol,
tobacco, e-cigarettes, cannabis (marijuana), drugs, counterfeit and demgner drugs, over-the-counter
drugs, prescription drugs, vitamins, supplements, herbs, and other similar substances, as well as tobacco
products and drug paraphernalia.

Information on Substance Use Related Services

The Superintendent has designated one or more individuals to provide information regarding
where and how to find available substance use related services to students, parents, and staff.

The designated individual(s) for the District is the Family Support Center Coordinator.

Any information provided by a student, parent, or staff member to the designated individual(s)
will not be used in any school disciplinary proceeding and will, in addition to any other applicable
privilege, be considered confidential in accordance with law.

20 USC §§ 6083(a), 7118, and 7973(a)
Cannabis Law § 127

Education Law §§ 409, 2801, and 3038
Penal Law § 222.10

Public Health Law §§ 1399-n and 1399-0

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, DRUGS, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES (STUDENTYS)
(Cont'd.)

NOTE:  Refer also to Policies #3280 -- Use of School Facilities, Materials and Equipment
#3410 -- Code of Conduct on School Property
#5640 -- Smoking, Tobacco, and Cannabis (Marijuana) Use
#6150 -- Alcohol. Tobacco, Drugs, and Other Substances (Staff)
#7310 -- School Conduct and Discipline
#8240 -- Instruction in Certain Subjects
District Code of Conduct

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 10/21/08; 9/16/14; 6/21/16; 5/14/19; 5/19/20;
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM
General Principles and Eligibility

Athletics are an integral part of a well-balanced educational program. The District's interscholastic
athletic program will conform with the Commissioner's regulations, as well as the established rules of
the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) and the State Education
Department.

Athletic eligibility requires that the student:

a) Provide written parental or guardian consent. The consent form must contain information
regarding mild traumatic brain injuries (concussions) as specified in the Commissioner's
regulations.

b) Obtain medical clearance from the school physician or nurse practitioner or the student's
personal physician. The school physician or nurse practitioner retains final approval on any

physicals performed by a student's personal physician.

c) Meet the requirements for interscholastic competition as set forth by the Commissioner's
regulations and the NYSPHSAA.

d)  Comply with all District rules, codes, and standards applicable to athletic participation.
Title IX Compliance

The Board supports equal athletic opportunities for members of both sexes through interscholastic
and intramural activities. To ensure equal athletic opportunities for its students, the District will

consider:

a) Its accommodation of athletic interests and abilities (the nature and extent of sports offered,
including levels of competition, team competition, and team performance);

b) Equipment and supplies;

c) Scheduling of games and practice time;

d) Travel costs and opportunities for travel;

e) Assignment and compensation of coaches;

f)  Locker rooms, practice, and competitive facilities;

g)  Available medical and training facilities and services; and

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM (Cont'd.)
h)  The nature and extent of support, publicity, and promotion.

The District may consider other pertinent factors as well. Each of the factors will be assessed by
comparing availability, quality, type of benefits, kind of opportunities, and form of treatment. Identical
benefits, opportunities, or treatment are not required.

The District's Civil Rights Compliance Officer will coordinate the District's efforts to comply with
and carry out its responsibilities under Title IX. This person will be appropriately trained and possess
comprehensive knowledge about applicable federal and state laws, regulations, and policies. To the
extent possible, the District will not designate an employee whose other job duties may create a conflict
of interest, such as the athletic director.

Booster Clubs

The District has a responsibility under Title [X to ensure that boys' and girls' programs are provided
with equivalent benefits, treatment, services, and opportunities regardless of their source. When
determining equivalency, therefore, benefits, services, and opportunities attained through private
funds—including donations, fundraising, and booster clubs—must be considered in combination with
all benefits, services, and opportunities.

Athletic Placement Process for Interschool Athletic Programs (APP)

The APP is a method for evaluating students who want to participate in sports at higher or lower
levels, consistent with their physical and emotional maturity, size, fitness level, and skills. The Board
approves the use of the APP for students in grades no lower than seventh grade to compete on
interscholastic athletic teams organized for senior high school students, and for senior high school
students to compete on interscholastic athletic teams organized for students in the seventh and eighth
grades. The Superintendent will implement procedures for the APP, and will direct the athletic director
to maintain records of students who have successfully completed the APP.

Student Athletic Injuries

No injured student will be allowed to practice or play in an athletic contest. An appropriate medical
professional should diagnose and treat an athlete's injuries. The coach should ensure that any player
injured while under his or her care receives prompt and appropriate medical attention, and that all of the
medical professional's treatment instructions are followed. The injured student has an obligation to
promptly inform his or her coach of all injuries. No student will be allowed to practice or compete if
there is a question whether he or she is in adequate physical condition. A physician's certification may
be required before an athlete is permitted to return to practice or competition.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM (Cont'd.)

Athletic Program-Safety

The District will take reasonable steps to minimize physical risks posed to students participating
in the interscholastic athletic program by:

a)
b)

©)
d)

Requiring timely medical examinations of participants;

Employing certified or licensed staff to coach all varsity, junior varsity, and modified
practices and games;

Providing or requiring certified or licensed officials to officiate all competitions;

Ensuring that its players' equipment is safe and operates within the applicable manufacturers'
guidelines;

Ensuring that all home fields, courts, pools, tracks, and other areas where athletes practice,
warm-up, or compete are safe and appropriate for use; and

Providing professional development and training opportunities for all coaching staff.

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 USC Section 1681 et seq.
45 CFR Part 86
8 NYCRR Sections 135 and 136

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #3420 -- Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the School
District
#3421 -- Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Prohibited by
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972
#7520 -- Accidents and Medical Emergencies
#7522 -- Concussion Management

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 3/20/12; 9/16/14; 2/13/18; 4/20/21
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM
General Principles and Eligibility

Athletics are an integral part of a well-balanced educational program. The District's interscholastic
athletic program will conform with the Commissioner's regulations, as well as the established rules of
the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) and the State Education
Department.

Athletic eligibility requires that the student:

a) Provide written parental or guardian consent. The consent form must contain information
regarding mild traumatic brain injuries (concussions) as specified in the Commissioner's
regulations.

b) Obtain medical clearance from the school physician or nurse practitioner or the student's
personal physician. The school physician or nurse practitioner retains final approval on any

physicals performed by a student's personal physician.

c) Meet the requirements for interscholastic competition as set forth by the Commissioner's
regulations and the NYSPHSAA.

d)  Comply with all District rules, codes, and standards applicable to athletic participation.
Title IX Compliance

The Board supports equal athletic opportunities for members-ef-both-sexes all students through
interscholastic and intramural activities. To ensure equal athletic opportunities for its students, the

District will consider:

a) Its accommodation of athletic interests and abilities (the nature and extent of sports offered,
including levels of competition, team competition, and team performance);

b)  Equipment and supplies;

c)  Scheduling of games and practice time;

d) Travel costs and opportunities for travel;

e) Assignment and compensation of coaches;

f)  Locker rooms, practice, and competitive facilities;

g)  Available medical and training facilities and services; and

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM (Cont'd.)
h)  The nature and extent of support, publicity, and promotion.

The District may consider other pertinent factors as well. Each of the factors will be assessed by
comparing availability, quality, type of benefits, kind of opportunities, and form of treatment. Identical
benefits, opportunities, or treatment are not required.

The District's Civil-Rights-Compliance—Officer—Title IX Coordinator(s) will coordinate the
District's efforts to comply with and-earry-out-its responsibilities under Title IX. This person will be
appropriately trained and possess comprehensive knowledge about applicable federal and state laws,
regulations, and policies. To the extent possible, the District will not designate an employee whose other
job duties may create a conflict of interest, such as the athletic director.

Booster Clubs

The District has a responsibility under Title IX to ensure that boys' and girls' programs are provided
with equivalent benefits, treatment, services, and opportunities regardless of their source. When
determining equivalency, therefore, benefits, services, and opportunities attained through private
funds—including donations, fundraising, and booster clubs—must be considered in combination with
all benefits, services, and opportunities.

Athletic Placement Process for Interschool Athletic Programs (APP)

The APP is a method for evaluating students who want to participate in sports at higher or lower
levels, consistent with their physical and emotional maturity, size, fitness level, and skills. The Board
approves the use of the APP for students in grades no lower than seventh grade to compete on
interscholastic athletic teams organized for senior high school students, and for senior high school
students to compete on interscholastic athletic teams organized for students in the seventh and eighth
grades. The Superintendent will implement procedures for the APP, and will direct the athletic director
to maintain records of students who have successfully completed the APP.

Student Athletic Injuries

No injured student will be allowed to practice or play in an athletic contest. An appropriate medical
professional should diagnose and treat an athlete's injuries. The coach should ensure that any player
injured while under his or her care receives prompt and appropriate medical attention, and that all of the
medical professional's treatment instructions are followed. The injured student has an obligation to
promptly inform his or her coach of all injuries. No student will be allowed to practice or compete if
there is a question whether he or she is in adequate physical condition. A physician's certification may
be required before an athlete is permitted to return to practice or competition.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: SPORTS AND THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM (Cont'd.)

Athletic Program-Safety

The District will take reasonable steps to minimize physical risks posed to students participating
in the interscholastic athletic program by:

a)
b)

c)

d)

Requiring timely medical examinations of participants;

Employing certified or licensed staff to coach all varsity, junior varsity, and modified
practices and games;

Providing or requiring certified or licensed officials to officiate all competitions to the extent
possible;

Ensuring that its players' equipment is safe and operates within the applicable manufacturers'
guidelines;

Ensuring that all home fields, courts, pools, tracks, and other areas where athletes practice,
warm-up, or compete are safe and appropriate for use; and

Providing professional development and training opportunities for all coaching staff.

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 USC § 1681 et seq.
45 CFR Part 86
8 NYCRR §§ 135 and 136

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #3420 -- Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District
#3421 -- Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Prohibited by
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972
#7520 -- Accidents and Medical Emergencies
#7522 -- Concussion Management

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 3/20/12; 9/16/14; 2/13/18; 4/20/21,;
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS

Students come to school with diverse medical conditions which may impact their learning as well
as their health. Some of these conditions are serious and may be life-threatening. As a result, students,
parents, school personnel, and health care providers must all work together to provide the necessary
information and training to allow children with chronic health problems to participate as fully and safely
as possible in the school experience. This policy encompasses an array of serious or life-threatening
medical conditions such as anaphylaxis, diabetes, seizure disorders, or severe asthma and acute medical
conditions such as substance overdose. All students within the District with known life-threatening
conditions will have a comprehensive plan of care in place: an Emergency Care Plan (ECP) or
Individualized Healthcare Plan (IHP) and if appropriate, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or
Section 504 Plan.

Life-Threatening Conditions

For those students with chronic life-threatening conditions such as diabetes, seizure disorders,
asthma, and allergies, the District must work cooperatively with the parent(s) and the healthcare
provider(s) to:

a) Immediately develop an ECP for each at risk student to ensure that all appropriate personnel
are aware of the student's potential for a life-threatening reaction;

b) If appropriate, develop an IHP that includes all necessary treatments, medications, training,
and educational requirements for the student. If the student is eligible for accommodations
based upon the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act, the appropriate procedures will be
followed regarding evaluation and identification;

c) Provide training by licensed medical personnel (e.g., registered professional nurse) for all
adults in a supervisory role in the recognition and emergency management of a specific
medical condition for specific students;

d) Obtain specific medical-legal documents duly executed in accordance with New York State
law; appropriate health care provider authorization in writing for specific students that
includes the frequency and conditions for any testing and/or treatment, symptoms, and
treatment of any conditions associated with the health problem; and directions for
emergencies;

e) Secure written parent permission and discuss parental responsibility that includes providing

the health care provider's orders, providing any necessary equipment, and participation in the
education and co-management of the child as he or she works toward self-management;

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS (Cont'd.)

f)

g)

Allow supervised students to carry life-saving medication in accordance with relevant laws,
regulations, and procedures. The District will also encourage parents and students to provide
duplicate life-saving medication to be maintained in the health office in the event the self-
carrying student misplaces, loses, or forgets their medication;

Assure appropriate and reasonable building accommodations are in place within a reasonable
degree of medical certainty.

In addition, the District will:

a)

b)
©)

d)

g)

h)

Provide training for transportation, instructional, food service, or physical education staff, as
appropriate, in the recognition of an anaphylactic reaction;

Have standing emergency medical protocols for nursing or other staff;

Request the school medical director to write a non-patient specific order for anaphylaxis
treatment agents for the school's registered professional nurse or other staff, as designated
by the administration and allowed under federal and New York State laws and regulations,
to administer in the event of an unanticipated anaphylactic episode;

Maintain or ensure the maintenance of a copy of the standing order(s) and protocol(s) that
authorizes them to administer emergency medications such as anaphylactic treatment agents;

As permitted by New York State law, maintain stock supplies of life-saving emergency
medications such as epinephrine auto-injectors or Naloxone (Narcan) for use, especially in
first time emergencies;

Allow the school registered nurse, nurse practitioner, or physician to train unlicensed school
personnel to administer emergency epinephrine via auto-injector, or emergency glucagon, to
students with both a written provider order and parent or person in parental relation consent
during the school day, on school property, and at any school function. Such training will be
done in accordance with specifications outlined in the Commissioner's regulations;

Ensure that building-level safety plans and the District-wide emergency response plan
include appropriate accommodations for students with life-threatening health conditions;

Encourage families to obtain medic-alert bracelets for at risk students;

Educate students regarding the importance of immediately reporting symptoms of an allergic
reaction.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS (Cont'd.)

Emergency Medication

Creating an Allergen-Safe School Environment

The risk of accidental exposure or cross-contamination is always present in school, particularly
for students with food allergies. The school setting is a high-risk environment for accidental ingestion
of a food allergen due to the presence of a large number of students, increased exposure to food allergens,
and cross-contamination of tables, desks, and other surfaces.

In an effort to prevent accidental exposure to allergens, the District will monitor the following
high-risk areas and activities:

a)
b)
©)
d)
¢)
f)

g)
h)

Cafeteria;

Food sharing;

Hidden ingredients in art, science, and other projects;
Transportation;

Fundraisers and bake sales;

Parties and holiday celebrations;

Field trips;

Before and after school programs.

Medication Self-Management

The District will work toward assisting students in the self-management of their chronic health
condition based upon the student's knowledge level and skill by:

a)
b)
©)
d)
¢)

Adequately training all staff involved in the care of the child, as appropriate;
Assuring the availability of the necessary equipment and/or medications;
Providing appropriately trained licensed persons as required by law;
Developing an emergency plan for the student; and

Providing ongoing staff and student education.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS (Cont'd.)

Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC § 12101, et seq.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 USC §§ 1400-1485
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC § 794 et seq.

34 CFR Part 300

Education Law §§ 6527 and 6908

8 NYCRR §§ 136.6 and 136.7

Public Health Law §§ 2500-h, 3000-a, and 3000-c

NOTE:  Refer also to Policy #7513 -- Medication and Personal Care Items

Adopted: 5/9/06
Revised: 1/19/16; 5/14/19
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS

Students come to school with diverse medical conditions which may impact their learning as well
as their health. Some of these conditions are serious and may be life-threatening. As a result, students,
parents, school personnel, and health care providers must all work together to provide the necessary
information and training to allow children with chronic health problems to participate as fully and safely
as possible in the school experience. This policy encompasses an array of serious or life-threatening
medical conditions such as anaphylaxis, diabetes, seizure disorders, or severe asthma and acute medical
conditions such as substance overdose. All students within the District with known life-threatening
conditions will have a comprehensive plan of care in place: an Emergency Care Plan (ECP) or
Individualized Healthcare Plan (IHP) and if appropriate, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or
Section 504 Plan.

Life-Threatening Conditions

For those students with chronic life-threatening conditions such as diabetes, seizure disorders,
asthma, and allergies, the District must work cooperatively with the parent(s) and the healthcare
provider(s) to:

a) Immediately develop an ECP for each at risk student to ensure that all appropriate personnel
are aware of the student's potential for a life-threatening reaction;

b) If appropriate, develop an IHP that includes all necessary treatments, medications, training,
and educational requirements for the student. If the student is eligible for accommodations
based upon the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act, the appropriate procedures will be
followed regarding evaluation and identification;

c) Provide training by licensed medical personnel (e.g., registered professional nurse) for all
adults in a supervisory role in the recognition and emergency management of a specific
medical condition for specific students;

d) Obtain specific medical-legal documents duly executed in accordance with New York State
law; appropriate health care provider authorization in writing for specific students that
includes the frequency and conditions for any testing and/or treatment, symptoms, and
treatment of any conditions associated with the health problem; and directions for
emergencies;

e) Secure written parent permission and discuss parental responsibility that includes providing

the health care provider's orders, providing any necessary equipment, and participation in the
education and co-management of the child as he or she works toward self-management;

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS (Cont'd.)

f)

g)

Allow supervised students to carry life-saving medication in accordance with relevant laws,
regulations, and procedures. The District will also encourage parents and students to provide
duplicate life-saving medication to be maintained in the health office in the event the self-
carrying student misplaces, loses, or forgets their medication;

Assure appropriate and reasonable building accommodations are in place within a reasonable
degree of medical certainty.

In addition, the District will:

a)

b)
©)

d)

g)

h)

Provide training for transportation, instructional, food service, or physical education staff, as
appropriate, in the recognition of an anaphylactic reaction;

Have standing emergency medical protocols for nursing or other staff;

Request the school medical director to write a non-patient specific order for anaphylaxis
treatment agents for the school's registered professional nurse or other staff, as designated
by the administration and allowed under federal and New York State laws and regulations,
to administer in the event of an unanticipated anaphylactic episode;

Maintain or ensure the maintenance of a copy of the standing order(s) and protocol(s) that
authorizes them to administer emergency medications such as anaphylactic treatment agents;

As permitted by New York State law, maintain stock supplies of life-saving emergency
medications such as epinephrine auto-injectors or Naloxone (Narcan) for use, especially in
first time emergencies;

Allow the school registered nurse, nurse practitioner, or physician to train unlicensed school
personnel to administer emergency epinephrine via auto-injector, or emergency glucagon, to
students with both a written provider order and parent or person in parental relation consent
during the school day, on school property, and at any school function. Such training will be
done in accordance with specifications outlined in the Commissioner's regulations;

Ensure that building-levelsafetyplans-and-the District-wide school safety plan and building-
level emergency response plans include appropriate accommodations for students with life-
threatening health conditions;

Encourage families to obtain medic-alert bracelets for at risk students;

Educate students regarding the importance of immediately reporting symptoms of an allergic

reaction.

(Continued)
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SUBJECT: STUDENTS WITH LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH CONDITIONS (Cont'd.)

Creating an Allergen-Safe School Environment

The risk of accidental exposure or cross-contamination is always present in school, particularly
for students with food allergies. The school setting is a high-risk environment for accidental ingestion
of a food allergen due to the presence of a large number of students, increased exposure to food allergens,
and cross-contamination of tables, desks, and other surfaces.

In an effort to prevent accidental exposure to allergens, the District will monitor the following
high-risk areas and activities:

a) Cafeteria;

b) Food sharing;

c) Hidden ingredients in art, science, and other projects;
d)  Transportation;

e) Fund raisers and bake sales;

f)  Parties and holiday celebrations;

g) Field trips;

h)  Before and after school programs.

Medication Self-Management

The District will work toward assisting students in the self-management of their chronic health
condition based upon the student's knowledge level and skill by:

a)  Adequately training all staff involved in the care of the child, as appropriate;
b)  Assuring the availability of the necessary equipment and/or medications;

c) Providing appropriately trained licensed persons as required by law;

d) Developing an emergency plan for the student; and

e) Providing ongoing staff and student education.

Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC § 12101, et seq.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 USC §§ 1400-1485
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC § 794 et seq.

34 CFR Part 300

Education Law §§ 6527 and 6908

8 NYCRR §§ 136.6 and 136.7

Public Health Law §§ 2500-h, 3000-a, and 3000-c

NOTE:  Refer also to Policy #7513 -- Medication and Personal Care Items
Adopted: 5/9/06
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