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5681 School Safety Plans

Suggested revision(s): Revised in light of amendments to Education Law Section 2801-a 
and 8 NYCRR Section 155.17. Education Law Section 2801-a was amended to require 
district-wide school safety teams to consider the installation of a panic alarm system as part 
of their review of the comprehensive district-wide school safety plan. The bill that amended 
Education Law Section 2801-a is often referred to as "Alyssa's Law." Emergency 
regulations were passed in September 2022 to conform the language in 8 NYCRR Section 
155.17 to the new language in Education Law Section 2801-a. Additionally, 8 NYCRR 
Section 155.17 was amended to require districts to amend their district-wide school safety 
plans to include plans for remote instruction beginning with the 2023-2024 school year. 
Language has been added throughout the policy to address these amendments. Policy 
Committee recommends this revision as is.

5683

Fire and Emergency 
Drills, Bomb Threats, 
and Bus Emergency 

Drills

Suggested revision(s): Revised to reflect changes in the Commissioner's regulations related 
to bus emergency drills. Students must now be instructed on advancing at least fifteen feet, 
increased from the previous requirement of ten feet, in front of a bus before crossing the 
highway after disembarking. Students must also be instructed on the acceptable adjustment 
and placement of seat safety belts (instruction was previously required just on acceptable 
placement). Other revisions were made to better align the language in the policy with 
regulation.                Policy Committee recommends this revision as is.

5684

Use of Surveillance 
Cameras in the 
District and on 
School Buses

Note: These revisions were previously suggested in the 18-19, 19-20, 20-21, and 21-22 
Policy Audits. The District did not act on these revisions at those times. Per the District's 
request, these revisions are being included in the 22-23 Policy Audit. 

Suggested revision(s): In the "Disciplinary Proceedings" section, added language to clarify 
that video recordings or footage from District surveillance cameras may be used in 
employee disciplinary proceedings as permitted by any applicable collective bargaining 
agreement.                                                                                        Policy Committee does 
not recommending adopting this update.

5750 School Bus Safety 
Program

Suggested revision(s): Now titled "School Bus Safety." Revised to better conform the 
language of the policy with law, as well as to help keep the policy evergreen in light of ever-
changing electronic devices that can be used to communicate with others.                                                                                                                
Policy Committee recommends this revision as is.

5751 Idling School Buses 
on School Grounds

Suggested revision(s): Revised to reflect changes in the Commissioner's regulations related 
to when the idling of a school bus or vehicle engine may be permitted on school grounds, 
as well as when buses should be loaded and unloaded.            Policy Committee 
recommends this revision as is.

5760 Qualifications of Bus 
Drivers

Suggested revision(s): Revised to reflect changes in the Commissioner's regulations related 
to the qualifications of bus drivers including the requirement that school bus drivers be 
examined within eight weeks, increased from the previous requirement of four weeks, prior 
to the beginning of service. Other revisions were made for clarity and consistency purposes.                                                                                  
Policy Committee recommends this revision as is.
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS 
 
 The District considers the safety of its students and staff to be of the utmost importance and is 
keenly aware of the evolving nature of threats to schools. As such, it will address those threats 
accordingly through appropriate emergency response planning. The District-wide school safety plan and 
the building-level emergency response plan(s) will be designed to prevent or minimize the effects of 
violent incidents and emergencies and to facilitate the coordination of schools and the District with local 
and county resources in the event of these incidents or emergencies. These plans will be reviewed and 
updated by the appropriate team on at least an annual basis and adopted by the Board by September 1 
of each school year. 
 
 The Board will make the District-wide school safety plan available for public comment at least 30 
days prior to its adoption. The District-wide school safety plan may only be adopted by the Board after 
at least one public hearing that provides for the participation of school personnel, parents, students, and 
any other interested parties. The District-wide school safety plan and any amendments must be 
submitted to the Commissioner, in a manner prescribed by the Commissioner, within 30 days of 
adoption, but no later than October 1 of each school year.  
 
 Building-level emergency response plan(s) and any amendments must be submitted to the 
appropriate local law enforcement agency and the state police within 30 days of adoption, but no later 
than October 1 of each school year. Building-level emergency response plan(s) will be kept confidential 
and are not subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) or any other provision 
of law. 
 
District-Wide School Safety Plan 
 
 District-wide school safety plan means a comprehensive, multi-hazard school safety plan that 
covers all school buildings of the District, addresses crisis intervention, emergency response and 
management at the District level, and has the contents as prescribed in Education Law and 
Commissioner's regulations. 
 
 The District-wide school safety plan will be developed by the District-wide school safety team 
appointed by the Board. The District-wide school safety team will include, but not be limited to, 
representatives of the Board, teacher, administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel, 
and other school personnel including bus drivers and monitors. At the discretion of the Board, a student 
may be allowed to participate on the District-wide school safety team. 
 
 The District-wide school safety plan will include, but not be limited to: 
 
 a) Policies and procedures for responding to implied or direct threats of violence by students, 

teachers, other school personnel including bus drivers and monitors, and visitors to the 
school, including threats by students against themselves, which includes suicide; 

 
 
 

(Continued) 
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b) Policies and procedures for responding to acts of violence by students, teachers, other school 
personnel including bus drivers and monitors, and visitors to the school, including 
consideration of zero-tolerance policies for school violence; 

 
c) Appropriate prevention and intervention strategies, such as: 

 
1. Collaborative arrangements with state and local law enforcement officials, designed to 

ensure that school safety officers and other security personnel are adequately trained, 
including being trained to de-escalate potentially violent situations, and are effectively 
and fairly recruited; 

 
2. Nonviolent conflict resolution training programs; 
 
3. Peer mediation programs and youth courts; and 
 
4. Extended day and other school safety programs; 
 

d) Policies and procedures for contacting appropriate law enforcement officials in the event of 
a violent incident; 

 
e) A description of the arrangements for obtaining assistance during emergencies from 

emergency services organizations and local governmental agencies; 
 
f) Procedures for obtaining advice and assistance from local government officials, including 

the county or city officials responsible for implementation of Executive Law Article 2-B, 
State and Local Natural and Man-Made Disaster Preparedness; 

 
g) The identification of District resources which may be available for use during an emergency; 
 
h) A description of procedures to coordinate the use of District resources and manpower during 

emergencies, including identification of the officials authorized to make decisions and of the 
staff members assigned to provide assistance during emergencies; 

 
i) Policies and procedures for contacting parents, guardians, or persons in parental relation to 

District students in the event of a violent incident or an early dismissal; 
 
j) Policies and procedures for contacting parents, guardians, or persons in parental relation to 

an individual District student in the event of an implied or direct threat of violence by the 
student against themselves, which includes suicide; 

 
k) Policies and procedures relating to school building security, including, where appropriate:  

the use of school safety officers, school security officers, and/or school resource officers; 
and security devices or procedures; 

 
(Continued) 
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l) Policies and procedures for the dissemination of informative materials regarding the early 

detection of potentially violent behaviors, including, but not limited to, the identification of 
family, community, and environmental factors to teachers, administrators, school personnel 
including bus drivers and monitors, parents and other persons in parental relation to students 
of the District or Board, students, and other persons deemed appropriate to receive the 
information; 

 
m) Policies and procedures for annual multi-hazard school safety training for staff and students, 

provided that the District must certify to the Commissioner that all staff have undergone 
annual training by September 15 on the building-level emergency response plan which must 
include components on violence prevention and mental health, provided further that new 
employees hired after the start of the school year will receive training within 30 days of hire 
or as part of the District's existing new hire training program, whichever is sooner; 

 
n) Procedures for the review and conduct of drills and other exercises to test components of the 

emergency response plan, including the use of tabletop exercises, in coordination with local 
and county emergency responders and preparedness officials; 

 
o) The identification of appropriate responses to emergencies, including protocols for 

responding to bomb threats, hostage-takings, intrusions, and kidnappings; 
 
p) Strategies for improving communication among students and between students and staff and 

reporting of potentially violent incidents, such as the establishment of youth-run programs, 
peer mediation, conflict resolution, creating a forum or designating a mentor for students 
concerned with bullying or violence, and establishing anonymous reporting mechanisms for 
school violence; 

 
q) A description of the duties of hall monitors and any other school safety personnel, the training 

required of all personnel acting in a school security capacity, and the hiring and screening 
process for all personnel acting in a school security capacity; 

 
r) A system for informing all educational agencies within the District of a disaster;  
 
s) The designation of the Superintendent or designee, as the District Chief Emergency Officer 

whose duties will include, but not be limited to: 
 

1. Coordinating the communication between school staff, law enforcement, and other first 
responders; 

 
2. Leading the efforts of the District-wide school safety team in the completion and yearly 

update of the District-wide school safety plan and the coordination of the District-wide 
school safety plan with the building-level emergency response plan(s); 

 
(Continued) 

 



 

2022 5681 
4 of 4 

 
Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS  (Cont'd.) 
 

3. Ensuring staff understanding of the District-wide school safety plan; 
 
4. Ensuring the completion and yearly update of building-level emergency response plans 

for each school building; 
 
5. Assisting in the selection of security related technology and development of procedures 

for the use of the technology; 
 
6. Coordinating appropriate safety, security, and emergency training for District and 

school staff, including required training in the emergency response plan; 
 
7. Ensuring the conduct of required evacuation and lock-down drills in all District 

buildings as required by law; and 
 
8. Ensuring the completion and yearly update of building-level emergency response 

plan(s) by the dates designated by the Commissioner; and 
 

t) Protocols for responding to a declared state disaster emergency involving a communicable 
disease that are substantially consistent with the provisions in Labor Law Section 27-c. 

 
Building-Level Emergency Response Plan 
 
 Building-level emergency response plan means a building-specific school emergency response 
plan that addresses crisis intervention, emergency response and management at the building level and 
has the contents as prescribed in Education Law and Commissioner's regulations. As part of this plan, 
the District will define the chain of command in a manner consistent with the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS)/Incident Command System (ICS). 
 
 Building-level emergency response plan(s) will be developed by the building-level emergency 
response team. The building-level emergency response team is a building-specific team appointed by 
the building principal, in accordance with regulations or guidelines prescribed by the Board. The 
building-level emergency response team will include, but not be limited to, representatives of teacher, 
administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel and other school personnel including 
bus drivers and monitors, community members, local law enforcement officials, local ambulance, fire 
officials, or other emergency response agencies, and any other representatives the Board deems 
appropriate.  
 
 Classroom door vision panels will not be covered except as outlined in the building-level 
emergency response plan. 
 
Education Law § 2801-a 
Labor Law § 27-c 
8 NYCRR § 155.17 
Adopted:  5/9/06 
Revised:  10/19/10; 11/21/17; 5/19/20; 4/20/21; 3/15/22 
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS 
 
 The District considers the safety of its students and staff to be of the utmost importance and is 
keenly aware of the evolving nature of threats to schools. As such, it will address those threats 
accordingly through appropriate emergency response planning. The District-wide school safety plan and 
the building-level emergency response plan(s) will be designed to prevent or minimize the effects of 
violent incidents, declared state disaster emergency involving a communicable disease or local public 
health emergency declaration and other emergencies and to facilitate the coordination of schools and 
the District with local and county resources in the event of these incidents or emergencies. These plans 
will be reviewed and updated by the appropriate team on at least an annual basis and adopted by the 
Board by September 1 of each school year. 
 
 The Board will make the District-wide school safety plan available for public comment at least 30 
days prior to its adoption. The District-wide school safety plan may only be adopted by the Board after 
at least one public hearing that provides for the participation of school personnel, parents, students, and 
any other interested parties. The District-wide school safety plan and any amendments must be 
submitted to the Commissioner, in a manner prescribed by the Commissioner, within 30 days of 
adoption, but no later than October 1 of each school year.  
 
 Building-level emergency response plan(s) and any amendments must be submitted to the 
appropriate local law enforcement agency and the state police within 30 days of adoption, but no later 
than October 1 of each school year. Building-level emergency response plan(s) will be kept confidential 
and are not subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) or any other provision 
of law. 
 
District-Wide School Safety Plan 
 
 District-wide school safety plan means a comprehensive, multi-hazard school safety plan that 
covers all school buildings of the District, addresses crisis intervention, emergency response and 
management, and the provision of remote instruction during an emergency school closure, at the District 
level, and has the contents as prescribed in Education Law and Commissioner's regulations. 
 
 The District-wide school safety plan will be developed by the District-wide school safety team 
appointed by the Board. The District-wide school safety team will include, but not be limited to, 
representatives of the Board, teacher, administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel, 
and other school personnel including bus drivers and monitors. The District-wide school safety team 
will consider, as part of their review of the comprehensive District-wide school safety plan, the 
installation of a panic alarm system. At the discretion of the Board, a student may be allowed to 
participate on the District-wide school safety team. 
 
 The District-wide school safety plan will include, but not be limited to: 
 
 a) Policies and procedures for responding to implied or direct threats of violence by students, 

teachers, other school personnel including bus drivers and monitors, and visitors to the 
school, including threats by students against themselves, which includes suicide; 

 
(Continued) 
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b) Policies and procedures for responding to acts of violence by students, teachers, other school 
personnel including bus drivers and monitors, and visitors to the school, including 
consideration of zero-tolerance policies for school violence; 

 
c) Appropriate prevention and intervention strategies, such as: 

 
1. Collaborative arrangements with state and local law enforcement officials, designed to 

ensure that school safety officers and other security personnel are adequately trained, 
including being trained to de-escalate potentially violent situations, and are effectively 
and fairly recruited; 

 
2. Nonviolent conflict resolution training programs; 
 
3. Peer mediation programs and youth courts; and 
 
4. Extended day and other school safety programs; 
 

d) Policies and procedures for contacting appropriate law enforcement officials in the event of 
a violent incident; 

 
e) A description of the arrangements for obtaining assistance during emergencies from 

emergency services organizations and local governmental agencies; 
 
f) Procedures for obtaining advice and assistance from local government officials, including 

the county or city officials responsible for implementation of Executive Law Article 2-B, 
State and Local Natural and Man-Made Disaster Preparedness; 

 
g) The identification of District resources which may be available for use during an emergency; 
 
h) A description of procedures to coordinate the use of District resources and manpower during 

emergencies, including identification of the officials authorized to make decisions and of the 
staff members assigned to provide assistance during emergencies; 

 
i) Policies and procedures for contacting parents, guardians, or persons in parental relation to 

District students in the event of a violent incident or an early dismissal or emergency school 
closure; 

 
j) Policies and procedures for contacting parents, guardians, or persons in parental relation to 

an individual District student in the event of an implied or direct threat of violence by the 
student against themselves, which includes suicide; 

 
 
 

(Continued) 
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k) Policies and procedures relating to school building security, including, where appropriate:  
the use of school safety officers, school security officers, and/or school resource officers; 
and security devices or procedures;  

 
l) Policies and procedures for the dissemination of informative materials regarding the early 

detection of potentially violent behaviors, including, but not limited to, the identification of 
family, community, and environmental factors to teachers, administrators, school personnel 
including bus drivers and monitors, parents and other persons in parental relation to students 
of the District or Board, students, and other persons deemed appropriate to receive the 
information; 

 
m) Policies and procedures for annual multi-hazard school safety training for staff and students, 

provided that the District must certify to the Commissioner that all staff have undergone 
annual training by September 15 on the building-level emergency response plan which must 
include components on violence prevention and mental health, provided further that new 
employees hired after the start of the school year will receive training within 30 days of hire 
or as part of the District's existing new hire training program, whichever is sooner; 

 
n) Procedures for the review and conduct of drills and other exercises to test components of the 

emergency response plan, including the use of tabletop exercises, in coordination with local 
and county emergency responders and preparedness officials; 

 
o) The identification of appropriate responses to emergencies, including protocols for 

responding to bomb threats, hostage-takings, intrusions, and kidnappings; 
 
p) Strategies for improving communication among students and between students and staff and 

reporting of potentially violent incidents, such as the establishment of youth-run programs, 
peer mediation, conflict resolution, creating a forum or designating a mentor for students 
concerned with bullying or violence, and establishing anonymous reporting mechanisms for 
school violence; 

 
q) A description of the duties of hall monitors and any other school safety personnel, the training 

required of all personnel acting in a school security capacity, and the hiring and screening 
process for all personnel acting in a school security capacity; 

 
r) A system for informing all educational agencies within the District of a disaster or emergency 

school closure;  
 

s) The designation of the Superintendent or designee, as the District Chief Emergency Officer 
whose duties will include, but not be limited to: 
 
1. Coordinating the communication between school staff, law enforcement, and other first 

responders; 
 

(Continued) 
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2. Leading the efforts of the District-wide school safety team in the completion and yearly 
update of the District-wide school safety plan and the coordination of the District-wide 
school safety plan with the building-level emergency response plan(s); 

 
3. Ensuring staff understanding of the District-wide school safety plan; 
 
4. Ensuring the completion and yearly update of building-level emergency response plans 

for each school building; 
 
5. Assisting in the selection of security related technology and development of procedures 

for the use of the technology; 
 
6. Coordinating appropriate safety, security, and emergency training for District and 

school staff, including required training in the emergency response plan; 
 
7. Ensuring the conduct of required evacuation and lock-down drills in all District 

buildings as required by law; and 
 
8. Ensuring the completion and yearly update of building-level emergency response 

plan(s) by the dates designated by the Commissioner; and 
 

t) Protocols for responding to a declared state disaster emergency involving a communicable 
disease that are substantially consistent with the provisions in Labor Law Section 27-c.; and 

 
u) An emergency remote instruction plan. 

 
Building-Level Emergency Response Plan 
 
 Building-level emergency response plan means a building-specific school emergency response 
plan that addresses crisis intervention, emergency response and management at the building level and 
has the contents as prescribed in Education Law and Commissioner's regulations. As part of this plan, 
the District will define the chain of command in a manner consistent with the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS)/Incident Command System (ICS). 
 
 Building-level emergency response plan(s) will be developed by the building-level emergency 
response team. The building-level emergency response team is a building-specific team appointed by 
the building principal, in accordance with regulations or guidelines prescribed by the Board. The 
building-level emergency response team will include, but not be limited to, representatives of teacher, 
administrator, and parent organizations, school safety personnel and other school personnel including 
bus drivers and monitors, community members, local law enforcement officials, local ambulance, fire 
officials, or other emergency response agencies, and any other representatives the Board deems 
appropriate.  
 

(Continued) 
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 Classroom door vision panels will not be covered except as outlined in the building-level 
emergency response plan. 
 
 
 
Education Law § 2801-a 
Labor Law § 27-c 
8 NYCRR § 155.17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  5/9/06 
Revised:  10/19/10; 11/21/17; 5/19/20; 4/20/21; 3/15/22;  
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SUBJECT: FIRE AND EMERGENCY DRILLS, BOMB THREATS, AND BUS 

EMERGENCY DRILLS 
 
Fire and Emergency Drills 
 

The administration of each school building will instruct and train students on appropriate 
emergency responses, through fire and emergency drills, in the event of a sudden emergency.  
 

Fire and emergency drills will be held at least 12 times in each school year; eight of these will be 
completed by December 31. Eight of all drills will be evacuation drills, four will be through use of the 
fire escapes on buildings where fire escapes are provided or identified secondary exits. The other four 
drills will be lock-down drills. Drills will be conducted at different times of the school day. Students 
will also be instructed in the procedures to be followed in the event that a fire occurs during the regular 
school lunch period or assembly, however, this additional instruction may be waived if a drill is held 
during the regular lunch period or assembly. 
 
Summer School 
 
 At least two additional drills will be held during summer school in buildings where summer school 
is held, and one of these drills will be held during the first week of summer school. 
 
After-School Programs, Events, or Performances 
 

The building principal or designee will require those in charge of after-school programs, events, 
or performances attended by any individuals unfamiliar with that school building, to announce at the 
beginning of these programs the procedures to be followed in the event of an emergency. 
 
Bomb Threats 
 
School Bomb Threats 
 
 A bomb threat, even if later determined to be a hoax, is a criminal act. No bomb threat should be 
treated as a hoax when it is first received. Upon receiving any bomb threat, the school has an obligation 
and responsibility to ensure the safety and protection of the students and other occupants of the school. 
This obligation takes precedence over a search for a suspect object. Prudent action is dependent upon 
known information about the bomb threat-location, if any; time of detonation; etc. Specific procedures 
as to appropriate responses as a result of a bomb threat can be located in the building-level emergency 
response plan, as required by relevant law and regulation. 
 
Police Notification and Investigation 
 
 Appropriate law enforcement agencies must be notified by the building administrator or designee 
of any bomb threat as soon as possible after receiving the threat. Law enforcement officials will contact, 
as the situation requires, fire and/or county emergency coordinators according to the county emergency 
plan. 
 

(Continued) 
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Implementation 
 
 The Superintendent or designee will develop written procedures to implement the terms of this 
policy. Additionally, these procedures will be incorporated in the District-wide school safety plan and 
the building-level emergency response plan, with provisions to provide written information to all staff 
and students regarding emergency procedures by October 1 of each school year, an annual drill to test 
the emergency response procedures under each of its building-level emergency response plans; and the 
annual review of the District-wide and building-level emergency response plans, along with updates as 
necessary, by September 1, as mandated by law or regulation. 
 
Bus Emergency Drills 
 

The administration will conduct a minimum of three emergency drills to be held on each school 
bus during the school year. The first drill will be conducted during the first seven days of school, the 
second drill between November 1 and December 31, and the third drill between March 1 and April 30. 
No drills will be conducted when buses are on routes. 
 

 Students who ordinarily walk to school will also be included in the drills. Students attending public 
and nonpublic schools who do not participate in regularly scheduled drills will also be provided drills 
on school buses, or as an alternative, will be provided classroom instruction covering the content of 
these drills. 
 

Each drill will include practice and instruction in the location, use, and operation of the emergency 
door, fire extinguishers, first-aid equipment, and windows as a means of escape in the event of fire or 
accident. Similarly, students will be instructed on all topics mandated by relevant sections of the 
Education Law and Commissioner's regulations, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

a) Safe boarding and exiting procedures with specific emphasis on when and how to approach, 
board, disembark, and move away from the bus after disembarking; 

 
b) Advancing at least ten feet in front of the bus before crossing the highway after 

disembarking; and 
 
c) Orderly conduct as bus passengers. 
 

Instruction on Use of Seat Belts 
 
 When students are transported on school buses equipped with seat safety belts, the District will 
ensure that all students who are transported on any school bus owned, leased, or contracted for by the 
District will receive instruction on the use of seat safety belts. This instruction will be provided at least 
three times each year to both public and nonpublic school students who are so transported and will 
include, but not be limited to: 
 

(Continued) 
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a) Proper fastening and release of seat safety belts; 
 
b) Acceptable placement of seat safety belts on students; 
 
c) Times at which the seat safety belts should be fastened and released; and 
 
d) Acceptable placement of the seat safety belts when not in use. 

 
 
 
Education Law §§ 807, 2801-a, 3623, and 3635-a 
Penal Law Article 240 
8 NYCRR §§ 100.2(c), 155.17, and 156.3 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #5681 -- School Safety Plans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  5/9/06 
Revised:  12/20/11; 6/18/14; 11/21/17 
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EMERGENCY DRILLS 
 
Fire and Emergency Drills 
 

The administration of each school building will instruct and train students on appropriate 
emergency responses, through fire and emergency drills, in the event of a sudden emergency.  
 

Fire and emergency drills will be held at least 12 times in each school year; eight of these will be 
completed by December 31. Eight of all drills will be evacuation drills, four will be through use of the 
fire escapes on buildings where fire escapes are provided or identified secondary exits. The other four 
drills will be lock-down drills. Drills will be conducted at different times of the school day. Students 
will also be instructed in the procedures to be followed in the event that a fire occurs during the regular 
school lunch period or assembly, however, this additional instruction may be waived if a drill is held 
during the regular lunch period or assembly. 
 
Summer School 
 
 At least two additional drills will be held during summer school in buildings where summer school 
is held, and one of these drills will be held during the first week of summer school. 
 
After-School Programs, Events, or Performances 
 

The building principal or designee will require those in charge of after-school programs, events, 
or performances attended by any individuals unfamiliar with that school building, to announce at the 
beginning of these programs the procedures to be followed in the event of an emergency. 
 
Bomb Threats 
 
School Bomb Threats 
 
 A bomb threat, even if later determined to be a hoax, is a criminal act. No bomb threat should be 
treated as a hoax when it is first received. Upon receiving any bomb threat, the school has an obligation 
and responsibility to ensure the safety and protection of the students and other occupants of the school. 
This obligation takes precedence over a search for a suspect object. Prudent action is dependent upon 
known information about the bomb threat-location, if any; time of detonation; etc. Specific procedures 
as to appropriate responses as a result of a bomb threat can be located in the building-level emergency 
response plan, as required by relevant law and regulation. 
 
Police Notification and Investigation 
 
 Appropriate law enforcement agencies must be notified by the building administrator or designee 
of any bomb threat as soon as possible after receiving the threat. Law enforcement officials will contact, 
as the situation requires, fire and/or county emergency coordinators according to the county emergency 
plan. 
 

(Continued) 
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Implementation 
 
 The Superintendent or designee will develop written procedures to implement the terms of this 
policy. Additionally, these procedures will be incorporated in the District-wide school safety plan and 
the building-level emergency response plan, with provisions to provide written information to all staff 
and students regarding emergency procedures by October 1 of each school year, an annual drill to test 
the emergency response procedures under each of its building-level emergency response plans; and the 
annual review of the District-wide and building-level emergency response plans, along with updates as 
necessary, by September 1, as mandated by law or regulation. 
 
Bus Emergency Drills 
 

The administration will conduct a minimum of three emergency drills to be held on each school 
bus during the school year. The first drill will be conducted during the first seven days of school, the 
second drill between November 1 and December 31, and the third drill between March 1 and April 30. 
No drills will be conducted when buses are on routes. 
 

 Students who ordinarily walk to school will also be included in the drills. Students attending public 
and nonpublic schools who do not participate in regularly scheduled drills will also be provided drills 
on school buses, or as an alternative, will be provided classroom instruction covering the content of 
these drills. 
 

Each drill will include practice and instruction in the location, use, and operation of the emergency 
doorexits, fire extinguishers, first-aid equipment, and windows as a means of escape in the event of fire 
or accident. Similarly, students will be instructed on all topics mandated by relevant sections of the 
Education Law and Commissioner's regulations, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

a) Safe boarding and exiting procedures with specific emphasis on when and how to approach, 
board, disembark, and move away from the bus after disembarking; 

 
b) Advancing at least ten 15 feet in front of the bus before crossing the highway after 

disembarking; and 
 

c) Specific hazards encountered during snow, ice, rain, and other inclement weather, including, 
but not necessarily limited to, poor driver visibility, reduced vehicular control, and reduced 
hearing; and 

 
cd) Orderly conduct as bus passengers. 
 

 The administration of the drills will be in accordance with the New York State Education 
Department's Bus Safety Drill Guide and Compliance Form.  
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SUBJECT: FIRE AND EMERGENCY DRILLS, BOMB THREATS, AND BUS 

EMERGENCY DRILLS  (Cont'd.) 
 
Instruction on Use of Seat Belts 
 
 When students are transported on school buses equipped with seat safety belts, the District will 
ensure that all students who are transported on any school bus owned, leased, or contracted for by the 
District will receive instruction on the use of seat safety belts. This instruction will be provided at least 
three times each year to both public and nonpublic school students who are so transported and will 
include, but not be limited to: 
 

a) Proper fastening and release of seat safety belts; 
 

b) Acceptable adjustment and placement of seat safety belts on students; 
 

c) Times at which the seat safety belts should be fastened and released; and 
 

d) Acceptable placement of the seat safety belts when not in use. 
 
 
 
Education Law §§ 807, 2801-a, 3623, and 3635-a 
Penal Law Article 240 
8 NYCRR §§ 100.2(c), 155.17, and 156.3 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #5681 -- School Safety Plans 
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Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: USE OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS IN THE DISTRICT AND ON SCHOOL 

BUSES 
 
 It is the Board's responsibility to ensure the safety of the District's students, staff, facilities, and 
property. While the Board recognizes the importance of privacy, it has authorized the use of surveillance 
cameras on District property including in school buildings, school facilities, as well as on school buses, 
when necessary. These surveillance cameras will help to assist the Board in maintaining the overall 
safety and welfare of the District's students, staff, property, and visitors, as well as to deter theft, 
violence, and other criminal activities.  
 
 Further, surveillance cameras will only be placed in public or common areas, such as stairwells, 
hallways, cafeterias, parking lots, playgrounds, computer labs, and instructional areas as deemed 
necessary by the Superintendent and not in private areas such as locker rooms, bathrooms, or other areas 
in which individuals have a reasonable expectation of privacy. Audio recordings will not be utilized by 
the District officials, however, this prohibition may not preclude the use of audio recordings by law 
enforcement officials in accordance with their official duties or District officials as otherwise authorized 
by law. 
 
Disciplinary Proceedings 
 
 Video recordings or footage from District surveillance cameras may be used in student or 
employee disciplinary proceedings, as appropriate.  
 
Notification  
 
 Students and staff will also receive additional notification, as deemed appropriate by the 
Superintendent, regarding the use of its surveillance cameras through means such as publication in the 
District calendar, employee handbook, and/or the student handbook.  
 
Maintenance of Video Recordings 
 
 Any video surveillance recording in the schools, on school buses, or on school property, on tape, 
CD, or digitally, will be the sole property of the District and stored in its original form and in a secure 
location to avoid tampering and also to ensure its confidentiality in accordance with relevant law and 
regulations.  
 
 In addition, to the extent that any video images create student or personnel records, the District 
will comply with all applicable state and federal laws related to record retention, record maintenance, 
and record disclosure, including the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERPA").  
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SUBJECT: USE OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS IN THE DISTRICT AND ON SCHOOL 

BUSES 
 
 It is the Board's responsibility to ensure the safety of the District's students, staff, facilities, and 
property. While the Board recognizes the importance of privacy, it has authorized the use of surveillance 
cameras on District property including in school buildings, school facilities, as well as on school buses, 
when necessary. These surveillance cameras will help to assist the Board in maintaining the overall 
safety and welfare of the District's students, staff, property, and visitors, as well as to deter theft, 
violence, and other criminal activities.  
 
 Further, surveillance cameras will only be placed in public or common areas, such as stairwells, 
hallways, cafeterias, parking lots, playgrounds, computer labs, and instructional areas as deemed 
necessary by the Superintendent and not in private areas such as locker rooms, bathrooms, or other areas 
in which individuals have a reasonable expectation of privacy. Audio recordings will not be utilized by 
the District officials, however, this prohibition may not preclude the use of audio recordings by law 
enforcement officials in accordance with their official duties or District officials as otherwise authorized 
by law. 
 
Disciplinary Proceedings 
 
 Video recordings or footage from District surveillance cameras may be used in student or 
employee (as permitted by any applicable collective bargaining agreement) disciplinary proceedings, as 
appropriate.  
 
Notification 
 
 Students and staff will also receive additional notification, as deemed appropriate by the 
Superintendent, regarding the use of its surveillance cameras through means such as publication in the 
District calendar, employee handbook, and/or the student handbook.  
 
Maintenance of Video Recordings 
 
 Any video surveillance recording in the schools, on school buses, or on school property, on tape, 
CD, or digitally, will be the sole property of the District and stored in its original form and in a secure 
location to avoid tampering and also to ensure its confidentiality in accordance with relevant law and 
regulations.  
 
 In addition, to the extent that any video images create student or personnel records, the District 
will comply with all applicable state and federal laws related to record retention, record maintenance, 
and record disclosure, including the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERPA").  
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PROGRAM 
 

The safe transportation of students to and from school is of primary concern in the administration 
of the school bus program. All state laws and regulations pertaining to the safe use of school buses shall 
be observed by drivers, students and school personnel. 
 
Use of Portable Electronic Devices Prohibited 
 

For purposes of this policy, and in accordance with applicable law, the terms below will be defined 
as follows: 
 

a) "Portable electronic device" means any mobile telephone (hand held or "hands free"), 
personal digital assistant (PDA), portable device with mobile data access, laptop computer, 
pager, two-way messaging device, electronic game, or portable computing device. 

 
b) "Using" means holding a portable electronic device while viewing, taking or transmitting 

images, playing games, or composing, sending, reading, viewing, accessing, browsing, 
transmitting, saving, or retrieving email, text messages, or other electronic data. 

 
c) "In operation" means that the bus engine is running, whether in motion or not. 

 
The use of portable electronic devices by a school bus driver at times the vehicle is in operation 

on the roadway poses a potential safety risk. All school bus drivers are prohibited from using portable 
electronic devices while the bus is in operation.  
 

All school bus drivers' personal portable electronic devices are to be placed in the "off" position 
when in the possession of the school bus driver while the bus is in operation. Portable electronic devices, 
including cell phones, may be used in case of emergency. 

 
The Transportation Supervisor, in cooperation with the Principals, has the responsibility of 

developing and publishing safety rules to be followed by drivers and passengers, including rules of 
student conduct. In order to ensure maximum safety to those riding school buses, it is necessary that 
students and drivers cooperate in this effort. There is no substitute for training to develop safe habits in 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 
 

All buses and other vehicles owned and operated by the School District will have frequent safety 
inspections, and will be serviced regularly. The Transportation Supervisor will maintain a 
comprehensive record of all maintenance performed on each vehicle. 
 
 Every bus driver is required to report promptly to the Transportation Supervisor any school bus 
accident, regardless of the severity, involving death, injury, or property damage.  
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PROGRAM  (Cont'd.) 
 
Education Law Section 3623 
Vehicle and Traffic Law Sections 509-a(7), 509-1(1-b), 1174(a) and 1174(b) 
8 NYCRR Section 156.3  
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #5683 -- Fire and Emergency Drills, Bomb Threats, and 

Bus Emergency Drills 
#5761 -- Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus Drivers 
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Non-Instructional/Business 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PROGRAM 
 

The safe transportation of students to and from school is of primary concern in the administration 
of the school bus program. All state laws and regulations pertaining to the safe use of school buses shall 
will be observed by drivers, students, and school personnel.  
 
Use of Portable Electronic Devices Prohibited 
 

For purposes of this policy, and in accordance with applicable law, the terms below will be defined 
as follows: 
 

a) "Portable electronic device" means any mobile telephone (hand-held or "hands-free"), 
personal digital assistant (PDA), portable device with mobile data access, laptop computer, 
pager, broadband personal communication device, two-way messaging device, electronic 
game, or portable computing device, or any other electronic device when used to input, write, 
send, receive, or read text for present or future communication. 

 
b) "Using" means holding a portable electronic device while viewing, taking or transmitting 

images, playing games, or for the purpose of present or future communication: performing a 
command or request to access a world wide web page, composing, sending, reading, viewing, 
accessing, browsing, transmitting, saving, or retrieving email, text messages, instant 
messages, or other electronic data. 

 
c) "In operation" means that the bus engine is running, whether in motion or not. 

 
The use of portable electronic devices by a school bus driver at times the vehicle is in operation 

on the roadway poses a potential safety risk. All school bus drivers are prohibited from using portable 
electronic devices while the bus is in operation.  
 

All school bus drivers' personal portable electronic devices are to must be placed in the "off" 
position when in the possession of the school bus driver while the bus is in operation. Portable electronic 
devices, including cell phones, may be used in case of emergency. 
 
Safety Rules and Inspections 
 

The Transportation Supervisor, in cooperation with the Pprincipals, has the responsibility of 
developing and publishing safety rules to be followed by drivers and passengers, including rules of 
student conduct. In order to ensure maximum safety to those riding school buses, it is necessary that 
students and drivers cooperate in this effort. There is no substitute for training to develop safe habits in 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  
 

All buses and other vehicles owned and operated by the School District will have frequent safety 
inspections, and will be serviced regularly. The Transportation Supervisor will maintain a 
comprehensive record of all maintenance performed on each vehicle. 
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PROGRAM  (Cont'd.) 
 

Every bus driver is required to report promptly to the Transportation Supervisor any school bus 
accident, regardless of the severity, involving death, injury, or property damage.  
 
 
 
Education Law § 3623 
Vehicle and Traffic Law §§ 509-a(7), 509-i(1-b), 1174, 1225-c, and 1125-d 
8 NYCRR § 156.3 
17 NYCRR §§ 720.2, 721.1, and 721.2 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #5683 -- Fire and Emergency Drills, Bomb Threats, and Bus 

Emergency Drills 
#5761 -- Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus Drivers  
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SUBJECT: IDLING SCHOOL BUSES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 

The Board of Education recognizes the need to promote the health and safety of District students 
and staff and to protect the environment from harmful emissions found in bus and vehicle exhaust. In 
accordance with Education Law and Commissioner's Regulations, the District will minimize, to the 
extent practicable, the idling of all school buses and other vehicles owned or leased by the District while 
such bus or vehicle is parked or standing on school grounds or in the front of any school. This policy 
also applies to contractor owned and operated school buses under contract with the District. 
 

The District shall ensure that each driver of a school bus or other vehicle owned, leased or 
contracted for by the District turn off the engine of the bus or vehicle while waiting for passengers to 
load or off load on school grounds, or while such vehicle is parked or standing on school grounds or in 
front of or adjacent to any school. 
 
Exceptions 
 

Unless otherwise required by State or local law, the idling of a school bus or vehicle engine may 
be permitted to the extent necessary to achieve the following purposes: 
 

a) For mechanical work; or 
 

b) To maintain an appropriate temperature for passenger comfort; or 
 

c) In emergency evacuations where necessary to operate wheelchair lifts. 
 
Private Vendor Transportation Contracts 
 

All contracts for pupil transportation services between the School District and a private vendor 
that are entered into on or after August 21, 2008, shall include a provision requiring such vendor's 
compliance with the provisions of reducing idling in accordance with Commissioner's Regulations 
Section 156.3(h). 
 
 
 
Education Law Section 3637 
Vehicle and Traffic Law Section 142 
8 NYCRR Section 156.3(h) 
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SUBJECT: IDLING SCHOOL BUSES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 

The Board of Education District recognizes the need to promote the health and safety of District 
students and staff and to protect the environment from harmful emissions found in bus and vehicle 
exhaust. In accordance with Education Law and Commissioner's Regulations, the District will minimize, 
to the extent practicable, the idling of all school buses and other vehicles owned or leased by the District 
while such bus or vehicle is parked or standing on school grounds or in the front of any school. This 
policy also applies to contractor owned and operated school buses under contract with the District. The 
District shallwill ensure that each driver of a school bus or other vehicle owned, leased, or contracted 
for by the District turns off the engine of the bus or vehicle while waiting for passengers to load or off 
load on school grounds, or while such the vehicle is parked or standing on school grounds or in front of 
or adjacent to any school. Rather than waiting for all buses to arrive before loading or unloading, 
individual buses will be promptly loaded and unloaded to minimize idling.  
 
Exceptions 
 

Unless otherwise required by Sstate or local law, the idling of a school bus or vehicle engine may 
be permitted to the extent necessary to achieve the following purposes: 
 

a) For mechanical work; or 
 

b) To maintain an appropriate temperature for passenger comfort and/or safety; or 
 

c) In emergency evacuations and/or where necessary to operate wheelchair lifts. 
 
Private Vendor Transportation Contracts 
 

All contracts for pupil transportation services between the School District and a private vendor 
that are entered into on or after August 21, 2008, shall will include a provision requiring such the 
vendor's compliance with the provisions of reducing idling in accordance with Commissioner's 
Regulations Section 156.3(h)regulations. 
 
 
 
Education Law § 3637 
Vehicle and Traffic Law § 142 
8 NYCRR § 156.3 
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SUBJECT: QUALIFICATIONS OF BUS DRIVERS 
 

A person shall be qualified to operate a bus only if such person: 
 

a) Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 
 

b) Has been issued a currently valid operator's or commercial driver's license which is valid for 
the operation of a bus in New York State; 

 
c) Has passed the annual bus driver physical examination administered pursuant to Regulations 

of the Commissioner of Education and the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. In no case shall 
the interval between physical examinations exceed a thirteen-month period; 

 
d) Is not disqualified to drive a motor vehicle under Sections 509-c and 509-cc and any other 

provisions of Article 19-A of the Vehicle and Traffic Law; 
 

e) Has on file at least three (3) statements from three (3) different persons who are not related 
to the driver/applicant pertaining to the moral character and to the reliability of such 
driver/applicant; 

 
f) Has completed, or is scheduled to complete, State Education Department safety programs as 

required by law; 
 

g) Is in compliance with federal law and regulations, as well as District policy and/or 
regulations, as it pertains to meeting the standards governing alcohol and controlled 
substance testing of bus drivers if and when applicable; 

 
h) Has taken and passed a physical performance test at least once every two (2) years and/or 

following an absence from service of sixty (60) or more consecutive days from his/her 
scheduled work duties; 

 
i) Is in compliance with all other laws and regulations for operating a school bus, including 

licensing and training requirements. 
 
Special Requirements for New Bus Drivers 
 

Before employing a new bus driver, the Superintendent or his/her designee shall: 
 

a) Require such person to pass a physical examination within four (4) weeks prior to the 
beginning of service; 

 
b) Obtain a driving record from the appropriate agency in every state in which the person 

resided, worked, and/or held a driver's license or learner's permit during the preceding three 
(3) years; 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: QUALIFICATIONS OF BUS DRIVERS  (Cont'd.) 
 

c) Investigate the person's employment record during the preceding three (3) years; 
 

d) Require such person to submit to the mandated fingerprinting procedures/criminal history 
background check; 

 
e) Request the Department of Motor Vehicles to initiate a driving record abstract check; and  

 
f) Require that newly hired bus drivers take and pass the physical performance test, as 

mandated by Commissioner's Regulations, before they transport students. 
 
Occasional Drivers 
 
 Under Commissioner's Regulations, an occasional driver is defined as a certified teacher employed 
by a school district or Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) who is not primarily 
employed as a school bus driver or substitute bus driver on either a full-time or part-time basis. 
Occasional drivers used for other than regular routes are not required to fulfill the training required for 
regular school bus drivers. 
 
 
 
Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-143) 
  49 USC Section 521(b) 
49 CFR Parts 40, 382, 391, 392 and 395 
Education Law Section 3624 
Vehicle and Traffic Law Sections 509-c, 509-cc and Article 19-A 
8 NYCRR Section 156.3 
15 NYCRR Part 6 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #5761 -- Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus Drivers  
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SUBJECT: QUALIFICATIONS OF BUS DRIVERS 
 

A person shall will be qualified to operate a bus only if such that person: 
 

a) Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 
 

b) Has been issued a currently valid operator's or commercial an appropriate driver's license 
which is valid for the operation of a bus in New York State; 

 
c) Has passed the annual bus driver physical examination administered pursuant to Regulations 

of the in accordance with Commissioner of Education and the Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles regulations. In no case shall will the interval between physical examinations exceed 
a thirteen13-month period; 

 
d) Is not disqualified to drive a motor vehicle under Sections 509-c and 509-cc and any other 

provisions of Article 19-A of the Vehicle and Traffic Law any provision of law or regulation; 
 

e) Has on file at least three (3) statements from three (3) different persons who are not related 
by either blood or marriage to the driver/ or applicant pertaining to the moral character and 
to the reliability of such the driver/ or applicant; 

 
f) Has completed, or is scheduled to complete, required New York State Education Department 

safety programs as required by law; 
 

g) Is in compliance with federal law and regulations, as well as District policy and/or 
regulations, as it pertains to meeting the standards governing alcohol and controlled 
substance testing of bus drivers if and when applicable; 

 
h) Has taken and passed a physical performance test approved by the Commissioner of 

Education at least once every two (2) years and/or following an absence from service of a 
period of being unavailable for service for sixty (60) or more consecutive days from his/her 
their scheduled work duties. In no case will the interval between physical performance tests 
exceed 25 months; and 

 
i) Is in compliance with all other laws and regulations for operating a school bus, including 

licensing and training requirements. 
 
Special Requirements for New Bus Drivers 
 

Before employing a new bus driver, the Superintendent or his/her designee shallwill: 
 

a) Require such the person to pass a physical examination within four (4) eight weeks prior to 
the beginning of service; 
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SUBJECT: QUALIFICATIONS OF BUS DRIVERS  (Cont'd.) 
 

b) Obtain a driving record from the appropriate agency in every state in which the person 
resided, worked, and/or held a driver's license or learner's permit during the preceding three 
(3) years; 

 
c) Investigate the person's employment record during the preceding three (3) years; 

 
d) Require such the person to submit to the mandated fingerprinting procedures/ and criminal 

history background check; 
 

e) Request the Department of Motor Vehicles to initiate a driving record abstract check; and 
 

f) Require that newly hired bus drivers take and pass the physical performance test, as 
mandated by Commissioner's Rregulations, before they transport students. 

 
Occasional Drivers 
 
 Under Commissioner's Rregulations, an occasional driver is defined as a certified teacher who is 
employed by a school district or Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) who is not 
primarily employed as a whose employment does not include serving as either a regular or substitute 
school bus driver or substitute bus driver on either a full-time or part-time basis. Occasional drivers used 
for other than regular routes are not required to fulfill the training required for regular school bus drivers. 
 
 
 
Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991, (Public Law 102-143) 
49 USC § 521(b) 
Education Law § 3624 
Vehicle and Traffic Law Article 19-A 
8 NYCRR § 156.3 
15 NYCRR Part 6 and § 3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #5761 -- Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus Drivers  
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