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RISING SENIORS: PREPARING 
FOR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

1. Create College List 
• Using Naviance for College Planning 

& Applications
2. College Entrance Exams: ACT vs. 

SAT 
3. Visiting Colleges
4. College Application Timeline
5. Prepare for College Applications



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST
✔ Naviance 

• College & Career Exploration
• Managing College Applications
• Sending Transcripts Electronically to 

Colleges
• Interfaces with Common App



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST
Naviance Overview Video: 5:39-6:50



Self-Discovery and Career Research Tools

Naviance Student Assessments

Strengths assessment that assesses 10 talent themes 
and identifies students’ three strongest emerging talents 
with 

Career interest assessment for students based on 
Holland’s Interest Codes. Students will gain access 
to their top Holland Code matches.

Online questionnaire that helps students discover 
career clusters that are most interesting to them. 
Can retake at any time. 

StrengthsExplorer® (Only once)

Career Interest Profiler (HS Only)

Career Cluster Finder

Learning Style Inventory *
Assessment to help determine a student’s ideal 
learning and productivity conditions. 

Can you answer: “What I want to be?”  IF NOT – USE NAVIANCE TO:

Step 1: Self Discovery

Step 2: Career Exploration
Save Careers to your Naviance list 
that you are thinking about



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST
Use Naviance SuperMatch to find and save Colleges to your 

“COLLEGES I’M THINKING ABOUT” LIST



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST
When returning to school next fall
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR TOP SCHOOLS SAVED IN NAVIANCE!

• BHS Guidance will have a meeting with College Bound Seniors in 
the first few weeks of school to go over next steps for moving 
schools to your “Application List”

• This feature will be turned off until our meeting. 



1. CREATE COLLEGE LIST
Things to Consider:
✔ School Cost
✔ Financial Aid
✔ Academics
✔ Accreditation
✔ Admission Requirements 
✔ Location, Size, Campus Life
✔ Work 

Flexibility/Co-ops/Placement
✔ Graduation Rate
✔ Distance/Online Learning
✔ Reputation



2. COLLEGE ENTRANCE 
EXAMS-ACT/SAT

www.act.org 
www.sat.org/register 

✔ Can take multiple 
times

✔ October tests may 
not meet 
scholarship 
deadlines (check 
deadlines)

✔ Some colleges 
superscore

✔ Some schools are 
test optional

✔ Use your 4 free 
schools to send 
scores when 
registering



2. COLLEGE ENTRANCE 
EXAMS-ACT/SAT
❑ ACT STATE TEST – March ALL Juniors – FREE 

• Link with National online account with ACT ID 
number provided on score report sheet if 
needed

❑ ACT NATIONAL TEST – on Saturdays – student 
pays

• Fee waivers available for financial disadvantaged 
– see your Counselor

• Register online at www.actstudent.org and 
www.collegeboard.org/register 



2. COLLEGE ENTRANCE 
EXAMS-ACT/SAT
▪ ACT/SAT “Unofficial” Scores on HS Transcript.

▪ Some colleges want “Official” Scores sent directly 
from ACT/SAT, always check. 

▪ Use Free Score reports to colleges when 
registering!

▪ FREE Test Prep 
✔ www.SATpractice.org (SAT)
✔ www.act.org/academy  (ACT)



2. COLLEGE ENTRANCE 
EXAMS-ACT/SAT

ACT Scores GPA Scholarships

21 3.0 $2500

26 3.5 $4000

27 4.0 $6000

29 4.1 $8000

ACT Scores GPA Scholarships

21 3.0 $2500

26 3.5 $4000

27 4.0 $6000

29 4.1 $8000

BGSU

Merit Based 
College 
Scholarships

Based on ACT 
and SAT Scores!

Miami University



3. VISITING COLLEGES

• Virtual vs. Live
• Go when in session

• Schedule on college’s website

• Consider NO SCHOOL DAYS 

• College Visitation Forms
• 3 visits, turn in before you go



4. COLLEGE APPLICATION 
TIMELINE



5. PREPARE FOR COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS



5. PREPARE FOR COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS

Between Now and September
• Create “Colleges I am interested in” list in 

Naviance
• Explore college websites
• Start a list of awards and activities/resume
• Start writing essays
• Think about who can write recommendations if 

needed
• Review your transcript (when we return to school)



5. PREPARE FOR COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS



5. PREPARE FOR COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS

College Applications – 
• Done electronically through:

1. Institutional App
2. Common App

COMMON APPLICATION
• Opens August 1st 
• Will need to be matched with Naviance to send transcripts and                                                             

letters of recommendations
• Wait until our SENIOR COLLEGE APPLICATION MEETING TO START.  If 

you cannot wait, DO NOT REQUEST ANY TRANSCRIPTS OR LETTERS 
OF REC until our meeting



HOW WE COMMUNICATE 
WITH YOU…
1. BHS Student Email- Naviance emails

2. School Website – post scholarships, college information, etc.


