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KPS Seeks New Paths to Success with Strategic Planning Process

PRING is the stuff of promise. Summer
may be wonderful with the full sun, 

beach weather, and vacations, but spring, 
that time of transition, is immensely in-
spiring with its transformative powers. 

With spring, the world resets before 
our eyes. Suddenly, we see new possibil-
ities in the warmer weather, the sunnier 
days and every shoot pushing through 
the ground. With spring’s arrival, we know 
things are going to change.

This spring, Kalamazoo Public Schools 
will begin thinking about its own transfor-
mation with the launch of its first com-
prehensive strategic planning process 
in almost 10 years. Every school district 
needs a strategic plan to help it  iden-
tify its goals and objectives for the next 
several years and establish strategies for 
achieving those goals and objectives. 

At the heart of the process, the district 
will consider questions such as: Who are 
we as a school district, who do we want 
to be, and how will we achieve the goals 
necessary to become the school district 
we want to be?

The new strategic plan will serve not 
only as a roadmap for the district’s future, 
but it will be a valuable tool for sharing 
this information with stakeholders, so 
they fully understand where the district 
is and where it plans to go. It will also 
help our committed community partners 
understand the role that they play in the 
future of the district. 

Already, we have begun discussing 
the process for developing our next stra-
tegic plan with the KPS Board of Educa-
tion as well as senior leadership. The 
first work in this process begins with 
what is known as a SWOT analysis of 
where we are as a district and examining 
operations in terms of: 

• Strengths — What are we doing 
well? What unique resources do we 
have that we can capitalize on as we 

continue to build and grow? 
• Weaknesses  — Where do we need to 

improve? Are there disadvantages that we 
need to address? Are there areas in which 
we compare unfavorably to others and 
that we want to change?

• Opportunities — Looking forward, 
what is happening in the world that we 
need to pay attention to? Are there trends 
that we can leverage to our students’ ad-
vantage? Can we be smart and identify 
the world events and forces that we can 
use to be more effective educators?

• Threats — What are the things out-
side of our control that may negatively 
impact the work we do, that inhibit the 
growth that we seek?

Understanding these elements will 
help us create measurable goals and ob-
jectives to help us track our progress and 
ensure that we continue moving forward 
in our mission to provide the best pos-
sible educational opportunities for all of 
the children in our community and to give 
them every opportunity to find success.

Key to the success of our strategic 

planning process will be input from mul-
tiple sources. Obviously teachers, staff, 
students and parents will be able to 
provide insights, but so will community 
leaders, volunteers, churches, neigh-
borhood associations, higher education 
leaders, business executives, and more. 
Anyone who cares about KPS and the 
broader community is encouraged to at-
tend one of the many input sessions that 
will be launching this month. In addition 
to meetings at each school building, the 
district will hold community sessions to 
gather comments from as many people 
as possible.

The plan will become richer and 
stronger through your involvement in 
the process. 

Kalamazoo has tremendous resources 
and none is greater than the people who 
live here and care about the community 
and our children. Through our strategic 
planning process, we hope to build new 
partnerships and coalitions to continue 
our strides toward making KPS the best 
district possible. 

Dr. Darrin Slade

A Message
from the
Superintendent
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WO STUDENTS from Milwood Magnet School: A 
Center for Math, Science and Technology 

claimed the top spots in the second annual Kalam-
azoo County Regional Spelling Bee. 

Eighth-grader Carter Tuthill was named winner of 
the 2024 Kalamazoo County Regional Spelling Bee, 

which was held 
March 9 at Chen-
ery Auditorium. 
He won with the 
word “linguistics.” 
His other compe-
tition words in-
cluded “garniture” 
and “vegetarian.”

The runner-up 
was his fellow 
Milwood Magnet 

eighth-grader Omar Eversole. Tuthill said he was a 
little intimidated to go up against Eversole in the fi-
nals because he knew he was a “really good speller.”

Tuthill, who is an avid reader, will represent Ka-
lamazoo County in the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
in Maryland in May. His trip to the national compe-
tition will be paid for by the contest sponsors. His 
other prizes included: a plaque as well as subscrip-
tions to several online educational resources. 

Students from 17 schools participated in the 
spelling bee. They were: 
• Arcadia Elementary School: Neela Parthasarathy 

and Baihas Alqabati
• Edison Academy: Christian Bell-Griffis and Herno 

Fataki
• El Sol Elementary: Lauren McCann and Alexis 

Bakalyar
• King-Westwood Elementary School: Orion Bailey 

and Nova Shumaker
• Lincoln International Studies School: Jordan Burrel 

and Kamilah Jackson
• Maple Street Magnet School for The Arts: Maya 

Mollberg and Nathan Heckman
• Milwood Elementary School: Isaiah Acosta
• Milwood Magnet School: Omar Eversole, Jenna Itawi 

and Carter Tuthill
• Northeastern Elementary School: Richard 

Weddington and Jasper Mann
• Northglade Montessori Magnet School: Aiden 

Pimentel and Christopher Thompson
• Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary School: Rowan 

Allhoff and Mayim Olbrot

Milwood Magnet School Students Top the Kalamazoo County  Regional Spelling Bee
• Prairie Ridge Elementary School: Eli Gill and Paisley 

Phillips
• Spring Valley Center for Exploration: Eve Bongers 

and Zachary Phillips
• Washington Writers’ Academy: Harmony Brown and 

Deshawn Hayes

• Winchell Elementary School: Michael Bovid and 
Jonah Antoniotti

• Woods Lake Elementary: A Magnet Center for The 
Arts: Cedar Horner and Layla Coleman

• Woodward School: Ava Ray and London Lee

gvsu.edu/next

For Grand Valley students, next is opportunity 
and innovation. Next is global, connecting and 
uniting us. It’s local, shaping the spaces in which 
we work and live. It’s a commitment to progress. 
Next is where minds are free to imagine what 
could be. At GVSU, next is now. And whatever’s 
next for you, we will help you get there. 

WHATEVER IS 

NEXT

connect
CREATE

ACHIEVE

KalamazooArts.org

@

Please consider supporting the ARTS, so we can continue to promote, support, and 
create opportunities for artists and art organizations through funding, grants, and 
technical assistance. 

OF AMERICANS 

UNIFY US REGARDLESS
THE ARTS

BELIEVE

OF AGE, RACE OR
ETHNICITY.*

72%

THE ARTS
CONNECT US

Every donation matters.

Donate today
at

* Source: Randy Cohen, Americansforthearts.org, March 2021

Spelling bee winner Carter Tuthill, 
left, and runner-up Omar Eversole. 
Both Carter and Omar attend 
Milwood Magnet School.
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HIS was one of the winners of a recent KPS Administration Building
Bake-Off Fundraiser. There are a lot of steps but it’s really easy 

overall. You can make it much simpler, obviously, by not adding so 
many layers. It’s a little time consuming, because there is a wait time 
between adding layers. Panna cotta is wonderful because it seems so 
fancy and yet it’s so versatile. 

Recipe
from the KPS Food Service, Chartwells

Strawberry-Lemon 
Tres Leches Cake and 
Panna Cotta Shooters

Kirsten Strong, registered dietician                                                                                 Samuel Dunn, executive chef

Strawberry Tres Leches and 
Regular Tres Leches Panna Cotta 
and Chocolate (Layers 1-4)
1½ cup heavy cream
½ cup sweetened condensed milk
1½ cup coconut cream
½ cup seedless strawberry jam
1 tablespoon plain gelatin, divided 

in half
1 teaspoon vanilla extract, divided 

in half
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
2 pinches of salt
Chocolate shell ice cream topping 

(store bought)
Pound cake or angel food cake

Layers 1 and 2
• Bloom ½ tablespoon gelatin in a 
few tablespoons of cold water by 
sprinkling the gelatin over the water 
and letting it sit for a few minutes.
• In a heavy saucepan, combine and 
heat the cream, condensed milk, 
and coconut cream over medium 
heat. Bring to a simmer. Do not boil. 
Pour half of the mixture into a bowl 
and set aside for layer 4.
• Layer 1 — Add ½ cup strawberry 
jam to the milk mixture in the 
saucepan and bring to a simmer 
(don’t boil).
• Add ½ tablespoon gelatin mixture 
and stir until dissolved. Continue to 
simmer gently (don’t boil) for about 4 
minutes. Remove from heat.

• Add ½ teaspoon vanilla extract 
and a pinch of salt, mix well. Cool 
in the refrigerator for about 20 
minutes. It will continue to thicken. 
• Pour enough strawberry panna 
cotta into cocktail glasses or plastic 
shooters to create a 1-inch thick layer. 
• Chill in the freezer for 30-40 
minutes.
• Layer 2 — Put a small amount 
of the chocolate shell ice cream 
topping on top of the chilled 
strawberry panna cotta. Let that 
cool for 20 minutes in the fridge.

Layer 3: Angel Food or Pound Cake
• Break into pieces and add to the top 
of the chocolate layer. Use another 
glass to push down the cake a little 
to make more room in the glass. 

Layer 4: Tres Leches Panna Cotta
• Bloom ½ tablespoon gelatin in a 
little cold water
• In a heavy saucepan, bring to 
a simmer the leftover cream, 
condensed milk, and coconut 
cream mixture from Layer 1. Add 
cinnamon, then add ½ tablespoon 
of gelatin mixture and stir until 
dissolved. Continue to simmer 
gently (don’t boil) for about 4 
minutes. Remove from heat.
• Add ½ teaspoon of vanilla extract 
and a pinch of salt, mix well. Cool 

in the refrigerator for 20 minutes to 
thicken. 
• Pour on top of the cake. The cake 
will not be submerged. Some will 
be higher than the panna cotta. It 
will be covered by the next layer. 
• Chill in the freezer for 30 to 40 
minutes.

Layer 5: Lemon Tres Leches Panna 
Cotta
3 cups heavy cream
½ cup sweetened condensed milk
Zest of 1 lemon
Juice of 1 lemon
1½  tablespoon plain gelatine
Pinch salt

• Bloom gelatin with a little water.
• In a heavy saucepan, bring cream 
and condensed milk to a simmer, 
then add lemon zest. Next add the 
gelatin and stir until dissolved. 
Continue to simmer gently (don’t 
boil) for about 4 minutes. Remove 
from heat. 
• Add lemon juice, mix well
• Cool in the refrigerator for 20 
minutes to thicken. 
• Pour on top of layer 4 until it 
covers the cake and creates a flat 
surface
• Chill in the fridge for at least 2 
hours or overnight.

CORRECTION
In the March Excelsior, the photos at the bottom 
of page 6 and on page 7 should have said those 
students attend Washington Writers’ Academy.
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NOTICE
Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all 
students and staff of any religion, race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, gender 
identification, height, weight, familial status, 
marital status, sexual orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or condone 
any act of bias or discrimination toward any 
person on the basis of religion, race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, gender 
identification, height, weight, familial status, 
marital status, sexual orientation, and dis-
ability in any of its activities, hiring practices, 
programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their par-
ents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of School Improvement, Title I 
and Assessments
KPS, 1220 Howard St., Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:
Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources
KPS, 1220 Howard St., Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF EDUCATION
President
TiAnna Harrison
Vice President
Jermaine Jackson
Treasurer
Karla Murphy
Secretary
Jennie Hill
Trustee
Takisha Johnson
Trustee
Carol McGlinn
Trustee
Patti Sholler-Barber

KPS SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Darrin Slade

Excelsior is mailed to every 
household in Kalamazoo.
For information about 
advertising, please call 
Encore Publications.
(269) 383-4433



OR THE THIRD year, Kalamazoo Public Schools
teachers have been participating in Career 

Champions, a Kalamazoo RESA program designed to 
give students valuable exposure to real-life career 

opportunities and help teachers develop the skills 
they need to become highly trained career develop-
ment educator partners in their community. 

Joan Hawxhurst, a senior career coach with KRESA’s 

Career & Technical Education program, said the pro-
gram puts an emphasis on student-focused learning 
opportunities and creates a framework where edu-
cators can develop valuable relationships that allow 
them to share resources, ideas, proposals and oppor-
tunities for collaboration.

Through the program educators develop a profi-
ciency with Xello, a career education software used 
in Kalamazoo County. They also gain “knowledge of 
in-demand occupations with local employers, along 
with understanding of the training and education 
candidates need in these fields,” Hawxhurst said. 

The Kalamazoo Central Career Champions team 
of teachers Jovaughn Carver and Jack Lambert has 
been very busy taking science students on ca-
reer-related field trips this year. In October, they 
took a student group to Charles River Labs in Mat-
tawan for a full-day tour outlining all of the various 
career opportunities there. In the winter they visit-
ed several science departments at Western Michi-
gan University. Then in March, they went to WMU’s 

Career Champions Program Helps Teachers Expand  
Opportunities to Learn About the World of Work

(continued on page 7)
Kalamazoo Central AP Chemistry students, from left, Rebekah Hodgkins, Amenech Kostrzewa, Nora Ghazal try the 
chemistry equipment at Western Michigan University as part of the Career Champions program.
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Tuesday, April 16 | 4 pm | Central 
Celebrate the iconic characters Gerald, Piggie, and Pigeon!
Enjoy crafts, games, and activities.

Children
Apr 15, EAS, 4 pm | Apr 22, CEN, 4 pm | Apr 25, WSQ, 4 pm
Come paint a piggy bank and learn how to be more savvy
about financial literacy. 

Teens

Learn more at kpl.gov
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Career Champions (cont. from page 6)

Homer Stryker M.D. School of Medicine. 
“The fellowship provides training, support, and 

funding for all of our ideas for students,” Carver 
said. “They help us game plan bringing our ideas 
to fruition, with workshops and consultants. We are 
pretty much a cohort of educators and we will be 
presenting on our experiences and strategizing on 
how to build and improve our current plans.”

Teams consist of two to six members, which may fo-
cus on building, grade level or district level programs. 
Each team works with a KRESA career development 
consultant and each team member receives a $500 sti-
pend to develop their program, which must include 20 
hours of student engagement outside of school hours. 

In addition to Carver and Lambert, there are two 
other KPS teams:

• Liza Bucknell and Laurie Sipes at Prairie Ridge 
Elementary School, 

• Nora Snead and Stephen Spybrook at Linden 
Grove Middle School, and 

Career Champions is helping Bucknell and Sipes 
plan the Second Annual Prairie Ridge Career Fair, in 

which students are able to explore careers and meet 
everyone from scientists to  mechanical engineers, 
fire fighters, dieticians, and physician assistants. The 

fair gives students an up-close look at different career 
paths and connects their learning to the real world. 

“Reading about a career in a textbook is very dif-
ferent from learning about a career straight from 
someone in the field,” Bucknell said. “The Career 
Fair provides an interactive and dynamic learning 
experience, where students can ask questions di-
rectly to professionals and presenters can invite 
students to tackle real-world problems.”

Carver, who is a chemistry teacher at Kalama-
zoo Central, is passionate about career education. 
He said he knows that selecting a career or area of 
study for post-secondary education can be daunt-
ing, and he believes students need as much expo-
sure to the world of work as possible. 

“Jovaughn and Jack are doing a great job of pro-
viding context beforehand and reflection opportu-
nities afterwards, so that students are able to un-
derstand and consider the STEM career paths they 
are seeing in action,” Hawxhurst said. 

Carver said that one of his passions as a teacher 
(continued on page 8)

Justin Liggins, Ny’shawn Scott, Devin Webster, Eugene 
Fellings, TJ Terrentine examine a medical mannequin at 
WMed as part of the Career Champions project.
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is to help students identify their passions in terms of 
areas of study. Many students have not given much 
thought to what they want to do with their lives after 
high school and with no goal in mind, they have dif-
ficulty developing a plan for what comes next. 

“They are in the exact same place I was in, when I 
was their age at Loy Norrix graduating 10 years prior 
to them,” Carver said. So, even before Career Champi-
ons, he went on a mission to help provide experienc-
es that expose his students to what it actually takes 

to be successful. He reached out to scientists of 
Pfizer, Zoetis, Charles Rivers labs and Kalsec to come 
speak to his classes to discuss their career journeys. 

 Career Champions is allowing him to expand on 
that idea by taking students to actual labs, where stu-
dents can see scientists in their work environments. 

“The hope is always to expand the students’ 
knowledge of different types of science professions 
that they have never heard of or to expand their 
knowledge about what scientists actually do,” he 
said.” It doesn’t hurt that I was able to help build 
a connection between what we are doing in class 
and its correlation to what scientists get paid to do. 

“In my opinion, the biggest challenge for making 
the transition from the classroom to careers is identi-
ty. Believing that you belong is the first step to believ-
ing in yourself and that you can achieve your idea of 
success. Helping students see themselves in that light 
is difficult because that process is different for each 
student. That’s why I hope days like the days we have 
through Career Champions can help some of them 
understand what it takes and make that connection.”

Career Champions (continued from page 7)

Carol McGlinn 
Selected to Fill Board 
Trustee Vacancy

AROL MCGLINN was unanimously selected to
fill a Kalamazoo Public Schools board trustee 

vacancy in a special board meeting on Feb. 9.
She previously served on the KPS Board of Ed-

ucation from July 2008 to December 2018. She has 
also been involved with KPS as a member of various 

PTOs, Girls on the Run, Girl 
Scouts, and Communities 
in Schools of Kalamazoo. 

McGlinn is currently the 
vice chair of the Shared 
Prosperity Kalamazoo Or-
ganizing Committee.

McGlinn recently retired 
as executive director of 
SLD Read, an organization 
that has partnered with 
KPS on various literacy ini-

tiatives. She also served as a tutor and director of 
development for the organization. 

Her term runs through Dec. 31, 2024. 

Carol McGlinn
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Looking for a little more fun this summer for your 
family and children? Here’s a list of places no-cost 
and low-cost alternatives:

KYDNet Summer Program Finder
One of the best places to start your search for 

kids’ summer programs is through KYDNet (Kalam-
azoo Youth Development Network). KYDNet works to 
ensure that Kalamazoo County youth have access 
to high-quality in-person and virtual programs and 
the organization’s program finder is a great online 
tool to see youth-oriented programs and activities 
are available in Kalamazoo County this summer. It 
becomes available this month online at kydnet.org.  
Camp Kzoo

The City of Kalamazoo’s Parks and Recreation de-
partment offers a variety of programs for Kalama-
zoo’s youth. Plans for this summer’s activities will be 
available on its website at kzooparks.org/programs. 

Financial assistance is available from Kalamazoo 
Friends of Recreation to help ensure that these pro-
grams are available to, and affordable by, everyone. 
For more information, visit the Kalamazoo Friends of 
Recreation website at friendsofrec.org. 

Outdoor concerts
Another great outdoor activity is offered by the 

Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo’s Summertime 
Live concert series. Free concerts are held through-
out the community including in Portage, Parchment, 
Oshtemo Township, and downtown Kalamazoo. The 
schedule was still being finalized at press time, but 
to find out who is playing where and when visit  
kalamazooarts.org. 

Take a Rewarding Hike
The Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy is 

challenging kids to Hike Our Preserves (HOP) this 
summer. Registration is $7 per person and includes 
a free hiking stick (while quantities last), a medal-
lion for each HOP preserve you visit, and a prize 
from Jr. Rangerland Educational Publishing for the 
first 25 hikers to visit all 10 preserves. Preserves  
feature many different types of landscape from  
wetlands and forests to fens and beaches.  For  
more information visit swmlc.org/hop or call  
(269) 324-1600. 

No-cost, low-cost options for summer fun

All Things Possible
All Things Possible is a free program offering ca-

reer and college exploration for KPS students enter-
ing high school. Held 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Monday–Friday, 
there will be two 4-week sessions this summer: June 
11-July 5 and July 8–Aug. 2. Daily events will  include 
learning work skills and life skills, recreational ac-
tivities, talent development and career/educational  
exploration. For information or to register visit  
kzooparks.org/Programs/All-Things-Possible.
Join a Reading Program

Kalamazoo Public Library offers a robust reading 
program for kids with benchmarks and prizes. All 
that’s needed to participate is a library card (which 
most KPS students got in first grade!).  Visit kpl.gov or 
check with your local library branch for the details of 
this summer’s reading program. 
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Kirk Newman Art School
Summer Art Camps

Weekly Camps Begin
June 10

Summer youth scholarships

apply by May 8th

KALAMAZOO INSTITUTE OF ARTS
kiarts.org or call 269-585-9266

Full & Half Day Camps Available
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Dedicated to serving youth by providing
opportunities for mental, physical, and

spiritual growth.

Register today at  
VBYC.org

June 23 to 29
June 30 - July 3

July 14 to 20
July 21 to 27

June 9 to 15 
June 16 to 22

July 3 - 6
July 7 to 13

July 28 to 30
August 4 to 9

Leadership Camp - grades 9 - 12
Great Bear - grades 3 - 6
Wolverine - grades 5 - 8

Little  Bear #1 - grades 1 - 3
Adv.  Leadership - grades 10 - 12

Discovery - grades 4 - 9

Little  Bear # 2- grades 1 - 3

Frontier - grades 4 - 9
White Pine - grades 4 - 8

Explorer - grades 3 - 7

Season Schedule

A dedicated staff and
amazing spaces to live and

play make this a unique
expansion of our current

programs.

           At Yonder Way
all of the learning is

happening outside. 

Learn more at
VBYC.org
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Tianna RobertsonAiden BrownEli Potts Mariah Atlas

A
R
T
IS
T
S
’ CORNER Milwood Elementary School art teacher Abbey Ruffer has 

been working with students on a variety of projects inspired 
by books, nature and surrealism. 

Chameleon — Second grade students listened to the 
books: “A Color of His Own” and “The Mixed-Up Chameleon” 
and then used Prisma colors and watercolors to create col-
orful and camouflaged chameleons. 

Rainbow Fish — Inspired by the book “The Rainbow Fish” 
and observing sea creatures, students drew and cut out 
fish, adding details like scales, gills, and fins. They added 

their fish to blue paper and created shapes to represent 
seaweed, coral, or rocks.

Eye — Students studied surrealist artists like Salvador 
Dali and Frida Kahlo, focusing on “The False Mirror” by 
Rene Magritte and used color pencils to create their “false 
mirror” artwork.

Cat — Students used an educational website called Peb-
blego to learn about wild cats and  their  habitats around 
the world. They created their own wild cats using markers 
and tempera paint. 
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highest level,” said Ryan Kasperski, the lead mu-
sic teacher for KPS. He also directs the Kalama-
zoo Central marching and symphonic bands. 

“For our KPS directors, having an extra set 
of eyes and ears on our ensembles helps rein-
force that we are focusing on the appropriate 
areas of instruction while also identifying ar-
eas that could use more attention and how to 
achieve the desired results,” he added.

In May 2023, Dr. Mary Land, associate pro-
fessor of music education at WMU, was invit-
ed to the KPS music department’s professional 
development. Land coordinates the placement 
of music student teachers in the schools for in-
ternships and pre-internships. 

“I wanted to be able to offer something to 
KPS teachers since they accept our interns,” 
Land said. 

She and the KPS staff came up with the idea 

of the pre-festival clinic and Land suggested 
that it be held on Western’s campus to provide 
students the opportunity to visit a college cam-
pus and to allow them to perform in a different 
setting to replicate the festival experience. 

At festival, ensembles perform select music 
for a panel of adjudicators, who assess students 
on preparation and performance of the music. 
Students must also perform a sight-reading 
piece after the concert performance.  In that 
scenario, ensembles have about five minutes 
to review a piece and discuss the work, which 
has not been prepared beforehand. The adjudi-
cator will observe and assess the learning pro-
cess and the performance.

Students receive a rating for the concert per-
formance, one for the sight reading and an over-
all rating. “Festival is not a competition between 

KKIT Artistic Director and KPS teacher Ben Gudbrandson practices percussion with Colin Burgis, Makir Hutt and Liam Moody.

(continued on page 23)

WMU Music Faculty Help KPS Musicians 
Prep for Festival Season
Kalamazoo Public Schools band and orchestra students had a unique 
opportunity to prepare for festival season thanks to the generosity of the 
Western Michigan University Irving S. Gilmore School of Music. 

Cover StoryCover Story

ALAMAZOO Public Schools band and
orchestra students had a unique oppor-
tunity to prepare for festival season 

thanks to the generosity of the Western Michigan 
University Irving S. Gilmore School of Music. 

WMU faculty held a clinic concert for all of the 
district’s middle school and high school band 
and orchestra students in February. Each ensem-
ble performed for a group of WMU music faculty 
members, who critiqued their performances, pro-
viding feedback for the students as they prepared 
for the Michigan School Band and Orchestra As-
sociation festival competition in March. 

“Our students gained a realization of the at-
tention to details and execution that is demand-
ed from our ensembles to perform music at the 

Jenna Love conducts the Kalamazoo Central 
Band at the pre-festival clinic at WMU.

Aaron Mirakovits leads the Loy Norrix Band.

ON THE COVER: Denis Shebukhov conducts the Loy Norrix High 
School orchestra in front of Western Michigan University faculty 
in preparation for the upcoming festival season.
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schools,” Kasperski said. “It is an individual assess-
ment for each participating ensemble.”

The participating KPS school ensembles and their 
directors were:
• Hillside 7th/8th grade band – Craig Freeman
• Milwood Magnet 7th/8th grade band – Aaron 

Mirakovitz
• Kalamazoo Central Symphonic Band – Ryan Kasperski
• Loy Norrix Band – Aaron Mirakovitz
• Maple Street 7th/8th grade band – Craig Freeman
• Milwood Magnet 7th/8th grade orchestra – Denis 

Shebukhov
• Hillside 7th/8th grade orchestra – Jenna Love 
• Maple Street 7th grade orchestra – Ben Gudbrandson
• Linden Grove 7th/8th grade orchestra – Cynthia 

Zerban
• Maple Street 8th grade orchestra – Ben Gudbrandson
• Loy Norrix orchestra – Denis Shebukhov
• Kalamazoo Central orchestra – Jenna Love
The participating WMU faculty, including Land, were:
• Dr. Scott Boerma, professor of music and director 

of bands
• Dr. Trey Harris, associate director of bands

• Mary Kothman, violin instructor
• Bruce Uchimura, professor of cello and orchestra
• Dr. Junqi Tang, assistant professor of violin

“Western Michigan University went above and 
beyond, providing professional and memorable 

learning experiences for our students and invalu-
able feedback for our directors,” Kasperski said. 
“Some of their comments align with what is cur-
rently being taught by our directors, but the way it is 
explained to our students could differ. Sometimes 
it is not what you say to students, but how it is said 
that helps students understand.”

Kasperski said the pre-festival work was as im-
portant for the teachers as for the students. Rarely, 
do educators have the opportunity to collaborate 
with collegiate colleagues at this level, he said. 

“Teachers are lifelong learners. Teaching an en-
semble demands the understanding of how to play 
anywhere from four instruments, in an orchestra, to 
more than 13 instruments, in a band,” he said. “We 
can always learn more about the nuance of playing 
a specific instrument, new ways to deliver instruc-
tion, and new curricular resources and materials. 

“As teachers, working with high-quality profes-
sors and musicians provides an opportunity for us 
to reflect and assess our current practices, chal-
lenge our assumptions, and open a dialogue for 
growth.”

Music (continued from page 22)

WMU violin professor Dr. Junqui Tang offers suggestions to 
the Kalamazoo Central Band.
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Lincoln kindergartener Nasir Head designs and names a 
new hairstyle that he created at Literacy Night.

ITERACY Night was a success with Kalamazoo Public 
Schools elementary and middle school families. 

The annual celebrations, which were held Feb. 28 for 
elementaries and Feb. 29 for middle schools, mark the 
start of National Reading Month, which takes place 
in March. Students and families visit the schools af-
ter hours to partake in fun hands-on activities that 
encourage reading as an intergenerational activity. 
Schools chose special themes for their events, such as 
Arcadia Elementary’s international celebration, Linden 
Grove’s literary escape room puzzles, and Milwood El-
ementary’s Olympic kick-off. Woodward School went to 
the beach, while Washington Writers’ Academy looked 
to old time hip hop for reading inspiration.

Literacy Night Emphasizes that Reading Fun Can Be Found Everywhere

From left: Elijah Brown, Aden Sano Kamanzi, and Maddison 
Heeres participate in the “JD and The Great Barber Battle” 
Jeopardy game at Lincoln.

Teachers Paige Kulchinsky and Brianne Mayhew explain how 
to grow sunflowers and jalapeno peppers to Meadow Walsh, 
Jane Cannon and Claire Westervelt at Milwood Magnet.

Gideon Wolfe was a torch bearer at the Milwood 
Elementary Olympic-themed literacy night.

Linden Grove’s literacy night included an always popular 
book giveaway.

Avanna Shoffner is all smiles with her Woods Lake literacy 
night prize.

Arcadia Elementary families enjoy a performance by El 
Concilio dancers.

KPS/Lincoln Alumni Andre Lockett, owner of Kzoo Kutz, 
shows Major Pace-Sims how to use clippers during the 
Lincoln International Studies School Literacy Night.
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PPRR MM IISSEEWW RRLLDDOO
POST-SECONDARY SIGNING DAY 2024 HIGH SCHOOL 

SELLING OUTSELLING OUT
DOWNTOWN KALAMAZOO

MAY 10TH
SENIORS

KALAMAZOOPROMISE.COM

Le a r n .  G r o w.  T h r i v e .

GET THE VALLEY ADVANTAGE 
FREE PROGRAM OFFERS STUDENTS OPPORTUNITY 

TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE, EARN CASH

Get the Valley Advantage and apply  
at www.kvcc.edu/valleyadvantage.  
Registration opens April 15. Space is limited! 

Kalamazoo Valley Community College is offering a FREE 
three-week summer program that focuses on what is 
needed to start college in the fall.

During this three-week program, students will:
• Boost their skills in reading, writing and mathematics
• Explore college resources
• Learn valuable life skills and success strategies
• Engage in team-building exercises

The Valley Advantage also offers:
• Opportunity to earn up to $550 during the program
• Assistance with transportation costs
• Loaner laptop computer
• Breakfast (A.M. sessions) and lunch (P.M. sessions)

each day

Session 1
July 8 -11, July 15-18, July 22-25 and July 29 

8:30 - 11:45 a.m. or 12:30 - 3:45 p.m. 
Anna Whitten Hall on the Arcadia Commons Campus

Session 2
Aug 5 - 8, Aug 12 - 15, Aug 19-23

8:30 - 11:45 a.m. or 12:30 - 3:45 p.m. 
Anna Whitten Hall on the Arcadia Commons Campus
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Quick and Easy Access to Primary Care
Accepting New Patients  ·  1000 Oakland Drive

Call for your appointment today.
269.337.4600

wmed.edu  ·  Find us on Facebook @WMedHealth

BOUT a year ago Kalamazoo Public Schools adopted
a new grievance procedure for students and their 

families who request or are provided services under 
Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act. The Of-
fice of Civil Rights of the United States Department of 
Education has requested that the School District publi-
cize its Section 504 Grievance Procedure to all students, 
families, and school staff members. To accomplish that 
objective, the District is including a complete copy of 
the Section 504 Grievance procedure below: 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
A person who believes a student has been 

discriminated against by the District on the basis of 
the student’s disability or who believes the District 
otherwise violated Section 504 also has the right to file 
a complaint through the District’s grievance procedure. 
A person who wishes to file a complaint should contact: 

Kalamazoo Public Schools 
Barry Smith — District 504 Officer 
1220 Howard Street Kalamamazoo, MI.  49008 
269-337-0161
A person may file a complaint with the Office for 

Civil Rights (OCR) if he/she does not wish to use the 
District’s grievance procedure. A person who wishes to 
file a complaint with OCR should contact:

Office for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Education 
600 Superior Avenue East, Suite 750 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2611 
FAX: (216) 522-2573; TDD: (877) 521-2172 
Telephone: (216) 522-4970 
E-mail: OCR.Cleveland@ed.gov 
A discrimination complaint may be filed with OCR 

KPS Grievance Procedure Explained
at any time. Additionally, if a person is dissatisfied with 
the District’s resolution of a complaint, that complaint 
may be filed with OCR at the address above within 60 
days of the District’s resolution.

NOTICE OF SECTION 504 PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS	
The following is a brief summary description of the 

rights provided by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 to students with disabilities, or suspected 
disabilities, and some related rights provided by Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act. The intent of the law is to keep 
you fully informed about decisions concerning your 
child and to inform you of your rights in the event you 
disagree with any decisions concerning your child. You 
have the right to:

1. have the District advise you of your rights under 
federal law;

2. receive notice with respect to Section 504 iden-
tification, evaluation, and/or placement of your child;

3. have an evaluation and placement decision for 
your child based upon information from a variety 
of sources and which is made by a team of persons 
knowledgeable about the student, the meaning of 
evaluation data, and placement options;

4. have your child receive a free appropriate public 
education, which is the provision of regular or special 
education and related aids and services that are 
designed to meet individual educational needs of your 
child as adequately as the needs of students without 
disabilities are met, if the child is Section 504 eligible;

5. have your child be educated with non-disabled 
students to the maximum extent appropriate, if the 
child is Section 504 eligible;

6. have your child take part in and receive benefits 
from the District without discrimination on the basis of 
disability;

7. have your child educated in facilities and receive 
services comparable to those provided to non-disabled 
students;

8. examine all relevant records of your child, 
including those relating to decisions about your child’s 
Section 504 identification, evaluation, educational 
program, and placement; and obtain copies of those 
records at a reasonable cost, unless the fee would 
effectively deny you access to the records;

9. receive information in your native language and 
primary mode of communication;

10. have a periodic re-evaluation of your child, 
including an evaluation before any significant change 
of placement;

11. have your child given an equal opportunity 
to participate in nonacademic and extracurricular 
activities offered by the District;

12. request and participate in an impartial due 
process hearing regarding the identification, evaluation, 
or placement of your child, including a right to be 
represented by counsel in that process and to appeal 
an adverse decision;

13. file a complaint in accordance with the District’s 
grievance procedures or with the U.S. Department of 
Education, Office for Civil Rights.

SECTION 504 — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
The Kalamazoo Public Schools has provided the 

following Grievance Procedure for addressing complaints 
of discrimination under Section 504. A person is not 

(continued on page 27)
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required to use this procedure and may instead file a 
complaint directly with the U.S Department of Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights, 600 Superior Avenue East, Suite 
750, Cleveland, OH 44114-2611:

STEP 1:	
A person who believes that he/she has been 

discriminated against by Kalamazoo Public Schools is 
encouraged, but is not required, to discuss the matter 
informally with the appropriate building principal, in 
the case of a student, or his/her immediate supervisor, 
in the case of an employee.

A. If the building principal or the immediate 
supervisor is the subject of the complaint, or the 
grievant is not a student or employee, the grievant may, 
instead, contact the Kalamazoo Public Schools Section 
504 Coordinator.

B. The person receiving the complaint shall verbally 
convey his/her findings to both the person who alleged 
the violation and the person who is the subject of the 
complaint within 10 business days.

STEP 2:	
If the informal Step 1 process does not resolve the 

matter, or if the grievant does not wish to use the informal 
procedures set forth in Step 1, a written complaint may 
be submitted to the Kalamazoo Public Schools Section 
504 Coordinator who will investigate the complaint.

A. If the Section 504 Coordinator is the subject of the 
complaint, the complaint should be submitted to the 
Superintendent of Schools who will appoint another 
administrator to conduct the investigation.

B. The complaint shall be signed by the grievant and 
include the:

(1) grievant’s name and contact information;
(2) facts of the incident or action complained about;
(3) date of the incident or action giving rise to the 

complaint;
(4) type of discrimination alleged to have occurred; 

and
(5) specific relief sought.
(6) Note: Witness names and other evidence as 

deemed appropriate by the grievant may also be 
submitted.

C. An investigation of the complaint will be conducted 
within 10 business days following the submission of 
the written complaint. The investigation shall include 
an interview of the parties and witnesses, a review of 
relevant evidence, and any other steps necessary to 
ensure a prompt and thorough investigation of the 
complaint.

D. A written disposition of the complaint shall be 
issued within 10 business days of completion of the 

investigation, unless a specific written extension of time 
is provided to the parties. Copies of the disposition will 
be given to both the grievant and the person who is the 
subject of the complaint.

STEP 3:
If the grievant wishes to appeal the decision in 

Step 2 above, he/she may submit a signed, written 
appeal to the Superintendent of Schools within 10 
business days after receipt of the written disposition. 
The Superintendent or his/her designee shall respond 
to the complaint, in writing, within 10 business days of 
the date of the appeal. Copies of the response shall be 
provided to both the grievant and the person who is 

the subject of the complaint.
The Kalamazoo Public Schools provides assurance that 

it strictly prohibits any form of retaliation against persons 
who utilize this Grievance Procedure. Further, a grievant 
making a complaint is neither required to prosecute 
the matter nor confront the alleged discriminator or 
harasser when that would be inappropriate.

In addition, KPS will take steps to prevent the 
recurrence of discrimination or harassment if either 
has been found to have occurred and to correct its 
effects on the complainant and others, if appropriate.

If you have questions regarding these procedures or 
want to file a complaint, please contact the Kalamazoo 
Public Schools District 504 Coordinator, Barry Smith.

Grievance Procedure (continued from page 26)

SECTION 504 COMPLAINT FORM

Name of Injured Party: 	  

Address: 	  

Phone:	 Email:

If the injured party is a student, please also provide the following information:

School Building Attending:	

Grade:	 Birthdate:	

Complainant’s Name: 

Relationship to Student:  

Address:

	  

Phone:	 Email:

Attach pages with the following:

1. Describe the alleged violation of Section 504. Please be specific and describe the specific incident(s), as 
well as identify the individuals involved, dates/times/locations, etc. 

2. Describe your proposed resolution to address the alleged problem(s)/violation(s).

Date:	 Complainant’s Signature: 

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO:
Barry Smith — District 504 Coordinator
1220 Howard Street
Kalamazoo, MI. 49008
269-337-0161
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Scan the QR code to submit an 
application or learn more about our 
summer programs at Career Connect!  

Join one of Career Connect’s summer programs!
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