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Safe and Orderly Schools Essential for Learning

Some people may wonder why disci-
pline has been one of the areas of focus 
during my first few months in Kalamazoo.

It’s simple: Safe and orderly schools 
are essential to learning. Students can-
not learn and teachers cannot teach in a 
disruptive environment. 

In my 31 years of experience as a 
teacher, assistant principal, principal, 
and assistant superintendent, I can say 
that most students follow most of the 
rules most of the time — and the majori-
ty of students that break rules are break-
ing minor rules. 

Kalamazoo is no exception to that 
truth. We have a lot of great students in 
Kalamazoo. And, we have great teachers 
who love their students. 

But, in meet-and-greet sessions held 

earlier this year, some expressed con-
cerns that there are some spaces in our 
district that are not managed correctly, 
especially hallways, bathrooms and caf-
eterias. That is unacceptable. We will 
have order in our schools.

We must maintain safe and orderly 
learning environments at all times and 
in all areas of our schools. We know this 
is true for our children. Everyone wants 
to be confident that they are sending 
their children to safe schools to learn 
and grow.

But there’s something else that we 
as a society don’t talk about, and that 
is that it’s important for teachers to feel 
safe at work. We sometimes overlook 
that. As a teacher — and in my mind I’ll 
always be a teacher — I believe that we 
have to ensure our teachers are respect-
ed and safe. 

Times are different. Today, people 
talk to teachers in ways that never would 
have been accepted in the past. We can-
not have teachers being disrespected or 

mistreated. One of the biggest reasons 
people leave the profession is because 
of student behavior. It must be made 
clear to students that you will not come 
to school and talk to teachers, princi-
pals, and other adults the way you might 
talk to someone your age or outside of 
school. That is not going to be tolerated. 

The key to discipline is creating rela-
tionships built on respect between stu-
dents, teachers and parents. Students 
should feel like they have teachers they 
feel compfortable with. Parents need to 
feel they can talk to the staff in their 
schools. Teachers want positive rela-
tionships with students, parents, ad-
ministrators.

Stakeholders can expect me to be 
highly visible in this effort to improve dis-
cipline. My schedule will include numer-
ous visits to our schools over the next few 
months. This is not just because school 
visits are essential to understanding what 
is going on in our schools, but because 
having high visibility is one way to start 

building those essential relationships. 
Part of the shift in discipline includes 

discussion with students, so we can all 
start the school year on the same page 
in terms of discipline. Talking is how we 
build relationships and understanding 
and a better educational system. This 
year will kick off with student informa-
tion sessions, so they can gain a clear 
understanding of expectations and goals 
on the topic.

Kalamazoo is a district where you can 
start kindergarten and know that you will 
have your college education or other sec-
ondary learning experiences paid for. We 
cannot afford for students to not learn, to 
not be prepared for the future because of 
behavior and discipline issues. 

For those who want more detail about 
discipline in the schools, the community 
can find the board presentation on disci-
pline on the KPS website at ​​www.kalam-
azoopublicschools.com. Go to “Depart-
ments” and click on “Superintendent’s 
Office” then “Board Presentations.”

Dr. Darrin Slade

A Message
from the
Superintendent
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Don’t forget a flu shot for you and your family!
It’s the first step in keeping you safe this flu season.

Call for your appointment today!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS  ·  269.337.4600

wmed.edu  ·  Find us on Facebook @WMedHealth

ALAMAZOO Public Schools opened its newest
school building, Edison Academy, with a rib-

bon-cutting ceremony Aug. 14.
Edison Academy re-opened after a two-year con-

struction project. The new two-story, 70,000-square-
foot school has 21 classrooms plus art, music, and 
STEM rooms; a media center, gym, and cafeteria.

“This is a very exciting day for Kalamazoo Public 
Schools as we open this beautiful school building,” 
Superintendent Dr. Darrin Slade said at the ribbon 
cutting. “The district was committed to creating a 
state-of-the-art facility for our staff and students in 
the Edison neighborhood.” 

Construction cost $18 million, which was fund-
ed in part by a bond approved by voters in 2018. 
Furniture, furnishings, equipment, technology, and 
architect and construction management fees added 
approximately $7 million in costs to the project. 

Construction began in the summer of 2018. The 
building was designed by TowerPinkster and The 
Skillman Corporation served as construction man-
ager on the project. The block where the new build-
ing is located used to be the site of the old Edison 
Academy, the Boys & Girls Club, and the KPS trans-
portation office, garage and parking lot.

Karen Jackson, KPS executive supervisor of fa-
cilities management, said Edison has more natural 
light, enhanced security, terrazzo floors, and more 
spacious classrooms. “And, the new entrance on 
Lake Street is a definite presence in the neighbor-
hood,” Jackson said.

“The opening of this school has been a long time 
coming, and it brings me great joy to finally be able to 

Edison Academy Re-Opens in New Space After Two Years of Construction

McDonald. “We have the capacity to enroll addition-
al students and anticipate that once families see our 
beautiful spaces, we will be bursting at the seams.” 

Ediston Academy entrance

open the doors to the new Edison Academy. We worked 
very intentionally to plan an outstanding learning en-
vironment for our students,” said principal Dr. Julie 

Edison Academy teachers try the Lu learning system, which combines learning with gross motor skills.

Community 
Open House
5–6:30 p.m.

Oct. 17
831 Lake St.

3www.kalamazoopublicschools.com  •  October 2023  •  Excelsior



Visit KalamazooArts.org/membership/

WHAT’S

NEW

Arts Council
of Greater

Kalamazoo

Become part of a network of members that share 
a similiar respect and passion for the arts! New 
2023 benefits reach even further to connect you 
with the community. Each Arts Council member-
ship includes:

• Unlimited event listings on the arts calendar
• Promotional opportunties through

select media channels
• Waived application fees for Grants

and Art on the Mall
• Rental discount rates at member

partner organizations
• Membership at Public Media Network

•  And much more! 

CREATE. CONNECT. ACHIEVE.

Membership has its benefits.Paid for by Friends of Jeanne Hess
1327 Northampton 

Kalamazoo, MI 49006

DUCATOR, lecturer and author Dr. Manny Scott
delivered an inspiring keynote address at the 

secondary teachers’ professional development at 
Loy Norrix High School in August.

Scott shared the story of his harrowing child-
hood in a presentation that was part lecture and 
part dramatic monologue. 

Scott’s father was incarcerated. Scott missed 
60-90 days of school annually from fourth to ninth 
grade. His freshman year, his grades consisted of 3 
Fs, 3 Ds and a C. He dropped out of school at age 14, 
lived in 26 places by age 16, and his best friend was 
brutally murdered on his way to Scott’s house.

“When I look back, I now see that I was head-
ing down a path that would have destroyed me,” he 
said.

A chance encounter with a crack addict on a park 
bench was the start of turning his life around. The 
man told him, “Hey, little man. ‘Don’t be like me.’ He 
gave me a glimpse of what I might become.”

He returned to school and with the support of 
caring adults including his principal, teachers and 
coaches he began to turn his life around. He end-
ed up in the back of Erin Gruwell’s English class—a 

Freedom Writer Speaker Offers Encouragement to Secondary Teachers

group that became known internationally as the 
Freedom Writers, after the release of Gruwell’s book 
“The Freedom Writers Diary” and a 2007 movie star-
ring Hilary Swank. Scott began journaling in Gru-
well’s class, which helped him begin to heal and 
envision a positive future.

He talked to KPS educators about Gruwell’s 
transformation as a teacher, once she began to 
reach out to her students through popular culture. 
She brought the works of Tupac Shakur and Snoop 

Dogg into the classroom and used the words of rap-
pers to inspire her students. He urged teachers to, 
“Humble yourself and become a student of your 
students.”

Learning about students, their families and their 
cultures provides valuable insights and in roads 
that can help teachers make their lessons more 
valuable and meaningful for students. 

And while lesson plans and curriculum are im-
portant, so is listening and building relationships, 
he said. “All kids need grit but so many kids need 
healing first. Help them heal and you’ll help them 
flourish.”

When he doubted he could go on to college be-
cause of his trauma and struggles, Gurwell didn’t 
allow him an easy way out and her encouragement 
was based on the foundation of their relationship.
She told him, “I’m not here for where you came 
from. I’m here for where you can go.”

Today, Scott is an in-demand speaker who 
spends hundreds of days a year on the road. He’s a 
licensed pilot, who earned his doctorate one class 
a year over 12 years. He’s been married for 21 years 
and has three children.

“When you see me, be reminded of your power. 
When that kid shows up, you can jump in front of 
that kid’s trajactory and change everything,” he told 
teachers. “I am not the exception. You can be the 
exception that changes everything for them.”

Dr. Manny Scott speaks at Loy Norrix.
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“Let’s create a future we can be 
proud to hand over to the 
next generation. The 
challenges we face and 
the ambitious growth we 
hope to achieve require 
experience and deep experience and deep 
passion for this work. 

I humbly ask for your vote 
on Tuesday, November 7.”

Experienced. 
Tested. 
Ready to Lead.

chrispraedel.com

Father of three
Kids enrolled in 
Kalamazoo Public Schools
Proud graduate of 
Kalamazoo Public Schools
and Western Michigan
UniversityUniversity
Former educator

Recipe
from the KPS Food Service, Chartwells

Peanut Butter Yogurt Dip w/Apples
Kirsten Strong, registered dietician                                                                                 Samuel Dunn, executive chef

HIS IS the most delicious three-ingredient fall
snack you will ever taste! It could even be a 

“on the healthier side” dessert. This dip tastes sim-
ilar to peanut butter cheesecake filling and when 
you pair it with sweet, crunchy apple slices, it’s a 
match made in heaven.

To jazz it up a bit, you could add cinnamon, hon-
ey, or peanuts. During October in Michigan, our 
beloved apples are plentiful. You can find a large 
variety of locally grown apples at the Kalamazoo 
Farmers Market through Nov. 18.

INGREDIENTS
1 cup Greek honey or 

vanilla yogurt
½ cup creamy peanut 

butter
2-3 apples, sliced

INSTRUCTIONS
Mix the peanut butter 
and yogurt together. 
Serve with cold, local 
apple slices. Enjoy!
Servings: 4-6
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NOTICE
Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all 
students and staff of any religion, race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy, 
gender identification, height, weight, 
familial status, marital status, sexual 
orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or 
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of 
religion, race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, pregnancy, gender identification, 
height, weight, familial status, marital 
status, sexual orientation, and disability 
in any of its activities, hiring practices, 
programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their 
parents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of School Improvement, 
Title I and Assessments
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:
Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF 
EDUCATION
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TiAnna Harrison

Vice President
Jermaine Jackson
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Maricela Alcala

Secretary
Karla Murphy

Trustee
Jennie Hill
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KPS
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Dr. Darrin Slade

Excelsior is mailed to every 
household in Kalamazoo.

For information about 
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(269) 383-4433



ALAMAZOO Public Schools Student Services
department has welcomed seven  Western 

Michigan University social work interns for the 2023-
24 school year. The interns met their field supervi-
sors in a luncheon at the Administration Building 
in August.

The interns will work with elementary students 
at Woodward, Edison, Spring Valley, Northeastern, 
Lincoln, Milwood, and Parkwood-Upjohn elementa-
ry schools. The partnership between KPS and WMU 
will help this cohort of young professionals launch 
their careers, while providing KPS students with ac-
cess to more mental health services. 

The social work interns are: Tianna Smith, Beyza 
Niefert, Raini Olson, Morgan Roesler, Ava Freeman, 
Bailey Carlson, and Trevor Wheeler. Their field 
supervisors will include Michelle Youngs, Andreea 
Frew, Linda Plair, Jennifer Smith, and Jose Garcia.

Extra funding from the state, grants, and local 
community agencies have meant the district can af-
ford to hire more staff to work directly with students 
who may need help.

Reuquiyah ‘Rikki’ Saunders, the director of spe-

Student Services Welcomes WMU Social Work Interns

cial education for KPS, said that the district’s goal is 
to contract with therapists to provide direct services 
to at least 360 students in the middle and high 
schools. The district has hired 24 therapists so far 
this year. Since the pandemic, the need for student 
support is as high as ever. These new hires will help 

address that need. 
The interns are a part of the effort to provide 

more SEL support for district students. The social 
work students may have the advantage of youth 
and as a result, “may connect better,” with KPS stu-
dents, Saunders said. 

Student Services has welcomed seven new social work interns for the 2023-24 school year. Pictured, from left: Tianna 
Smith, Beyza Niefert, Raini Olson, Morgan Roesler, Ava Freeman, and Bailey Carlson. Not pictured: Trevor Wheeler. Their field 
supervisors will include Michelle Youngs, Andreea Frew, Linda Plair, Jennifer Smith, and Jose Garcia.
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SOUTHWEST
MICHIGAN
CULTURAL
MEMBERSHIP
EXCHANGE

www.kiarts.org

www.kiarts.org

W.K. Kellogg
Bird Sanctuary

W.K. Kellogg Bird 
Sanctuary
& W.K. Kellogg 
Manor House

Six cultural institutions join together 
offering free admission to each 
other’s members all October!

Simply present your membership card 
from any one of these cultural sites to 
visit the others for free!
Fees may apply for classes and special attractions.

Visit three in October
& ENTER TO WIN PRIZES

Not a member yet?
Join Today!

OCTOBER 29TH

Learn More   swmimemberexchange.com

7www.kalamazoopublicschools.com  •  October 2023  •  Excelsior



T TAKES a lot of things to make a good school
music program: Great teachers, interested stu-
dents, supportive parents and instruments. 

Lots and lots of instruments. 
For many school districts that means relation-

ships with local private vendors who can rent and 
sell instruments to families. 

In Kalamazoo Public Schools, however, instru-
ments are cheaper and easier to get access to thanks 
to the district’s unique instrument storeroom with 
thousands of band and orchestra instruments — and 
the unique talents of instrument repair technician 
Tim Richmond, who many think is the only school-
based instrument repair technician in the state. 

Richmond has worked for KPS since 2001. Since 
then he has overseen KPS’s vast warehouse of dis-
trict instruments and their distribution to hundreds 
of students each year. For the past two decades he 
has personally tended to the many dents, dings, bro-
ken bridges, stuck mouth pieces and other injuries 
sustained by instruments through the years. 

The band geek who once thought about becoming 
a band director says he’s proud of the work he does 
and likes to think that he has been able to influence 
music in Kalamazoo Public Schools.

MUSIC WAS IN HIS FAMILY
Richmond grew up in the Flint area and attended 

Grand Blanc High School, where he played trumpet. 
Music was a family affair for Richmond. His mother 
was the keyboard player for their church, while his 
dad was the choir director. His six older siblings all 
sang or played instruments. 

He and one of his buddies used to hang around 
at a store called Sherm’s Instrument Repair in Flint. 
They asked if Sherm would teach them how to repair 
band instruments. “He said ‘no’,” Richmond said with 
a laugh. “But he gave us the name of a few schools, 
and that’s how we ended up going to the Redwing 
Area Vocational Technical Institute in Minnesota.”

In Redwing, students could major in band instru-
ments, which included woodwinds and brass; be-
come a luthier and specialize in string instruments; 
or learn piano repair. He went the band instrument 
route, although through the years he’s also learned 

Feature Story

quite a bit about repairing strings as well. 
“I’m glad I did it,” Richmond said. “It keeps you 

involved in music in your area, your community.”
And, repair technicians are in high demand. Even 

today, he estimates there are fewer than half a dozen 
repair technicians in the Kalamazoo area. 

After graduating from Redwing, he started his own 
instrument repair business with one of his brothers 
in the Flint area. He eventually answered a want ad 
for a repair technician to work for Marshall’s Music, 
which brought him to Kalamazoo and later to KPS. 

The Music (Instrument) Man

KPS’s Tim Richmond 
Helps Students  

Find Songs in the 
Key of Life
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SMALL STEPS
Success happens at the Y. 

BIG GOALS
This fall, build more than just muscle. 

With enriching programs, opportunities 
to connect to your community, and a 
supportive, knowledgeable sta�, the 

YMCA of Greater Kalamazoo has 
something for everyone. 

UNTIL 10/31/2023
$60 SAVINGS
0$Financial Assistance available.

For a better us.® kzooymca.org

Join today and save!

KEEPING KPS IN TUNE
KPS is unique in the K-12 musical landscape, Rich-

mond said. First, KPS has a huge inventory of instru-
ments. Richmond estimates the storeroom holds 
over 3,000 instruments divided evenly between band 
and string instruments. Not only does he manage 
the instruments, but he also oversees the music li-
brary and the practice books students use every year. 

Many districts, even larger districts like Grand 
Rapids Public Schools, do not have access to that 
number of instruments. Often, school districts will 
only invest in larger instruments such as upright 

basses or tubas, or specialty pieces that are harder 
for students to find. Students interested in pursuing 
music at school often must resort to renting instru-
ments from local music stores, which can be costly. 

“Our district strives to provide access to the arts 
and music classes. The cost of an instrument is one 
of the main barriers that prevents students from 
participating in band and orchestra ensembles. Our 
instrument program provides instruments at little-
to-no cost to families,” said Ryan Kasperski, the lead 
music teacher for KPS. 

“We encourage our KPS students to enroll in our 
music classes and take advantage of the instrument 

inventory we have available,” Kasperski said. The KPS 
orchestra program begins in fourth grade, the band 
program begins in sixth grade, and both programs 
continue through high school.

Instrument rentals can range from $25-$80 a 
month at some stores. KPS students are able to rent 
instruments from KPS for $60 for the entire year — 
and for families on free or reduced-price lunch that 
fee can be lowered or waived. 

“That’s unbelievably cheap,” Richmond said. “It’s 
amazing. The thing is that the rental money basically 
goes back into the program and updating instruments. 

Richmond trained on band instruments, but he’s taught 
himself basic string repair through the years.

Richmond tests a contra bass clarinet, which is twice the 
size of a standard bass clarinet.

The Music (Instrument) Man (continued on page 10)
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(continued on page 11)

Tim Richmond (continued from page 9)

The school district makes no money from the program.”
Currently, about 850 students borrow KPS instru-

ments for band or orchestra. That’s down from a pre-
Covid high of about 1,200 instruments. 

It saddens Richmond that more students are not 
taking advantage of music as they once did, but it’s un-
derstandable given the challenges of Covid and virtual 
learning — especially trying to learn music virtually.

“The problem is we lost kids during Covid. They 
don’t have as much of a desire to get into it,” he said. 
“But we’ve got a good crew of teachers. They’re going 
to build it back up. If you build it they will come, right?”

The second thing that makes KPS’s music program 
unique is Richmond himself. As the district instru-
ment repair technician, he keeps the instruments 
“running” so to speak. Even for other districts that 
own instruments, when it comes to taking care of the 
inventory, those districts often have to send instru-
ments out for repairs, which can be costly. 

“Tim Richmond is a gem, working behind the 
scenes to manage our district instrument invento-
ry, applying his specialized training to service and 
repair instruments to ensure they are available and 

in working condition for our students,” Kasperski 
said. “His continued dedication to Kalamazoo Public 
Schools allows our district to provide an innovative 
instrument program unlike any other.”

Every instrument is serviced when it is returned 
at the end of the year. Richmond handles every-
thing from cleaning brass instruments that can be-

Tim Richmond shows one of the bridges he has on hand. 
This one fits a bass.

Bows wait for KPS musicians.
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Free family swag bag 
for the 1st 100 families 

who pre-register. 
Walk-ins welcome.  

For questions, please contact 
MCQSWFamilynight@kresa.org

Family Night

Join us for

An exciting hands-on experience for 
families to explore careers and engage 
with the community!

What to expect: 
• Learn from local employers 
• Discover tools & resources to support career 

conversations at home 
• Experience the community debut of the Discovery Lab
• Enjoy giveaways and family fun  

Event Details: 
• DATE: Tuesday, October 24th 
• TIME: 3:30-6:00 p.m.
• LOCATION: Kalamazoo County Expo Center 

(2900 Lake St. Kalamazoo, MI 49048)
• Event open to the public
• Spanish, French, Arabic and ASL interpreters 

available at the event

Tim Richmond (continued from page 10)

come corroded from saliva to soldering joints and 
fixing stuck mouth pieces. 

“And dent work,” Richmond said. “All kinds of 
dent work.”

The instrument storeroom is one of those magi-
cal places filled with stuff. Rows and rows of instru-
ments, of course, but more interestingly are all of the 
parts of instruments. Some are in tidy stacks and 
rows and drawers. But there are also shelves stuffed 
with broken instruments that are beyond repair — 
but not beyond usefulness. Richmond keeps spares 
around to harvest for parts — a neck, a button miss-
ing from a clarinet, an odd-shaped valve. 

He’ll admit that not all of the instruments in the 
school district’s inventory are perfect, there are a 
few “clunkers” in the mix. 

But with his attention and care, “they’re all in 
playable condition when they go out of this space to 
students. Everybody has the chance to do their best 
in playing an instrument.”

The instrument graveyard, which Richmond uses for spare 
parts.

¡Una experiencia práctica emocionante para que las familias exploren carreras e interactúen con la comunidad! 

Que esperar:
➤ Aprender de los empleadores locales
➤ Descubrir herramientas y recursos para respaldar las conversaciones sobre 

carreras en casa
➤ Experimentar el debut comunitario del Discovery Lab
➤ Disfrutar de obsequios y diversión familiar

Detalles del evento:
➤ FECHA: Martes 24 de octubre
➤ HORA: 3:30-6:00 p.m.
➤ UBICACIÓN: Kalamazoo County Expo Center (2900 Lake St., Kalamazoo, MI 49048)
➤ Evento abierto al público
➤ Intérpretes de Español, Francés, Árabe y ASL estarán disponibles en el evento 

Bolsa Familiar gratis para las primeras 100 familias que se pre inscriban. Se admiten visitas sin cita previa. 
Registrar aqui https://kresa.tfaforms.net/122

Si tiene preguntas, comuniquese con MCQSWFamilynight@kresa.org.
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ON THE FRONT COVER: WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) leaders Braden O’Rourke, Evan Woods, 
Georgia Jones, and Leah Kucharzyk welcome students to Linden Grove.

Cover

First Day of School and  
Back to School Celebrations

Loy Norrix cheerleaders warm up before the 2023 staff convocation.

Sophia Horein rushes to join friends at Arcadia Elementary School on 
the first day of the school year.

Northeastern kindergartener 
Emonii Burnett and her 
mom, Tiesha Burnett pose 
after a successful first day of 
kindergarten.

Dr. Tamiko Garrett from Communities 
in Schools helps Amarion Bradley 
figure out his class assignment at 
Milwood Elementary School.

Loy Norrix cheerleader Imani Hobson poses for a picture with Prairie Ridge 
student Onyx Johnson at the 2023 all-staff convocation at Miller Auditorium. 
Onyx was there with his father Jahdal Johnson, who was working the event as 
D.J. Conscious.

Woodward School secretary Laura Flegel provides a warm welcome to 
students, from left, Armani Stansbury, Bernard Jackson and Christian Jackson, 
who holds his dog Nugget.

Carlito Gordon, Zaire Smith and Hudson Labrecque, pose by Milwood 
Elementary school’s new gaga pit on the first day of school.
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Show Dates
Friday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 28, 3 and 7 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 29, 3 p.m.

Tickets: $5 adults, $3 students
available at the door at

Maple Street Magnet School

Northglade Montessori teaching assistant Margie Coleman 
welcomes Jameson Tuwey to third grade on Aug. 28.

Cynthia Ivens is all smiles as she meets new 
superintendent Dr. Darrin Slade on the first 
day of school at Arcadia Elementary.

Kalamazoo Central students, from left, Janiya 
Berry, NaKirra Moore, and Kennedy Hudson 
show off their Giant smiles on the first day of 
the new school year.

Kalamazoo Central’s Sidney Mack, Paris Thomas, Sebastian Mays, Braylin Rabb, 
London Rabb and Bridgette Andrzejewski start the new year with a group photo.

Thank you to Kalamazoo 
Department of Public Safety 
officers Joshua Pena and 
Emily Hahn for stopping by 
to help Lincoln International 
Studies School celebrate 
the first day of school.

Charlie Bare, Riley Bare, Caleb McClendon and Ethan Alvarez wait for the 
start of school at Linden Grove Middle School.

A’elisa Welbaum and 
ZaNyah Cole were pretty in 
pink — and a pink backpack 
— on the first day of school 
at Lincoln International 
Studies School.
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REGISTER NOW!
CLASSES START  

SEPT. 20 AND OCT. 6 

STAND OUT.
START HERE.

www.kvcc.edu/register

Janine VanStee
Instruction and Student 
Services
Special Education 
Coordinator

Diane Venzant-Baker
Spring Valley Center for 
Exploration
Teacher

Lynn Weller
Northeastern Elementary
Teacher

Linda White
Varied
Food Service Cook

Donald Woodruff
Facilities
Facilities Management

Leroy Green 
Milwood Elementary
Behavior Specialist
(In Memoriam)

Nathan Danis
Kalamazoo Central High Sch.
Social Studies Teacher

Douglas Duncan
Prairie Ridge Elementary
Art Teacher

Erik Eldred
Milwood Magnet School
School Psychologist

Gwendolyn Evans
Phoenix High School 
Teacher

Thank You to the 2023 KPS Retirees For Years of Service
ALAMAZOO Public Schools would like to acknowl-
edge the contributions and dedication of the 

following employees, who retired this spring. Retir-
ees were honored with a reception at the end of the 
school year. Thank you to these employees whose 
work helped support, nurture and educate the stu-
dents of Kalamazoo Public Schools. 

Susan Bennett
Winchell Elementary
Library Assistant

Patricia Bolton
Woods Lake Elementary
Math Teacher

Yonee Bryank-Kuiphoff
Linden Grove Middle School
Science Teacher

Charlene Cromwell 
Indian Prairie Elementary
Teacher

Michael Free
Milwood Elementary
Custodian

Sherri Giggy
Instruction & Student 
Services
Instructional Secretary

Michael Gillen
Linden Grove Middle School
Teacher

Colleen Greeley
Tech Services
Tech Services Supervisor

Kimberly Hancox
Facilities Management
Supervisory Tech Secretary

Hania Hussein
Maple Street Magnet School
ESL Teacher

Tina Jackson
Milwood Magnet School
Lead Secretary

Glenda Jones
Woods Lake Elementary
Assistant Principal

Laila Kalnins
Kalamazoo Area Math and 
Science Center
Teacher

Christine Kurtz
Spring Valley Center for 
Exploration
PEEP Teacher

Pamela Landis
Loy Norrix High School
Library Assistant

Anne Lewis
Kalamazoo Area Math and 
Science Center
Teacher

Joan Loahner
Winchell Elementary
Fifth Grade Teacher

Mary Mazei
El Sol Elementary 
Teacher

David Meisling
Linden Grove Middle School
Custodian

Tanya Pratt
Milwood Magnet School 
Paraprofessional

Scott Spada
Kalamazoo Central High 
School 
Teacher

Karen Sutton
Lincoln International 
Studies School
Teacher
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ADVISORY TO ALL PARENTS
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Kalamazoo Public Schools has adopted an In-
tegrated Pest Management program. Inherent with 
this are the District’s efforts to reduce the use of 
chemical pesticide(s) as much as possible. While it 
may occasionally be necessary to apply a pesticide, 
they will only be used as a last resort.

You have the right to be informed prior to any 
pesticide application made to the school buildings 
and grounds. In certain emergencies, pesticides 
may be applied without prior notice, but you can be 

provided notice following any such application. To 
receive notification, please complete the following 
information and submit to your child’s school.

Should you have any questions or concerns 
about pest management within your child’s school, 
please feel free to contact Karen Jackson, Executive 
Supervisor/Facilities Management, at (269) 337-
0400. Thank you for helping us with this matter.

To receive notification, please fill out the fol-
lowing form and return it to your child’s school.

PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION REQUEST • 2023/2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Name of School:

Student’s (Child’s) Name:

Street Address:	 City:	 Zip Code:

Daytime Phone:	 Evening Phone:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Please Check One:
I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment inside of the building.
I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment on the outside grounds of the school.
Both of the above.

Parent/Guardian Signature	 Date

Please report any change of schools or address to Karen Jackson at (269) 337-0400.

Important 
AHERA Notice

All Kalamazoo Public Schools Asbestos Haz-
ard Emergency Response (AHERA) Manage-
ment Plans are available for review by parents/
guardians and employees of Kalamazoo Public 
Schools. They may be reviewed by: 

1.	Contacting individual buildings, where 
each Plan is located in the administrative 
office and may be reviewed there during 
school hours, or

2.	Contacting Karen Jackson, at the Office of 
Facilities Management, 600 W. Vine Street, 
(269) 337-0400. 

The district has completed six-month pe-
riodic surveillance, as required under the 
AHERA guidelines, which reassessed all areas 
of known or assumed asbestos materials to 
determine if a change has taken place. The re-
sults of the inspections have been added to 
the current AHERA Management Plans.
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