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Anything Is Possible in the New Year

"M THE new kid in town.

And, I'm just being honest with
you, it can be hard to be the new
kid. No one knows you. Everyone
is pointing and talking — until you
come into the room and then they're
just looking. And the

Dr. Darrin Slade

A Message hardest time to be
from the the new kid is at the
Superintendent

start of the school
year.

Why is that hard?
Because in addition
to being new and
trying to figure out
who everybody s,
you have to learn
your way around

P

the school, what the
classes are like, what to eat in the
cafeteria, what the rules are, what
the fight song is. You have to figure

out what sports you're going to try
out for — and you need a plan to
ace the science test and become the
captain of the team.

All said, there’s a lot of work to
do when you're the new kid in town.
But as difficult as that can be, it can
also be the most exciting time be-
cause everything is new and any-
thing is possible.

Anything is possible.

Especially in a great school dis-
trict like Kalamazoo Public Schools.

| have never been in a commu-
nity with so many resources, with
such a large number of community
partners, with such strong support
from community members who give
their time and financial support,
and with a tremendous opportunity
like The Kalamazoo Promise. These
are things that other school districts

wish they had for their students.

This is also a district with a highly
committed school board, a dedicat-
ed staff of talented teachers, admin-
istrators, and support personnel.
This is a team that wants to do its
best for its students.

This is also a school district that
can do more — has to do more — for
Kalamazoo's children.

Our graduation rates are good
for some subgroups, but those
numbers need to improve for all
groups. There are some students
who attend school on a regular ba-
sis, but we need more children at
their desks every day, because we
know you can't learn if you aren’t
in school. This is a district that en-
gages some students, but we need
every student to find the activity,
the relationship, the way of learn-

ing that keeps them coming back
excited to learn every day. This is
a district that has to expand op-
portunities for students, parents,
and community members to be
involved with each other and their
schools.

I know these things take hard
work. | know that we need to coop-
erate. | know that parents and the
community must be a part of the
discussion, the changes, and the
work that lies ahead. | know that |
am the new kid in town and some-
times my ideas and approach-
es will take getting used to. But |
also know what KPS is capable of,
what our students are capable of,
and what we can achieve. | look
forward to working with you to
achieve these goals.

Have a great 2023-24 KPS.

STAY WARM THIS WINTER. CHECK YOUR FURNACE TODAY.

"

L1 COMMUNITY
OMEWORKS

Checking your furnace early can save you from making
an emergency service call this winter. If you find

your furnace is in need of repair or replacement,
Community Homeworks is here to help! We offer

no or low-cost support to income eligible

homeowners in the City of Kalamazoo,
Call or email us today to see if you are

gligible at (269) 99

info@communityhomewor
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homeowners, such as plumbing
Visit CommunityHomews

? g -
Thiz activity is brought to you in portnership with the City of Kelemazoo and
sugport fram ather grant funding partners.
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KPS Board of Education Selects Takisha Johnson to Fill Trustee Vacancy

HE KALAMAZOO PublicSchoolsBoard of Education
unanimously selected Takisha Johnson to fill its
trustee vacancy in a special board meeting Aug. 3.

Johnson is the founder of the Young Kings and
Queens Inc, a Kalamazoo nonprofit dedicated to
providing young people between the ages of 13 and
19 with life skills to become successful and to ex-
pand their cultural opportunities. She is also a for-
mer educator and is a community volunteer with ex-
perience in fundraising and program development.

Johnson holds degrees in psychology, sociology
and accounting and has experience as a business
owner.

She will serve the remainder of the term of Me-
gan Maddock, who announced her resignation from
the board July 20. Maddock has moved to Ann Arbor
for employment. Maddock was elected in 2020 to a
six-year term, from January 2021 to Dec. 31, 2026. Be-
cause of state law, Johnson's appointment will run
through Dec. 31, 2024. A trustee will be elected to fill
the remainder of the term in the November 2024
general election.

The board reviewed 14 applications for the po-

New board trustee Takisha Johnson.

AllFAges

Learn more at kpl.gov

T'HE CHALICE OF THE GODS

Gliadesi6Eil2

Tuesday, September 12 | 4 pm | Central/Teen Studio
A new club to promote literacy and freedom of expression
through the celebration of banned books.

sition during a special board meeting Aug. 2 and
selected four candidates to interview. One appli-
cant declined to continue the process because of a
scheduling conflict.

“I would help to build positive relationships with
community partners to better use available re-
sources to serve our youth,” Johnson said in her ap-
plication. “I will ensure youth voices are at the table
whether in person or by survey of sorts to ensure
we are truly serving their best interests.”

Board President TiAnna Harrison thanked ev-
eryone who applied to fill the vacancy and for the
community’s support during the past few months
of transition.

“The members of the board would like to ac-
knowledge that our task of overseeing the district
is made easier by the tremendous support of the
community,” Harrison said. “We are grateful for the
number of extremely qualified applicants who ex-
pressed interest in serving on the board. We look
forward to working with Takisha Johnson and uti-
lizing her skills as a youth advocate to enhance the
educational opportunities for all of our students.”

)1 Kalamazoo

-4 PublicLibrary
kpl.gov
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Academically Talented Youth Program Info Sessions Available for Families

ESTERN Michigan University’s Academically
Talented Youth Program (ATYP) teaches high
school content to qualifying middle schoolers.
Beginning in seventh or eighth grade, ATYP stu-
dents come to class on WMU's campus one or two
afternoons a week to participate in accelerated
classes in math and English.

Tuition for these classes is paid by the public
schools, with families paying a per-semester regis-
tration fee that is waived if the student qualifies for
free or reduced lunch.

Students can enroll in ATYP after receiving qual-
ifying scores on a high school-level exam. Students
can also qualify by submitting a portfolio.

NOW ACCEPTING 2023 NOMINATIONS
UNTIL OCTOBER 10TH!

'COMMUNITY |/

c_

WHAT’S

Do you know someone who is a leader in the
arts, volunteers their time in the arts, or is a
talented youth with a promising future in the
arts, or building an exceptional body of work?
Or perhaps you know of a local business that
consistently supports or advocates for our local
arts scene? If so please nominate them for a
2023 Community Arts Award!

View all of the award categories and make your
nomination on the Community Arts Awards
page on our website.

The Awards Ceremony will take place on
Tuesday, December 5th at the Gull Lake Center

for the Fine Arts. m

arts council
of greater kalamazoo

Arts Council
of Greater

Kalamazoo

Bachelor of Science in
Health Administration

e Courses in both the College of
Health and Human Services and
the Haworth College of Business

« General Business minor with no
extra courses

» Required internship to help you
be career-ready at graduation

Business
mindset.

WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY

Health care
passion.
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Families learn about ATYP from informational
meetings offered in the fall of each year; testing
occurs during the winter months, and students are
notified of eligibility in the spring.

Families can attend an informational meeting
to learn more about the program at 4 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 12, at WMU. A complete list of all presentation
dates, times, and locations is at www.wmich.edu/
precollege/atyp/qualifying.

ATYP also offers an AP Computer Science class,
available to any student who has completed Algebra 1.

Visit www.wmich.edu/precollege/atyp for more
information about the program, or
feel free to contact the ATYP office
by email at atyp-info@wmich.edu or
by phone at (269) 387-3553.

Loy Norrix Class of 1983
Plans 40th Reunion

HE LOY NORRIX High School Class of 1983 will be
holding a reunion weekend Oct. 6-8.

The weekend will include an Oct. 6 tour of Loy
Norrix, a tailgate party at Milham Park, participation
in the Loy Norrix High School homecoming parade,
and attending the LNHS 2023 homecoming game
and an afterparty.

Saturday, Oct. 7 will include a golf outing and the
highlight of the weekend — a party and dance from
7-10 p.m. at the Radisson Plaza Hotel in downtown
Kalamazoo. Tickets are $60 a person.

Festivities wrap up with brunch on Oct. 8.

e _ 1 H =Nl

For more information on all
reunion events, visit LNHS83.com.
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EDUCAT'ON Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all
. students and staff of any religion, race,

President

TiAnna Harrison gender identification, height, weight,
familial status, marital status, sexual
orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of
religion, race, color, national origin, age,

Vice President
Jermaine Jackson

Trustee
Maricela Alcala

Trustee N

Jennie Hill sex, pregnancy, gender identification,
height, weight, familial status, marital

Trustee status, sexual orientation, and disability

Takisha Johnson in any of its activities, hiring practices,
programs or services.

Trustee Inquiries by students and/or their

Karla Murphy

Trustee

Patti Sholler-Barber Director of School Improvement,

Title | and Assessments
Kalamazoo Public Schools
KPS 1220 Howard St.
SUPERI NTENDENT Kalamazoo, MI 49008

_ (269) 337-0161
Dr. Darrin Slade All other inquiries should be directed to:
Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

Excelsior is mailed to every
household in Kalamazoo.

For information about
advertising, please call
Encore Magazine:

(269) 383-4433

color, national origin, age, sex, pregnancy,

parents/guardians should be directed to:

Serving Your Community Since 1944

FRIENDLY MARKETS
Over $1,000,000 Donated to Our Communites!

EARN MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL,
CHURCH, OR FAVORITE NON-PROFIT
EVERY TIME YOU SHOP AT
HARDING'S MARKETS!

from the KPS Food Service, Chartwells

T'S SEPTEMBER in Michigan and that means sweet
corn is abundant and delicious! If you are looking
for a way to change up how you serve corn, try this
Mexican street corn salad or dip. This trendy dish is
sweet, citrusy, creamy, and crunchy, with a spicy kick.
It has it all and is sure to please!

INGREDIENTS

4 cups corn (cut fresh
from the cob is
recommended, but
canned or frozen will
work)

1 tablespoon avocado oil
(or any plant oil)

> red bell pepper, diced

4 red onion, diced

1jalapeno, seeded and
finely chopped

/> cup cilantro, chopped

2 cup Greek yogurt

1 large lime, juiced
(about 3 tablespoons)

1 teaspoon salt

/2 teaspoon chili powder

/2 teaspoon cumin

/2 teaspoon smoked
paprika

/3 cup crumbled cotija
cheese, plus more for
sprinkling on top. If
you don't have cotija,
parmesan cheese can
be substituted.

SMALL STEPS
BIG GOALS /

Success happens atthe Y.

This fall, build more than just muscle.
With enriching programs, opportunities
to connect to your community, and a
supportive, knowledgeable staff, the
YMCA of Greater Kalamazoo has
something for everyone.
Financial Assistance available. ¢

@430

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Heat a large skillet with
oil over high heat. Once
hot, add corn. Char corn
slightly so it has a roasted
flavor and some browned
bits. This will take

about 4-6 minutes, toss
occasionally. Pour into a
large bowl and let cool.
2. Prepare the peppers,
onion, and cilantro

by chopping. Once
chopped, add them to
the bowl with the corn.

3. In a small bowl, whisk
together Greek yogurt,
lime juice, salt, chili
powder, cumin, and
paprika. Stir in cheese.
&4, Add yogurt sauce to
bowl and stir to combine
well.

5. Top with more cheese
and cilantro to taste and
serve as a side or as a
dip with tortilla chips.
Store in the refrigerator
for up to five days.

JOINER'S FEE

i’-tq "'3'. Join today and save!

For a better us.®

kzooymca.org

$60 SAVINGS
UNTIL 9/30/2023
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NEW YOUTH CLASSES
STARTING SOON!
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Students Are the
Stars of ‘We Are
Kalamazoo Artists’
Installationin
Bronson Park

KPS lead art teacher Mandy Clearwaters, in red, works
with volunteers to position the first photo for the
“Inside Out” project.

.-__ ‘E:mﬂ'-ﬁl“: i :1..}- ._',

LMOST 1,000 Kalamazoo Public Schools students’
portraits were featured in “We Are Kalama-
700 Artists,” an installation that was part of
the international “Inside Out” art project.
It was held in conjunction with the school district’s
annual Bronson Park Outdoor Art Show, which ran
May 19-31.

“Inside Out Project” is a participatory art plat-
form created by the French artist known as JR. “In-
side Out” allows everyone to share their untold

o

Drone footage by KPS tech services’ Jacob Cieslak shows the completed
“Inside Out” project in Bronson Park.

stories by creating a work of public art. Since 2011,
more than 400,000 people from 149 countries and
territories have participated in the project.
Students’ faces — smiling, laughing, thinking,
frowning, squinting — were the focus of the display of
black-and-white portraits that lined the interior side-
walks of Bronson Park. The exhibition was organized
by KPS lead art teacher Mandy Clearwaters.
The portraits, which were about 3 feet by 4%
(continued on page 7)

Michael Moore, a Winchell Elementary
student, finds his portrait among the almost
1,000 images in Bronson Park.

::‘_il_.l'
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F

THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
HOMER STRYKER M.D. SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Comprehensive Patient-Centered
Primary and Specialty Care

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - 269.337.4600

WMED
HEALTH

wmed.edu

Find us on Facehook @WMedHealth
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'Kalamazoo Artists’ (con: frompg. 6) 2023-2024 School Calendar

through winter break®
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WHATEVERIS

NEXT

For Grand Valley students, next is opportunity
and innovation. Next is global, connecting and
uniting us. It’s local, shaping the spaces in which
we work and live. It’s a commitment to progress.
Next is where minds are free to imagine what
could be. At GVSU, next is now. And whatever’s
next for you, we will help you get there.

GRANDVALLEY
gvsu.edu/next STATE UNIVERSITY,

Winchell Elementary student Charlie Liberty poses with his
portrait in the “Inside Out” art project.
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Kalamazoo Math

and Science Institute
Continues to

Expand Minds and
Opportunities

ORE STUDENTS, more field trips, more
opportunities to explore science
through hands-on activities.

Now in its third year, the Kalama-
z00 Math and Science Institute has
continued to expand its learning opportu-
nities for rising Kalamazoo Public Schools
ninth graders.

This year, the intensive math and science pro-
gram expanded to five weeks — having started as
a one-week pilot in 2021 — and provided students
with five field trips — to the City of Kalamazoo Water
Reclamation Plant, the Kalamazoo Valley Community
College Food Hub and Innovation Center, Kalamazoo
County's River Oaks Park, the Kalamazoo Nature Cen-
ter, and The Kalamazoo Promise Building — where

students participated in science in their community
with a focus on water quality in the Kalamazoo area,
said Kristen Miller, the KPS math and science coordi-
nator, who helped design the program.

Students worked with drones and Sphero robots,
and studied water quality and the health of the Ka-
lamazoo River and its surrounding environments,
testing for dissolved oxygen levels and examining
biodiversity among macroinvertebrates. Students
also studied the health of environments for Mon-
arch butterflies and studied the issue of stormwa-
ter runoff.

Inari Powell and Tyree Burton work with Kalamazoo Tejashreya Dantu examines a specimen with
College biology student Katie Rock to collect macro- a Foldscope, a portable microscope.
invertebrates at River Oaks Park.

n Excelsior - August 2023 - www.kalamazoopublicschools.com



KMSI students study specimens from the Kalamazoo
River tributary at the Kalamazoo Nature Center.

Adonai Adewale checks to see what interesting
specimens landed in his net as he collects water
samples at the Kalamazoo Nature Center.

Ethan Katz, who will be a freshman at Kalamazoo
Central in the fall, said he was attracted to the pro-
gram because he wanted to earn the half credit in
science that the program offers, but “I also thought
it would be fun learning and | want to know more
about science”

KMSI is a collaborative effort between KPS and
the Michigan Colleges Alliance, a consortium of the
14 top private colleges in the state. KPS teachers
Megan Doorlag and Susan Oesterle designed this

year's program with Jason Raddatz from Marshall
Public Schools, who works with MCA.

The program helps prepare rising ninth graders
for the rigors of high school — especially in the ar-
eas of biology and algebra, Raddatz said. “Those
seem to be tricky stumbling points for kids when it
comes to graduating from high school and moving
on to college,” he said.

Raddatz said to find success students really have
to learn how to work together with people they may
not know.

Cinthya Martinez, Anthony Boy, and Ethan Katz present
their research on pollution in the Kalamazoo River to a
group of parents and educators.

“It's a high-stakes, academically rigorous pro-
gram but you can see kids are having fun doing it
Raddatz said. “That's the difference when you're
able to take kids outside of the traditional class-
room environment and mix them with peers with
similar interests”

Doorlag said what makes KMSI unique is that it
affords students that rare chance “to try out real
scientific research before they even get into high
school” Students not only work with scientific in-
struments while following the scientific process,
but they also work alongside college professors
and students, “which opens the door to real, natural
conversations about college”

The field trips were essential learning experi-
ences, because “the KMSI scholars became more
knowledgeable about their community and how
science impacts it," Doorlag said.

Miller said the hope is to grow the program over
the next few years and to increase student partic-
ipation.

Oesterie said the learning opportunities go far
beyond math and science skills.

“They also develop many soft skills that are so
necessary for their futures, such as problem solv-
ing, effective communication, teamwork, leader-
ship, adaptability, time management, creativity and
negotiation skills.”

ON THE FRONT COVER:

Science teacher Megan Doorlag shows, from left,
Annika Freeman-Piper, Tejashreya Dantu and Ethan
Katz how to measure soil pH levels at River Oaks Park.

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com - September 2023 - Excelsior n



KPS Grads in Action

Naomi Johnson Will Teach Art Where She Learned Art

HEN NEW art teacher Naomi Johnson walked
into her classroom at Northeastern Elemen-
tary School, she glanced up and saw a famil-
iar image: A ceiling tile that she painted as a

young Northeastern student.

“It's still hanging in the room where
I'm going to be teaching,” she said. “It's
like a full circle moment”

Johnson, 24, attended Northeast-
ern and Linden Grove Middle School
and graduated from Kalamazoo Cen-
tral High School in 2017. She double
majored in professional writing and
graphic design from Michigan State
University in 2021. She is working with
Michigan Teachers of Tomorrow to
earn her teaching certification.

Johnson earned 100 percent of The
Kalamazoo Promise. That gift was es-
sential to her ability to attend college.

Naomi Johnson's ceiling tile in Northeastern ) Ifitwasn t'forThe Kalamazoo Prom-
Elementary School. ise, | wouldn't have gone to college. | | Naomijohnson

&LEGE FARNY

NIGHT 2023 ¢ 7eoem

Speak with more than LOCATED AT
50 college and university Kalamazoo Valley Community College
representatives. Learn about Texas Township Campus

scholarships, student loans and 6767 West O Avenue Ka la maZOOVALLEYTM

other types of financial aid. Kalamazoo, MI 49009 ,
community college

For more information, visit www.kvcc.edu/collegenight WESTERN MicHIGAN UNIVERSITY
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Naomi Johnson Will Teach Art Where She Learned Art (continued from page 10)

don’t come from a family that has trust funds and
savings accounts,” she said. “Without the Promise,
all of my academic success would not be a thing.

“l wanted to come back and be a part of the
movement to help kids make something of them-
selves.”

She's been working as a communications coordi-
nator for Western Michigan University’s Seita Schol-
ars program, which provides supports for students
coming out of the foster care system. She had al-
ways thought about working for a large graphic de-
sign firm and living in a big city “with a lot of hustle
and bustle.” But, after she had her daughter Luna in
2022, her goals shifted.

“I wanted a job serving a strong purpose,” John-
son said. “I still love making art and | want a job
that will allow me to create, but | don’t want to work
for a big company and focus on making them mon-
ey. I'd rather work a job where it's more purposeful
and it's helping people.

“I'd rather work at job helping kids and working

in the same community that | grew up in”
She will be dividing her teaching time between
Northeastern and Lincoln International Studies
School, which is down the
“l'want to help kids  street from where she grew
figure out what they up.
love — even if it isn't
art. | want to get to

No one is more thrilled
that she will be teaching at
Northeastern than Al Harris,

Fh_e bottom of what the longtime Northeastern
itis that comes art teacher, who calls John-
to them naturally son one of the most talent-
and to help them ed students out of the 4,000
find that within he worked with.

themselves” “She’s probably in the

Top 20 as far as art talent,
said Harris, who still lives and paints in Kalamazoo.
He has a show up at Soul Artistry in downtown Kalam-
azoo through September. “She’s on her own course.
She's in a neighborhood that she grew up in. She'll
probably see kids or nieces and nephews of people
that she knows. | think it's going to be fun for her”

';_.._.
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PANELS OFF
MON'I'H!

Sept. Sept.

30

Visit in the month of September to see behind some panels

of YOUR most beloved aircrafi!
CORSAIR - B-25 - HELLCAT -

INCLUDED WITH ADMISSION
& FREE TO AIR ZOO MEMBERS!

6151 Portage Rd. Portage, MI 49002
Exit 78 off of 1-94 | 269.382.6555

MALLARD - T-6 - P-39 AND MANY MORE!

LEARN MORE AT

"AIR#ZOO"
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A izt

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com - September 2023 -

Johnson said that Harris was one of her most
memorable teachers and definitely inspired her art
career. As for her teaching career, she cites another
teacher who had an influence, her favorite middle
school teacher Steve Leland, who is now the KPS
administrative personnel officer and interviewed
Johnson for her teaching position.

“When he called me, it was just another sign that
I made the right choice coming back home and be-
ing a teacher,” she said. “I had no idea I'd end up
being placed at the school | used to go to”

As an artist, she said she loves the freedom of
expression that comes with exploring your creativi-
ty. “With art there is no right or wrong answer. | love
being able to express myself the way that | want. It's
always something different.

“I want to help kids figure out what they love —
even if it isn't art. | want to get to the bottom of
what it is that comes to them naturally and to help
them find that within themselves. Art can open you
up to that, to figuring out who you are.”
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a. Become More You.

Eastern Michigan University is dedicated to
nurturing your individuality and empowering you to
be the best version of yourself.

Situated in the vibrant heart of Southeast Michigan,
you will have unparalleled access to internships, job
prospects, cultural events, and entertainment.

Picture yourself in newly renovated housing,
complete with air conditioning and enhanced Wi-Fi,
surrounded by individuals who are passionate about
learning, growing, and making lasting connections.

Ready to experience the unique advantages of EMU?
Visit our website or contact our admissions team to
learn more. emich.edu
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New Administrators, Administrative Moves for 2023-24 School Year

Anthony Barnes
Secondary Coordinator of Special
Education
Student Services

Barnes transitioned to the Sec-
ondary Special Education Coordinator
¥ position during the summer of 2023
. after serving as a special education
teacher at Hillside Middle School
since 2016. He earned a bachelor of science degree in spe-
cial education in the areas of cognitive impairments and
learning disabilities; and a master’s degree in special ed-
ucation administration from Western Michigan University.

Barnes has served in many roles during his career with
KPS, including serving as Hillside's special education de-
partment lead teacher, the Hillside School Improvement
Team chair, and a member of the KPS Student Code of
Conduct committee. He is a member of the Michigan
Board of Speech and Language Pathology.

Dr. April Enicks
Elementary Coordinator of Special
Education
Student Services

Enicks earned a bachelor of sci-
ence in education with a major in
Spanish and minors in math, sci-
ence, and elementary education; a

: master’s degree in special education

Wlth certification in emotional impairments and learning
disabilities; and a doctorate in education with a focus in
educational leadership and special education. Most re-
cently, she served as a special education supervisor for
National Heritage Academies for 10 years, and prior to
that she taught for six years at the Woodward School and
Milwood Magnet School for Technology and Research.

She has been an adjunct instructor at Western Michi-
gan University, is a Nonviolent Crisis Prevention Institute
(CPI) trainer, and has presented at the local, state, and
national level on key topics in special education.

Gloria Foster-Wimbley
Assistant Principal
' Kalamazoo Central High School
Foster-Wimbley has more than 16
years of experience as a KPS educa-
tor, including as principal of Hillside
Middle School from 2007 to 2012, as
an administrator with Teaching and
: Learning Services, and as an assis-
tant prlnapal for the last 10 years. She previously was a
math teacher at Kalamazoo Central and a middle school
principal with Three Rivers Community Schools.
She has a bachelor of science in secondary education
and teaching and a master of arts in educational leader-
ship and administration.

Dr. Angela Justice
Interim Director of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Professional
| Development
' Since November 2013, Justice
has been the Coordinator of English
Language Arts, Social Studies, Li-
brary Services for Kalamazoo Public
Schools. She held that position as
an interim for one year before her appointment. Prior to
that, Justice was the district literacy/numeracy coach and
spent five years as a reading specialist at Lincoln Interna-
tional Studies School, where she taught every grade level
and mentored new teachers.

She has bachelor, master and doctoral degrees from

LE G YWGCEK

Free, An All-Ages, Multimedia S.T.EEA.M. Exhibit
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htt_és://artcenterufbattlecreek.arg/be-q{wé:cer-heru-2023/

Western Michigan University. Her doctorate is in education
and human development. She holds her specialist certifi-
cation in educational leadership from Oakland University.

Nina LeSuer

Interim Coordinator of
English Language Arts, Social
Studies, and Library Services

LeSuer is a 28-year educator with
experience in Louisiana, Minnesota,
and Michigan. She has a bachelor of
arts in early childhood and elemen-
tary education from Xavier University
of Louisiana and a master of education in curriculum and
instruction from the University of Minnesota.

She started her career in KPS in 2007 as a third grade
teacher at Lincoln International Studies School. Other po-
sitions she has held in KPS include kindergarten teacher
and data coach at Washington Writers’ Academy, School
Improvement Team/leadership team chair at Washington,
elementary summer school literacy coach, mentor teach-
er, and K-5 district literacy coach since 2020.

Aaron Mason
Intern Assistant Principal
King-Westwood Elementary School
Mason is joining King-Westwood
Elementary School as an intern as-
sistant principal for the 2023-24
school year. He earned a bachelor of
l science degree in elementary edu-
cation with minors in language arts
and social studies, and a master’s degree in educational
leadership at Western Michigan University. Before coming
to King-Westwood, he served as a fourth grade ELA/social
(continuted on page 14)
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New Administrators, Administrative Moves (continued from page 13)

studies/writing teacher, fourth grade science/social stud-
ies teacher, and fifth grade science/social studies teacher
at Washington Writers’ Academy for 10 years.

He has been a leadership team member, Multi-Tiered
System of Support team chair, crisis team member, mem-
ber of the improvement grant team, ELA upper elementa-
ry lead, and grade level lead at Washington.

Tammo Nelson
Principal
Indian Prairie Elementary School

Nelson was the assistant princi-
pal at Winchell Elementary School
for the 2022-23 school year. Nelson
earned a bachelor of science degree
from Central Michigan University in
elementary education and a master
of science degree in principalship from Saginaw Valley
State University.

She has worked as a district culture and climate coach
for KPS and was a School Improvement Grant (SIG) Math
Interventionist at Northeastern Elementary School for
three years. Before coming to KPS, she worked in Sagi-
naw Public Schools for 15 years as an elementary teacher,
math interventionist, and summer school principal. She
has served on the School Improvement Team in all build-

ings she worked in and has been on the Multi-Tiered Sys-
tems of Support and Child Study teams in her schools.

Dionna Roberts
Principal
Lincoln International Studies School
Roberts has worked for Kalam-
azoo Public Schools for 20 years,
including 13 years at Northeastern
Elementary School, five years at
Winchell, and three years as a dis-
. @ trict literacy coach. She is an adjunct
faculty member at Western Michigan University in the De-
partment of Special Education and Literacy Studies, and a
literacy coach with the nonprofit KYD Network.
Roberts earned a bachelor's degree in elementary ed-
ucation and master’s degrees in the art of teaching and in
educational leadership, all from WMU.

Aaron Sauter
Assistant Principal
Milwood Magnet School

Sauter is coming to Milwood Mid-
dle school after serving as the culture
and climate coach at Linden Grove
Middle School. He earned a bache-
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lor of arts in education, a master of science in education
and a master's in educational leadership. Before coming to
Milwood, he served as an educator at Linden Grove Middle
School and taught multiple grade levels in Louisville, Ky, and
Woodbridge, Va.

He has served as a mentor teacher, a member of the Posi-
tive Behavior Intervention and Supports and School Improve-
ment teams at Linden Grove, as well as collaborated with
Western Michigan University to assist several intern teachers.

Ebony Sikaundi
Intern Principal
Greenwood Elementary School

Ebony Sikaundi has a bachelor
of science degree in early childhood
education, master of arts in literacy
studies, and master of arts in educa-
tional leadership.

Sikaundi is no stranger to KPS.
She was a classroom teacher and literacy intervention-
ist for Woods Lake Elementary: A Magnet Center for the
Arts for 13 years. She has served as KPS's summer literacy
coach, a High Impact Leadership Team member, and other
roles throughout her career. She is coming from Portage
Public Schools where she was an engagement specialist.
(continuted on page 15)




New Administrators, Administrative Moves (continued from page 14)

Greg Straka
Interim Assistant Principal/Athletic
Director
Kalamazoo Central High School

Greg Straka came to Kalamazoo
Central High School as an assistant
principal in the Freshman Academies
seven years ago. He holds a bachelor
of arts degree in elementary educa-
tion and science and a master's degree in educational
leadership from Western Michigan University. Before com-
ing to Kalamazoo Central, he served as a science teacher
at Maple Street Magnet School.

He is excited to serve the students and families in his
new role as the athletic director at Kalamazoo Central. Go
Giants!

Erika Zavasky

Interim Principal

King-Westwood Elementary School
Zavasky came to King-Westwood

Elementary School as an assistant

principal in 2022-23. She earned a

bachelor of arts in elementary ed-

ucation and Spanish; and a mas-

ter's degree in educational leader-

ship from Western Michigan University. Before coming to
King-Westwood, she served as the culture and climate
coach at Hillside Middle School, prior to that she taught
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for 14 years at Edison Academy, and she started her career
in KPS as a paraprofessional.

She has been a mentor teacher, High Impact Leader-
ship team member, Safe and Civil Schools Foundations
Team chair and served on the School Improvement Team
at Edison.

TRANSFERS

Kelly Corrigan
Principal
Winchell Elementary School

Corrigan was the principal of the
Indian Prairie principal for 10 years
before being appointed the principal
of Winchell Elementary School last
spring. Before working for KPS, she
worked for Paw Paw Public Schools
for 10 years, eight as the early childhood and community
programs coordinator and two years as an early childhood
education teacher. She began her educational career as
a long-term substitute and summer school teacher with
Kalamazoo schools.

Corrigan holds a bachelor of science in elementary ed-
ucation and a master’s degree in educational leadership
from Western Michigan University.
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Sierra Prather

Assistant Principal

Woods Lake Elementary: A Magnet
Center for the Arts

Prather was the assistant princi-
pal at Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary
School for the 2022-23 school year.
She holds a bachelor of arts in ele-

' mentary education and a master of
arts in instructional leadership from Western Michigan
University.

Prather worked as a Kalamazoo Public Schools teacher
for 14 years at Woods Lake Elementary School. She served
on the School Improvement Team, was the grade level
facilitator, the upper elementary science lead teacher,
substituted during principal absences and organized the
promotion ceremony for fifth-grade students.

CONNECTING PEOPLE
THROUGHOUT
KALAMAZOO COUNTY

269-337-8222
kmetro.com
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE

$3 PER PERSON
SEPT. 2|3:30 p.m.

ONE WEEKEND

ONLY: Led Zeppelin

Experience many of Led
Zeppelin's classics in 5.1
surround sound set to immersive and surrealistic
computer-generated effects in the planetarium.

NOW - OCT. 15, 2023 | FREE
Explore Your World!

Undertake a quest across land, sea and space to
explore the role of mapping and navigation in everyday
life in the exciting exhibit "Explore Your World!”

Created by Scitech in Perth, Australia, and Produced by
Imagine Exhibitions.

NOW - JAN. 7, 2024 | FREE

SPLAT! The Buzz
About Flyswatters

Celebrate summer, and the
passion of collecting everyday
objects, with this unique display of over 1,000
flyswatters from lza van Riemsdijk's collection.

HOURS: Tuesday - Friday | 10 am. -4 p.m.

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION

Mote: Some areas of the museum may be closed due
to exhibit changes, staffing needs, special programs or
collections care, We thank you for your patience

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is operated by Kalamazoo Valley
Community College and is governed by its Board of Trustees.

KalamazooVALLEY

useum

WORKSHOP Ag3iS3

SEPT. 30|10 am. - 2:30 p.m.

Pow! Boom! Wham!
Art of the Comics

Explore animation and comics with
professional illustrator Aubrey Jewel
Rodgers. Two mini workshops are
planned. including some special guests named Spidey, Spin
and Ghosty! Comic character costumes are welcome!

PLANETARIUM EXPERIENCE

SEPTEMBER SHOWS | $3 PER PERSON

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

Lucia, The Secret of the Shooting Star | 11 am. | 31 min. | Grades 4 & up
Join James, a penguin, and Vladimir, a polar bear, as they investigate the
Southern Lights, comets, asteroids and meteorites,

Big Astronomy | 2 p.m. | 30 min. | Grades 3 & up

Mearly 70% of major astronomical telescopes are now located high

in the mountaintops of Chile. Learn about the people who operate
these facilities.

M

™

SUNDAYS

Earth, Moon and Sun|1p.m.| 28 min.| Grades3-7

Coyote is a little confused about what he sees in the sky in this amusing,
fast-paced, fun full-dome show exploring lunar phases, eclipses and more.
The Sky Above Us | 2 p.m.| 40 min. | Grades 4 & up

Learn about some of the “celestial wonders' that can be seen overhead
in Michigan.

KalamazooVALLEY

Saturday | 9am. -5 p.m. Sunday | Noon - 4 p.m.
Museum
230 M. Rose 5t., Kalamazoo

kalamazoomuseum.org | 269.373.7990
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