
“Summertime Stories”
Summer Reading Program

Are you looking to relax, develop focus and concentration,
improve your abilities and knowledge, have fun, and reduce
boredom this summer?

Pick up a book!
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/
10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html

This summer, we’re encouraging you to read as much as possible! YOU have the choice. YOU have the
power. This is your opportunity to explore your own interests by choosing your own book to read.
**Exceptions- you may not choose something that you have already read for an English class in middle
school or high school!**

***Notes for Honors and AP courses***
Honors courses require two summer reading books. Students will choose their own book and complete the
assignment detailed in this packet, and they will ALSO read an assigned book and complete an
assignment in September, according to their enrolled course.

AP courses have an entirely different assignment and will not be choosing their own book; see below

9th grade honors: Read Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card. Prepare for a book test on this material with
limited guidance on this novel. Do not create a project based on Ender’s Game.
10th grade honors: Read The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. Read actively by asking thoughtful
questions and taking notes. Be prepared for a Socratic seminar and a test on the novel.
11th grade honors: 1984 by George Orwell
12th grade honors: A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
AP Literature: Different assignment; click here
AP Language: Different assignment; click here
________________________________________________________________

First, let’s brainstorm a bit.
● What are you interested in?
● What movie/ tv show genres do you like?
● What books have you read and enjoyed in the past?

Create a bulleted list or “mind map” in the space below.

https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html
https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/10-benefits-reading-why-you-should-read-everyday.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mC_FBnbLm5S8FHovfoEhHMRzBwWG6lCfPoYkdEsroSM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NFpk_6mo1II7nFagZopj8OWXEYTxK6HxSq158S2_2k8/edit?usp=sharing


Let’s discuss! Share with your classmates anything you’ve loved in the past.
Now, how can we find a book that aligns with your interests?

● Search on Sora for an ebook
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwGV0SFvVYbNnrktHf8pVSLF7PcvxDCr/view?usp=sharing

○ Also available as an app!
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YE0epaucWD_o0loW_Qvnwjb8K5dGI_yL/view?usp=sharing

● Search on Destiny for a print book
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c6ML1VclEbIZacHEF4HCx-GGap9s3w2R/view?usp=sharing

● Visit the MHS Media Learning Commons or Mahwah Public Library
https://www.mahwah.k12.nj.us/Domain/287

● Ask a librarian, teacher, or friend for a recommendation
● Check out Goodreads or Amazon for reviews and top picks
● Visit https://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/ to find books similar to things you’ve already enjoyed

In this chart, jot down the names of some books that seem interesting.

Name Author Subject/ Genre Fiction/ Non-fiction

Finally, let’s develop your reading goals. Which book would you like to choose? Do you hope to read more
than one? How are you going to obtain the book?

Before you leave in June, you will fill out a Google form with your intended book selection.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwGV0SFvVYbNnrktHf8pVSLF7PcvxDCr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YE0epaucWD_o0loW_Qvnwjb8K5dGI_yL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c6ML1VclEbIZacHEF4HCx-GGap9s3w2R/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mahwah.k12.nj.us/Domain/287
https://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/


Summertime Stories “Book Fair” Project/Presentation
(to be done over the summer/ first 2 weeks of school)

After reading the book of your choice, you are going to share your experiences!
You must complete a creative writing project AND present in class in a “book fair” to recommend your
book to others (or not!).
Your project will count as a test grade, and your presentation/discussion contribution will count as a
classwork grade!

Checklists of requirements for the creative writing project choices are attached.

Select ONE of the following:

● Choose 3-4 unfamiliar plot elements or allusions in your book, and explore them to better
expand your understanding. Ask yourself as you’re reading, what are you curious about? What is
unfamiliar? Are there settings or references you don’t understand? Perhaps you want to
research food, language, airplanes, geographic locations, colleges, etc. Allow yourself to go “down the
rabbit hole” and explore whatever you encounter that’s new and interesting! Include the quotes from
the book that inspire your research. After you do some investigating, write about what you learned, and
how this new information adds meaning and clarity to the book. Total amount of writing 2-3 pages.

● Do a “Character Autopsy” for one character in your book. Use the attached template to create a
“body” illustration of a character that analyzes what’s in their head, their heart, etc. Total amount of
writing 2-3 pages.

● Design a new and improved cover for the book. Then, write a letter to the author. Explain why
you liked the book, why you designed the new cover this way, and how the book connects personally to
your life. Total amount of writing 2-3 pages.

● Create a personalized, curated newspaper for a character! Locate 4 current events articles that
would interest a character in your book. Explain why the character would find them interesting and
how they relate to the book. Total amount of writing 2-3 pages.

The First Weeks of School
We hope that you read your selected book over the summer, because reading
for fun is a relaxing summer activity! Bring your book to the beach or lake with
you. Have fun this summer! Enjoy relaxing with a great book!

You must have your creative written project completed and uploaded to
Turnitin, and be prepared to give your in-class presentation by September
12th. If you need help setting up Turnitin or submitting your paper, please visit
Mrs. Hartigan Miller in the Media Learning Commons.

Presentations will count as a CLASSWORK GRADE. Your teacher will give you more information about the
structure and grading: formal presentation in front of the room, Socratic discussion, etc.

You will not have time in class to work on these projects!



Option 1: Explore the Unfamiliar
Read a novel or narrative non-fiction book of your choice
As you’re reading, jot down a list of anything that sparks interest or curiosity. Unfamiliar references, an
interesting plot point related to something in real life, a historical event, a scientific discovery, etc.
Places, foods, cultural elements, etc. Anything that makes you feel curious or interested to learn more!

○ Include this list with your final written work!
Choose 3- 4 items from your list
Use books, reliable websites, databases, or videos to explore more about your chosen topics
Write 2-3 pages explaining why you chose these topics, what you discovered through your exploration,
and how it expands your understanding of what occurs in the book.
Use at least five quotes from the book or your outside sources to help explain.
Create five in-text parenthetical citations to cite your quotes.
Create a formal MLA works cited page, with an MLA citation for your selected book and your outside
sources.
Check your spelling, grammar, organization, and tone.
Be creative and professional – and convince us you read the book!
Submit completed project to Turnitin
Be prepared to present in class for a classwork grade! Your teacher will give you more specifics about
the format/requirements.

Option 2: Character “Autopsy”
Read a novel or narrative non-fiction book of your choice
Create a drawn illustration of the character. Click here for specific instructions, and see below for an
example.
Label each body part. Analyze your drawing using the attached template/ instructions. Analysis should
be 2-3 pages total.
Use at least five specific book quotes in your analysis
Create five in-text parenthetical citations to cite your book quotes
Create a formal MLA works cited page, with an MLA citation for your selected book
Check your spelling, grammar, organization, and tone.
Be creative and professional – and convince us you read the book!
Submit completed project to Turnitin
Be prepared to present in class! Your teacher will give you more specifics about the
format/requirements.

Option 3: Book Cover and Author Letter
Read a novel or narrative non-fiction book of your choice
Design a new and improved book cover. Can be hand drawn or digitally created

○ Make the new cover look professional! Look at Amazon or Goodreads book covers for
inspiration.

Then write a letter to the author, explaining why you liked the book, how it connects to your life, and
why you designed the new cover this way. Your written letter should be 2-3 pages, summarizing and
explaining your new book cover and the connections to the book you read.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15enmpbVnqr7IPEO72pDeqkTT3f28QTYK/view?usp=sharing


Use at least five specific book quotes to help explain your letter, the personal connections, or the cover
design
Create five in-text parenthetical citations to cite your book quotes
Create a formal MLA works cited page, with an MLA citation for your selected book
Check your spelling, grammar, organization, and tone.
Be creative and professional – and convince us you read the book!
Submit completed book cover and letter to Turnitin
Be prepared to present in class! Your teacher will give you more specifics about the
format/requirements.

Option 4: Personalized Character Newspaper
Read a novel or narrative non-fiction book of your choice
Locate four current events news articles that relate to your book, and that a character would be
interested in reading or learning about.

○ Provide all four articles (Printfriendly can be helpful for printing news articles from websites!).
○ Make sure they’re from reputable sources!

Include an analysis for each article to explain why you included it in the character’s personalized
newspaper. Total writing 2-3 pages.

○ Example analysis questions: How does the article relate to the book you read? Does this
explain particular plot points, or shows how a character develops? Why would this character
care about learning about this current event? How do the event and the book connect?

Use at least five specific book or article quotes to help explain why you included these specific articles
in your newspaper.
Create five in-text parenthetical citations to cite your book quotes
Create a formal MLA works cited page, with an MLA citation for your selected book AND the articles
Check your spelling, grammar, organization, and tone.
Be creative and professional – and convince us you read the book!
Submit completed project to Turnitin
Be prepared to present in class! Your teacher will give you more specifics about the
format/requirements.

Extension Activities

If you liked your book, feel free to record a recommendation and submit to the Media Learning Commons
Youtube page, so that others can learn more about it! Any student who submits will receive a special prize.

Media Center Advisory Board: Work with Mrs. Hartigan Miller to provide book recommendations, activity
ideas, and more! Meetings will be approximately once a month, and this activity will be put on your transcript.

Battle of the Books team: Join our trivia team to read books and compete against other schools! This
extracurricular will be put on your transcript.

*Keep an eye out in your email for our Media Learning Commons newsletter each month, where you can hear
about lunchtime events and more!



Example- Project Option #2, Character Autopsy

Click here for specific instructions on how to accomplish this project!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15enmpbVnqr7IPEO72pDeqkTT3f28QTYK/view?usp=sharing

