
AP English Suggested Non-Fiction Titles 
 

Angier, Natalie. The Beauty of the Beastly: New Views on the Nature of Life 

Arsenault, Raymond: Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice 

Berendt, John: Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil: a Savannah Story 

Bissell, Tom: Extra Lives: Why Video Games Matter 

Boo, Katherine: Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity 

Cain, Susan: Quiet: the Power of Introverts in a World that Can’t Stop Talking 

Capote, Truman:  In Cold Blood 

Carlin, Flora: Friendfluence: the Surprising Ways Friends Make Us Who We Are 

Carr, Nicholas: The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains 

Carson, Rachel: Silent Spring 

Chen, Da: Colors of the Mountain 

Coll, Steve: Ghost Wars: the Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to 

 September 10, 2001 

Collins, Gail: When Everything Changed: the Amazing Journey of American Women from 1960 to the Present 

Collins, Larry and Dominique LaPierre: Is Paris Burning: How Paris Miraculously Escaped Adolf Hitler‘s 

 Sentence of Death in August, 1944  

Critser, Greg: Fat Land: How Americans Became the Fattest People in the World 

Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly: Flow the Psychology of Optimal Experience 

Cutler, Alan. The Seashell on the Mountaintop: a Story of Science, Sainthood, and the Humble Genius Who 

 Discovered a New History of the Earth 

Davis, Stanley M.: Blur the Speed of Change in the Connected Economy 

Diamond, Jared: Guns, Germs and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies 

Didion, Joan: Slouching towards Bethlehem 

Douglas, Susan: The Rise of Enlightened Sexism: How Pop Culture Took Us from Girl Power to Girls Gone 

 Wild 

Eggers, David: Zeitoun, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius 

Ehrenreich, Barbara: Bait and Switch: the (Futile) Pursuit of the American Dream 

Fink, Sheri: Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital  

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel: Living to Tell the Tale 

Garrett, Laurie. The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging Diseases in a World out of Balance 

Goodwin, Doris Kearns: Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln 

Gordan, Linda:  Dorothea Lange: a Life Above Limits 

Gourevitch, Philip: We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families: Stories From 

 Rwanda 

Greene, B.: The Elegant Universe: Superstrings, Hidden Dimensions, and the Quest for the Ultimate  

 Theory 

Greenblatt, Stephen:  The Swerve: How the World Became Modern 

Hakkakiyan, Ru ya: Journey from the Land of No: a Girlhood Caught in Revolutionary Iran 

Halpern, Paul: Einstein's Dice and Schrödinger's Cat: How Two Great Minds Battled Quantum Randomness to 

 Create a Unified Theory of Physics  

Henig, Robin Marantz: Pandora's Baby: How the First Test Tube Babies Sparked the Reproductive Revolution 

Herr, Michael: Dispatches    

Hvistendahl, Mara: Unnatural Selection: Choosing Boys over Girls, and the Consequences of a World Full of 

 Men  

Jobb, Dean: Empire of Deception: The Incredible Story of a Master Swindler Who Seduced a City and 

 Captivated the Nation 

Kahn, Roger: A Flame of Pure Fire: Jack Dempsey and the Roaring '20s 

Kaku, Michio: Physics of the Future: How Science Will Shape Human Destiny and Our Daily Lives by the Year 

 2100 



Kean, Sam: The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True 

 Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery 

Kidder, Tracy: House, Strength in What Remains, Mountains Beyond Mountains 

King, Samantha: Pink Ribbons, Inc.: Breast Cancer and the Politics of Philanthropy 

Kinzer, Stephen: All the Shah’s Men: an American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror 

Kitwana, Bakari: Why White Kids Love Hip-Hop: Wankstas, Wiggas, Wannabes and the New Reality of Race in 

 America 

Klein, Naomi: This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate, No Logo: 10th Anniversary Edition with a 

 New Introduction 

Koff, Clea: The Bone Woman: a Forensic Anthropologist's Search for Truth in the Mass Graves of Rwanda, 

 Bosnia, Croatia, and Kosovo 

Kogan, Deborah Copaken: Shutterbabe: Adventures in Love and War 

Kristof, Nicholas D. and Sheryl WuDunn: Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women 

 Worldwide  

Larson, Erik: Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, Devil in the White City, In the Garden of Beasts: 

 Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin 

Levitin, David J.: This is Your Brain on Music: the Science of Human Obsession, The World in Six Songs: How 

 the Musical Brain Created Human Nature 

Lewis, Michael: Liar’s Poker, Boomerang: Travels in the New Third World 

Mailer, Norman:  The Armies of the Night: History as a Novel, the Novel as History 

Mannes, Elena: The Power of Music: Pioneering Discoveries in the New Science of Song 

Mark, David:  Going Dirty: the Art of Negative Campaigning 

McBride, James: The Color of Water 

McCourt, Frank: Angela’s Ashes 

McPhee, John A.: In Suspect Terrain, Annals of the Former World, The John McPhee Reader 

Mlodinow, Leonard: Subliminal: How Your Unconscious Mind Rules Your Behavior 

Mufti, Shahan: The Faithful Scribe 

Pinker: Steven: The Blank Slate: the Modern Denial of Human Nature, The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why 

 Violence has Declined 

Plath, Sylvia: The Bell Jar 

Plissner, Martin: The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in Presidential Elections  

Pollan, Michael: The Botany of Desire: a Plant’s-Eye View of the World 

Power, Samantha: A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide 

Prejean, Helen: Dead Man Walking: The Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty That Sparked a National 

 Debate 

Ramachandran, V. S.: Phantoms in the Brain: Probing the Mysteries of the Human Mind 

Randall, David K.: Dreamland: Adventures in the Strange Science of Sleep 

Repcheck, Jack: The Man Who Found Time: James Hutton and the Discovery of the Earth's Antiquity   

Ronson, Jon: So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed, The Psychopath Test 

Rubin, Laurie: Do You Dream in Color?: Insights From a Girl Without Sight 

Sachs, Jessica Snyder: Corpse: Nature, Forensics, and the Struggle to Pinpoint Time of Death, Good Germs, 

 Bad Germs: Health and Survival in a Bacterial World 

Sacks, Oliver: On the Move: A Life,, Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain 

Sagan. Carl: Candle in the Dark, Cosmos 

Schlosser, Eric: Fast Food Nation 

Sedaris, David: Me Talk Pretty One Day 

Seierstad, Asne: The Bookseller of Kabul 

Sheehan, Neil:  A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam 

Shubin, Neil: Your Inner Fish: a Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human Body 

Singh, Simon: The Code Book: the Science of Secrecy from Ancient Egypt to Quantum Cryptography 

Skloot, Rebecca: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 



Tannen, Deborah: You’re Wearing That?: Understanding Mothers and Daughters in Conversation. You Just 

Don’t Understand: Women and Men in Conversation 

Thaler, Richard H.: Misbehaving: The Making of Behavioral Economics  

Thomas, Piri: Down These Mean Streets 

Thompson, Hunter S.:  Fear and Loathing, on the Campaign Trail '72, Hell's Angels: a Strange and Terrible 

 Saga 

Thurber, James: Furthest Fables for our Time 

Tierno, Philip M: The Secret Life of Germs: Observations and Lessons from a Microbe Hunter 

Tobias, Richard C.: The Art of James Thurber 

Turkle, Sherry: Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each Other 

Uhlberg, Myron: Hands of My Father: a Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents and the Language of Love 

Van Buren, Peter: We Meant Well: How I Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People 

Walls, Jeannette: The Glass Castle 

Weiner, Jonathan. The Beak of the Finch: a Story of Evolution in Our Time 

Whitaker, Robert: Mad in America: Bad Science, Bad Medicine, and the Enduring Mistreatment of the Mentally 

Ill 

Wiesenthal, Simon: The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness 

Wilson, David Sloan. Evolution for Everyone: How Darwin's Theory can Change the Way We Think about Our 

Lives 

Wilson, Edward: The Future of Life 

Wilson, Valerie Plame: Fair Game: How a Spy was Betrayed by her Own Government 

Winchester, Simon: The Professor and the Madman: a Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford 

 English Dictionary 

Wolf, Naomi: The Beauty Myth: How Images of Beauty are Used Against Women 

Wolfe, Tom: The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby, The Right Stuff 

Zoellner, Tom: The Heartless Stone: a Journey Through the World of Diamonds, Deceit, and Desire 

 

 

 

 

 


