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Dear Blind Brook Residents:

On Tuesday, May 16th, from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM, at the

Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street Elementary School, voters

will be presented with the 2023-2024 Blind Brook-Rye School
District budget adopted by the Board of Education in the amount
of $57,763,796. This amount is an increase of 9.88% over the
amount of the 2022-23 budget.

For the past 11 years, since the NYS Tax Levy Cap Law has been in
place, we have been able to maintain our programs while adhering
to the tax cap. Unfortunately, this year, given the effects of high
inflation, sharply rising employee health insurance costs and an
increase in anticipated students with special needs, our proposed
budget will exceed the NYS Tax Levy Cap. This override enables

us to maintain our core educational programs. If we remain under
the cap of 2.49%, we will be forced to make significant cuts in every
area, including programs, class sizes, sports and extracurriculars.

The Blind Brook Board of Education’s prime objective is to
ensure the continued growth and success of its students through
excellence in education. After careful consideration, we have
decided that our students and our community would experience
significant regression if we were to recommend a tax cap-compliant
budget this year.

As residents ourselves and your neighbors, we do not come to this
decision lightly. We are well aware that our property taxes are a
financial burden on many, and this may increase that hardship.

For the past two months, the Superintendent of Schools 2and Board
of Education have publicly discussed the development of a school
district budget for nex year. While not ideal, we think that the
presented budget strikes the best balance of maintaining our strong

academic programs while acting in a financially responsible manner.

We encourage you to learn more about the 2023-2024 budget

at the Finance and Facilities page on the District website an

by watching our Board meeting budget discussions online

at the BBTY web page.

The Board of Education and District leadership thank the Blind
Brook community for its dedication, generosity and unwavering
support of our schools. With fiscally-mindful and innovative
planning, the Blind Brook Schools are poised to remain a pillar
of excellence in our community!

Jennifer Schlactus, President
Jeffrey Mensch, Vice President
Blind Brook Board of Education

Blind Brook Beacon
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BUDGET VOTE: Tuesday, May 16th, 2023

A Message from
Dr. Colin Byrne,
Superintendent of Schools

The process of developing a budget this year was not an easy
one. The District’s goal is always to balance the need to provide
an excellent educational experience for our students with the
requirement to be financially responsible. While high inflation
and spiking healthcare costs made things extra challenging, we
were able to put together a budget that will effectively support
education in Blind Brook for the coming year.

The budget that is being put forth for the 2023-2024 school
yeat will not only maintain the current programs that the
District already has, but will allow for many of the instructional
enhancements, some of which the community has been
requesting for a while. Improvements in the literacy and World
Language programs are scheduled, including the reintroduction
of a FLES program. There will also be a focus on providing
support for teachers of advanced learners and continued work
on integrating the District’s strategic plan into the fabric of our
students’ daily lives.

The proposed budget will also provide needed support staff in
both the operations and security areas. Providing additional
support personnel will facilitate processes and procedures,
improve building maintenance and allow administrators more
time to focus on improving learning. The additional security
positions will provide more oversight of our security processes
and enhance the security protocols that are already in place.

The budger also is responsive to the large increase in special
education and mental health needs that our students have been
experiencing. Many students have been struggling since the
pandemic with behavioral, emotional or instructional issues.

It is imperative that we address these needs and provide our
students with all of the resources that they need to be successful
in our schools.

The Blind Brook School District is on course to do exceptional
things in the 20232024 school year. The budget that has been
proposed will keep us moving forward for next year and put

us in a great position for the coming years.




BUDGET LEARNING INITIATIVES

District Initiatives

As it enters its second year of implementation, the distriet’s strategic
cohesion plan continues to drive positive change in many areas affecting
all three schools. The budget supports ongoing work in key district-wide
initiatives:

= Fund ongoing professional learning and program development to
meet the needs of advanced learners;

*  Continue work on problem-based learning and student<centered
approaches to instruction through partnerships with Innovative
Designs in Education (IDE) and other groups.

»  Support students’ social-emotional needs through ongoing imple-
mentation of the Yale RULER program and continued training in
dialectical behavior therapy (DBT).

Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School

The Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School is committed to providing
our students with a supportive learning environment that fosters their
academic and socialemotional growth, We want our Bluebirds to fly
high as we promote 2 1stcentury learning skills that are student-centered
and learnerdriven. Qur programs enhance core competencies such as
communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, digital
litetacy, and problem-solving.

Below are highlights of the budget that has been prepared for the
upcoming school year:

= Purchase materials and fund ongoing professional tearning
experiences for teachers as part of the rollout of our new
research-based K-5 literacy curriculum, Into Reading.

+  Add staffing to support the implementation of a new FLES
(Foreign Language in Elementary School) program in grades 3-5.

+  Emphasize hands-on experiences in our Science curriculum,
which aligns with Next Generation Science Standards.

= Utilize our new spaces, such as our Arts and Innovation Wing,
Early Childhood Center, Outdoot Learning Classroom,
Cafetorium Petformance Area, and Instructional Media Center.

+  Continue club and co-curricular programming.

+  Build the skills of emotional intelligence and explore conflict
management curriculum to reach all students.

»  Provide programs that foster connection and
strengthen community.

+  Provide instruction through a lens of diversity while
accepting and appreciating others.

Blind Brook Middle School

The Blind Brook Middle School budget continues to promote the
implementation of principles of middle-level education. These include:
an organization and structure that supports academic excellence and
personal development through grade level teaming; a comprehensive
educational program that is challenging, integrated, exploratory,
relevant, and aligned to the Next Generation Standards; comprehen-
sive counseling and support services to meet the academic, social, and
emotional needs of young adalescents; instruction that fosters active,
purposeful, and meaningful learning; and co-curricular activiries that
enrich students' lives and lead to the development of the whole child.

Specihcally, the proposed budget will allow us to:

+  Maintain all current courses and programs.

= Purchase new World Language textbooks.

*  Replace musical instruments which no longer function properly.
*  Enhance school-wide programming and co-curticular activities.

*  Continue the replacement of furniture to facilitate
21stcentury learning.

Blind Brook High School

The Blind Brock High School budget supports our continued work to
provide a high quality educational program to our high school studens.
Our program includes supporting our teachers in keeping up to date
with teaching methodologies and resources, consistent implementation
of PBL and other student engagement strategies, and providing a rigor-
ous and enriching core academic curriculum, as well as opportunities
for students to explore areas of interest in STEAM, Humanities and
the Arts. As students progress through our high school program, they
develop authentic connections with their peers and with the adults in
the building. When they graduate we are proud that they are prepared
for both college and career pathways.

Specifically, our budget will allow us to:
*  Maintain all current courses and programs.

= Support a range of new elective course offerings, thereby providing
students with opportunities for advanced learning,

= Support current curricular program needs with supplies, textbooks,
and independent reading books.

= Priaritize student health, social and emotional wellness through
schoolwide programming.

= Provide angoing extra and co-curricular offerings and supervision.

*  Provide opportunities for students to engage in intensive career
education programming through a partnership with SWBOCES.

Blind Brook Beacon



SPOTLIGHT ON BOARD MEMBER CANDIDATES

Danny Fung

Danny Fung is running for a seat on the Blind Brook Board of Education. He and his wife, Kaity,
have lived in Rye Brook for nearly six years with their two children, Lucas and Isabella, and dog,
Cody. Professionally, he works in financial services, advising privately held and publicly traded
companies and municipalities on managing investment risks, including interest rates, FX, and
energy commodities.

Danny is a graduate of Binghamton University with a BSc in Economics. He has served as a
guest lecturer at New York University and Columbia University. He was a mentor in the
Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York City program and continues to mentor Binghamton
University undergraduates seeking a carcer in financial services.

Katherine Hallissy Ayala

Katherine Hallissy Ayala is seeking election to the Blind Brook Board of Education. As an
experienced educator and active community volunteer, Katherine is passionate about education.
For nearly 10 years, Katherine has been involved with several local organizations, including the
Blind Brook PTA, the PTA’s Supporting Every Individual Difference Committee (SEID), and
the Rye Brook Cub Scouts. Katherine currently serves on the Board of Education’s DEI
Committee and Technology Planning Committee.

Before Katherine moved to Rye Brook in 2008, she taught at a K-12 independent school.
Katherine holds a BA in Computer Science and in Spanish from Wellesley College and
an MA in Computer Education from Columbia University. Katherine and her husband
Hugo have two sons in Blind Brook schools, grades 5 and 9.

2023-2024 BUDGET VOTE & BOARD MEMBER ELECTION

Budget Vote & Board Member Election Absentee Ballot applications must be completed by the person
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 -BMPRSS Old Gym requesting the ballot and received by mail or in-person at the

Polls Open: 7 a.m. - Polls Close: 9 p.m.

Absentee Ballot Application

If you are unable to vote in person on May 16, 2023, you must

office of the District Clerk by 2 p.m. on May 9, 2023 if the
ballot is to be mailed — or by 4 p.m. on Monday, May 15,
2023 if the Ballot is to be delivered personally.

For additional information, please contact Vivian Groccia,

submit an absentee ballat application which is available on the District Clerk, 914-937-3600 x1001, veroccia@blindbrook.otg.
district website, www.blindbrook.org or by contacting the District

Clerk at 914.937-3600 x1001, vgroccia@blindbrook.org to have

an application mailed to you.




Revenue Source | oo iCibiaget | oudget Change Budget
School Tax $50,778,794 $45,809,574 $4,969,220 87.91%
Appropriated Fund Balance $1,000,000 $1,797,841 ($797,841) 1.73%
State Aid $4,416,001 $3,925,142 $490,859 7.64%
Tuition $270,210 $262,340 $7,870 0.47%
Sales Tax $550,000 $450,000 $100,000 0.95%
Miscellaneous Revenues $748,791 $50,697 $698,094 1.30%
‘Total Revenues $57,763,796 $52,295,594 $5,468,202 100%
REVENUES EXPENSES
iyl Y BOCES Sarvices  Contractua supie i
Appropriated Fund Eﬂ;{:;;ﬂt - 1033?’2

Balance
1.73%

Miscellansous

1.30%

School Tax
87.91%

Debt & Transfers

913%

Expenditures: How is the Money Spent?

Salaries & Benefits
71.44%

Expeniel % 2023-24 2022-23 Dollar % of
posed Budget Budget Change Budget
Salaries & Benefits $41,268,179 $38,019,485 $3,248,694 71.44%
Debt & Transfers $5,274,392 $5,208,593 $65,799 9.13%
BOCES Setvices $3,903,886 $2,968,549 $935,337 6.76%
Equipment $394,504 $333,786 $60,718 0.68%
Contractual $4,701,223 $4,058,497 $642,726 8.14%
Supplies $1,165,310 $805,351 $359,959 2.02%
Tuition $1,056,302 $1,173,333 {$117,031) 1.83%
Total Expenses $57,763,796 $52,567,594 $5,196,202 100.00%




Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 52,576,594 $57,763,796 $52,794,575
Increase/Decrease for the 2023-2024 School Year $5,196,202 $226,981|
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 9.88 % 43%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 8.0%
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $45,809,574 $50,778,794
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
| C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
| D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current $0 $0
Year Levy
E. Toral Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A+B+C-D) $45,809,574 $50,778,794 $45,809,574
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $4,312,591 $4,162,305
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for $41,496,983 $42,789,508
Permissible Exclusions
H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding $41,496,983 $46,616,489
Levy to Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions
(E-B-F+D)
1. Difference: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% $0 $3,826,981
Voter Approval)
Administeative Component $5,802,741 $6,099,909 $5,742,020
Program Component $37,919,873 $42,585,918 $38,594,448
Capiral Component $8,844,980 $9.,077,969 $8,458,107
* The District would be required to cut $4,969,220 from the proposed budget. The Board of Education would be forced to eliminate a combination
of teaches, teacher aide, support and maintenance staff positions. All extracurricular activiries and interscholastic sports would be eliminated, as
well as all educational field trips. All instructional supplies would be significantly reduced. In addition, community use of buildings and grounds,
| all equipment and furniture, conference and travel expenses, as well as memberships in professional organizations would be eliminated.
= Pt Under the Budget 2
Proposed for the =
2023-2024 School Year |
Estimated Basic STAR Exemprion Savings' $1,360 =%

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2023-24 by the qualified voters of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District, Westchester County,
New York, will be held at the in said district on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 between the hours of 7:00am and 9:00pm, prevailing time in the

Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine

1. The basic School Tax Relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

ON THE BALLOT

PROPOSITION NUMBER ONE - 2023-2024 BUDGET

Shall the proposed budget or estimate of expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year {July 1, 2023
June 30, 2024} presented by the Board of Education in the amount of $57,763,796 be approved
and the taxes in the necessary amount therefore be levied!?

PROPOSITION NUMBER TWO - BUS PROPOSITION

Shall the Board of Educarion of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free Schuoal Diserict ("District™) be
authorized to leasepurchase or purchase by installment contract two {2) 72-passenger school buses
at 7 cost ot to exceed $287,850, plus interest, for a five (5) year term, commencing July 1, 2023
and rerminating on June 30, 1028, and ta levy the necessary tax therefore!

PROPOSITION NUMBER THREE - CAPITAL RESERVE FUND - BUS FLEET RESERVE
FUND 2022

Shall the Board of Edusation of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District (*District™) be
authorized 1o establish a new Capiral Reserve Fund in accordance with the pravisions of Education
Law section 3651, to be designated "Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District Bus Fleet

Reserve Fund - 2022* (the "Fund} effective May 17, 2023, for the purpose of providing moneys,

for the direct purchase of school buses thereby adding ro che District’s bus fleer, including, bug not
limited to, Ananang in whole or in part, the supplementation and/or replacement of the District's
bus fleet including original equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, as well as project
management fees, ancillary ot related work required in connecrion therewith; the probable term of

saidd Fund will not exceed ten (10} years from the date of its establishment; the ultimate principal
amount therein to total eight {3) million dollars plus interest carnings thereon: such amount to be
pravided from surplus monies remaining in the general fund and/‘or from existing reserves in the
current and future fiscal years, and the interest accrued on such funds over the rerm uf the capital
reserve fund, sufficient 1o fund said ultimate principal amount!

PROPOSITION NUMBER FOUR - CAPITAL RESERVE FUND - CAPITAL RESERVE
FUND 2022

Shall the Board of Education of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free Schoal Disteicr ("Diserict™) be
authorized to establish a new Capital Reserve Fund in accordance with the provisions of Education
Law section 3651, 1o be designated *Capital Rescrve Fund - 20227 (the “Fund”) effective May 17,
2023, for the purpose of providing moneys, for future capital improvements for building, and site
improvement prejects at various school buildings, including, but noc limited to, expenditures for
property and for buildings and alrerations induding original furnishings, equipment, machinery,
apparatus, appurtenances, as well as architect and projecr management fees, ancillary or related
work required in connection therewith; the probable term of said Fund will not exceed ten {10}
years from the date of its establishment: the ultimate principal amaunt therein to toral fifteen {15
million doflars plus interest earnings theteon; such amount to be provided from surplus monies
remaining in the general fund and/or from existing reserves in the current and future fiscal years,
and the intetest accrued on such funds over the term of the capital reserve fund, sufficient to fund
said ulrimate principal amount!



BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

2023-2024 SCHOOL BUDGET MESSAGE

The 2023-2024 Blind Brook-Rye School District Budget has been adopted by the Board of Education
in the amount of $57,763,796 an increase of $5,196,202 or 9.86% over the amount of the 2022-2023
Budget. There are several major drivers of this increase: an 8.0% increase in CPI due to rapidly
rising inflation, health insurance rate increases of up to 15% related in part to the large costs of

| COVID and contractual salary and benefit obligations including 2 additional elementary school

. teachers to meet increased enrollment, an additional Special Education teacher to meet our student’s
needs, a .5 FLES (foreign language elementary school) teacher, a maintenance mechanic, night
custodian for RSS, MS/HS night cleaner and three stipends to increase supervision of our custodial
staff including our night cleaners .

For the past three months, the Superintendent of Schools and Board of Education have publicly
discussed the development of a school district budget for next year. They are pleased to announce
that the 2023-2024 Adopted Budget includes the following enhancements:

.5 FLES (Foreign Language Elementary School) teacher

2 Elementary School teachers to meet projected increased enroliment

1 Elementary Special Ed teacher

1 Special Ed teacher Aides

1 Shared Office Assistant for Assistant Superintendents

1 Office Assistant for Facilities Department

The budget will be presented to the voters for their approval on May 16, 2022. If the proposed budget
adopted by the Board of Education is not approved by District voters on May 16, the Board would
have the option of resubmitting the original budget or a revised budget for a second vote on June 20,
2023. If the voters fail to approve the budget after the second submission, the Board must adopt a
Contingency Budget which means the 2023-2024 tax levy cannot exceed the total tax levy of the prior
year and all non-contingent expenses must be removed.

In summary, the Superintendent of Schools and Board of Education believe the Adopted 2023-2024
Budget will appropriately support the District's educational program ensuring that every student
continues to receive an excellent education. It also provides the necessary funding to pay all District
financial obligations next year. In the days ahead, Blind Brook residents are encouraged to review the
financial plan and ask any questions that may arise. Please feel free to contact the Superintendent of
Schools at cbyrne@blindbrook.org. or the District's Business Official at Ibaum@blindbrook.org.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jennifer Schlactus, President
Jeffrey Mensch, Vice-President
Richard Buzin

Scott D. Jaffee
Samantha Smith

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Dr. Colin Byrne




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The following document contains a budget that was adopted by the Board of Education on April 18,2023. It will
be presented to resident voters on May 16, 2023.

Since the 2012-2013 fiscal year a property tax-cap mandate exists in New York State. 1t was enacted when
Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 passed both the Senate and Assembly and Governor Cuomo signed it on June
24, 2011. The legislation establishes a limit on the annual growth of property taxes levied by local governments
and school districts. The cap applies to all independent school districts, including Blind Brook. The tax levy
cannot exceed the cap unless 60% of voters in a school district approve such an increase. If voters reject the
spending plan twice, school districts must adopt a budget with the same tax levy as the prior year — a zero
percent cap.

Budget Proposition

The total dollar value of this budget is $52,567,594 and represents an increase of 9.88% over the 2022-2023
Adopted Budget. This budget continues to advance an instructional agenda that places students first. It
includes an increase of $5,196,202 over the prior year's budget. The tax levy is projected to be $50,778,794, a
10.85% increase over the previous year. In addition to the District’s longstanding budget goals, the Adopted
Budget meets the educational needs of all district students, it satisfies all contractual obligations, and it moves
the District towards an improved fiscal position.

The laws of the State of New York explicitly state that the Board of Education must present its budget in three
component parts: (a) a Program Component, (2) a Capital Component, and (3) an Administrative Component.
The Program Component is by far the largest section of the budget. It is dedicated to direct instruction and
instructional support services including staff salaries and benefits, contractual costs, equipment, textbooks,
materials and supplies, the Co-curricular program, Interscholastic Athletics and Transportation. The Program
Component comprises 73.7% of the 2023-2024 Adopted Budget. The Capital Component comprises 15.7% of
the total budget. It includes maintenance of the buildings with associated salaries and benefits, the operations
of all buildings and grounds, property tax refunds, judgments and claims, the purchase of buses and debt
service. The Administrative Component, 10.5% of the total spending plan, includes expenses associated with
the Board of Education, Central Administration, Financial and Legal Services, Personnel, Public Information,
Curriculum Development, Supervision and Evaluation

In New York State, K-12 public education funding typically comes from three sources: approximately 3% from
federal sources, 40% from state foundation aid and other aids/grants, and 57% from revenues raised locally.
For the Blind Brook schools, these percentages do not apply as the District’s property wealth is significantly
higher than the average in New York. The largest funding source for the school district is local property taxes.
Next year it is estimated that 87.9% of the revenue will come from these taxes. State Aid comprises 7.6% of
the revenue budget and the remaining 4.46% is funded through Sales Tax, Federal Grants, Tuition, use of
Buildings and Grounds, miscellaneous revenue, and Fund Balance.

While this year's financial plan is now set for a public vote, the Board is mindful that anticipated reductions in
non-property tax revenues, its limited unassigned reserves, and the continuation and possible addition of many
unfunded/unknown mandates, will continue to put pressure on the District's financial operations in the years
ahead.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

impact of Budget Proposition on School Taxes

Assessed valuation is defined as the value of real property for the purpose of levying taxes. In the Blind Brook
community there are 2,487 taxable parcels that yield a total district-wide full value assessment of
$2,373,594,777 as of March 2021, a decrease of $2,949,265 or .12% from the prior year. For the 2023-2024
budget, the homestead/non-homestead breakdown is:

Homestead Valuation: $2,337,892,620 # Taxable Parcels 2,399
Non-Homestead Valuation: $ 217,213,160 # Taxable Parcels 90

The district-wide assessed valuation is one of two main factors influencing the school tax rate in 2023-2024.
The other is the actual tax levy. To calculate the homestead and non-homestead tax rates the New York State
Office for Real Property Services (ORPS) sets homestead and non-homestead percentages which are used to
establish the tax burden and portion of assessment to be carried by each class. The Board sets the amount of
tax levy. Once this is accomplished the homestead and non-homestead tax (millage) rates are computed using
a basic arithmetic formula: tax burden divided by portion of assessment multiplied by 1000. For the 2023-2024
budget, with a district-wide assessed valuation of $2,538,352,855 and an anticipated $50,778,794 tax levy, the
respective tax rates would be as follows:

Homestead (Residential): Non-Homestead (Commercial):
Percentage: 87.014993% Percentage: 12.985007%

Tax Burden: $44,185,164 Tax Burden: $6,593,630

Portion of Assessment: $2,337,892,620 Portion of Assessment: $217,213,160
Tax Rate: $19.03598 per $1000 Tax Rate: $30.35557 per $1000
Increase: 5.24% Decrease: -3.21%

Since 2018, the savings resulting from the Basic or Enhanced STAR exemptions are limited to a 2% increase
over the prior year. The maximum STAR savings for each school district can be found at this
site: https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/sd55.htm.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2(23-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For 2023-2024 the basic STAR savings is $1,360 and the enhanced STAR savings is $3,091 for Blind Brook.
Therefore, 2023-2024 school taxes on the $996,564 single family home, given the adopted budget and
assuming continued eligibility for either the Basic or Enhanced STAR exemption, are as follows:

Assessed valuation of property = $996,564

divided by $1,000

multiplied by $19.03598 (the estimated homestead tax rate)
less $1,360 (Basic STAR savings for 2023-2024)
equals ($958,200/ $1000 * $19.03598) - $1,360 = $17,611

It is important for community members to remember that their home is assessed at full value and the actual
cost of school taxes in Blind Brook is best explained because of an increase or decrease in a number of
factors. In the final analysis, the community must know that taxes in support of schools generally increase or
decrease because of several factors most important of which are:

+ the school tax levy

+ the ORPS base percentages

« the increase or decrease in a property’s assessed valuation determined by the Town of Rye Assessor
« eligibility of the property owner for the STAR exemption

The final school tax rate is determined by the Town of Rye Receiver of Taxes in August.

Summary

The Blind Brook-Rye UFSD is committed to providing an excellent education in a fiscally responsible manner.
This is accomplished through strategic planning and community coltaboration which the Board of Education
deems essential. The 2023-2024 Adopted Budget represents the programmatic and financial articulation of the
educational needs of the School District. After numerous public presentations and careful analysis, the
Superintendent of Schools and the Board of Education believe the plan, as set forth, will continue to support
the goals and objectives set forth prior to the pandemic. The District is committed to identifying and
implementing best practices to promote the academic, social and emotional growth of all Blind Brook students,
to promoting the use of Project-Based Learning to foster an awareness of developing a growth mindset among
all students, to completing ongoing construction projects, and to demonstrating effective business operations to
ensure fiscal stewardship. This financial plan is an investment in the future of the school district, which we
believe balances the needs of our schools with fiscal responsibility of all community members.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

VOTING INFORMATION FOR ALL RESIDENTS

Absentee Ballots

If you are unable to vote in person on May 16, 2023, you must submit an absentee ballot application available here
in ENGLISH or SPANISH. Contact the District Clerk’s office 914-937-3600 x1001, vgroccia@blindbrook.org to have
an application mailed to you.

Absentee Ballot applications must be completed by the person requesting the ballot and received by mail or in-
person at the office of the District Clerk by 2:00 PM on May 9, 2023 if the ballot is to be mailed or by 4:00 PM on
Monday, May 15, 2023 if the Ballot is to be delivered personally. Absentee Ballots will be mailed via First Class
mail only.

Absentee Ballots must be returned by 5:00 PM on May 16, 2022. They will then be secured until the polls officially
close and will be counted with the other votes.

Qualified Voter

A qualified voter must be 18 years old by May 16, 2022, a citizen of the United States and a resident within the Blind
Brook-Rye School District for 30 days immediately preceding the vote, and not otherwise prohibited from voting.

Registering to Vote

Register online with the New York Department of Motor Vehicles.

Register by mail by submitting the Westchester County Board of Elections registration form to 25 Quarropas Street,
White Plains, NY 10601.

Check to see if you are registered to vote HERE.

Register to Vote (for schooil district elections only) with the District Clerk, any school business day prior to May 11,
2022 between the hours of 8:30 am and 3:30 pm at the District Clerk’s office, located at Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge
Street School, 390 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, NY.

Evening registration will take place on May 11, 2022, by appointment only; vgroccia@blindbrook.org,
914 937-3600 x1001.

School Budget & Finance Information
To become more familiar with the school budgets and taxes please read School Budget 101.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
RYE BROOK, NEW YORK 10573
May 16, 2023

ABSENTEE (PAPER) BALLOT

INDICATE YOUR VOTE BY MARKING A SINGLE X CROSS MARK OR A SINGLE CHECK v MARK IN THE
APPROPRIATE BOX.

PROPOSITION NUMBER ONE - 2023-2024 BUDGET

Shall the proposed budget or estimate of expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year (July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024) presented by the
Board of Education in the amount of $57,763,796 be approved and the taxes in the necessary amount therefore be levied?

YES NO

PROPOSITION NUMBER TWO - BUS PROPOSITION

Shall the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District be authorized to lease-purchase or purchase by installment contract two (2) 72-
passenger school buses at a cost not to exceed $287,850 plus interest, for a five (5) year term, commencing July 1, 2023 and
terminating on June 30, 2028, and to levy the necessary tax therefore?

YES NO

PROPOSITION NUMBER THREE — CAPITAL RESERVE FUND — BUS FLEET RESERVE FUND 2022

Shall the Board of Education of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District ("District") be authorized to establish a new Capital
Reserve Fund in accordance with the provisions of Education Law section 3651, to be designated "Blind Brook-Rye Union Free
School District Bus Fleet Reserve Fund - 2022" (the "Fund") effective May 17, 2023, for the purpose of providing moneys, for the
direct purchase of school buses thereby adding to the District's bus fleet, including, but not limited to, financing in whole or in part,
the supplementation and/or replacement of the District's bus fleet including original equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances,
as well as project management fees, ancillary or related work required in connection therewith; the probable term of said Fund will not
exceed ten {10) years from the date of its establishment; the ultimate principal amount therein to total eight (8) million dollars plus
interest earnings thereon; such amount to be provided from surplus monies remaining in the general fund and/or from existing reserves
in the current and future fiscal years, and the interest accrued on such funds over the term of the capital reserve fund, sufficient to fund
said ultimate principal amount?

YES NO

PROPOSITION NUMBER FOUR - CAPITAL RESERVE FUND — CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 2022

Shall the Board of Education of the Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District ("District") be authorized to establish a new Capital
Reserve Fund in accordance with the provisions of Education Law section 3651, to be designated "Capital Reserve Fund - 2022" (the
"Fund") effective May 17, 2023, for the purpose of providing moneys, for future capital improvements for building, and site
improvement projects at various school buildings, including, but not limited to, expenditures for property and for buildings and
alterations including original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, as well as architect and project
management fees, ancillary or related work required in connection therewith; the probable term of said Fund will not exceed ten (10)
years from the date of its establishment; the ultimate principal amount therein to total fifteen (15) million dollars plus interest earnings
thereon; such amount to be provided from surplus monies remaining in the general fund and/or from existing reserves in the current
and future fiscal years, and the interest accrued on such funds over the term of the capital reserve fund, sufficient to fund said ultimate
principal amount?

YES NO




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
RYE BROOK, NEW YORK 10573
May 16, 2023

[ ABSENTEE (PAPER) BALLOT

INDICATE YOUR VOTE BY MARKING A SINGLE X CROSS MARK OR A SINGLE CHECK ¥ MARK IN THE
APPROPRIATE BOX.

VOTE FOR UP TO TWO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (3-YEAR TERM ENDING 6/30/2026)

VOTE FOR UP TO TWO BY CHECKING THE APPROPRIATE BOX AND/OR WRITE-IN BELOW. INDICATE YOUR VOTE
BY MARKING A SINGLE CROSS X MARK OR A SINGLE CHECK v" MARK IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX:

1A 2A
DANNY KATHERINE
FUNG HALLISSY AYALA

BLANK SPACE IS PROVIDED BELOW FOR THE PURPOSE OF VOTING FOR A CANDIDATE NOT NOMINATED ABOVE
FOR THE VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. THE WRITING IN OF A NAME IS TO BE BY BLACK LEAD
PENCIL OR BLACK INK PEN.

Write-in candidate #1 Write-in candidate #2

The whole ballot is void if the voter does any act extrinsic to the ballot such as enclosing any paper or other article in the
folded ballot, or defaces or tears the ballot or makes an erasure thereon or makes any mark thereon other than a single cross
mark in pen or pencil, or a single check mark in pen or pencil, in a voting square, or other than writes in a name for the
purposes of voting. The voter’s vote must be indicated clearly.
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FINANCIAL PLAN AND SCcHOOL BUDGET
2023-2024




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

GENERAL FUND BUDGET SUMMARY

The school budget is a financial estimate of the operating funds required to achieve all goals and objectives of
the District's educational program. The adopted 2023-2024 Budget is $57,763796, $5,468,202 over the 2022-
2023 budget. The budget-to-budget expenditure increase is %.

State Law requires that school! district expenditures be reported in the form of a three-part Component Budget.
The three Components of the 2023-2024 adopted district budget with their respective percentages are as
follows:

Q Administrative 10.6%
Q Capital 15.7%
Q Program 73.7%
Program
73.7%

Admin
10.6% 15.7%

COMPONENT BUDGET SUMMARY

As required by Section 170.8 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, the District must report its
budget to the public on the basis of administrative, capital and program costs. This provides community
residents with a general view of how the annual Blind Brook School District budget is allocated. A more
comprehensive description of these components follows below.

Administrative Component: includes appropriations for the following administrative accounts and functions:
board of education: district clerk; district meeting; chief school administrator; business administration; auditing;
treasurer; purchasing; legal services; personnel services; records management, public information services;
curriculum development and supervision; research, planning, and evaluation; in-service training-instruction;
supervision-regular school; central data processing; central printing and mailing; special items excluding tax
certiorari, judgments and compromised claims, employee benefits attributable to salaries included in other
accounts and functions in the administrative component.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

Program Component: includes appropriations for the following programmatic accounts and functions:
teaching-regular school; programs for students with disabilities; occupational education; school library and
audio-visual; educational technology; computer assisted instruction; attendance-regular school; guidance-
regular school; health services; psychological services-regular school; social work services-regular school;
pupil personnel services-special schools; co-curricular activities-regular school; interscholastic athletics-regular
school; district transportation services excluding school bus purchases; garage building; contract
transportation; recreation; youth programs; civic activities, empioyee benefits attributable to salaries included in
other accounts and functions in the program component; transfers to special aid funds.

Capital Component: includes appropriations for the following capital accounts and functions: operation of
plant; maintenance of plant; school bus lease purchase; debt service; transfers to capital and debt service
funds; tax certiorari; judgments and compromised claims; employee benefits attributable to salaries included in
other accounts and functions in the capital component. The capital component shall also contain a
supplemental schedule displaying total outstanding bond and note principal for capital purposes as well as
base cost per square foot, the operation and maintenance per square feet.

General Fund Revenues

The single greatest source of budget revenue is the District’s tax levy which represents 87.9% of the budget.
The proposed budget has a 10.85% tax levy increase over last year. State and BOCES aid are anticipated at
7.6% of the budget and all other revenues are estimated at $2,569,001 or 4.5% of the total budget.

The major sources of non-property revenues for 2023-2024 are as follows:

1. State aid including BOCES totaling $4,416,001, an increase of $490,859 over the previous year.

2. County sales tax revenue estimated at $550,000, $100,000 higher than 2022-2023.
3. Interest earnings revenue estimated at $180,000, a figure that is $178,000 more than last year and a
result of significantly higher interest rates.

4. A transfer into the general fund of $1,000,00 from the District's unassigned fund balance, which is
$797,841 less than 2022-2023.

5. Nonresident tuition revenue estimated at $270,210, a figure that is $7,870 greater than budgeted in
2022-2023 due to decreasing enroliment.

6. Miscellaneous Revenues from split lots collected from neighboring school districts, eRate, BOCES
refunds, Workers' comp. and insurance refunds, transportation, etc. estimated at $326,159 which is
$5,462 more than the current year.

Since the 2012-2013 school year, Blind Brook’s ability to increase annual property tax levies is constrained by
the NYS property tax cap law. The proposed 2023-2024 budget reflects an estimated tax levy that is over
the maximum allowable tax levy calculated for Blind Brook. This requires a super majority vote of 60%

to pass.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

Projected Revenue 2022-2023

2023-2024 Budget to %
22.2023
Revenus Source an Proposed Budget Ditference
School Tax Levy (includes S8TAR) 45,800,574 48,981,813 1,142,230 2.40%
8chool Levy Over Cap 3,820,081 3,620,081 £8.35% 10.85%
State Funding 4,969,220 Tax increase
State Ald 3,200,567 3,708,288 are, 718 14.59%
BOCES Ald 636,575 847,718 1,141 1.75%
Local Non-Property Revenue .
Appropriated Surplus 1,797,041 4,000,000 (797,841) -44.38%
Non-Reskient Tultion 292,340 1,210 7,670 3.00%
County Sales Tax 480,000 580,000 100,000 2.22%
Eamnmad Intorest 2,000 180,000 178,000 £900.00%
Miscellaneous 307,697 326,180 18,462 8.00%
Revenues-Othor Districts 13,000 - {13,000) «100.00%
Debt Fund . 242,632 242,032 100.00% 0.53% of PY Tax
Total Revenus 52,687,394 87,703,798 8,196,202 2.60%
EXPENDITURE SUMMARY

With a proposed budget of $57,763,796, the year-to-year expenditure increase is $5,196,202 or 9.88% for the
2023-2024 school year.




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

2022-2023  2022-2023  2023-2024 Budget-to-
Functional Area Budget Actual Proposed Budget
Board of Education 69,890 44,954 71,199 1,309
Central Office 1,104,727 1,120,719 1,204,081 99,354
Public Info & Legal 435,795 270,744 505,366 69,571
&2?;:;‘:::(:8&‘ 2,744,358 2,796,127 3,294,247 549,889
Central Services 713,655 556,191 744,180 30,525
Curriculum Development 315,096 278,855 378,734 63,638
i‘r‘;:::'m" &Inservice ) 647,005 1,586,061 1,765,133 118,128
Instructional Services 15,127,998 14,593,929 15,947,946 819,948
Special & Pupil Services 7,017,157 6,952,661 7,891,640 874,483
Library & Technology 2,730,121 2,745,699 2,993,264 263,143
Guidance & Health 1,957,320 1,852,541 1,856,074 -101,246
Co-curricular & Athletics 1,172,023 1,020,378 1,274,959 102,936
Pupil Transportation 1,662,865 1,578,672 1,869,117 206,252
Employee Benefits 10,660,991 11,335,068 12,693,464 2,032,473
Debt Service 5,169,593 5,163,284 5,235,392 65,799
Interfund Transfers 39,000 39,000 39,000 0
TOTALEXPENDITURES 52,567,584 51,934,883 57,763,796 5,196,202
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BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

' PERSONNEL SUMMARY & ENROLLMENT HISTORY
2023-2024




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

PERSONNEL SUMMARY

The 2023-2024 includes all current staffing as well as the addition of 2 Elementary school teachers, 1 Special
Education teacher, 2 full-time Special Education Aides, .5 FTE FLES(Foreign Language Elementary School)
teacher, 2 Office Assistants, 1 maintenance mechanic, 1 monitor, 1 custodian and 1 night cleaners The projected
staffing changes are delineated below.

2022-2023 2023-2024
Instructional 146 149.5
School-Related Personnel 63 70
Administrative Personnel 13 13
Managerial/Confidential 3 3
Part-time 59 60
ENROLLMENT HISTORY

Based on projections as of today, the 2023-2024 in-district K-12 overall enroliment is expected to increase by
27 students from 1,309 to an estimated 1,336, or 2.1%. At BMPRSS the K-5 enroliment is expected to
increase by 27 students to 604. At the MS we are expecting 316 students, a decrease of 7. Atthe HS we are
expecting 4112 students, an increase of 7.

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Projected
Grade 2018-2019 | 2019-2020 | 2020-2021 | 2020-2021 | 2022-2023 | 2023-2024

K 100 89 98 95 107 102

1 81 102 93 98 85 107
2 109 81 108 93 103 85

3 115 111 77 108 94 103
4 116 119 107 77 113 94

5 101 114 109 107 75 113

Ridge Street 622 606 592 578 577 604

6 114 99 109 105 111 106

7 101 108 95 106 106 104

8 126 97 106 99 106 106

Middle School 341 304 310 310 323 3i6
9 100 120 95 102 102 98

10 125 98 120 96 94 102
11 126 124 94 116 115 96

12 123 124 122 94 94 116

High School 474 466 431 408 405 412
Self-contained 7 4 4

Total 1437 1383 1333 1306 1309 1336
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COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET DETAIL
2023-2024
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APPENDICES

Appendix Number and Description:

—

2.

. Five-year Debt Service Schedule

2023-2024 Real Property Tax Levy Cap Worksheet
2023-2024 Property Tax Report Card

2023-2024 Administrative Compensation Information

Local Government Exemption Impact Report

2023-2024 School District Budget Notice (Also in Newsletter)

The NYS District Report Card and Fiscal Accountability Supplement can be
found at https://data.nysed.gov

Glossary of School Finance and Budget Terms
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BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

| Total Levy Limit Before Adjustments/Exclusions

Tax Levy FYE 2022-23 $45,809,574
X Tax Base Growth Factor 1.0099
= $46,263,089
Less: PILOTs Receivable FYE 6/30/2023 S0
Tort Exclusion Amount Claimed in FYE 6/30/2023 S0
Capital Levy for FYE 6/30/23 $4,312,591
= Adjusted Prior Year Levy $41,950,498
X Allowable Levy Growth Factor 1.02%
Less: Pilots & Torts Receivable S0
Carry over S0

| Total Levy Limit Before Adjustments/Exclusions $42,789,508 |

| Exclusions |
Tax Levy Necessary for Expenditures from Tort Orders/Judgments Over 5% S0
Capital Levy for FYE 6/30/2024 $4,162,305

Pension Rate Expenditures caused by an ECR growth rate of Greater than 2%

Teachers Retirement System S0
Employee Retirement System SO

| Total Exclusions $4,162,305 |
Tax Levy Limit Adjusted for Transfers Plus Exclusions 546,951,813
Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount to Reduce 2023-24 Levy S0
2023-24 Proposed Levy, Net of Reserve $50,778,794
Difference Between Tax Levy Limit Plus Exclusions and Proposed Levy $3,826,981




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

PROPERTY TAX REPORT CARD
Tolal Budgeted Amount, nol inchuding Separats Propotitions 52.567,504 57.763,798 Ee
A Proposed Tax Levy o Support the Total Budgeted Amoun’ 45.809.574 50.778,794
B. Tax Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable |
C. Tax Lavy for Non-Exchudable Proposiions, if Applicable’ [
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amouni Used 1o Reduce Custent Year Levy, i i )
E. Tolal Propossd School Year Tax Levy (A+B+C-0) [ssemsre | S0770.704 [0 I
F Permissible Exclusions o the School Tax Levy Limit 4,312,591 ] 4,162,305
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excludig Levy for Permissible Exclusions” 41,496,983 | 42,789.508
M. TotalProposed Tax Lavy or School Purpcees. Exciudin Purissie
Exsnors snd Lavy for Ubary Debt Fos Prie Yo T Cag Rasenve
1. Diference: (G-HJ:(negative valus requires 60.0% voler approvan® m [2226381 -
Public Sehool Enroiment 1.308 1279
Consumer Price Index 8.0t

Y include any prior year reserve for excess 1ax lovy. inchuding interest.
‘mlmamcmmuummmummmmmwmmmnmmuvywnnmmymmwwalmuwmu
3 For 2023-24, includes any cammyover from 2022-23 and excludes any tax levy for Borary debl or prior year reserve for excess tax levy. inchuding interest.

Actusl 2022-2) Estimated 2023-24
o (€}

Adjuzied Restricted Fund Balance 2,465 486 2,589,714
Assigned Appropriated Fund Balance 1.767 841 1,000,000
Adjusied Unreshictad Fund Balance 2,082,716 2,133,518

Adjusied Unresirictad Fund Balance a3 3 -
Parcent of the Total Gudget

Schedute of Reserve Funds

feservaType R Name Reserve Deseription * WHRY Actusl Batance  50/23 Estimated 202526 Senoot veor T
SeTvE aserv eTVE nca
Ending Balance {Limit 200 Characters)*

Note: Ba sure to click on the Save button at the boltom after esch additional Ressrve you sdd under Capltal, Property Loss, Liability, or Other Reserve.
3l or the cost of of purpoee for which - —
il [ eSecomoleyciea | I I B

Repait REPAIR RESERVE &NMﬂMbWWU o To Trione
Workers ‘o sell-insured Workers Compansation and Py
[WORKER Jiror sod (100.000 Jsor.358 [rcne i

}:‘m umm:wwpmhnmummt L | L

Resere ¢ |—“"—A[um&m|munmdmmd [ | 1

Mandatory ummﬂnmummm. 1 |
Reserve for e Improvement, restricted to debl service
Debt Service

Instrance INSURANGE A or liabiSly, casualty, and other types of uninsured IF.M |mm [ 7o pay uninsured koss

Property Los# [PROPERTYLOSS 0 cover proparty loss (15000 [s5202 o pay property ioss

- {msd)

Liability 3 cover incurred Rabilty claims,
« (add) m [ | |
Tax Coiorari [TAX CERTIORARI _F or facx cerfiorail setiiements. [42.259 [1e2.832 | To pary tax certiotsrl settiements

Resarvefor | i ?aummdmm[ | |
Ingurance ‘st fiscal year end
Recoveries

‘ot accned benedts' due to empioyess [353, 1 ation
Employse z W (383,153 [268.035 To pary employse separation paymenty

Accrued
Liabiity

Refirement a«wmﬁmmhmm 1,494,395 1.514.456 None
Contribution i Refirement ! [ | I

Reserve for Emmmmmwm [ [ |
Uncoliscied relmbureed by thelr cityfcountly unfl the

Taxes following fiscal year.

Singie Other  [TRS For empioyer retirement contribuons tothe | ] 418,679 [ 424380 None

Reserve
_‘ {m)




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

SALARY DISCLOSURE
School Administrator Salary Disclosure Form

Form Due May 8, 2023 2023-2024 Satery Threshoid = $162,000

In response fo legisiative efforts to encourage greater cosi sharing in sesvice provision and local govemment adminisiration. we now provide a section for dlisiricts thal ehare
administrative stafl lo highiight these efforts for the upcoming school yezr. Each sharing district should identfy in the form the other districl(s) with which tvay will be sharing
adménistrative staff for sohool year 2023-2024.

#f you will be sharing a Superintendend, kst the cther district (or disiricts) in the text boot. If you will be sharing other administrative staff required to be reported, please send an
MSCMGTSAnyeed gov indicating the Glle of the staff persons(s) a3 vwell a3 the other district(s) lvoived in the cosl-sharing

The saiaries, benefits and other compensation reported in the form should reflect only te Einancis! support or commitment that your district will be making. They shouk? not relect
the folal amounts budgeted to be paid by all participsting districts over the school year

Report Estimated Salaries in the Budget for the 2023-2024 School Year

Sections 1608 and 1716 of the Education Law
{Please read the instructions and definitions before compieting this form. )

Employee Benefits  Other Remuneration
(78,918 | 4367

Please i1 the disiricl or districts with which you will be | —]
sharing a supsdniendent (if applicabie):

Associste. Assistant and Depuly Superintendents
{(Examnpie Titles: Associate Superintendent for instruction. Deputy Superintendent, Assisiant Supersintendent for Businets. etc )

2. [ASST SPT FOR CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT & INSTRU| 235,750 69,809 [ 2958 |

3. |ASST SPT FOR FINANCE & FACILITIES 28750 52,028 | |

Other Supervisory and Administrative Employees Scheduled to Recsive $162.000 or More in Salary

71. [PPS DIRECTOR 182,637
72. | NS PRINCIPAL 180,450
73. | MS PRINCIPAL 184,954
74 | ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 183,137
75. |{T DIRECTOR 173,087
76. | ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 163,160




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

NYS + Rual Property System
County of Wastcheter

Sehool District - $54808 Blind Brook

Exemption  Ewsnplion

Code L)

1215 NYS EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT 8YSTI
13100 (0 - GENERALLY

13500 TOWN - GENERALLY

13650 VG - GENERALLY

13300 SCHOOL DISTRICT

1350 BOCES

%110

NONPROF CORP - RELIGICONST PRO

1% NONPROF CORP - CHAR (CONST PRO
my PRIVTELY OWNED CEMETERY LAND
M1 ALT VET EXANAR PERICD-NON-COMB
L]iF:] ALTVET EX-WAR PERIOD-NON.COMB
My ALT VET EX-WAR PERICD-COMBAT
L1 ALT VET EX-WAR PERIOD-COMBAT
310 ALT VET EX-WAR PERIOO-DISABILI
[h] ALT VET EX:WAR PERIOD-DISABILI
H0 CLERGY

41000 PERSONS AGE 65 OR OVER

4164 ENHANCED STAR

41854 BASIC STAR 1099-2000

Totel Exentotions Exclusive of

Syviom Exemptions:

Total Systues Examplions:

Totis:

Assessor's Raport - 2022 - Prior Year Fie

8435 Exmezption bmpect Report

Equallzed Tote) Assessed Valus  2,001,047.0

RPTL42)
RPTL40R1)
RPTL401)
RPTL40K(1)
RPTL 408

RPTL 408

RPTL&200

RPTL 448

RPTL&S5e
RPTL4SSe
RPTL4S2
RPIL 5%
RPTL 4584
RPTL 450

RPTL 467
RPTL4ZS
RPLAS

School District Summary

Number of

il a—
IO ST SO . R

§-.
B

e
0
ne

Totzl Assessed Vate 2501,047,300

Tote) Exuaized Vi
ol Bmglen

133,50
154,920,520
14,185,000
18300000
415,50

5,261,100
14,001,200

81,100
43400

180,000
1374575

150

82,108,000

B
¢
321,088,046

Peroent of Vel

EREERE

e

ZEZ28E

EBEERE

1.5

14

Ha

Vatues have been acuateed using T Unifom Percontege of Valus. The Exempt emmounts do not take bnto considerstion, payments tn G of texss or other payments
formunicigal services.

Amount, H any, attributzblo to payments in Geu of taxes:




BLIND BROOK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE

School District Budget Notice

Budget Adopted Budgat Proposed Contingency Budget
Overell Budget Proposal for the 2022-23 for the 2023.24 for the 2023-24
School Year School Year School Yeor*
Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 52,576,594 $57,763,796 $52,794,575
Increase/Decrease for the 2023-24 School Year $5,196,202 $226,981
Percentage Increase/Decrease In Proposed Budget 2988% 43%
Change in the Consumer Price index 8.0%
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $45,809,574 $50,778,794
8. Levy o Support Library Deb, if Applicable $ $
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $ $
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Cument Year Levy $ $
= E 3
E. Total Proposed School Yaar Tax Levy (A+B+C-D) $45,800,574 $50,778,794 $45,800,574
)
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $4,312,501 $4,162,305
G. School Tax Levy Limii, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $41,496,083 $42,789,508
H. Tetal Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Levy to Support Library
Debt andior Permissible Exciusions (E - 6 — F + D) p140.96 40,5108
|. Difference: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voler Approval - $ $-3,826,581
Sae Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** 826,
Administrative Component $5,802,741 $6,099,909 5,742,020
Program Component $37.919.873 $42,585.918 $38,504 448
Capital Component $8,844 980 $9,077,969 8,458,107
-Themsuuwmbemeutouna.seo.zzomunwmmmuemmmumeammm
mmm.mmmmmmmmm:mmwwmmmmuMaw
educationas field trips Al Instructional supplies would be significantly reduced. th addition, community use of buidings and grounds, all equipment and
eanterense and travel expenses, as well as would
Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2023-24 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exsmption Savings' $1,360
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BLIND BROOK-RYEUFSD ATAGLANCE  cios
2020-21

TOTAL K-12 PUBLIC AVERAGE CLASS SIZE SCHOOL CLIMATE ACCOUNTABILITY
SCHOOL STUDENTS STATUS

Y TR T B

1,329 GOOD
More Enroliment STAN DI NG

Details More Information
ASSESSMENT EXPENDITURES PER 4-YEAR
RESULTS PUPIL GRADUATION RATE

s/ HBH &
More Information $22’ 486 98%

More Information

Google Maps Platform rejected your request. Invalid request.

SUPERINTENDENT: Unexpected parameter 'safe’.
COLIN BYRNE

LEGAL NAME: BLIND BROOK-RYE
UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

BEDS CODE: 661905020000
INSTITUTION ID: 800000034947
PHONE: (914) 237-3600

WEBSITE: WWW.BLINDBROOK.ORG

hitos //data.nvsed.aoviprofile.bhp?instid=800000034947 1M



4/26/23, 4:04 PM 2022 | BLIND BRCOK-RYE UFSD - Enroliment Data | NYSED Data Site

This report provides enrollment counts for schools and districts by various demographic groups for the 2021 - 22 school year. Th ese enrollment data are
collected as part of NYSED's Student Information Repository System (SIRS). These counts are as of "BEDS Day” which is typically the first Wednesday in
October. For nonpublic school enrollment data please see the Non-Public School Enroliment and Staff information on our Information and Reporting
Services webpage.

BLIND BROOK-RYE UFSD ENROLLMENT (2021 - 22) K-12 Enroll ment: 1,276
ENROLLMENT |
MALE
v
653 51%
FEMALE
b 4
623 49%
NON-BINARY
h 4
0 0%
ENROLLMENT BY ETHNICITY
1 AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASK A NATIVE
v
700 6 0%
200 BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN
v
700 11 1%
HISPANIC OR LATINO
600
w
115 9%
500
ASIAN OR NATIVE HAWAIIAN/OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
400 v
99 8%
00
WHITE
A 4
200
959 75%
. MULTIRACIAL
v
Amegcan Indian or Alaska Native Hispanic or Latino White Multiracial 86 7%

Lihe el Jubie i vndd mimisfmimsmllonnat e i ;eI L alld—BAAAANAN AN AT e
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OTHER GROUPS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED
v w —~
10 1% 160 13% . -
MIGRANT HOMELESS FOSTER CARE PARENT" IN ARMED FORCES
ENROLLMENT BY GRADE
100
50
: K iFully 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade ath Grade 5thGrade %Gnda Tth Grade Bth Grade 9th Grade W0thGrade  11thGrade  12thGrade
K {FULL DAY) 1ST GRADE 2ND GRADE 3RD GRADE
I
79 6% : 97 8% 95 7% | 110 9%
4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE 6TH GRADE 7TH GRADE
74 6% 106 8% 105 8% 107 8%
: j
8TH GRADE 9TH GRADE 10TH GRADE 11TH GRADE
i I
97 8% 101 8% | 95 % 116 9%
; e J !
12THGRADE
94 7%

© COPYRIGHT NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
THIS DOCUMENT WAS CREATED ON: APRIL 26, 2023, 4:04 PM EST
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BLIND BROOK-RYE UFSD - NEW YORK STATE REPORT CARD {2020 - 21]

The New York State Report Card Is an important part of the Board of Regents' effort to create educational equity and raise
learning standards for all students. Knowledge gained from the report card on a school's or district's strengthis and
weaknesses can be used to improve Instructlon and services to students. The report card provides informationto the public
o school/district staff, students, and measures of schoo! and district performance as required by the Every Stude: nt Succeeds
Act (ESSA). Fundamentally, ESSA is about creating a set of interlocking strategles to promote educational equity by providing
support todistricts and schools as they work to ensure that every student succeeds. New York State is committect to ensuring
that all students succeed and thrive in school no matter who they are, where they live, where they go to school, or where they
comefrom.

Due to COVID-19 and changes to New York State testing, accountability, and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22
district and school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year. For informational
purposes, accountability graduation rates and chronic absenteelsm data are reported. August 2020, January 202 1, and some
June 2021 Regents examinations were canceled. For more information, please see the NYSED Waiver Memorancdum and NYS
Board of Regents Announcement.

202 1-22 ACCOUNTABILITY STATUS

Dueto COVID- 19 and changesto New York State accountabllity and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22 district and
school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.

GOOD STANDING

SECTION 1003 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS (2020-21)

Thelink belowprovides_a_list of all Local Education Agencies and public schools that received section 1003 school
improvernent funds, including the amount of funds each school received and the types of strategles implemented Ineach
school withsuch funds.

Section 1003 School Improvement Funds Data (58,87 kilobytes)

For informationon the use of Title | School Improvement funds, see;

2020-21Title ] SIG 1003 Basic Planning

2020-21Title | School improvement Grant 1003 Targeted Support Grant

2020-21Title | School Improvement Grant 1003 ENHANCED Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CS1) Support Grant
2020-23NYSIP-PLC Phase {l|

S|GCohort 6 and 7 Schools Funded with SIGA In 2020-21

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE STATUSES BY SUBGROUP

Dueto COVID-19 and changes to New York State accountabitity and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22 district and
school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year,

55
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Subgroup _ Status -
AI_'I'.Stud,ents : Good Standing 7
Asianor Native Hawaiianiother Pacific Islander : Good ».'St.anding
Hispanic or Latino ; Good Standing
Muttiacial | 3 Good Standing
White : Good Standing
E_nglish Language Learners | : Good Staﬁdin_g
Students with Disabllities Good Standing
Ecommic'éllyblsadvantaged _ : ‘ ‘Good S“ta.ndlng

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Accountability chronic absenteeism data are provided for informational purposes only in 2020-21 and are not used to make
district or school accountability status determinations for the 2021-22 school year.

Subgroup Students Enrolled Students Chronlcall.y Absent | Chn.'.lnic Absen_fgeism Rate
All Students _ 811 ‘ - 10 ; 12%
American Indian or Alaska Natlve | £ . _

| Asianor Native Hawallan/Other Pacific Isl'a_nder 5 &9 0 : 1 0% |
Blackor African Ammerlcan e : = N g
Hispm'iéortat!no 75 : 2 : 27%
Muitiracial : 55 2 o ‘ 34%
Wﬁile : . . .| 596 6 1%
Englsh LanguageLeamers - : 24 ‘| - : ki
Stqdmt.sﬁit-h'lf)_isabﬂlties' S {98 A R e

_ Ecbmmlcal!ybhadvantéged 5 i '.__.

SECONDARY STATUSES BY SUBGROUP

DuetoCOVI D—i? and changes to New Yo_rk’St_ate accountability and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22 district and
school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.

. 56
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Sdbgrou'p S _ Status
AllStudents : 7 Good Standing

: Aslanor Native Hawaliaﬁlcther Pacific Islander : Good Standing
Hispanic or Latino Good Standing
White : Goc.;od Standing
Students with Disabllities ' ) ' Good Standing

SECONDARY GRADUATION RATE

Accountablility graduation rate data are provided for informational purposes only in 2020-21 and are not used to make
district or school accountability status determinations for the 2021-22 school year.

57
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Subgroup

Cohort

Number In Cohort Number Graduated Grad Réte
4Year 126 125 99.2%
AllStudents 5-Year 122 122 100%
&Year 123 123 100%
4¥ear 0 - -
American Indian or Alaska Native S5¥ear 0 - —
6-Yér o - -
4Year 8 - Pl
Asian or Native Hawalian/Other Paclfic Isfander S-Yéar 12 - et
. | 6-ear 14 4 el
4-Year 1 - =
Blatkor African Amerlcan 5-Year 0 - -
6-¥ear 0 - .
4-Year 16 - -
Hispanic orLatino 5-Year 9 - -
6¥ear 7 - -
4-+ear 3 - -
Muttiracial 5¥ear 2 - =
é-Year 0 - -
4Xear | 112 112 100%
| White s¥Year | 108 108 100%
' é-Year 114 114 100%
4-\__fear 0 S -
English Language Learners S¥ear 0 - =
. . éear 0 - b
4Year 35* a4 97.1%
Students with Disabilities SYear | 35° 35 100%
6Year | a1* 30 96.8%
AYear | 3 - -
Ecowmically Disadvantaged S¥ear 3 - -
6-Year 4 - -

*Notenough students were in this subgroupin the current reporting year, so data for the current and the previous reporting

yearwerecombined.
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SECONDARY CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM .

Accountability chronic absenteeism data are provided for informational purposes only in 2020-21 and are notused tomake
district or scheol accountability status determinations for the 2021-22 school year,

Subgroup Students Enrolled Students Chronically Absent Chronic Albsenteelsm Rate

All Students 433 il 25%

Asianor Native Hawalian/Other Pacific Islander 27 - -

ﬁlack or African American 2 g _

Hispanic orlatino 21 - -

Multiracial 29 fa3 o

White | 354 10 28%

English Language Learners 2 i =

Students with Disabllltles 48 3 6.3%

EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL (2020-21)
For detailed information, please see Financial Transparency Report.
1 Federal State & Local Total
Pupil o, -
Count £ Expenditures Per ; Expenditures Per Expenditures
Expendlturgs Pupil Expenditures Pugil Expenditures Per Pupil
gi‘sl:rkt 1,829 $0 $0 $29,883,263 $22,486 $29,883,263 $22486
Statewide | 2,531,787 | $4,030,706,303 - $1,592 $55,385,642,661 | $21.876 $59,416,348,964 | $23468
STAFF QUALIFICATIONS {2020-21)
INEXPERIENCED TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS
“TEACHERS PRINCIPALS
Total # Inexperienced # Total # Inexperienced %
; ; ; Inexperlenced - | ‘Inexperienced

| THIsDISTRICT 120 11 9% 3 1 33%
| sTawrwioe 214,325 38,610 18% 4,638 1,076 23%
| sTarwiDEHIGHPOVERTY | - ‘

SCHOOLS | 47,841 14,204 30% 1..088 210 19%

STATEWIDELOW-POVERTY :

SCHOOLS 66,967 : 7,848 12% 1,188 255 21%

59
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TEACHERS TEACHING OUT OF THEIR SUBJECT OR FIELD OF CERTIFICATION

TEACHERS TEACH! ING QUT OF
THEIR SUB JECTAFIELD OF
Total CERTIFICATTION
# %
THISDISTRICT 117 0 02¢
STATEWIDE 200,953 | 17511 924
STATEWIDE HIGH-POVERTY SCHOOLS 43817 7,705 18%
STATEWIDE LOW-POVERTY SCHOOLS 63,959 1,132 29
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TOTAL COHORT GRADUATION RATE (2020-21)

'2021 | BLING BROOK-RYE UFSD - Report Gard | NYSED Data Siie

Graduation Rate data are for students who first entered grade 9, four years prior to this reporting year. Graduates are as
of August foliowing the close of the reporting year. Click on High School Graduation Rate Data report to se e district and
state comparisons and to filter on gender, ethnicity, and other student su bgroups or by 5- and é-year graduation rates.

REGENTS NON :
WITH REGENTS | 1OCAL STIL GED
Sutrrou otat | TOCRATE | apvancep | pietoma | pipLoma DIPLOMA | ENROLLED | TRANSFEER | OROPOUT
ubgroup DESIGNATION
# % # % # % | #) % |[#)] % | & | % | &# % | & | %
AllStudents 126 1123 |98% [0 | o% 123 {98% |0 |o% |2 |2% |o {o%x o [o% |1 |1%
Femsle 76 (74 [97% |0 |ox 74 197% o fo% 1 |1% fo |o% fo Jow |1 1%
Male 50 [49 |98% jo | ox% 49 |98% [0 [o% [1 2% o [ox [o |ox o |o%
American
Indianor Alaska | O o 0% o 0% 1] 0% O J0% |0 | 0% o 0% {0 0% 0 0%
Native :
Asianor Native
Hawidlan/Other | 10 | 10 | 100% | 0 | o% 10 [200% [0 [o% jo{o0% {o |o% |0 |ox o |ox%
Paclfic Islander -
Blackor African 1 = e Iy _ iy _ N e g _ _ = =
American ] -
Hispanic or 2 " gl . . e 2 . N _ & - = =
Latino =
White 108 |05 |97% [0 | o% 105 |97% |0 [o% |2 [2% o [o% [0 [ox [1 |1%
Multracial 5 = = = = = - - |- -{ - =] - - |- - | =
General ] i _
Eduction 107 [ 106 | 99% |0 | o% 06 |99% [0 ok [o|ox |o Jox |o fox |1 |1
Students
Studentswith | _ :
e 19 {17 f8% [0 | o% 17 fe9% [0 |ox {2 1% |0 |ox |0 [o% {o [o%
English - ! :
Langwege 0 o 0% 0 o o |o 0% 6 (0% {0 ]o% {0 0% o |o%x |o |ox%
Leamer
Nondnglish : i : :
| Langage 126 | 123 | 98% |o | ox 123 | 98% |0 0% |2 | 2% |0 |o% [0 |ox |1 |ix%
Leamer '
Economicaly ], | _ | _ O o ey DB et o0 BEn et B I I
‘Disadvanitaged |-
Not
Ecoromically 25 |- |- L - - - = f=-1- J1=-1- 1-1=1=1-
Disatvantaged
Migrant 0 Jo fox Jo. fox |o [ox [ofox |o o {o [ox |o [ox |0 |ox
Nothgrant - [126 | 123 [98% Jo Jox |123|98% fo |o% [2 [2% Jo [ox Jo [ox |1 |
:ﬁg"’_‘-"“’e"- o lo Jox fo Jox |o Jox o |ox {olow o lox lo |o% 0 |ox
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; Rﬁ?rws REGENTS | LocaL | NON STILL GED
Subgroup  Total SPADMATE oﬁg‘éﬁ'ﬁf& DIPLOMA | DIPLOMA D'E;gg’“_ ENROLLED | TRANSFER | DROPOUT
# | % | & I e s el % e % e ] s |8l =
ParentMotin 1 126 {123 |98% |o | ox 125 198% 10 [o% [2|2% (o [o%x o o |4 1%
Armed Forces ,
Homeless o o |o% 0 0% 0. fo% Jo [ox 10 {o% {0 |ox {0 |ox ] o%.
NotHomeless 126 | 123 {98% | o 0% 123 198% o Jo% |2 |22 |o lox o % 1] 1%
inFuterCare | 0 0-]0% o 0% 0 0% Jo jo% fofo%:- o |ox |o [ox 0 |o%
HoteFoster {126 Faza fomx' {0 i [ow | a5 pese 0 Jow (2 2% Jo |ox |o Jox |4 |4

©COPYRIGHT NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
‘THIS DOCUMENT WAS CREATED ON: MAY 2, 2022,2:43PMEST
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BLIND BROOK-RYE UFSD - NEW YORK STATE REPORT CARD [2020 - 21]

The New York State Report Card is an important part of the Board of Regents’ effort to create eclucational equity
and raise learning standards for all students. Knowledge gained from the report card on a school’s o r district's
strengths and weaknesses can be used to improve instruction and services to students. The report card provides
informationto the public on school/district staff, students, and measures of school and district performance as
required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Fundamentally, ESSA is about creating a set of interjocking
strategies topromote educational equity by providing support to districts and schools as they work to ensure that
every student succeeds, New York State is committed to ensuring that all students succeed and thrive in school no
mattér whothey are, where they live, where they go to school, or where they come from.

Due to COVID-19 and changes to New York State testing, accountability, and federal reporting requirements,
2021.-22 district and school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.
For informational purposes, accountability graduation rates and chronic absenteeism data are reported. August
2020, January 2021, and some June 2021 Regents examinations were canceled. For more information, please see
the N'YSED Waiver Mémorandum and NYS Board of Regents Announcement.

. 2021-22 ACCOUNTABILITY STATUS
Due toCOVID-19 and changes to New York State accountability and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22
districtand school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.

GOOD STANDING

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE STATUSES BY SUBGROUP

Due to COVID-19 and changes to New York State accountability and federal reporting requirements, 2021-22
districtand school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.

su'bgroup ; Status
,All-Sthdenfs ' i : : ‘Good Standing
Asian orﬁatlve Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander : | Good sfanding
Hisp;nico_rl.atino : | Good Standing
Multiracial | : . | Good Standing
white _ | Goodstanding
Enﬁlish la ﬁguag_e_ Learnefs 7 ; Good Standing
Students withDisabllites | Good Standing
Ect;ﬁémi;ai_ly'bi.s;aﬂv'anféged -'. _ 4 ‘ Good'Stant‘_I'In_g
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SECONDARY STATUSES BY SUBGROUP

Due toCOVID-19 and changes to New York State accountability and federal reporting requiremnents, 2021-22
districtand school accountability statuses are the same as those assigned for the 2020-21 school year.

Subgroup . Status
All Students i, ' Good Standing
Asian orNative Hawallan/Other Pacific Istander Good Standing
Hispanicor Lafino : i Good _Stgnding
White b ' Good Standiing
Students with Disabliities 7 Good Standing

SECONDARY GRADUATION RATE

Accountability graduation rate data are provided for informational purposes 6nly In 2020-21 and are not used to
make district or school accountability status determinations for the 2021-22 school year,
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S;ub'grqup Cohort Number In Cohort Number Graduated Grad Rate
S-Year 3 - -
&-Year 4 - —

*Not enough students were in this subgroup in the current reporting year, so data for the current and the previous
reporting year were combined. -

EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL (2020-21)

For detailed information, please see Financial Transparency Report.

Federal State & Local Total
Pupil : _ :
Count . Expendituras g A Expenditures - Expenditures
Expenditures Per Pupil Expenditures Per Pupil Expenditures Per Pupil
This 1,329 | $0 $0 $29,883,263 $22,486 $29,883263 $22.486
District 2 : )
Statewide | 2,531,787 | $4,030,706,303 '$1,592 $55,385,642,661 | $21.876 $S9.416,348,964 $23,468
STAFF QUALIFICATIONS (2020-21)
INEXPERIENCED TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS
TEACHERS PRINCIPALS
# % ' # %
Total Inexperienced | Inexperienced Total Inexperienced | Jnexperienced |
THIS DISTRICT | 120 11 9% |13 1 33%
STATEWIDE | 211,325 38,610 18% 4638 1,076 . 23%
STATEWIDEHIGH- i
POVERTY $CHOOLS 47841 14,204 30% 1,088 210 1 19%
STATEWIDELOW- ¥ '
FOVERTY SCHOOLS 66,967 7,848 | 12% 1,188 255 21%
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TEACHERS TEACHING OUT OF THEIR SUBJECT OR FIELD OF CERTIFICATION

TEACHERS TEEACHING OUT
. OF THEIR SUB_JECT/FIELD OF
Total CERTIFICATION
# %
THIS DISTRICT 117 0 0%
STATEWIDE " 200,953 17,511 9%
STATEWIDE HIGH-POVERTY SCHOOLS 43,817 7,705 18%
STATEWIDE LOW-POVERTY SCHOOLS | 63959 1,132 2%

.upsﬁlda'ia.nysed .govlessa.phn?lnatidasdoooooa4947£vaar-2021&craatéreoon=1&Ovaralrsmtus=
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BLIND BROOCK-RYE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

GLOSSARY OF SCHOOL FINANCE AND BUDGET TERMS

The glossary below provides a brief description of most of the school budgeting and financial accounting terms
which may be used during the school budget hearings and in the budget document itself.

ASSESSED VALUATION:
Assessed valuation is defined as the value of real property for the purpose of levying taxes.

BASE PROPORTIONS:

Base proportions determine how the tax burden is distributed between residential (homestead) and commercial
{non-homestead) properties in the municipality. Changes in the base proportion do not change the overall
district tax levy, but instead change how much of the tax levy is paid by homeowners and how much is paid by
owners of commercial properties. Base proportions are determined by the New York State Office of Real
Property Services.

BOND:

Money borrowed to pay for a school district expenditure. Typically, the money is used for capital expenditures,
such as the purchase of buses or the construction or renovation of a building, although in some cases school
districts also issue bonds for other large expenditures such as the repayment of back taxes in a certiorari
settiement. The goal in borrowing is to spread the cost out over a period of years and lessen the cost to
taxpayers in any one year. By definition, a bond is a written promise to pay a specified sum of money, called
the face value or principal amount, at a specified date in the future (the maturity date), together with periodic
interest at a specified rate.

BUDGET:

A plan of financial operation expressing the estimates of proposed expenditures for a fiscal year and the
proposed means of financing them. An underlying reason for a budget is the achievement of the school
district's specified annual education goals.

BUDGET CALENDAR:
A schedule of key dates that the board of education and administrators follow in the preparation, presentation,
adoption, and administration of the school district budget.

BUDGET CAP:

Per New York State education law, in the event of a school budget defeat and the adoption of a contingent
budget, school districts must cap their spending increase at 120% of the Consumer Price index or 4%,
whichever is lower. For more on this, see the definition of a contingent budget.

CAPITAL QUTLAY:

An expenditure that is generally more than $20,000 and results in the ownership, control, or possession of
assets intended for continued use over long periods of time. These can include new buildings or building
renovations and additions; new school buses; as well as new equipment (i.e. desks, computers, etc.) and
library books purchased for a new or expanded school building.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI):

An index of prices used to measure the change in the cost of basic goods and services in comparison with a
fixed base period (also called the cost-of-living index). However, the CPI does not take into account many of
the items that cause school district budgets to rise, such as the increasing cost of health insurance, liability
insurance and retirement contributions.
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2023-2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

GLOSSARY OF SCHOOL FINANCE AND BUDGET TERMS

CONTINGENT BUDGET:

in the event it becomes necessary, a contingency budget is developed based on provisions of education law
and Blind Brook Board of Education policy. The School District budget for any school year or any part of such
budget, or any proposition involving the expenditure of money for such school year, shall not be submitted for a
vote of the qualified voters of the District more than twice in any school year. If the original proposed budget is
not approved by District voters at the Annual District Meeting and Election, the Board has the option of either
resubmitting the original or revised budget for voter approval at a special meeting held at a later date: or the
Board may, at that point, adopt a contingency budget. If the Board decides to submit either the original or a
revised budget to the voters for a second time, and the voters do not approve the second budget submittal, the
Board must adopt a contingency budget and the tax levy cannot exceed the total tax levy of the prior year (0%
levy growth).

DEBT SERVICE:

In order to build facilities and purchase fixed equipment the District borrows money to pay for these large
expenditures over time. Consequently, debt service is part of the budget which includes funds for the payment
of principal and interest on the District's outstanding construction bond issues, school bus lease purchase
payments, instructional technology lease purchase payments and tax anticipation notes.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS:

Fringe benefits costs paid by the district on behalf of employees. These amounts are not included in the gross
salary. They are fringe benefits and, while not paid directly to employees, are part of the cost of operating the
school district. Employee benefits include the district cost for health insurance premiums, dental and vision
insurance, life and disability insurance, Medicare, retirement, social security, and tuition reimbursement.

EQUALIZATION RATE:

In simple terms, an equalization rate represents the average level of assessment in each community. For
example, an equalization rate of 80 means that, on average the property in a community is being assessed at
80% of its market value. The words “on average” are stressed to emphasize that that an equalization rate of 80
does not mean that each and every property is assessed at 80% of full value. Some may be assessed at lower
than 80%, while others may be assessed at higher than 80%. Equalization rates are established by the New
York State Board of Equalization and Assessment. School districts that comprise more than one city, town or
village must use the equalization rate to determine the tax rates for each municipality. The purpose is to bring
some semblance of equity to how the taxes are distributed in any one school district, so that ideally a home
with a full market value of $100,000 in one community will pay the same taxes as a home with a market value
of $100,000 in the next community, regardless of how those two homes are assessed. A district at full value
assessment does not have an equalization rate (as is the case with Blind Brook).

EXPENDITURE:
Payment of cash or transfer of property or services for the purpose of acquiring assets or services.
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FiScAL YEAR (FY):

A fiscal year is the accounting period on which a budget is based. The New York State governmental fiscal
year runs from April 1 through March 31. The fiscal year for all New York counties and towns and for most
cities is the calendar year. School districts in the State operate on a July 1 through June 30 fiscal year.

FUND BALANCE:

Reserved (restricted) fund balance is the portion of fund balance set aside for specific purposes such as the
Reserve for Encumbrances, Reserve for Repairs, Tax Certiorari Reserve, etc. Each reserve fund has certain
establishment and use requirements. Unreserved (unrestricted) fund balance is the residual amount of fund
balance after all reserves have been taken into account. Unreserved fund balance consists of appropriated
(assigned) fund balance and unappropriated (unrestricted) fund balance. Appropriated (assigned) fund balance
is the portion of unreserved fund balance that has been used to reduce taxes in the subseqguent fiscal year.
Unappropriated (unrestricted) fund balance is limited by Real Property Tax Law Section 1318 to an amount not
to exceed 4% of the new year's budget.

FUNDAMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET (FOB):
The total amount of money required to pay for current-year programs, staffing, and services at next year's
prices — i.e., what the next year's budget would be if the current year's budget were simply “rolled over”.

HOMESTEAD:
Refers to residential properties.

NON-HOMESTEAD:
Refers to commercial properties.

REVENUE:
Sources of income financing the operation of the school district generally grouped as tax or non-tax revenues.

SALARIES:
The total amount paid to an individual, before deductions, for services rendered while on the payroll of the
district. Normally salaries are set by provisions contained in a collective bargaining agreement.

SmaLL CLAIMS ASSESSMENT REVIEW (SCAR):

Small Claims Assessment Review is the legal process by which a residential property owner can challenge the
real estate tax assessment on their property in attempt to reduce the property's assessment and real estate
taxes.

ScHooL TAax RELIEF PROGRAM {(STAR):

STAR, New York State’s School Tax Relief Program, is a school property tax rebate program and a partiai
property tax exemption from school taxes. All New Yorkers who own and live in their heme - whether it is a
condominium, cooperative apartment, manufactured home, farm dwelling, apartment building or mixed-use
property - are eligible for the STAR exemption on their primary residence. For 2017-18 the basic exemption is
$88,880 and the enhanced exemption is $194,060.
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STATE AID:

State Aid is additional money that the state gives to districts, to be used in different areas, such as lowering the
tax levy, etc. Until the state passes its budget, the district does not know exactly how much to expect in state
aid, but school districts are still required to present their budgets to voters on the third Tuesday in May. To
meet that mandate, a district must estimate its state aid revenues unless the state budget is passed on time.

SUPPLIES:
Consumable materials used in the operation of the school district including food, textbooks, paper, pencils,
office supplies, custodial/maintenance supplies, and computer software.

TAX ANTICIPATION NOTE (TAN):
A municipal bond, usually with a maturity of less than one year, issued on the assumption that the debt will be

paid back with future tax revenue. School districts issue tax anticipation notes usually at the start of a fiscal
year to maintain appropriate cash flow to pay immediate or time sensitive obligations.

TAX BASE:
The assessed value of local real estate that a school district may tax for yearly operational monies.

TAX CERTIORARI:
The legal process by which a commercial property owner can challenge the real estate tax assessment on a
given property in an attempt to reduce the property’s assessment and real estate taxes.

TAX LEVY:

The total sum of operating funds to be raised by the school district after subtracting out all other non-property
revenues including state aid. The tax levy is used to determine the tax rate for property owners in each of the
cities, towns or villages that a school district may be comprised of.

TAX RATE (MILLAGE RATE):

The amount of tax paid for each $1,000 of assessed value of property. In districts that cover just one
municipality, the tax rate is figured simply by dividing the total assessed property value by 1,000 and then
dividing that again into the tax levy (the amount of money to be raised locally). In districts that encompass
more than one municipality, the formula for figuring the tax rate is more complicated. it involves assigning a
share of the total tax levy to each municipality and applying equalization rates to consider different assessment
practices.
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THREE-PART BUDGET:

New York school districts must, by law, divide their budgets into three components - administrative, capital and
program - and each year they must show how much each portion has increased in relation to the whole
budget. It consists of the following components:

1. Administrative Budget Component - These expenditures include office and administrative costs:
salaries and benefits for certified school administrators who spend 50 percent or more of their time
performing supervisory duties; data processing; public information; legal fees; property insurance; and
school board expenses.

2. Capital Budget Component - This covers alil school bus purchases, debt service on buildings, and
leasing expenditures; tax certiorari and court-ordered costs; and all facility costs, including salaries and
benefits of the custodial staff, service contracts, maintenance supplies and equipment; and utilities.

3. Program Budget Component - This portion includes salaries and benefits of teachers and supervisors
who spend the majority of their time teaching; instructional costs such as supplies, equipment and
textbooks; co-curricular activities and interscholastic athletes; staff development; and transportation
operating costs.

TRUE VALUE TAX RATE:

Is what the tax rate would be if assessments of all properties were maintained at 100% of market value.
Districts not assessed at full value have the assessed valuation multiplied by an equalization rate set by the
New York State Office of Real Property Services. At Blind Brook, the actual tax rate is the true tax rate
because assessments are set at full value. A separate true value tax rate is established for homestead
(residential) and non-homestead (commercial) properties but sometimes a “blended rate” is referred to which
combines the two.

UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT:

In 1853, the Legislature established union free school districts, which are districts resulting from a “union” of
two or more common school districts, “free” from the restrictions that previously barred them from operating
high schools. In July 2004, there were 163 school districts of this type. Despite being able to operate high
schools, thirty-one of these districts provide only elementary education. Those districts that are not
components of central school districts provide secondary education by contracting with other districts. Each
union free school district is governed by a three- to nine-member board of education.
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